
  

SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   OOOPPPEEERRRAAATTTIIIOOONNNSSS   
SUDAN/CHAD SITUATION UPDATE 41 

1 December 2005 

Young refugee girl collecting water in Breidjing, eastern Chad. Photo: UNHCR/H. Caux 
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SSSOOOUUUTTTHHH   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
 
Security 
The general security situation in Central, Eastern and Western Equatoria States is stable and calm. In 
Yambio, Ezo and Tambura (Western Equatoria), the security situation remains fragile as a result of the recent 
ethnic conflict between Zande and Dinka tribes; some incidents were reported though not confirmed. IDPs 
from the Dinka tribe started arriving in Yei (Central Equatoria) from Yambio and Mundri, mostly women and 
children. They reported that skirmishes continue on a small scale. In addition, more than 756 persons arrived 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). This group, composed of 209 women, 441 children and 106 
men, settled near Bangalu, nine kilometres from the border of Sudan. UNHCR staff from the office in Aru 
(DRC) are travelling to Bangalu to assess the situation of the displaced.  
 
UNHCR’s new role with regard to IDPs in Khartoum and return of IDPs from north to south 
The High Commissioner has agreed with the Emergency Relief Coordinator that UNHCR will take a lead role 
in the protection of IDPs in Khartoum and an enhanced one on the return of IDPs from north to south. Thus, 
under the 2006 UN Work Plan, UNHCR has submitted proposals for protection assistance on behalf of IDPs 
in Khartoum, Kassala and Blue Nile States in the context of return to south Sudan. The proposed projects 
(protection monitoring, capacity building, “go and see” visits and provision of objective information on areas of 
return) aim to: 1) train partners on protection issues and develop their capacity to safeguard the rights of 
IDPs and 2) allow UNHCR to undertake systematic monitoring in the IDP camps to ensure that protection 
issues are identified and addressed. As part of the efforts to provide accurate and relevant information to 
IDPs about their places of origin, UNHCR has submitted a project to support “go and see” visits of IDP 
representatives from Western Equatoria.  
 
IDP community meetings in Khartoum  
Throughout the months of October and November, UNHCR staff visited six IDP camps/settlements in and 
around Khartoum to meet with the IDP communities. The sites visited were Jebel Aulia, Mayo, Soba, Korton 
Kassala, Geborona, and Wade Albashir. In each location, a cross-section of IDP groups – women, men, 
elders and youth – were met separately to discuss their particular concerns. These IDPs originate mainly 
from Western Equatoria and have previously approached UNHCR to assist in facilitating their return to their 
places of origin. The overall objective of the visits was to listen to the concerns raised by the various groups 
within the IDP communities in order to identify areas of intervention and plan for protection and community 
service-related assistance programmes. 
 
IDP survey south Sudan 
The IDP survey in south Sudan is in the implementation phase. Training of surveyors in Malakal and Kapoeta 
was undertaken on 23-25 November and the survey started on 28 November. In Aweils and Wau, the survey 
has been completed and all questionnaires from Wau and the first batch from Aweils have arrived at the IOM 
data processing unit in Rumbek. The survey in Juba is ongoing, where a total of 450 IDPs were interviewed 
within the first three days of the commencement of exercise. Initial observations from the survey indicate that 
the IDPs in Juba are keen to return to their places of origin. IDPs from Yei have expressed the desire to 
return soonest. IDPs from different areas have expressed some concern about land mines and the pace of 
clearance. The survey will last 15 days. 
 
Returnees 
 
Refugees 
During the week, UNHCR Malakal registered five cases (48 individuals) of returning refugees from Ethiopia, 
mainly from Fugnido and Dimma refugee camps. The forms containing detailed information of the returning 
refugees were shared with UNHCR Gambella (Ethiopia) to verify the information provided by the returnees.  
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IDPs 
In Malakal, the Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) continues to register and provide statistics 
for returning IDPs. According to the verification and registration exercise conducted on 26-28 November by 
ADRA, the total number of registered returning IDPs is 51 households (234 individuals). They are coming 
from Khartoum, Renk, Medeni and Kosti and are returning to Malakal, Nasir and Baliet.  
 
UNHCR also started to register returnees at the harbour of Malakal, with staff taking turns to have a 
permanent presence at the harbour from 7:00 to 18:00. This permanent presence will help to obtain reliable 
statistics and monitor the movement of returnees more closely. During the reporting period, UNHCR 
conducted a registration and monitoring exercise of returning IDPs from northern Sudan at the harbour. 
According to the interviews, the majority of the IDPs are returning from Renk, the northern part of Upper Nile 
State, and are going to Baliet and Nasir. They are mainly children and women who report that their husbands 
remained behind to work on the farms and gain some money before returning. The returnees also report that 
they returned because they were informed by their relatives who are living in Nasir and Baliet that it is now 
safe for them to return.   
 
Displaced Bor Dinka start returning home to Bor 
A group of 12,000 displaced Bor Dinka with an estimated one and a half million heads of cattle is beginning 
to arrive at Kudele, four kilometers at the western outskirts of Juba, on their way to cross the Juba bridge to 
return to Bor, their original home. The Bor Dinka have been displaced for more than 15 years in the western 
part of the country where they had split up in 34 cattle camps. Their return route is through Juba as they have 
to cross from the west to the east side of the Nile River on their way home to Bor. UN agencies and NGOs 
have been requested by the Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (SRRC) to assist with setting up a 
temporary way station at Lologo, approximately 10 kilometres south-west of Juba, and provide services to the 
vulnerable (mainly elderly persons, women and children). UNHCR is responsible for registration and 
protection monitoring in Lologo. While IOM will transport the vulnerable IDPs by barge from Juba to Bor (a 
journey of one or two days), the younger men will drive the cattle back to Bor along the Nile River and will be 
escorted by the SPLM/A to avoid frictions with the agriculturalists. The journey is expected to take 
approximately six weeks.        
 
UNHCR opens new offices in Kapoeta and Bor 
Following the deployment of emergency response teams to south Sudan on 15 November, UNHCR has 
opened offices in Kapoeta (Eastern Equatoria) and Bor (Jonglei State) to prepare for organized repatriation of 
refugees from Ethiopia and Kenya. In Kapoeta, the office compound is under construction and UNHCR met 
with the Commissioner to discuss the proposed site for the construction of a way station. During the meeting, 
the Commissioner also requested that representatives of the local authorities go on a “go and see” visit to 
Kakuma refugee camp in Kenya to meet with potential returnees before the repatriation takes place. 
Furthermore, on 24 November, UNHCR fielded a mission to Narus and Nadapal (Sudan-Kenyan border). The 
objectives of the mission were: 1) to conduct a road assessment from Kapoeta to Nadapal (Sudan-Kenyan 
border); 2) to introduce UNHCR to the authorities at the border; 3) to understand the cross-border process 
and modalities; and 4) to meet the OCHA trainers for the IDP survey in Narus.  
 
In Bor, the local authorities and population warmly welcomed the arrival of UNHCR. Initial meetings took 
place with SRRC, WFP, INTERSOS, WINROCK International and Johaniter Unfall Hilfe. Two sites, for the 
UNHCR office and for the way station, have been identified and approved by the Governor and the Minister 
of Physical Infrastructure. While no reliable registration and returnee statistics are available at the moment, it 
has been reported by the authorities that spontaneous returnee movements towards Bor from IDP camps in 
the north and neighbouring countries average 50 to 100 persons per day. Between one and four barges 
arrive from the north every month with different numbers of passengers. Governmental officials seem to have 
started a registration system; however, initial information indicates that the process is incomplete. Returnees 
and IDPs are arriving in the area with no or little assistance by existing systems. The new arrivals are 
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assisted in foster families within and outside Bor town, but the families often do not have the capacity to 
support them. WFP is providing food rations to some returnees.  
 

 
William, his wife Mary and their son Daniel in front of their temporary accommodation in the outskirts of 
Bor. They left Bor in 1991 and recently returned from Mugale IDP camp, at the border with Uganda, 
because of insecurity due to repeated attacks from the LRA since last May. Photo: UNHCR/H. Caux 
 
 “Go and see” visits for Sudanese refugees in Kenya 
On 1 December, UNHCR took two delegations of Sudanese refugees from Kakuma camp in northwestern 
Kenya on “go and see” visits to their regions of origin in south Sudan. One delegation of five elderly refugee 
representatives flew to Kapoeta (Eastern Equatoria). A second delegation of eight refugee representatives 
went to Bor (Jonglei State). In each case, refugees met with the local authorities and were given a tour of the 
town. They also met with relatives they have not seen for many years. The delegations went back to Kakuma 
on the same day and will inform their fellow refugees in Kakuma of their findings in south Sudan. These visits 
give the refugees an opportunity to see with their own eyes the situation on the ground in order to make a 
voluntary decision whether to come back to south Sudan. There are 73,000 Sudanese refugees in Kakuma 
camp and, at this point, over 2,000 have registered with UNHCR to be repatriated to their areas of origin. The 
first organized repatriation movement from Kakuma camp is expected to take place on 17 December. 
 
Sudanese refugees in Ethiopia 
Registration in Fugnido refugee camp (Ethiopia) was concluded on 30 October. The exercise reveals the 
presence of 25,758 refugees in the camp (52 percent female and 47 percent male). This figure shows a 21 
percent decrease in the number of refugees compared to the previous month. The ethnic breakdown is as 
follows: Dinka: 1,307 (3.11 percent); Nuer: 14,921 (35.54 percent); Anuak: 9,284 (22.11 percent); other: 231 
(0.59 percent). 
 
Police training 
UNHCR conducted a training for police officers at the Crop Training Centre on 28 November. The subject of 
training was the 16 days’ campaign to eliminate violence against women. UNHCR gave a comprehensive 
overview of the legal basis for protecting women from violence, including rape, under the Penal Code and 
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Criminal Procedure Code of South Sudan. The police training is organized by the UN Police and funded by 
UNDP, with UNHCR providing training support. 
 
Progress on Community-Based Reintegration Projects 
 
Juba 

• The education training project for returnee students by Windle Trust International (WTI) started on 26 
November. Nearly 300 returnee students who are waiting to be registered for University are going to 
be trained by WTI to be English teachers in order to fill the gaps created by the lack of English 
teachers in Juba and surrounding areas. Additionally, these returnee students will be given training 
for life skills and HIV/AIDS. 

Yei 
• The handing-over ceremony for the County administration office block that was rehabilitated by 

Action Africa Hielfe (AAH) with funds from UNHCR took place on 29 November. The County 
authorities thanked UNHCR for the support provided, which included rehabilitation, provision of office 
equipment and computers. UNHCR highlighted that the purpose of rehabilitating the block was to 
strengthen the capacity of the County administration.  

• ACROSS organized a one-day workshop that brought together stakeholders in the water sector, 
including International Aid Services (IAS), Southern Sudan Development Organization (SSDO), 
indigenous NGOs and the County water department. The objective of the workshop was to develop 
strategies for developing water and sanitation messages which can be disseminated through radio 
programmes. 

• Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) distributed 390 bicycles to 33 schools, Payam Education Supervisors 
and the County Education Offices in Morobo, Lainya and Yei Counties. A total of 323 teachers 
(including 17 females), 14 Payam Education Supervisors and 53 staff from County Education Offices 
benefited from the distribution. The distribution, which is in support of the teachers’ incentive 
programme, is intended to enhance school supervision and timely reporting of teachers to work. 

 
Ethiopian asylum seekers in Malakal 
One more case (family) was registered during the week, bringing the total of Ethiopian Anuak asylum seekers 
in Malakal to 77 families (119 individuals). All asylum seekers are receiving assistance from UNHCR, 
including food and non food items once a month and medical assistance. 
 
Voluntary repatriation of Congolese refugees living in Juba  
UNHCR has commenced the registration process for Congolese refugees residing in Juba, thus paving the 
way for their eventual voluntary repatriation to the DRC. Seventy–nine families comprising 229 individuals 
were registered within the first two days of the exercise. The refugees were very excited about registration 
and have expressed confidence that UNHCR is serious about taking them home. Many of the elderly 
refugees requested that they be the first to register and expressed the hope that they may return home 
before the year end. The exercise is expected to last seven days. Upon completion of the registration in 
Juba, a similar process will take place in Khartoum for the Congolese residing there. 
 
Visit of Japanese Member of Parliament to Juba 
UNHCR facilitated a three-day mission of a Member of Parliament of Japan, Mr. Taniai, to Juba on 24-26 
November. Mr. Taniai belongs to one of the leading coalition parties in Japan and has shown great interest in 
rehabilitation/reconstruction work for south Sudan (the Japanese Government committed USD 100 million for 
this during the Oslo conference). He had a meeting with UN agencies, NGOs and SRRC. He also visited 
UNHCR projects sites in and around Juba.  
 
Update on funding situation for South Sudan as at 27 October 
Requirements (includes countries of asylum): US$ 76,347,770 
2005 Contributions: US$ 38,953,891 
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EEEAAASSSTTT   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN 
 
Security 
There has been growing tension on the Ethiopian-Eritrean border causing widespread fears that the two 
nations might start a new war over their disputed border which sparked a deadly war between 1998 and 
2000. This followed a flight ban which the Eritrean Government imposed on a reconnaissance mission of the 
UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) over the disputed 1,000 kilometres border for unexplained 
reasons. The ban, which was later reinforced by a decision to limit the movement of UN vehicles to the main 
roads only, reportedly reduced UNMEE’s monitoring capability by about 55-60 percent. Following the ban, 
Eritrea and Ethiopia have reportedly re-positioned soldiers and armaments on the frontier, raising the risk of a 
new war. UNHCR has been on preparatory mode in anticipation of a refugee influx. A team of UN Security 
Officers conducted a security assessment along the border between Sudan and Eritrea in Kassala State to 
establish safety routes in the event of an influx. 
 
Preparing for a refugee influx 
In view of a possible refugee influx into east Sudan, workshops on preparedness were held in Gedaref and 
Kassala States and were attended by the local authorities, the Commissioner for Refugees (COR), NGOs 
and UNHCR. As agreed, in Kassala State the expected entry points are Awad, Gulssa, Laffa and Gargaf for 
the Eritrean influx through Wad Sherefie and Shagarab (as registration centres) to Gulssa, Laffa and 
Shagarab 2 camps. In Gedaref State, the expected entry points are Gulaea, Lugdi, Gargaf, Hamdait and 
Magarif for the Ethiopians influx through Hashaba registration centre to Abuda and Wad El Hileau camps. 
 
Refugee Status Determination 
For the reporting period, 151 (six female and 145 male) Eritrean asylum seekers were registered. A total of 
170 applicants were interviewed and all of them were accepted. There were no rejected and appeal cases in 
the period under review. All accepted persons were transferred from Wad Sherifey reception centre to Kilo 26 
camp. As of 29 November, there are 103 cases pending for interviews. 
 
Resettlement 
On 27 November, nine Eritrean and Ethiopian refugee families (24 individuals) departed for Khartoum and 
are proceeding to Canada, their resettlement country. Moreover, seven refugee families (37 individuals) from 
Um Gargor and Umgulja were called by the Canadian Government for interview on 7-8 December. Activities 
to comply with the requirements of the resettlement country are being undertaken by the concerned refugees. 
Some of the individuals, who were found to have health problems, are undergoing further tests and treatment 
in Khartoum. Others are securing needed documents for their journey.  
 
Health 
UNHCR joined the countrywide National Immunization Day by conducting house to house immunization of 
children in all the camps. The target was to reach 10,705 children below the age of 5 in all the camps. After a 
three-day campaign, 11,279 children had been immunized, which represents 105% achievement. The same 
services were extended to include children living in neighbouring communities. 
 
Nutrition 
UNHCR is conducting a nutrition survey in Wadi Sharifey camp (population by October: 32,870). The 
campaign is done jointly with GOAL and the State Ministry of Health primarily to assess the community 
around the camp and Kassala areas. By covering Wadi Sharifey camp, UNHCR will be able to compare and 
contrast these two communities that have been living adjacent to each other for decades.   
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Education 
UNHCR and COR have been organising school visits in all the camps. During the reporting period, basic 
schools in Um Gargur and Shagarab were visited and meetings were organised with teachers, the elders’ 
committee and home visitors to establish a reporting system on the situation of children of school-age who 
are out of school and children with special needs. In the meetings, the shortage of teachers was recognised 
as the most critical issue.      
 
Environment 
Following an environmental community needs assessment, UNHCR, the Forest National Corporation (FNC) 
and the World Conservation Union (IUCN) identified information gaps and agreed to collect more information 
on socio-economic and land tenure issues affecting the communities to complement the information that has 
already been documented. Trained community members will collect information on socio-economic issues 
facilitated by FNC. For the land tenure issues, it is expected that the study which will be conducted by FAO in 
early 2006 will provide more light on land access and rights for both refugees and local communities.   
 
   
Update on funding situation for East Sudan as at 27 October 
Requirements: US$ 15,210,745 
2005 Contributions: US$ 11,139,815 
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DDDAAARRRFFFUUURRR 
 
Security 
The security situation in Darfur has worsened and direct threats to shoot down UN helicopters flying in and 
around Jebel Moon have been made by Jibrail, the National Movement for Reforms and Development 
(NMRD) leader. The original NMRD, that was the result of a split from the Justice and Equality Movement 
(JEM), had not been heard of in any significant way for many months. Apparently, now there has been a 
further split. Some members have joined the JEM and the remaining members led by Jibrail appear to have 
regrouped and are aggressively building up their logistical capacity and once again claiming attention through 
ambushes, attacks on police stations, thefts of cars and military equipment, including from the AU and ICRC, 
as well as explicit threats to any agency moving in the area by air. This has led to the ICRC’s temporary 
departure and de facto suspension of activities in the Sulea/Kulbus/Jebel Moon area. It has also led to the 
UN deciding not to fly into the area for the time being, which might seriously curtail humanitarian activities to 
IDPs in the immediate future. ICRC has been engaged in negotiations to re-possess their cars but thus far 
has not been successful. Agencies are following the outcome of the ICRC discussions very closely as this will 
have an impact on operations in the area.  
 
In South Darfur, the situation is generally calm; however, it was reported that on 21 November, three IDPs 
were taken away from Kalma camp by three armed men while collecting firewood. The three armed men 
were suspected to be Arab local militias. While the security situation in Gereida remains unchanged, the 
situation in Sheria is very volatile. Reports confirmed by the AU indicate that, due to the inaccessibility of the 
area by humanitarian agencies, dead bodies remained exposed in the field following the attacks. About 1,000 
people were displaced. 
  
WEST DARFUR 
 
Inter-Sudanese peace talks on the conflict in Darfur 
The seventh round of the inter-Sudanese peace talks on Darfur due to start on 21 November started on 29 
November in Abuja, Nigeria. The talks, organized under the auspices of the AU with the support of the 
international community, are attended by representatives of the Government of National Unity of Sudan, JEM 
and the Sudan Liberation Movement/Army (SLM/A), in addition to the Chadian co-mediation and the Nigerian 
and Libyan facilitators, as well as representatives of international partners. Dr. Salim Ahmed Salim, AU 
Special Envoy and Chief Mediator, commended all efforts made since the last round (which ended on 20 
October 2005) by the AU mediation and international partners to overcome the divisions within the SLM/A 
leadership. The AU communiqué issued on 27 November refers in particular to the various initiatives taken 
by the USA, Chad, Libya and Eritrea with the support of the AU.  
 
Update on contingency planning 
UNHCR continues to update its contingency planning in coordination with other humanitarian agencies 
(INTERSOS, CRS, Concern and JLC in particular). Due to the latest developments, foreseen scenarios and 
implications have partly changed. There are now possibilities of influxes of Sudanese and Chadians along 
the entire border.  
 
Population movements  
UNHCR was informed by the Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) that ten families from Kalma camp, South 
Darfur, and ten families from Mornei IDP camps are planning to join their families/relatives in Hassa Hissa 
camp, Zalingei. The movement does not appear to be organised by the Government and HAC is keeping 
UNHCR well informed. UNHCR has made contacts with the relevant IDP community leaders in Zalingei and 
IOM in Nyala to follow up on this issue. 
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Returns Working Group  
On 22 November, the Returns Working Group met at the UNHCR office in El Geneina, where it was reported 
that the planned return of IDPs from Bindisi camp to the periphery areas of Bindisi, Jabel and Bindisi Shimal 
consists of 550 families. Negotiations are ongoing with the Government for deployment of police in these 
areas. It was also reported that a possible new influx of returns from border areas in the coming months is 
expected. 
 
Meeting with HAC in Zalingei 
On 29 November, UNHCR Zalingei held a meeting with HAC on return issues. The meeting was very 
constructive and further developed the good relationship between HAC and UNHCR in Zalingei. Issues 
covered in the meeting included new Government-organized movements to and within West Darfur; updates 
on the Government-organized return movements in Zalingei of June 2005; land occupation; safety of farmers 
and crops in returns areas; and police deployment in rural areas. No new movements are planned, in part 
because the new Commissioner and HAC representative for Zalingei have not been appointed. HAC 
acknowledged that the June movements were largely unsuccessful and indicated that similar exercises would 
not be repeated in the future. A common understanding emerged between HAC and UNHCR regarding 
appropriate conditions under which returns should take place and UNHCR reiterated its commitment to 
support any such returns through community-based reintegration projects and other measures to ensure 
sustainability. It was agreed to establish a regular weekly meeting to facilitate a continuous exchange of 
information between HAC and UNHCR.  
 
Occupation and burning of abandoned villages and farm lands 
UNHCR has completed a paper on “Occupation and recent burning of villages and farm lands,” where it is 
reported that one of the most evident results of the Darfur conflict is the change in migratory patterns that had 
characterized the region for decades. Significant numbers of Arab nomads, many from Chad, have settled 
and have engaged in agricultural activities. The traditional African leaders and supervisors of the affected 
areas are extremely worried about this trend. The Government suggests that this is happening because the 
migratory routes are blocked and that it is natural that these groups are settling where they find suitable land. 
While this might be one of the causes, it is clear that it is not the only element. UNHCR is advised that in 
order to deal with this and other issues such as destruction of crops and migratory routes, the local 
Government has allegedly created a number of multi-ethnic committees. There is also a committee 
established at the Khartoum level to deal comprehensively with the issue of migratory routes.  
 
The phenomenon of burning of abandoned villages was observed mainly in the Masteri area during the last 
months of 2004. It is alleged that in that period, over 50 empty villages were destroyed to prevent the return 
of the original occupants, but also to prevent any possible refuge for the SLM/A. Two new cases of burning of 
villages have been documented between April and July 2005. One was the village of Koboska, located in 
Habila locality between Tewenj and Sawani. Koboska was a Masalit village, abandoned but not destroyed. 
Approximately 30 huts were burned at the beginning of June, allegedly by a group of nomads newly settled in 
the surrounding area. The original inhabitants are traveling from Tewenj and Sawani to cultivate. Most 
recently, six villages were burned in an area between Masteri and El Geneina. The information was 
corroborated by traditional leaders of the area, but needs to be verified.  
 
In the same period, UNHCR has received numerous reports of trees and mango orchards being burned in 
areas originally belonging to displaced African populations. The reporters claim that this was done to 
eliminate any possibility of sustainable return and therefore consolidate the seizure of the territory by the 
nomads. However, as these gardens are very often located in remote and sometimes inaccessible areas, 
UNHCR was not able to verify directly the accuracy of these reports. 
 
Protection Working Group in Zalingei 
During the reporting period, the Protection Working Group in Zalingei met and discussed advocacy on the 
issue of 24-hour CivPol patrols in IDP camps; how to address the ongoing problem of Arab nomads crossing 
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Khamsa Degaig and Hassa Hissa camps; child protection, in particular fees for birth certificates and 
schooling for IDPs; the firewood accompaniment programme; and the 16 days campaign on the elimination of 
violence against women. It was agreed that UNHCR as Chair of the Working Group would take responsibility 
for 1) following up on advocacy for 24-hour CivPol patrols on behalf of the whole group and 2) seek to 
establish a dialogue with Arab nomad groups crossing the camps and coordinate with relevant NGOs for 
possible assistance to such groups at a later date. It was also agreed that UNICEF would take the lead on 
advocacy in relation to the two child protection issues raised – fees for birth certificates and schooling for 
IDPs – on behalf of the group.   
 
Legal aid network 
Discussions were held with USAID – Development Alternatives Inc. (DAI) about another Darfur lawyers’ 
gathering to follow up on matters raised in the colloquium on “Meeting the legal aid needs of West Darfur” 
organized at the end of September 2005. DAI reported that a legal aid network has been established with 
their assistance but is not yet registered in Khartoum. At a later meeting with the leader of the legal aid 
network, UNHCR agreed to assist with the organization of another gathering of lawyers to take place in 
Nyala, South Darfur, in January 2006. UNHCR encourages such gatherings as part of capacity/confidence 
building as well as information sharing and exchange of views among the legal aid workers in Darfur. In 
addition, it strengthens the legal aid network which would lead to a common understanding of the legal 
system in Darfur, and Sudan in general, and provide necessary legal support to IDP victims of the conflict. 
 
Setting up firewood patrolling 
Meetings with the AU Protection Force and CivPol including UNHCR, SC-US, Terre des Hommes and 
community male and female leaders from Ardamata camp have continued in regards to setting up firewood 
patrolling. Results have been very positive and the very first firewood patrol in any El Geneina camp will take 
place on 9 December for the Ardamata community.  
 
New decree by the Wali of West Darfur  
UNHCR was informed that the Wali of West Darfur issued a new decree (no. 20) on 22 November to 
establish a committee to eliminate violence against women. The committee envisages the Wali as Chairman 
and participation of UN agencies (UNMIS, UNHCR and UNFPA), national and international NGOs, police, 
security, HAC and the AU. The committee will meet twice a month and its main objectives are: awareness 
raising that violence against women is a criminal act and perpetrators will be brought to justice; capacity 
building among the police force aiming at protecting and providing security for women; treatment of survivors 
of sexual and gender-based violence without having to present “form 8” unlike in the past; and increase in 
female police staff. This State level initiative is probably one of the results of the continued pressure from the 
international community and individual agencies on the Government of Sudan to produce a comprehensive 
plan to eliminate violence against women. UNHCR has agreed to participate in the committee and will try to 
contribute to measures that might ultimately be beneficial to survivors of sexual violence as well as to reduce 
the possibility of the violence. 
 
Sixteen days activism to eliminate violence against women 
For the 16 days campaign, UNHCR Zalingei collaborated with other agencies, NGOs and IDP women to 
produce a photo exhibition of pictures taken by IDP women. The women took photos of aspects of their lives 
that have been affected by the conflict and which relate to the over-arching themes of the campaign: violence 
and health. The photos of firewood collection and other activities show how much the burden of hard work 
and exposure to violence falls on women in Darfur. There were 46 photos in the exhibit, which also 
incorporated comments from the women about how the photos relate to the themes of the campaign.  
Examples of comments were: 1) “Women do everything because many do not have men. But even when 
there are men, they do nothing to help us.” 2) “Because of the war, men cannot go out of the camps and 
women have to support the entire family.” 3) “Women and children have no enemies. Islam says they must 
be protected. But during the war even the old women were attacked; there is no respect.”  
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The exhibition opened on 27 November in Zalingei town and will rotate through three IDP camps in Zalingei 
over the course of the 16 days. The opening ceremony included presentations of traditional dances by IDP 
women and speeches by the Acting Commissioner, the Chairwoman of the Zalingei women's union and 
UNHCR staff. The authorities have been very supportive of this project, particularly in facilitating the taking of 
the photos, which is strictly regulated in Sudan. 
 

 

 
These photos were taken by IDP women, including Kultum (brick making), Rose John (firewood collection 
and woman nursing) and Hawa Adam Mohamed (woman with jar). They depict aspects of their daily life. 

 
As part of the campaign, UNHCR Zalingei conducted a workshop on sexual and gender-based violence on 
29 November in Hassa Hissa camp targeting IDP youths. A total of 28 participants attended the workshop, of 
whom 17 were girls. 
 
Visit of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General  
The Special Representative of the Secretary-General visited El Geneina and spoke with UN, NGOs, 
Government authorities and tribal leaders. Issues discussed included the relevance and importance given to 
recommendations taken by the Area Security Management Team in El Geneina, which will, in principle, be 
respected and endorsed in Khartoum; the organization of an inter-agency mission to Jebel Moon to assess 
the protection, human rights and humanitarian situation following the recent military attack; the possibility of 
gradually re-opening some roads in West Darfur; and strong messages to the Government on issues of land 
occupation, destruction of crops, attacks on IDP villages, need to ensure security, harassment of lawyers at 
the UNHCR workshop, the importance of freedom of movement for humanitarian agencies, the need for 
regular high level meetings between the UN and the authorities as well as the need to encourage dialogue 
with Arab leaders. 
 
 
 



UNHCR Sudan Operations                 12/15 

SOUTH DARFUR 
 
Inter-Darfur Protection Working Groups  
The inter-Darfur Protection Working Groups meeting was held in Nyala under the auspices of UNHCR on 22-
23 November. The group discussed, inter alia, protection contingencies in the event of limited capacity; 
establishment of Protection Working Groups in areas without UN presence; establishment of Protection 
Working Groups in areas of (potential) return; and expansion of protection coverage. The meeting was well 
attended by NGO and UN representatives from North, South and West Darfur and seven members of the 
Khartoum Protection Steering Group. 
 
Sixteen days activism to eliminate violence against women 
Campaign activities continued with the theme “For the Health of Women, For the Health of the World, Say 
NO to Violence Against Women.” UNHCR, in collaboration with UNFPA and UNMIS, conducted and 
facilitated a trainers’ sensitization workshop for 20 local staff working for UN agencies and international 
NGOs. The topics included sexual and gender-based violence, HIV/AIDS and human rights. The two 
sessions, which were held at two camps, were considered to be a success, but El Sherif and Kalma camps 
were not reached because of security constrains. 
 
 
Update on funding situation for Darfur as at 27 October 
Requirements: US$ 31,341,044 
2005 Contributions: US$ 14,464,002 
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CCCHHHAAADDD 
 
Security 
On the night of 25 November, in Guereda, eastern Chad, armed men hijacked the District Chief Medical 
Coordinator’s car and attempted to steal the Prefect’s vehicle. The local gendarmerie radio base was also 
stolen. The unidentified men were chased by the gendarmes and gunshots were heard on the outskirts of 
Guereda town. The next day the situation was calm in Guereda and humanitarian workers did not see their 
activities stopped, but they opted for increased security measures such as travelling in convoy in the area.  
 
EASTERN CHAD 
 
Border monitoring 
A border monitoring mission visited the border crossing of Cariari, east of Oure Cassoni camp. A meeting 
with GNNT (Garde Nationale et Nomade Tchadienne) was held to discuss the fact that Oure Cassoni camp is 
too close to the border and needs relocating. 
 
Registration 
During the registration verification exercise which took place in Koukou during the week of 15 November, 106 
individual cases were recognized and accepted while 23 cases were rejected and 23 other cases confirmed. 
 
Assistance to detained refugees 
During the week 14–27 November, 14 detainees in Biltine were visited and one refugee suffering from 
tuberculosis was assisted. Discussions have been initiated with the health delegate of Biltine to establish a 
mechanism to ensure that refugees in detention in Biltine have access to timely medical care. The issue will 
be further discussed with UNHCR Abeche. 
 
Addressing gender issues 
UNHCR Abeche, in cooperation with UNHCR Iriba, organized a seminar on international protection and 
gender issues for the local authorities, CNAR (the national authority for refugees), NGO partners and 
UNHCR Iriba from 21 to 22 November. Moreover, the Gender Officer held meetings at UNHCR Farchana 
with medical partners and UNHCR community services staff concerning rape cases reported in the camps. 
 
Child protection  
UNHCR Abeche conducted a workshop on the Convention on the Rights of the Child, Chadian law and how 
to interview traumatized children in Koukou and at UNHCR offices in Goz Beida, Bahai and Iriba. In each 
field office, the team trained up to 40 participants from the local partners, CNAR, gendarmes and UNHCR 
staff.  The training is continuing in the following week in UNHCR offices in Guereda and Farchana. In Iriba, 
an additional workshop was held on the importance of birth registration, in which the Directeur de l’État civil 
from N’Djamena took part as co-facilitator. Some 30 persons participated in the training.  
 
Food security 
UNHCR has approached FAO to request the inclusion of families with malnourished children among the 
beneficiaries of FAO’s home gardening programme. The approach was well-received and FAO will shortly 
initiate a relevant data collection exercise in refugee camps. 
 
Health and nutrition  
Mass vaccination against meningitis went well from 21 to 23 November, reaching 70,000 persons including 
all school attendees in the refugee camps of the southern axis and in the towns of Koukou Angara, Goz 
Beida and Abeche. The last round of vaccination against poliomyelitis was announced for early December. 
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The coordination meeting for the health sector took place at Guereda on 27 November. The meeting proved 
constructive as it helped clear previous coordination problems between International Medical Corps (IMC) 
and the District Medical Coordination. The stage has hence been set for IMC to go ahead with its support to 
the surgical block and the maternity ward at Guereda. IMC will also provide some materials for the medical 
centre of Iriba which will be inaugurated on 16 December. 
 
For reasons that remain to be identified, cases of malnutrition have been found to be on the increase in Am 
Nabak. In the meantime, the nutritional survey goes on at Oure Cassoni.   
 
Education activities 
The implementing partner RET has now entered in the execution phase of its post-primary intervention 
targeting 1,000 refugee and local youths. The programme will cover recreational activities and a life skills 
component including numeracy, literacy, human rights and peace education. The programme is considered 
as an effort to lay foundations for proper secondary education activities in the years to come.  
 
Funding shortfalls 
UNHCR undertook a series of drastic budget reductions as the contributions received during the year did not 
meet the total requirements of the operation. As a result, most of the non-essential activities in the camps 
and activities for the host communities have been postponed until next year. For example, the workshop on 
chemical analysis of water has been postponed till January 2006. Furthermore, most of the constructions for 
refugee camps and host communities, which had not started yet, have been put on hold.  
 
SOUTHERN CHAD 
 
Border monitoring  
During the reporting period, two border monitoring exercises were undertaken with the collaboration of CNAR 
in the villages of Maibo, Namle, Mainana, Nana Barya, Maissou Chad, Danamadja and Barra. Some 
identified 1,750 refugees arrived in Chad two to four weeks ago.  
 
A two-day joint UNHCR/CNAR pre-screening mission was also completed in Betel. Out of estimated 315 
refugees, only 150 refugees showed up. UNHCR was told that many refugees returned to the Central African 
Republic (CAR) in between to collect their harvest. The pre-screening was thoroughly done, resulting in a 
final figure of 16 families identified as refugees.  
 
Statistics and registration 
The total refugee population in Amboko refugee settlement is 26,172 (including old caseloads, i.e 13,826 who 
arrived before June 2005). The number of new arrivals is 12,346 – they are hosted in the extension of 
Amboko settlement. 
 
Health and nutrition 
A decrease in the mortality rate for children under 5 has been noted at Amboko settlement and at its 
extension. The main ailments frequently treated during the reporting period were malaria, diarrhoea and 
respiratory diseases. Fifty children out of 250 exhibited signs of malnutrition during a recent measles 
vaccination campaign. 
 
Sanitation work 
Pressing sanitation work at Amboko consists in the construction of family showers and the improvement of 
the latrines with straw fences. In all, 407 latrines at Amboko settlement and 535 at its extension are 
operational, which represents a ratio of 27 persons per latrine. No additional latrines have been built at the 
extension as there have been no relocations from the border to Amboko.  Additional efforts are being made in 
order to promote hygiene and reduce cases of diarrhoea in the camp.  
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Education 
The drop-out rates in primary school are too high, mainly among the girls. UNHCR and African Concern are 
investigating this issue. From 21 to 26 November, refresher training was given to secondary school teachers 
from both Amboko College and Gore Lycee. It focused on integration of refugee children in the Chadian 
educational system. 
 
Income generation activities 
All of the 14 groups identified have now received micro-credits. Small animal husbandry should be introduced 
in Amboko settlement in the coming months.  
 
Agriculture 
A FAO mission visited Amboko settlement in order to check the quality and quantity of the ongoing and 
upcoming harvest in the settlement. It was noted that peanut and corn productions have suffered from lack of 
water. On the other hand, the introduction of niebe (beans) was successful. The cassava yield should be 
good, unless the plants are left unprotected and/or are destroyed by cattle. It is predictable that the sorghum 
crop will decrease by 30-40 percent this year. 
 
New site at Gondjé 
The installation of the camp in the new site at Gondjé is in progress. Water bladders have been installed 
pending completion of the installation of a functional water system. The first convoy to this new site was 
planned for 2 December. UNHCR’s implementing partner, COOPI, provided the camp with two new 
generators and repaired one in order to improve the water system. In the meantime, refugees at Amboko 
settlement and the extension received an average of 15.6 litres of water per person per day.  
 
Reintegration of Chadian returnees 
A follow-up mission to monitor the living conditions of the Chadian returnees took place. Besides common 
financial problems, no further problems regarding integration or discrimination were reported. 
 
 
Update on funding situation for Chad as at 27 October 
Requirements: US$ 81,225,813 
2005 Contributions: US$ 49,216,870 

   


