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The High Price of Birth for IDPs in Kenya: 
According to Paul Thiongo, chairman of Pipeline 
IDP camp along the Nakuru-Eldoret highway, 
expectant mothers living in internally displaced 
people’s camps need qualified medical help to 
minimize the possible risks associated with 
delivery. There is no safety during child birth for 
mothers who are heavily dependant on traditional 
birth attendants (TBAs). According to Thiongo, 
each week, about five children are born in the 
camp of 6,500 people but the TBAs who deliver 
them lack even the basics, such as gloves. 
Margaret Wanjiku Njuguna, whose nine-month-
old baby was born in the camp after she fled Burnt 
Forest near Eldoret during the 2007-2008 post-
election violence, said she was helped by a 
neighbour. She says she knew it was wiser to seek 
professional help, but she could not raise the KES 
400 (US$5) taxi fee and KES 2,650 (USD 33) 
delivery fee at Rift Valley General Hospital. Like 
Wanjiku, 31-year-old Phyllis Wairimu had no 
money to travel to hospital to deliver her fourth 
child. When she went into labour at around 4am, 
Wairimu could not bear her children watching her 
giving birth in their one-roomed tent. Hours later, 
the pain intensified and accompanied by a friend, 
she decided to walk to Rift Valley Hospital, about 
10km away. After 1km, she delivered the baby 
with the help of a TBA. She says a month later, 
her neighbour almost lost her life after TBAs 
badly cut her umbilical cord. The IDPs eventually 
raised the money to take her to hospital. 

Linnet Anindo, a TBA in the camp, said she had 
trained other women to offer help to their 
neighbours in the event that she is unavailable 
adding that she was aware of the risks but that 
most of the women in the camp could not afford 
to access health facilities (from IRIN). 

High Malnutrition Levels NE: Malnutrition 
levels in the pastoralist districts of north-eastern 

Kenya have remained high, despite recent rains 
that boosted livestock productivity, the mainstay 
of the local economy. 

The Ministry of Health and its partners recently 
found Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) levels 
above the WHO 15 percent emergency threshold 
in Mandera Central Districts, Wajir South and 
Wajir East. Mandera West recorded GAM rates 
above 25 percent.  

According to ActionAid because of high illiteracy 
levels in the region, most people do not ensure 
that children receive a balanced diet, which makes 
malnutrition a common occurrence. 

SO DadaabSO DadaabSO DadaabSO Dadaab        
Host Community Assistance: A water pan for 
the Dadaab Women's Umbrella Group farm, as 
requested by their leaders, was completed within a 
week of the original request. 

Visit of Queen Sonja Haraldsen of Norway: On 
21 September Her Majesty the Queen of Norway 
visited Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) 
activities in the Dadaab camps.  The Queen 
received a short briefing from the UNHCR Head 
of Sub Office Dadaab and went on to visit other 
projects of interest to her.  

Ifo II Development: The host community 
remains strongly opposed to the use of mud 
bricks, favoring the Interlocking Stabilized Soil 
Blocks (ISSBs) for shelter construction. However, 
work on the development of Ifo II has continued 
without incident. 

HAP Mission: The Humanitarian Accountability 
Partnership (HAP) mission has conducted its final 
workshops, and has also been carrying out focus 
group discussions with members of the host 
communities in order to identify ways in which 
UNHCR and the agencies could improve 
communications with the host community. 
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Emergency Humanitarian Response Plan 
(EHRP): The EHRP process has began in earnest 
and will conclude with humanitarian agencies 
generating a plan for Humanitarian Action in 
2011. a two day workshop to assess action on the 
previous plan and discuss various aspects of the 
upcoming plan has been scheduled to take place 
between 28th – 29th September 2010.  

Police Outreach: A police outreach visit was 
made to the Muthaiga and Parklands police 
stations, during which police officers were 
sensitized on refugee  law and  familiarized with 
various  documents UNHCR issues to asylum 
seekers and refugees.  

Issuance of (CTD): The Convention Travel 
Documents (CTD) Panel met at the Department 
for Refugee Affairs (DRA) Offices and reviewed 
53 applications out of which 20 were approved for 
CTD issuance. Those rejected were on grounds of 
long overdue expiry of over MRCs while others 
are still pending further verification. 

Education: A meeting was held with the Kenya 
National Examination Council to discuss the fate 
of more than 100 students from Dadaab camp 
whose registration for secondary level 
examination was by different names from those 
used during their Primary Leaving Exams (PLE). 
KNEC officials informed UNHCR that there 
would be no problem if the discrepancy lies in 
inclusion of a new name, change of names’ order 
and, or omission of a name. Problems would 
however arise if two names used were different 
from those provided in accordance with the PLE 
list. This would expose them to the likelihood of 
their secondary level examination certificates will 
be withheld.  

Transportation of Asylum Seekers: Transport 
for asylum seekers willing to travel to the camps 
has remained a problem. Sixty eight asylum 
seekers mainly women and children have been 
accommodated in Nairobi while another 28 have 
no accommodation and spend their nights in the 
open as all centres are full. Movement passes 
from DRA take a long time to be signed causing 
the delay. 

SO KakumaSO KakumaSO KakumaSO Kakuma    
Security: There was an attempted highway 
robbery on Tuesday 21st September between 
Lokore and Kakuma when men armed with rifles 
fired two shots at a pick up vehicle that was taking 
a sick student to Kakuma Mission Hospital. The 
bullets struck the vehicle but there were no 
injuries. Banditry remains a serious security threat 
along this route due to presence of illegal 
firearms.  

Peace Building Activities: A “Kakuma Peace 
Club” comprising of 15 youths from Somali, 
Burundian, Sudanese, Ethiopian and Ugandan 
communities was initiated to build peace between 
youths from different communities. The group 
was set to perform their first presentation at the 
International Day of Peace celebrations slated for 
25th September.    

Shelter Report: During the week, 25 temporary 
shelters were constructed and occupied in Zone 3 
Hong Kong area.  In addition, 37 others which 
had reached roofing level, were roofed with 
galvanized iron sheets for new arrivals. Twenty 
one houses were constructed for persons with 
special needs in various locations.  

 

Registration Statistics 20th to 24th September 2010 

Location  Total  AFG  BDI   COD   ERT   ETH  RWA   SOM   SUD  

Total 

Registered 

in 2010 

Nairobi 284  2  1  16  9  44  3  208  1  11,183 

Dadaab 1,246  - - - 1  51  - 1,194  - 42,994 

Kakuma 220  - 3  33  - 9  - 48  127  8,259 

Total 1,750  2  4  49  10  104  3  1,450  128  62,436 

 

 

  

 


