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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 In Northern and Southern Sudan, production of the 2010 main 
season’s cereal crop is estimated to be well-above average 

 Food security generally improves, although the number of food 
vulnerable people in Southern Sudan may vary depending on 
how civil security conditions develop during the post-
referendum period 

 In the North, sorghum and wheat prices show diverging trends 

 In the South, food supplies may decrease in local markets if 
trade flows are disrupted by renewed civil insecurity situations 
following the referendum 

Good production estimates for 2010 main cereal 
harvest 
In Northern Sudan, harvesting of cereal crops is about to be completed 
and production in 2010 (including the small irrigated wheat crop, to be 
harvested in March/April) is tentatively estimated at a high of 5.7 million 
tonnes, almost double the level of the 2009 drought-affected output. 
Precipitations were reasonably early and well-distributed during the 
season. Countrywide, the planted area with sorghum and millet, the 
main cereal crops, has substantially increased due to generally good 
access to land and inputs. The only exception was in South Kordofan 
state, where the planted area decreased by about 280 000 hectares, 
relative to the average of the last five years, as a result of poor to civil 
security conditions. 
 
In Southern Sudan, harvesting of 2010 main season’s maize and 
groundnut crops has been recently completed. Crop growing conditions 
were generally good throughout the season, despite some localised 
dry-spells and flooding. Rainfall started on time in most locations and 
levels were normal to above-normal, as well as being well distributed. 
The 2010 cereal harvest is estimated at 695 000 tonnes, nearly 30 
percent higher than the 2009 output, which was severely affected by 
poor and erratic rainfall. 
 
Abundant precipitations have generally improved the availability of 
water and pasture in Northern and Southern Sudan pastoral areas, 
reducing trekking distances, as well as improving livestock body 
conditions and milk production. 

Food security conditions improve, but concerns 
remain in Southern Sudan due to the referendum 
Countrywide, food security conditions have recently improved as a 
result of increased markets supplies from the newly harvested crops. 
However, in Northern Sudan about 4 to 4.5 million people still remain 
moderately food vulnerable, mostly concentrated in Darfur, Red Sea 
State, as well as South and North Kordofan states. In Southern Sudan, 
food security prospects depend on the development of the self- 
determination referendum, which started from 9 January, and the post-
referendum periods, in terms of civil security and flows of returnees. 
Currently, about 145 000 people have returned to Southern Sudan to 
participate in the referendum and are mostly concentrated in the border 
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states of Northern Bahr El Ghazal, Warrap, Unity and Upper Nile. The 
estimated number of people in need of food assistance is expected to 
increase gradually in coming months and, given a peaceful post-
referendum scenario, could reach 1.4 million in May at the beginning of 
the lean season. This number, however, is expected to rise to 2.7 
million if insecurity conditions worsen and trade flows are consequently 
disrupted for several months, reducing food supplies in local markets 
and increasing food prices.  

While sorghum becomes cheaper, wheat prices 
remain at high levels 
In Northern Sudan, reflecting good production prospects, wholesale 
prices of sorghum (feterita) have been characterized by a downward 
trend since July/August in most markets. In December 2010, sorghum 
was traded in Khartoum wholesale market at average SDG 890 per 
tonne, about 30 percent less than one year earlier. In contrast, 
wholesale prices of wheat, mostly imported and consumed in urban 
markets, have steadily increased since July 2010, in-line with 
international price movements, and reached SDG 1500 per tonne in 
December 2010, about 23 percent more than one year before. 
 
In Southern Sudan, especially in markets along the north-south border, 
cereal prices started to increase at the end of November 2010 following 
trade disruptions due to uncertain security conditions related to the self 
determination referendum. In several markets, the supply of grains has 
gradually declined as traders from Northern Sudan, but also to a lesser 
extent from Uganda and Kenya, have reduced their activities or even 
left the country, at least temporarily. 
 

 
 

 

 


