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Business Mentoring programme 
launched in Samoa
The new Pacific Business Mentoring 
Programme, which has previously bee...

$1 million contribution to fund 
Business Enterprise in Tonga 
New Zealand Foreign Minister, Murray McCully, 
and the President of the...

New Zealand provides kitchen kits for 
Peruvian families
Following the serious flooding in January that 
affected the southern r...

New Zealand election observers head 
to Solomon Islands
Foreign Minister Murray McCully has announced 
New Zealand will contrib...

Tuvalu receives assistance through 
Exercise Tropic Twilight 
The 2010 Tropic Twilight took place in Tuvalu 
from 25 June - 15 July. ...

Revised Quality Standards for 
Evaluation launched in New Zealand
Representatives of New Zealand Aid 
Programme held the formal New Zeala...

New Zealand supporting solar power 
in Tonga

New Zealand is to help fund the construction 
of a solar power plant in Tonga. The 
contribution is a practical example of New 
Zealand supporting Tonga's drive to 
increase the use of renewable energy, and 
to reduce its reliance on diesel-generated 
power.

The plant will be built and operated by 
Meridian Energy, with the power sold to 
Tonga's state-owned power company, 
Tonga Power Limited, under a long-term 
purchase agreement.

Minister Murray McCully, who made the
funding announcement while in Nuku’alofa
on 7 July, said “The construction of the 1
mega watt plant will meet up to 5 percent of
the electricity needs of the main island of
Tongatapu. It also supports the Tongan
Government's 10-year Energy Road Map
strategy to move away from expensive,
imported fuels towards renewable energy
sources."

Meridian is currently undertaking a survey of 
the proposed site to determine its suitability. 
Over the next six months, there will be 
detailed design work, and negotiations 
between Meridian and Tonga Power Limited 
over the pricing under the power purchase 
agreement. The parties are hoping that 
construction can start early in 2011, with 
completion later the same year.

Long-term funding agreements will 
support young people in Vanuatu

Australian High Commissioner HE Pablo
Kang and New Zealand High Commission’s
Development Counsellor Sara Carley in
Vanuatu both signed five-year funding
agreements on 8 July to support civil society
group Wan Smol Bag’s ‘Leftemap Laef
Blong Komuniti’ (Improving Community Life)
programme. 
 
These agreements build on the priority
needs expressed by the Ni-Vanuatu
community, the Government of Vanuatu,
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Business Mentoring programme launched in Samoa

The Pacific Business 
Mentoring Programme 
will allow Samoan 
businesses to access 
quality, professional 
business expertise 
from New Zealand and 
locally.

The new Pacific Business Mentoring Programme, which has previously been 
launched in the Cook Islands and Tonga, has now commenced in Samoa. As a 
result, businesses in Samoa will now have access to mentoring by highly experienced 
business volunteers through the initiative.
 
The programme was launched in Samoa on 5 July by the Honourable Deputy Prime
Minister, Misa Telefoni, who gave his strong endorsement and encouraged Samoan
businesses to take up the opportunity. He also indicated the programme aligned well
with the government: “The government's priority is the equitable distribution of
income; pushing medium to small business activity is the key to achieving such an
objective."
 
A team from Business Mentors New Zealand (BMNZ) has been in Samoa to work 
with the Samoa Chamber of Commerce to roll out the pilot initiative funded by the 
New Zealand Aid Programme. While in Samoa they will seek applications and select 
priority businesses that have real potential and then link these people to experienced 
and high calibre New Zealand mentors.
 
The programme aims to assist small and medium sized businesses in the Pacific to 
manage and grow their businesses in a way that supports sustained increases in 
production and employment over time.
 
The mentoring services will be strongly guided by Samoan business needs and will 
create a path by which Samoan businesses can access quality, professional business 
expertise from New Zealand and, increasingly, through locally trained business 
mentors. 
 
It is hoped that these relationships will provide strategic advice that will enable 
Samoan business people who have good ideas and products to take the next step in 
developing their business, whether that be improving accounting practice, 
strengthening business planning, or linking to export markets. 
 
The Pacific Business Mentoring Programme is managed by BMNZ. It will be rolled out 
in succession over the next three years to a further eight Pacific island countries.
 
For more information about the programme visit www.businessmentors.org.nz.
 

$1 million contribution to fund Business Enterprise in Tonga 

New Zealand Foreign Minister, Murray McCully, and the President of the Tongan 
Chamber of Commerce Commerce and Industry, Mr Paula Taumoepeau, have jointly 
announced the launch of a new Tonga Business Enterprise Centre (TBEC). 
 
The TBEC is characterised as being a one-stop shop where businesses can come for 
advice, training or help with accessing finance for new investment.  
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and Wan Smol Bag. The partnership
harmonises New Zealand and AusAID
funding support to Wan Smol Bag Theatre.
Pablo Kang commended the long-term
nature of the funding “We think this funding
is vital so that Wan Smol Bag can focus on
providing services to young people across
Vanuatu without having to worry about
funding. Wan Smol Bag will now be able to
plan for the future with confidence.”
 
The partnership is aligned to the New
Zealand Vanuatu Development Programme
Strategy. Sara Carley stated: “Wan Smol
Bag plays a vital role in helping young
people develop the skills they need for the
future. We are proud to be continuing our
long history of support to Wan Smol Bag.”
 
This long-term support recognises Wan
Smol Bag’s many years of unique
experience working with the community,
where they have in-depth working
knowledge of local youth health issues and
well developed advocacy and awareness
skills.

Wan Smol Bag uses 
theatre performances to 
raise awareness 
amongst young people 
in Vanuatu.

Vanuatu government receives seismic 
monitoring equipment from New 
Zealand

In early July the Vanuatu Government 
received seismic monitoring equipment 
funded by the New Zealand Aid Programme. 
The equipment was made available 
following a request for assistance earlier this 
year during a period of increased volcanic 
activity on Gaua in the Torba province, and 
included three portable seismographs and 
computer accessories to help process and 
analyse the data collected.
 
The provision of the equipment 
demonstrates the supportive relationship 
between Vanuatu and New Zealand. As well 
as providing the equipment, New Zealand 
scientists have been supporting their 
Vanuatu counterparts with monitoring the 
volcanic activity on Gaua since October 
2009. Support has included training on 
collection and interpretation of seismic data 
from the active volcanoes.
 
Vanuatu Geo-Hazards Manager, Esline
Garaebiti Bule believed the monitoring
instruments were especially valuable for the
Government of Vanuatu. “This equipment is
indispensable for us for emergency
response to volcanic eruptions. It will help
improve the level of safety in communities
vulnerable to volcanic and earthquake
disasters as they will serve to communicate
accurate information to the communities at
risk in times of volcano and earthquake
crisis.” 
 

Entrants wanted for the 
SendMoneyPacific photography 
competition

Are you a budding photographer who could 
illustrate Pacific school, church, community 
or family groups in action? 
 
A competition has been launched to find the 
best photographs to feature on the 2011 
MoneyPACIFIC Calendar. Thirteen winners 
will have their entry reproduced as part of 

“The new Business Enterprise Centre is needed to provide training and sound advice
to a range of small businesses in Tonga. The global financial crisis has triggered a
downturn in the Tongan economy, which has had an adverse impact on many small
businesses. New Zealand has responded by providing practical support through
funding for training in essential business skills such as financial management, staff
management, and how to grow your business,” Mr McCully said.
 
Banks in Tonga have revealed that there are funds to lend but not enough strong 
proposals coming through.
 
Mr McCully noted, “With New Zealand funding, Tonga already has in place a scheme
to fund feasibility studies that can help to turn good business ideas into bankable
proposals. We are also providing experienced business mentors from New Zealand
who are working one on one with Tongan businesses to provide advice and map out
plans for expansion. If the New Zealand mentors identify areas where a business in
Tonga needs help, the new TBEC will be able to step in and provide that assistance.”
 
The TBEC initiative has been developed jointly with the Chamber of Commerce and 
the Ministry of Commerce, Labour and Industries, and the Ministry will be on the 
Advisory Committee for the Centre. 

New Zealand provides kitchen kits for Peruvian families

WFP representative Beatriz 
Yermanos speaks to people affected 
by the January flooding.

Following the serious flooding in January that affected the southern region of Peru, 
the New Zealand Aid Programme donated US$100,000 to the World Food 
Programme (WFP). 
 
WFP representative Beatriz Yermanos visited the affected area in June and
expressed gratitude to the New Zealand Government for its support. New Zealand’s
contribution has helped to purchase kitchen kits containing pots, serving spoons, tea
pots, cups, dishes, cutlery and buckets to store water. These kits will help enable
approximately 3,600 households to properly prepare and serve food to their families.
 
Beneficiaries were selected by WFP and the National Food Assistance Programme 
(PRONNA) based on a registry of all families affected by the floods in Cuzco and 
Puno. The aim is to assist households who have not received help from other 
organisations or who are particularly vulnerable, such as those led by women or 
where there are pregnant women or children under five. 
 
The Peruvian Ministry of Women and Social Development has overall responsibility 
for the project, while PRONNA, in coordination with WFP, oversees the transportation 
of the kits from the suppliers, to the storage warehouses, and finally to the distribution 
points.
 
For more information contact Winnie Mahowa.

New Zealand election observers head to Solomon Islands

Foreign Minister Murray McCully has announced New Zealand will contribute nine 
members of an international mission to observe the upcoming Solomon Islands 
election.

"The election on 4 August underlined the progress being made in rebuilding a
peaceful and democratic Solomon Islands, and New Zealand is pleased to help
support free and fair polling,” Mr McCully said.

New Zealand's team will be led by former Deputy Prime Minister Wyatt Creech, and 
includes current MPs Kanwal Bakshi, Rahui Katene, David Shearer, Phil Twyford, 
and Nicky Wagner; former MP Brent Catchpole; and officials from government 
agencies.

The international team, which was invited by the Solomon Islands Government and is 
being coordinated by the United Nations, also comprises observers from Australia, 
the United States, Japan, the Pacific Islands Forum, and the Commonwealth.

Funding for the New Zealand team, and a contribution towards the coordination of the 
international mission, is being provided by the New Zealand Aid Programme. 

Tuvalu receives assistance through Exercise Tropic Twilight 
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the 2011 MoneyPACIFIC Calendar. The 
shot deemed to be the best overall will win a 
return Air New Zealand economy flight 
between either New Zealand and Samoa or 
New Zealand and Tonga. In addition, $100 
on a Westpac Express Card from Westpac 
NZ Bank will be awarded to each of the 12 
photographs selected to appear inside the 
calendar. 
 
Photographs must have Pacific community, 
church, school or family groups at their heart 
and must be taken in New Zealand, Tonga 
or Samoa. The competition closing date is 
Tuesday 31 August 2010. Entry is free (up 
to three entries may be made by any one 
entrant). Entry forms and details can be 
downloaded from 
www.sendmoneypacific.org/publications.cfm.
 
Last year the MoneyPACIFIC calendar was 
made available through schools, churches 
and community groups within New Zealand, 
Tonga and Samoa, and raised money for 
the purchase of school sporting equipment, 
youth activities and church functions. 
MoneyPACIFIC is a multi-agency project 
jointly supported by the Reserve Bank of 
New Zealand, Ministry of Pacific Island 
Affairs, and the New Zealand Aid 
Programme.

Request your free copy of the latest 
Currents magazine now!

The latest issue of Currents is available now 
and has an environment focus in recognition 
of World Environment Day observed 
annually on 5 June. The issue includes 
articles on the international efforts being 
made to address global warming, alternative 
energy source initiatives in the Pacific, a 
project in Kiribati that is restoring 
biodiversity, and more! 
 
Published six times a year, the New Zealand
Aid Programme’s Currents magazine is an
interesting and informative way to find out
more about how New Zealand is working to
support development and respond to
humanitarian crisis in our region, and further
afield.
 
To receive a free copy of the magazine 
please contact Nadine Koszler with your
mailing details or visit the New Zealand Aid
Programme’s website to download a copy.

NewZAID

If you have any comments or suggestions to 
make regarding NewZAID please contact 
nadine.koszler@mfat.govt.nz

New water tanks being offloaded the 
HMNZS Canterbury for installation in 
Tuvalu.

The 2010 Tropic Twilight took place in Tuvalu from 25 June - 15 July. Tropic Twilight
is an annual exercise designed to improve New Zealand’s ability to respond to natural
disasters in the Pacific.
 
While Pacific Governments will always manage their own country’s response to a
natural disaster, at all times New Zealand stands ready to assist. Ensuring that the
New Zealand Government is able to deliver on this commitment is a key part of
Tropic Twilight.
 
The exercise sees the New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF) deployed to a different 
Pacific nation each year and it allows the Army, Navy and Air Force to test their 
operating capability in demanding tropical environments. Over time the exercise has 
evolved to include a range of aid activities carried out by NZDF personnel with 
funding for materials and supplies from the New Zealand Aid Programme.
 
The HMNZS Canterbury took part in the exercise and there were nine C-130 
Hercules flights in and out of Funifuti. The New Zealand Army provided an 
engineering group of around 60 soldiers, and a medical and surgical group comprised 
of a mixture NZDF specialists and civilian volunteers. In total more than 300 
personnel took part.
 
The Government of Tuvalu, the New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
and the NZDF agreed on a range of tasks to be carried out as part of Tropic Twilight 
prior to the exercise, including: dental work and dental hygiene training for students at 
Motufoua Secondary School in Viatapu; surgical work and first aid training in
Funafuti; significant repairs to Motufoua Secondary School; training of Fire
Department staff, servicing of fire appliance and construction of a rapid refill water 
tower; and significant repairs at Nauti Primary School in Funafuti.
 
All the scheduled activities were carried out as part of Tropic Twilight. The NZDF 
surgical team carried out 19 life changing surgeries and the dental team on Viatapu 
saw close to 650 patients.
 
The New Zealand Aid Programme provided $250,000 to support the work undertaken 
by the NZDF as part of Tropic Twilight.
 
For more information contact Richard Dirks. 

Revised Quality Standards for Evaluation launched in New Zealand

Representatives of New Zealand Aid Programme held the formal New Zealand 
launch of the revised Development Assistance Committee (DAC) Quality Standards 
for Development Evaluation in Wellington in late May following several years of 
international testing and refining the Standards.

The standards have been developed by the DAC Network on Development 
Evaluation in consultation with both donors and partner countries. The updated 
Standards provide a guide to good practice in development evaluation and aim to 
strengthen the contribution of evaluation to improving development outcomes. They 
are intended to improve the quality of evaluation processes and products, and to 
facilitate collaboration between donors and partner countries. The standards are 
widely used globally in evaluations of planned, ongoing or completed development 
interventions.

The DAC Network on Development Evaluation is a unique body comprised of 
evaluation specialists from Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) member countries and multilateral development organisations. The group 
aims to increase the effectiveness of international development programmes by 
supporting robust, informed and independent evaluation.

New Zealand acts as the Vice Chair for the network, a role shared with Belgium. 
Evaluation Team Leader and Advisors for the New Zealand Aid Programme played a 
lead role in facilitating the development of the revised standards. As part of the 
process to revise the standards, New Zealand hosted a workshop in February 2009 to 
bring both donors and partner countries together to refine the standards based on the 
experience of users during the test phase of the draft standards (2006-2009). The 
workshop was attended by approximately 50 participants from both developed and 
developing countries.

The Auckland-based workshop placed particular emphasis on people and effective 
working relationships by incorporating Maori cultural elements into the workshop 
programme. The programme included a visit to Waipapa marae, where participants 
were greeted with a traditional powhiri (welcome ceremony), watched a kapa haka 
performance and shared meals together in the whare kai (marae dining room), setting 
the scene for open discussion at the international workshop.

Since their approval by the network and endorsement from the DAC in early 2010 the 
revised Quality Standards for Development Evaluation have been widely circulated by 
the network to development practitioners including partner countries, professional 
evaluation associations and civil society organisations.
For more information and to view the standards visit the DAC website.
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