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War Child is an award-winning UK charity which works with local partner organi-
sations in countries acutely affected by conflict to protect the most marginalised 
children. These are children who would otherwise be overlooked: street children, 
child soldiers and children in prison. Our focus is on children who have been hard-hit 
by three overlapping forces: conflict, social exclusion and poverty.

We were established in 1993 in response to the brutal effects of the conflict in the 
former Yugoslavia. War Child continues to work in Bosnia-Herzegovina and has 
extended its work to conflict and post-conflict zones in three other countries: Iraq, 
Afghanistan and Democratic Republic of the Congo. We are preparing to start a 
programme in northern Uganda. There are sister War Child organisations in Canada, 
the USA, the Netherlands, Australia and Ireland, with which we work closely to protect 
children living with the consequences of war.

War Child also runs a not for profit subsidiary — War Child Music — which is an online 
music store that raises awareness about the lives of children in conflict countries and 
helps to fund our work.

War Child believes that:

»  it is wrong to involve children in war in any way — children should not be casualties 
of war, nor should they be used to wage war;
»  children are entitled to their rights  — as set out in the UN Convention on the Rights 
of the Child — and to a protective environment that can make those rights a reality.

D
es

ig
n 

an
d 

te
xt

: W
ar

 C
hi

ld
Ph

ot
os

: p
3 

an
d 

p7
 K

en
ne

th
 O

’H
al

lo
ra

n 
| p

5 
an

d 
p2

7 
A

le
xa

nd
re

 C
ar

le
 | 

p9
 S

te
w

ar
t W

ei
r |

 
p1

2 
an

d 
p2

5 
W

ar
 C

hi
ld

 C
an

ad
a 

| p
17

 a
nd

 p
19

 S
te

ve
 L

ed
ge

r-
Lo

m
as

 | 
p2

3 
Sc

ar
le

t P
ag

e 
| p

24
 

W
ar

 C
hi

ld
 H

ol
la

nd

CH
IL

D
 P

RO
TE

CT
IO

N
W

ar
 C

hi
ld

 re
co

gn
is

es
 th

at
 w

e 
ha

ve
 a

 d
ut

y 
of

 c
ar

e 
to

 th
e 

ch
ild

re
n 

w
ith

 w
ho

m
 w

e 
co

m
e 

in
to

 c
on

ta
ct

 a
nd

 th
at

 a
t a

ll 
tim

es
 w

e 
m

us
t p

ut
 th

ei
r i

nt
er

es
ts

 fi
rs

t. 
 W

e 
en

co
ur

ag
e 

ou
r 

pa
rt

ne
rs

 to
 a

ls
o 

fo
llo

w
 th

is
 a

pp
ro

ac
h 

an
d,

 in
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

, t
o 

en
su

re
 th

at
 c

hi
ld

re
n’

s i
m

ag
es

 
an

d 
st

or
ie

s 
ar

e 
al

w
ay

s 
ob

ta
in

ed
 w

ith
 th

e 
ch

ild
re

n’
s 

pe
rm

is
si

on
. D

ep
ic

tio
ns

 o
f c

hi
ld

re
n 

m
us

t p
ro

te
ct

 th
e 

ch
ild

re
n’

s 
id

en
tit

y,
 p

re
se

rv
e 

th
ei

r d
ig

ni
ty

 a
nd

 b
e 

ac
cu

ra
te

, b
al

an
ce

d 
an

d 
fa

ir.



�

CONTENTS
Page

2 Foreword
4 Introduction

 PROGRAMMES

6 Iraq
8  Afghanistan
10 Democratic Republic of Congo
12 Uganda
14 Bosnia-Herzegovina
16 Crisis in Iraq

 CAMPAIGNING AND FUNDRAISING

18 Raising Awareness
21 Changing Policy
22 Fundraising
 

WAR CHILD INTERNATIONAL

24 Holland
25 Canada
26 Ireland | USA
27 Australia

 ACCOUNTS

28 Trustee and Auditor statements
29 Overview
30 Full accounts

NB: In the case studies which follow on pages 7, 9, 11 and 15 the names of the children have been changed in order to protect their identities. 
Photographs are for illustrative purposes only and do not represent the individuals referred to in the case studies.

CONTENTS • WC 06/07



This is our Annual Report for 2006 and plan for 2007.

War Child believes that it is the most marginalised children who 
are the hardest hit by war. Based on this belief we focus our 
efforts on those children who live with the combined effects of 
war, poverty and social exclusion.  And so our mission is to create 
a protective environment in which these children can grow with 
the support of their communities, the care of their families and 
with hope for their own future.

We achieve this through a combination of practical activities and 
advocacy, both in the UK and on the ground in those countries 
where we work, in order to secure local protection and support 
for these children. Then, based on our learning from this work, 
we multiply its benefits by campaigning in a way that influences 
policies and the provision of services and so helps many more 
children than we can possibly hope to protect directly.
 
As this Annual Report shows, 2006 was a good year for War Child, 
and we have exciting plans for 2007 and beyond. I commend 
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FOREWORD

Trustees
Gill Avis (Chair)
George Woodgate (Secretary)
Anne Wilson
Christopher Sharp
Stephen Crump
Alex Chapman
Martin McCann

this report to you, thank you for your help in 2006 and hope that 
the words and images which follow will encourage you to do 
even more in the year to come to support War Child and the 
children we are here to help.

Gill Avis
Chairperson

WC 06/07 • FOREWORD



�

FOREWORD • WC 06/07



Your generosity enables War Child to work in some of the worst 
hit areas of the world with children who really need our help.

For example, the humanitarian situation in Iraq continues to 
deteriorate, and families struggle to provide for their children: 
one in five children are living without food security. Yet humani-
tarian funding remains inflexible and inadequate. This is a major 
challenge to humanitarian agencies in Iraq.

War Child is now the only international child protection agency 
working in the whole of the south of Iraq. There are two reasons 
for our continued presence.

First, we have been very successful in raising private funding. 
Our challenge now is to ensure these private funding sources 
for our work in Iraq are secured over the long-term. This will be 
at the heart of our efforts during 2007.

Secondly, although the security situation continues to deterio-
rate, rather than assuming generalised insecurity as a barrier to 
operations War Child assumes a series of serious incidents that 
we can isolate, analyse and adapt to. In this way we are able to 

navigate a safe route through a challenging security landscape. 
Rigorous security management is, therefore, a key enabling 
element of our work in all the areas in which we operate.

Our work makes a difference — a real difference. Some of our 
achievements in Iraq in 2006 are set out on pages 6 and 7.

Nevertheless, in delivering these projects we remain mindful of 
how we spend the money we are given, because it is given to us 
in good faith for the purpose of child protection. So we keep our 
administration costs to a healthy balance between what is effi-
cient and what is needed to secure the proper management of 
our work. This balance ensures that our staff and partner organi-
sations operate safely in very challenging environments, and in 
so doing enable us to serve children who really need our help.

Mark Waddington
Chief Executive
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WC 06/07 • IRAQ

War Child works with communities in southern Iraq to support children who are displaced or who were displaced and have now 
returned to their villages. We provide livelihood grants to families, fund training, organise employment projects and lobby the 
government for policy change.

During 2006 War Child:

»  Worked with seventeen local organisations to design and 
implement twenty child-rights projects in communities that 
benefited more than 1,800 children. These included building 
eleven temporary classrooms so that schooling continued while 
permanent structures were being built, constructing toilets at 
two schools so that girls could attend classes, and training social 
workers and teachers.  
»  Distributed livelihood grants and provided training to help 
more than 150 families to generate their own income and 
support their children with food, school fees and medicines. 
These small but effective practical initiatives included the 
purchase of agricultural and fishing equipment and livestock, 
(e.g. cows and sheep, so that families can sell dairy and other 
products in local markets) and training in the care of animals.  
One recipient of a livelihood grant established herself as a hair-
dresser. The grants enabled families to pay their children’s school 
fees, and improved children’s nutritional standards by increasing 
the amount parents could spend on food.

»  Supported seven community livelihood projects, including 
the establishment of five community-run cement factories and 
a project to promote the sale of dates through the prevention of 
disease in a community’s palm trees. These projects benefited 
3,556 people and enabled displaced families to rebuild homes.
»  Supported the formulation of a national policy on displace-
ment and migration, through grassroots consultation and used 
this to lobby successfully for an endorsement of the UN Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child in the new Iraqi Constitution.

During 2007 we will build on this by:

»  Training teachers and social workers in schools: we plan to 
focus in particular on promoting an improved understanding of 
child protection and child rights and the use of methods which 
do not employ violence against children. 
»  Improving children’s living conditions by continuing to provide 
livelihood grants and promoting income generation projects.
»  Involving the children themselves in assessing our activities.
»  Lobbying to improve national child rights legislation.

6
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In 2006 Yahia Thaidan was forced 
to leave his town because of the 
dramatic increase in violence there.

With his wife and children he came 
to Iraq’s Marsh Arab area, where 
War Child was supporting inter-
nally displaced families through 
provision of training and livelihood 
grants.

With nowhere to sleep the family 
squatted in a disused building in 
the village. Yahia received a liveli-
hood grant from War Child which 
he used to set up a grocery business, 
rent a home for his family — and 
pay school fees for his children.

YAHIA’S STORY
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Our work in Afghanistan has focused on children detained in Juvenile Rehabilitation Centres and children who accompany their 
mothers in prison. At the start of 2006 some children were still being held in adult prisons: some without trial, others for petty crimes 
that should have been dealt with in better ways and many in contravention of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

During 2006 War Child:

»  Saw its persistent lobbying pay off: children in at least one 
part of Afghanistan were removed from adult prisons, away from 
hardened criminals, to Juvenile Rehabilitation Centres; living 
conditions are much better and the children are provided with 
counselling and education.
»  Provided children in detention with basic medical care, 
clothing, sports equipment, access to telephone communication 
with families, and monitoring and supervision support.
»  Established a family liaison service of social workers — trained 
in child protection, children’s rights and disability awareness 

— which provided counselling and helped re-integrate children 
with their families following release.
»  Established a rehabilitation and vocational training 
programme for the children in the centres, in co-operation with 
the local Trades Guild, including training in tailoring, calligraphy, 
carpet weaving and electronics; by the end of 2006 War Child 
was providing children in detention with seven hours of struc-
tured educational, recreational and vocational training activities 

six days a week.
»  Facilitated the attendance at a local kindergarten by children 
who live with their mothers in the women’s prison.

During 2007 War Child will:

»  Work with local experts to provide children in the Juvenile 
Rehabilitation Centres with legal advice and representation, 
train newly qualified lawyers in juvenile justice, expand our 
present counselling and family liaison service.
»  Train social workers in child rights, child protection, family 
mediation and re-integration skills.
»  Establish a drop-in centre for children, offering literacy classes, 
vocational training, recreational activities and a ‘safe space’.
»  Provide vocational training and livelihood grants to the 
families of child labourers.
»  Establish a forum so that children’s voices are heard and influ-
ence the way in which child protection services are provided.
»  Involve men and boys in a programme to challenge views 
about violence and discrimination against girls and women.

�
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Taiba was abused by her neighbour 
and jailed for ‘adultery’.  With a baby 
to care for in prison the future looked 
hopeless. Apart from anything else, 
having a baby outside marriage is 
illegal in Afghanistan and brings 
great shame on the family.

War Child has been able to help.  
First, we worked with the Govern-
ment to establish a separate chil-
dren’s detention centre. Taiba and 
the other children were transferred 
there, away from the adult prisoners.  
Conditions were much better and 
she received counselling, training 
and education.

We have also been working with 
Taiba’s family.  Her parents accepted 
that she was the innocent party and 
are supportive of her. She is now 
back home, rebuilding her life. 

TAIBA’S STORY
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Children in DRC have been hard hit by a war which still continues in parts of the East. As many as four million people have died, 
many more have been injured, families and communities have been shattered and children have been forcibly conscripted and 
subject to terrible abuse. Tens of thousands of children live on the streets, many of them former child soldiers.

During 2006 War Child:

»  Helped rehabilitate the buildings and re-equip several centres 
for street children in Kinshasa: we built classrooms, kitchens, 
lavatories and washrooms and provided essential mosquito 
nets, bedding and kitchen equipment.
»  Provided training in social work and the basic care of children 
for 47 staff from eight of the centres, who were subsequently 
able to  reintegrate children with their families.
»  Provided cash grants and training to former child soldiers in 
the province of Equateur, enabling them to set up small busi-
nesses, which in turn help them to reintegrate with their commu-
nities: almost all the beneficiaries made successful investments 
(for instance, by buying animals for rearing projects or by 
purchasing bikes to run ‘toleka’ or ‘taxi-bike’ services).
»  Helped to establish a child protection coalition consisting of 
street children, their teachers, representatives from the Ministry 

of Social Affairs and non-governmental organisations, in order 
to ensure that the national, provincial and local authorities are 
doing as much as possible to help marginalised children.
»  Succcessfully negotiated the release of street children rounded 
up by the authorities during the election period.

During 2007 War Child will be:

»  Continuing our support for the street children’s centres in 
Kinshasa and our work for an end to round-ups.
»  Focusing our livelihood grants and vocational training on girl 
mothers and children who were formerly with armed groups.
»  Helping marginalised children get schooling by building 
schools and training teachers.
»  Training outreach workers at the street children centres.
»  Establishing local community-based networks for those 
working with marginalised children.

�0

DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC OF CONGO
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Joseph was nine when his parents 
died of HIV/AIDS. His extended 
family took him in but struggled 
to care for him. When a local pastor 
accused Joseph of bewitching his 
parents and causing their deaths 
his family beat him and eventually 
pushed him out, onto the street. 

Joseph would sleep at the market, 
scavenging for food, occasion-
ally stealing, earning pennies by 
carrying bags. But the police would 
seek him out, accusing him of witch-
craft and beating him — on one 
occasion breaking two of his ribs. 

Joseph was eventually taken in by 
one of the abandoned children’s 
centres supported by War Child. 
He is now safe, and the staff there 

— trained by War Child in family 
tracing and mediation — are trying 
to reunite him with his family. But 
it will take time: strongly-held atti-
tudes have to be overcome.

JOSEPH’S STORY
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During 2006 War Child:

»  Undertook a scoping mission in the war-affected districts of 
Gulu, Kitgum, Pader and Lira.
»  Began planning a programme in Pader District: the remote-
ness, acute insecurity and lack of infrastructure means that 
this district has received the least attention from humanitarian 
organisations.

In 2007 War Child plans to work with local partners in the north 
to promote access to justice and build protective environments 
for children:

»  Our access to justice work will focus on awareness-raising on 
child rights, training for key people in the justice system and the 
promotion of accountability.
»  Our promotion of a protective environment will involve 
working with socially excluded children — for example children 
who had been abducted, child-headed households and children 
with disabilities — so that their capacity to protect themselves 
is strengthened.

�2
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Northern Uganda is emerging 
from a twenty year conflict 
between the Government and 
the Lord’s Resistance Army.

Over 90% of the population of 
the region has been displaced 
into camps, 25,000 children have 
been abducted by the Lords 
Resistance Army, livelihoods 
have been destroyed, and the 
capacity of families, communi-
ties and government to protect 
an entire generation of children 
have been severely eroded. 

The legacy of the conflict will last 
long after any peace agreement.

BACKGROUND
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Over the last thirteen years, War Child has sponsored a number of projects in the city of Mostar, in Bosnia-Herzegovina, including 
the establishment in 1998 of the Pavarotti Music Centre, the only music therapy clinic in the world specialising in treatment for 
children in a post-war environment. The music therapy programme is now run by War Child’s local partner, Musers.

Musers receives referrals from special needs centres, schools, 
orphanages, and refugee camps sheltering Kosovan and Roma 
children.  It now sees about 200 children in the course of a year 
(for a minimum period of 6 –12 months each) and a further 100 
during summer camps.

Fully-trained therapists work according to international profes-
sional practice standards; the support provided for each child is 
based on individual diagnosis, and tailored to individual need. 
A child with cerebral palsy develops motor skills; a hyperac-
tive child becomes calmer and better able to concentrate; an 
isolated and withdrawn girl engages in her environment; an 
autistic boy makes contact with his peers. Each child learns to 
trust their world, where previously it had seemed unsafe.

Musers has excellent links to music therapy institutions and 
universities across the world. During 2006 it developed closer 
links with local NGOs offering a range of services to children 
with special needs and mental health problems. 

Much of War Child’s work in Bosnia-Herzegovina during 2006 
has concerned ways of ensuring a secure future for the music 
therapy work. With War Child’s active assistance, Musers is 
involved in an initiative with other local, national and interna-
tional agencies to develop a network of services for children in 
the city and throughout the country. Good progress is being 
made towards War Child’s handover to local structures in 
September 2007.

��
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7 year old Ilija’s parents had both experienced severe 
trauma during the war: imprisoned in containment camps 
and subjected to torture. Before referral, Ilija was suffering 
daily beatings and verbal abuse and was in turn abusing 
other children. In music therapy, Ilija is finding healthy 
ways of expressing anger and developing trust in relation-
ships. He is better able to concentrate — for instance on 
musical improvisations and games — and is becoming 
more confident.

Mentoring and feedback to his parents have greatly 
improved his quality of life in the home as well.

7 year old Varena lives in a remote rural area and is blind.  
Initially she was too fearful to leave her mother and join in 
the music sessions with the other children; but after a few 
sessions she was quietly holding on to the guitar: music 
was the only thing she trusted beyond the safety of her 
mother’s presence. Beneath the cascading hair covering 
her face and her drooping body language was a small voice 
singing “Zdravo, zdravo — back to the therapist”.  

Today she attends school and is happy to join in activities 
with other children.

ILIJA’S AND VARENA’S STORIES
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Many children have lost a parent or have had to flee the commu-
nities that have supported them. They are forced to survive 
and help their families by working on the streets, undertaking 
hazardous work. Access to basic health, education, shelter, water 
and sanitation is severely limited. 

But as the humanitarian crisis in Iraq continues to deteriorate,  
humanitarian funding is increasingly inflexible and unresponsive. 
In some cases it is actually reducing. And that hits children hardest.

What is War Child doing about it?

War Child has developed a highly successful approach to its work 
in Iraq, which helps parents develop sustainable businesses so 
they can feed their children, gain access to medical facilities and 
even go to school. We reinforce this by training local partner 
organisations in child protection, and by working with the 
government to improve legislation and increase investment in 
the very authorities that must take up this responsibility.

As the security crisis worsens, there are few agencies that have 
the expertise to work in Iraq. Most of these agencies are now 
withdrawing. War Child is now the only international child 
protection agency operating in the south of Iraq. We will multiply 
the benefits of our work for many more children by ensuring 
that donor and political organisations take on board our learn-
ings from the ground and increase humanitarian funding and 
support for successful approaches to child protection, even in 
the most difficult areas.

In response to this crisis, War Child is planning major initiatives 
to raise much needed funds for children in Iraq. This money 
will support the hardest-hit children and their families through 
simple but effective income generating projects. With these 
and other projects we will protect children living and working 
on the streets.

�6

CRISIS IN IRAQ

ONE CHILD DIES 
EVERY FIVE MINUTES 
BECAUSE OF THE WAR

1.5 MILLION CHILDREN 
HAVE BEEN DISPLACED

46% OF CHILDREN 
ARE NOT AT SCHOOL
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If all of us used our brain 

power, our inspiration, our 

intelligence and expertise 

and stuck our heads 

together we could make a 

huge difference to a huge 

number of people’s lives.

Tom Chaplin, lead singer in Keane, 

speaking at a War Child event on Iraq.

“

“
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War Child’s position at the forefront of innovative and hard-
hitting campaigning was endorsed during 2006 when we won 
the Grand Award of the United Nations Department of Public 
Information, for “outstanding achievement in public relations 
campaigns which best exemplify the ideas and goals of the 
United Nations”. The award was made jointly to War Child and 
the international agency Weber Shandwick, which continues to 
help War Child with campaigning. War Child also won the Inter-
national Public Relations Association’s ‘Campaigning on a Shoe-
string’ award — the only truly global PR award of its kind — for 
effective campaigning on limited resources. 

We use campaigning as a multiplier to increase the impact of 
our work by influencing policies and service delivery and so 
benefit many more children than we can possibly hope to help 
directly. Our campaigning focuses on raising awareness and 
changing policy.

RAISING AWARENESS

At the centre of War Child’s strategy is the belief that young 

people here in the UK can identify with the children we seek 
to assist in war zones. It is, therefore, vital to ensure that young 
people are engaged in a way that is meaningful to them and 
motivated to act in a way that can make a difference to the lives 
of children living with the effects of conflict. In order to achieve 
this, War Child pursues three core strategies: events, online 
campaigning and schools.

Events

During 2006 War Child organised:

»  An art exhibition featuring work by Rankin, Sir Peter Blake and 
Damien Hirst, which had an audience reach of well over two 
million people and raised more than £25,000.
»  Three gigs by rock band Feeder (with guest appearances from 
the Sugababes and Jamelia), which raised awareness of our work 
to more than 1 million young people and raised over £60,000.
»  A photo exhibition entitled Your Child (a presentation of 
Scarlet Page’s photos of celebrities and their children) that was 
used as a platform to inform some two million about our work. 

��
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   Sugababes join Feeder onstage at Roundhouse.



»  A presence, for the first time, at the V Festival where The 
Crimea played a guerrilla gig to a War Child audience.
»  A screening of the film Innocent Voices as the charity partner 
of the London Children’s Film Festival.

War Child was also the charity of choice at the Mojo Awards, 
enabling us to develop its relationship with the music industry 
in a way that has created further campaigning opportunities for 
us in 2007.

During 2007 War Child will be organising:

»  A major gig at London’s Koko venue to raise awareness about 
the situation facing children in war zones, to include up and 
coming bands such as the Noisettes, Metronomy and These 
New Puritans.
»  A Gala Dinner that will raise awareness of our work with 
private sector partners, as well as raise funds.
»  A gig by Keane at two major venues in the UK.
»  A possible further festival appearance during the summer.

Online

During 2006:

»  War Child firmly established an awareness-raising presence 
on social networking sites like MySpace, attracting several 
thousand visitors per month to our websites.
»  Warchildmusic.com continued to be a huge success, with 
monthly visitors regularly exceeding 100,000.
»  Our online presence helped to attract new major donors from 
around the world, including one donation of US $25,000 from a 
supporter in the USA. 

During 2007 War Child will:

»  Re-launch warchild.org.uk and warchildmusic.com.
»  Join forces with War Child Canada and War Child Holland to 
establish an online presence for War Child International.
»  Target an increase in the size of our e-newsletter mailing list.

20
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Schools

During 2006 War Child:

»  Evaluated its work with schools, as a basis for developing a 
series of high quality teaching resources for use by teachers. 
»  Developed and submitted a proposal to DfID for an exciting 
new schools programme that will provide school children with 
an opportunity to undertake activities online that raise aware-
ness and influence decision makers on issues concerning the 
effects of war on children elsewhere in the world.

During 2007 War Child will:

»  Commence a pilot of the new schools programme.

CHANGING POLICY

During 2006 War Child developed productive relationships 
with politicians, institutions and key decision makers in order 
to influence policies and the delivery of services to children. The 
purpose was to ensure that more children receive the protec-
tion they need in war zones and that this protection is more 
effective.

This work has built on our success in raising awareness of the 
issues facing children living in conflict zones and is used to gain 
the interest and commitment of key decision makers. 

Key achievements in 2006  include:

»  The publication of research and recommendations concerning 
the reintegration of child soldiers in DRC.
»  A trip by the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Street Children 
to the Democratic Republic of Congo and publication of recom-
mendations to the British Government concerning how the UK 

— a major DRC development partner  — can address this crisis.
»  Meetings with the Secretary of State for International Devel-
opment and other influential politicians to persuade them to 
develop a clear strategy to address the effects of corruption 
and impunity on children who live in conflict and post-conflict 
environments.

During 2007 War Child will develop an exciting campaigns 
strategy that seeks to:
 
»  Address the deaths of children in war zones.
»  Stop the recruitment and use of child soldiers.
»  Help children living on the streets in the conflict areas in which 
we work, and support their reintegration with their families.
»  Stop the imprisonment of children in the conflict areas in 
which we work.

This strategy will be framed by promotion of the rights as set out 
in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and the 
strengthening of War Child’s relationships with bodies such as 
the UN and other important institutions.

CAMPAIGNING • WC 06/07
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During 2006 War Child launched its three year fundraising 
strategy. In addition to the income derived from the generous 
regular contributions made by individual supporters this 
strategy seeks to secure long term, low maintenance and sustain-
able sources of income from three primary fundraising streams:

»  Development of a targeted community of influential, high net 
worth individuals.
»  Establishment of fundraising initiatives with business partners.
»  Promotional activities such as merchandise sales, online 
auctions and challenge events.

Successes in 2006 included:

»  The launch of War Child’s Ambassadors’ Club.
»  The continued partnership with Sports Interactive and Sega, 
who donated royalties from the video game Football Manager 
amounting to almost £90,000.
»  Agreement with HMV to sell dog tags throughout the UK in 
2007, the profits from which will go to War Child.
»  An increase in income from trust fundraising.

During 2007 War Child will:

»  Hold another event to promote and recruit new members to 
the Ambassadors’ Club.
»  Develop relationships with at least one new business partner.
»  Develop a new relationship with at least one media partner as 
a basis for promoting fundraising appeals and initiatives.
»  Become the charity of choice with at least one fundraising event.
»  Undertake the planning for a major music industry project.
»  Double the number of our institutional funding sources.
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  Hip hop artist Akala shows his support for War Child’s dog tag campaign



There are War Child operations in six countries. War Child Holland and Canada are independent organisations that run successful 
programmes in many conflict and post conflict areas, in the same way as War Child UK. War Child Australia, USA and Ireland are 
co-funding partners of War Child UK and currently help to fund our programmes in Iraq, DRC and Afghanistan.

War Child Holland

War Child Holland specialises in providing psycho-social assist-
ance to children in former war zones, for instance by using music 
and sport to enable children to express themselves in positive 
ways, develop social skills and improve their self-esteem.

In 2006, War Child Holland had projects in Afghanistan, Colombia, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Israel, Palestine, Kosovo, Uganda, 
Sierra Leone, Sudan, Sri Lanka and Chechnya. War Child Holland 
employs about 500 field staff, with support from the 35-strong 
head office in Amsterdam. 

War Child Holland won the ‘Transparency Prize’ in 2006, reflecting 
its outstanding record in explaining to the public how it spends 
the money it raises.

War Child Holland: www.warchild.nl
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War Child Canada

In 2006 War Child Canada was operational in ten countries, 
including Iraq, Afghanistan, Sierra Leone, Democratic Republic 
of Congo and Sri Lanka.

Two key success stories in 2006 were the expansion of War Child 
Canada’s programmes in the Darfur region of Sudan and in 
northern Uganda.

In Darfur War Child Canada has established four psychosocial 
support and vocational training centres for displaced children 
and youth and remains one of only two Canadian NGOs to be 
operational in the region.

In northern Uganda War Child Canada worked with the 
Ugandan Law Society Legal Aid Project (LAP) to provide legal 
aid to children and young people, so that abusers are no longer 
immune from prosecution, and to promote community aware-
ness and understanding of children’s rights. War Child Canada 
is also providing training to key figures in local legal structures, 
including police, probation and welfare officers, and local courts, 
so that they are aware of their responsibilities to protect children. 
In 2007 War Child Canada hopes to replicate its Uganda justice 
programmes in Sierra Leone and southern Sudan. 

War Child Canada: www.warchild.ca
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War Child Ireland

War Child Ireland co-finances War Child UK projects and is run by 
a voluntary board chaired by Eoghan O’Mara Walsh. The funds it 
raises support programmes in Democratic Republic of Congo.  

In 2006:

»  War Child Ireland’s new website — which includes an online 
donation facility — went live.
»  PR agency Weber Shandwick Ireland agreed to help War Child 
Ireland with publicity and marketing, on a pro bono basis.

The main event in the 2007 calendar will be a partnership with 
Electric Picnic, Ireland’s largest boutique music festival.

War Child Ireland: www.warchild.ie

War Child USA

War Child USA co-finances projects with War Child UK. In 2006 
it released the second in the series of short story selections 
entitled Girls Night Out, worked with a US fair trade enterprise 
and a tea company, and encouraged its supporters to run spon-
sored marathons and half marathons to raise funds for work 
with street children in Democratic Republic of Congo.

War Child USA: www.warchildusa.org
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War Child Australia

War Child Australia’s primary purpose is to raise funds for field 
projects conducted by War Child UK and to raise awareness of 
War Child’s work around the world. It was formed in 2002 and 
is staffed entirely by volunteers. With no office or infrastructure 
to maintain the percentage of funds spent directly on projects 
is exceptionally high. For each financial year to date administra-
tive expenses have totalled less than 1% of total expenditure. 

During 2006 War Child Australia provided more than AUD 
$106,000 co-funding for projects with War Child UK, most of 
which was used to provided small business grants to young 
adults formerly associated with fighting forces in Democratic 
Republic of Congo.

Two other highlights from 2006:

»  War Child Australia, the Rotary Club of Brisbane Planetarium 
and a group of Australian children’s book publishers co-operated 
to send more than 5,000 children’s books to school libraries in 
the Solomon Islands, which has experienced considerable insta-
bility and conflict in recent years.
»  A major fundraising event was organised for War Child 
Australia by the Brisbane Advertising Directors (BAD) club, 
featuring an auction of artworks by celebrities. 

War Child Australia: www.warchild.org.au
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Trustees’ Statement on summarised financial statements 

These summarised financial statements contain information 
extracted from the statutory accounts for the period ended 
31 December 2006, and are not the full statutory report and 
accounts. The full financial statements were approved by the 
Trustees on 23 May 2007 and subsequently submitted to the 
Charity Commission. They received an unqualified audit report 
and copies may be downloaded from our website www.warchild.
org.uk or obtained from Florian Maehler at War Child, 5–7 
Anglers Lane, London, NW5 3DG. The auditors have reported 
to the Trustees on the preparation of these summarised state-
ments and, with their consent, their report is reproduced below.

On behalf of the trustees

Gill Avis, Chair 23/05/07 

Independent auditors’ statement to the trustees of War Child

We have examined the summarised financial statements of War Child.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and auditors
The trustees are responsible for preparing the summarised 
financial statements in accordance with the recommendations 
of the charities SORP 2005. 

Our responsibility is to report to you our opinion on the consist-
ency of the summarised financial statement with the full finan-
cial statements and Trustees’ Annual Report. We also read the 
other information contained in the annual review and consider 
the implications for our report if we become aware of any 
apparent misstatements or material inconsistencies with the 
summarised financial statements.

Basis of opinion
We conducted our work on accordance with Bulletin 1999/6 “the 
auditors’ statement on the summary financial statement” issued 
by the Auditing Practices Board for use in the United Kingdom.

Opinion
In our opinion the summarised financial statements are 
consistent with the full financial statements and the Trustees’ 
Annual Report of War Child for the period ended 31 December 
2006.

BDO Stoy Hayward LLP 07/05/07 
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Income

Expenditure

2005/2006

2004/2005

0 £�00,000 £�,000,000 £�,�00,000 £2,000,000

INCOME vs. EXPENDITURE 2004 - 2006

£1,198,794

£1,343,464

£1,505,165

£1,303,704

Campaigns

Projects

Support

Fundraising

Governance

EXPENDITURE 2005/2006

£776,698

£175,133

£280,143

£103,194

£8,296£34,723

Grants

Fundraising Events

Donations

Other

INCOME 2005/2006

£469,244

£367,469

£327,358
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CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 
FOR THE �� MONTH PERIOD TO �� DECEMBER 2006

 Unrestricted funds Restricted funds Total 2006  Total 200�
 £ £ £ £
Incoming resources

Donations and similar
incoming resources
Donations 200,�66 �26,��2 �27,��� 2�0,00�
Grants - �6�,2�� �6�,2�� �0�,7��

Income from activities 
generating funds
Fundraising events �67,�6� - �67,�6� �20,2�2

Other income
Bank interest �,6�7 6,76� �6,�02 ��,2�6
Rental income �,��� - �,��� 7,7�0
Sundry income �,�66 - �,�66 �,�7�

Total incoming resources 595,893 602,901 1,198,794 1,505,165

Resources expended

Costs of generating funds
Fundraising costs �7�,��� - �7�,��� 2��,22�

Charitable expenditure
Project costs 7�,��� 70�,��� 776,6�� �06,���
Support costs 2�0,��� - 2�0,��� ��6,���
Information and campaigns �0�,��� - �0�,��� �0,�76

Governance Costs �,2�6 - �,2�6 6,��2

Total resources expended 638,109 705,335 1,343,464 1,303,704

Net incoming resources (�2,2�6) (�02,���) (���,670) 20�,�6�

Loss on sale of fixed assets (�,�7�) - (�,�7�) -

Net movement in funds (�0,�60) (�02,���) (���,���) 20�,�6�

Funds balances brought forward 
at � December 200� 2��,��� 2��,0�2 ���,��0 ���,���

Funds carried forward 
30 November 2006 192,258 188,578 380,836 534,980

All amounts relate to continuing activities
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BALANCE SHEETS AT �0 NOVEMBER 2006

GROUP                           CHARITY
 2006 200� 2006 200�
 £ £ £ £
Fixed assets
Tangible assets ��,��� �6,��� ��,��� �6,���
Investments - - � �

 ��,��� �6,��� ��,��� �6,��2

Current assets
Debtors ��,�7� 7�,6�7 ��,�0� 72,2�0
Cash at bank �6�,�7� �0�,20� ��6,0�0 �0�,20�

 ��7,��6 ���,�2� ��7,��� �76,���

Creditors: amounts falling
within one year (��,���) (6�,6�2) (��,���) (��,266)

Net current assets �6�,�02 ���,�6� �6�,�0� ���,�6�

Net Assets 380,836 534,980 380,836 534,980

Income funds
Restricted funds ��2,2�� 2��,0�2 ��2,2�� 2��,0�2
Unrestricted funds ���,�7� 2��,��� ���,�7� 2��,���

 380,836 534,980 380,836 534,980

Our business plan programmes growth over the coming years in a measured 
and controlled way. Our objective is to achieve an optimum organisational 
size for the delivery of our mission at an efficient scale of economy. As we 
grow, however, it is vital that we consolidate our successes. With this in mind 
we were able to successfully consolidate the very rapid growth we achieved 
in 2005, as indicated by only a slight increase in expenditure during 2006. 

While delivering our programmes in 2006, we invested heavily in developing 
fundraising initiatives that are set to secure significant funding during 2007. 
Using the consolidated platform of 2006 in this way, we anticipate that we will 
raise more than £2.2m in 2007, which is set to be the highest annual income 
in the organisation’s history.
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For up to date info on our work and projects visit www.warchild.org.uk or email info@warchild.org.uk.
A variety of publications and resources are available on our site including:

Child witches, child soldiers, child poverty and violence: Street children in Democratic Republic of Congo — December 2006
Report by the All Party Parliamentary Group on Street Children.

I am not trash — June 2006
War Child report on the challenges of reintegrating former child soldiers with their communities in Democratic Republic of Congo.

Your war is not with me — June 2005
War Child report on the continuing effects of war on children.

Annual Reports — 2004 and 2005

Teaching Resources
A wide ranging set of high quality classroom materials.
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FIND OUT MORE

http://www.warchild.org.uk/upload/pdf/street_children_appg_report_2006.pdf
http://www.warchild.org.uk/upload/pdf/I_Am_Not_Trash.pdf
http://www.warchild.org.uk/upload/pdf/report_2005.pdf
http://www.warchild.org.uk/schools.asp


AJAHMA CHARITABLE TRUST AKALA BBC RADIO 4 BEN 
KNOWLES BIG LOTTERY FUND BIGGER PICTURE MEDIA BOY KILL 
BOY BRYAN GUINNESS CHARITABLE TRUST CARVILL CHARITABLE 
TRUST C COM FOUNDATION CHERIE BLAIR COMIC ANGELS 
CORINNE BAILEY RAE DAZED & CONFUSED DAMIEN HIRST 
DIANA PRINCESS OF WALES MEMORIAL FUND EMAP FEEDER 
HALL OR NOTHING HMV JAMELIA JOHN KELLETT KEANE 
LARRIKIN LOVE LOSTPROPHETS LOUIS KENNEDY MERCURY 
RECORDS NETUI NM ROTHSCHILD TRUST PCP RAISING 
ANGELS RIOT MANAGEMENT ROTHSCHILD FOUNDATION 
SCOTIA CAPITAL 7 DIGITAL S&F GOODMAN CHARITABLE TRUST 
SCARLET PAGE SEGA SIGN-UP.TO STEPHANIE BELL STEPHANIE 
COUSINS SUGABABES SPORTS INTERACTIVE THE BARBICAN 
THE CRIMEA THE YOUNG KNIVES TRESILLIAN CHARITABLE 
TRUST VIDEO C VIRGIN MOBILE WEBER SHANDWICK X-TASTER

Thanks to all our supporters:

Special thanks to all our volunteers and interns. Without your dedication and support we could not have achieved all that we have in 2006.



War Child
5-7 Anglers Lane

London
NW5 3DG

UK

info@warchild.org.uk

+44 (0)20 7916 9276

www.warchild.org.uk
www.warchildmusic.com

Charity Number 1071659
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