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Some beneficiaries of UNHCR’s Soap Making Project with Kiden Joyce Abraham (UNHCR Community Services Assistant) 

 in Yei, Central Equatoria.  
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Khartoum 

 
Resettlement 
 
As one of the three durable solutions for refugees, resettlement is often used when the other options - 
voluntary repatriation and local integration - are not available. UNHCR Khartoum has been working with 
resettlement countries to provide this option to refugees in Sudan, particularly those with specific needs.  
 
There are criteria defined by resettlement countries and UNHCR for a refugee to be considered for this 
option. In a first ever mission to Sudan, the Norwegian Immigration team arrived in November to spend 
over a week to interview and complete immigration procedures for 41 cases (about 77 persons) from 
Khartoum and the refugee camps in Eastern Sudan. Norway has expressed its intention to return in 2009 
to conduct more interviews. 
 
Other countries who come to Sudan to interview and consider refugees for resettlement are Canada, 
Australia and New Zealand.  UNHCR is expected to continue to pursue this durable solution for a larger 
group of refugees, in particular those from the refugee camps in the East in 2009. 
 
IDPs 
 
Responding to identified needs and recognising the link between the lack of income generating 
opportunities, the weak social safety nets and protection risks for IDPs in Khartoum, UNHCR agreed with 
its partners SCUK and the local NGO Al Manar to approve an increase in the small projects targeted 
towards women and children at risk. 23 projects (community, women’s groups and individual income-
generation initiatives) implemented by community-based organisations received in kind material to 
consolidate their activities. Additional support for individual small trading was offered to IDP women. 
Children at risk (children heads of households, orphans, etc.) were assisted through UNHCR’s partner 
SCUK to be employed in vocational training courses managed by local institutions.  
 
On 29 November, UNHCR participated in the ‘Information Day’, an inter-agency initiative organised within 
the Sudan Information Campaign on Return. The Information Day aimed at sensitising the potential 
returnees on the right of a free and well-informed choice and to provide information on areas of origin in 
South Sudan. The event took place in the area of Hay Jousif, a suburb of Khartoum that has a high 
concentration of IDPs. Several IDPs asked about the possibility to see the resumption of the assisted return 
process, organised by IOM, UNMIS RRR and the authorities (HAC and SSRRC). 
 
Since October, UNHCR has formed part of a group of protection agencies and UNMIS engaged in a 
dialogue with the Ministry for Humanitarian Affairs and with HAC on a National IDP Policy. Initial comments 
on a first draft of the Policy were shared, while a review was also provided by the Office of the 
Representative of the Secretary General on the Human Rights of Internally Displaced persons. During the 
month of December, a second set of recommendations has been prepared. 
 
16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence 

 
UNHCR and partners actively organised and participated in the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender 
Violence. The campaign started on 25 November with the International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
Against Women and closed on 10 December, the International Day of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights (UDHR). In 2008 the UDHR celebrated its 60

th
 anniversary and therefore the theme of the campaign 

was entitled “Human Rights for Women, Human Rights for All: UDHR60”. 
 
In Sudan, UNHCR staff worked very closely with government, other UN agencies and national and 
international NGOs to ensure that a joint programme was developed to reach a large and varied audience. 
The government bodies responsible to combat gender based violence in the country, the federal Unit 
Violence Against Women and Children (VAW) in the North and the Ministry of Gender, Social Welfare and 
Religious Affairs in the South, were fully involved in the preparations. They felt that the international theme 
should be adapted to the situation in Sudan and should stress the importance of jointly combating violence 
against. The theme in Sudan, therefore, was redefined as “Working together for Women’s Rights”. 
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A wide range of activities involving government officials, UN and NGOs, as well as refugees, IDPs, 
returnee and host communities took place. Such activities included drama, songs, speeches, radio 
programmes and workshops on specific themes (i.e. UN Security Council 1820, National Legislative 
Framework, and the involvement of men in combating Gender Based Violence, risks of HIV/AIDS). 
 
Despite challenges, particularly but not exclusively in Darfur, greater activities which are involving a 
stronger commitment from government, national civil society and communities are being observed in 
Sudan. Although much further progress is required to combat violence against women in this country, 
awareness about issues related to Gender Based Violence is growing. Civil society is developing plans to 
fight FGM, domestic violence and early marriages, while the Federal VAW Unit in the North and the 
Ministry of Gender, Social Welfare and Religious Affairs in the South start to advocate for the protection of 
women by advocating with relevant authorities. Several religious and community leaders in the different 
regions are also beginning to discuss gender issues publicly, and this is very positive step forward.  

 
 
 

Darfur 
 
Protection Coordination  
 
UNHCR organised the annual All Darfur Protection Working Group meeting, which gathered the main UN 
Protection Agencies, other International Organisations, UNAMID and several Non-Governmental 
organisations active in all three Darfur states. The meeting focussed on two thematic discussions: 
operationalising protection of civilians and engaging with the nomadic / semi-nomadic groups in Darfur. 
Protection actors showed consensus on the need for greater understanding and coordination among the 
various humanitarian actors and the military/security components of UNAMID. This included the need for 
improved information sharing and planning of activities; the necessity for a precise outline of the roles and 
responsibilities of the security component, better defined and agreed procedures in situations of threat and 
attacks against the civilian population; a continuous need to enhance UNAMID capacity in areas such as 
confidence building, community patrol/policing, firewood and cultivation patrols. Secondly, protection actors 
agreed to make the engagement with the nomadic groups a specific periodical item on their agendas and 
to enhance coordination of programmes and activities among various humanitarian actors and the involved 
components of the Mission. At the same time, the group agreed to ensure that systematic visits to such 
groups be undertaken in the context of regular field and assessment missions and protection monitoring 
activities. 
 
 
Refugees – protection and assistance 
 
On 9 November, UNHCR and Save the Children (US) participated in a handover ceremony of the new 
refugee school in Um Shalaya refugee camp. The programme was attended by government 
representatives, tribal leaders and refugees. The school has been named Al Amel, which means ‘Hope’ in 
English. 

 
UNHCR convened a meeting with approximately 40 refugee youth from Mukjar refugee camp who were 
involved in the 14 October assault on the UNHCR compound. Key points from this meeting included the 
need for greater engagement with refugee youth; awareness-raising regarding UNHCR’s role and function; 
addressing the high expectations regarding humanitarian assistance; and sensitisation of youth regarding 
individual/community responsibilities. 

 
IDPs – protection and assistance 
 
UNHCR Community Services coordinated with other agencies to distribute sanitary material to IDP women 
and girls in camps and schools in late November. On 13 November, in response to a fire incident in Riyad 
IDP camp (West Darfur), UNHCR distributed kitchen sets to 17 affected families. 
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UNHCR in Mukjar (West Darfur) arranged a meeting between UNAMID and the IDP Women's Network 
Group to facilitate the resumption of firewood patrols following the end of the rainy season. Two new sites 
for firewood collection were proposed by the women; vehicle accessibility to these new sites will be 
evaluated. 

 
Missions 

 
UNHCR and the Ministry of Education conducted a joint assessment of the schools in Habila (West Darfur). 
The assessment showed that the schools were not well maintained by the PTAs and teachers. Immediate 
action is required by the PTAs and teachers to better maintain their classrooms. These schools received 
plastic sheets and mats from UNHCR twice during the rainy season.  
 
UNHCR in Mornei conducted a monitoring visit to Sisi IDP camp in West Darfur. In addition to individual 
visits and a visit to the Women’s Center, a meeting was held with the sheikhs where UNHCR, UNAMID, 
and MedAir were present. Security was the main issue raised by IDP sheikhs. UNHCR conducted a field 
mission in the Tendelti area to register refugees, where it was discovered that about 20 separated children 
with other unidentified unaccompanied minors were among the group. UNHCR also undertook a mission to 
El Fasher to conduct a series of Code of Conduct and ‘HIV in the work place’ training sessions. 

 
UNHCR fielded a mission to Forobaranga and surrounding villages to conduct basic GBV training for the 
local staff of INTERSOS, SC-US, and UNAMID and to conduct a protection profiling exercise in the area. 
The profiling exercise found an increased number of physical insecurity incidents among rural villages, 
including rapes and crop destructions. 
 
 

South Sudan and Blue Nile State 
 
Congolese Influx 
 
In October, an influx of thousands of Congolese refugees to Yambio County occurred following attacks 
attributed to the LRA. UNHCR mobilised presence and resources to provide assistance and assess the 
protection situation of the incoming population. In November, UNHCR undertook a mission following 
reports of a further LRA attack on Dungu (DRC) on 1 and 2 November that reportedly displaced 50,000 
people. Monitoring continued in Sakure, Ukou, Masikisa/Madebe and Gangura, with the additional 
verification of 112 families in Sangua. Three areas in which refugees have been reported, James Diko, 
Nabanga and Gbou, remained inaccessible to the UNHCR team due to security constraints. Currently the 
major concern is the increasing likelihood of the LRA crossing the border to attack the refugees in their 
current locations where they are receiving food and NFI assistance. The total registered population in 
Western Equatoria is now 4,773 including IDPs and a number of Sudanese returnees who were forced 
back from DRC by the attacks. 
 
Mabaan Flooding  
 
Following an inter-agency mission, a task force on flooding in Mabaan has been set up in Malakal under 
the co-ordination of the South Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission.  As part of inter-agency efforts 
to deliver assistance to those affected, UNHCR has pledged 300 mats, 200 mosquito nets and 100 
buckets. The flooding is expected to impact the possibilities of receiving additional returnees from Ethiopia 
in coming months.  
 
Voluntary Repatriation   
 
As of 29 November 2008 the repatriation of Sudanese refugees to South Sudan and Blue Nile State 
reached a cumulative total of 294,726, of which 137,896 returned under the organized and assisted self-
repatriation programme. Since 1 January to 29 November 2008 the total number of persons returned 
through organised means supported by UNHCR was 60,941, of whom 59,329 persons (97%) were 
organized and 1,612 persons (3%) were under the assisted self-repatriation programme. 
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The first major movement of the 2008-9 return season in 
South Sudan arrived on the afternoon of 18 November, 
warmly welcomed by the UNHCR team and a delegation 
from the U.S. State Department’s Bureau of Population, 
Refugees and Migration (BPRM). 112 refugee returnees 
from Kakuma camp in Kenya arrived at Kapeota 
waystation, where they received food, supplies and 
mine awareness training, before being transported to 
their various places of origin across Eastern Equatoria 
State. All of the returnees reached their final 
destinations by 21 November, and UNHCR conducted 
monitoring in these areas. 

 
In Kapoeta, UNHCR assisted 167 IDP returnees 
identified and registered by the Protection Working 
Group with plastic sheeting for each family. UNHCR 
also held discussions with the local government in 
Kapoeta about transforming the Kapoeta way station 

into a viable permanent structure for use by the community when organized movements end. Subject to 
funding availability, the community proposed that the way station be transformed into a secondary school.  
�  
The Sudan-Kenya Cross Border Meeting and Technical Working Group of the Tripartite Commission for 
Voluntary Repatriation took place on 13-14 November in Juba. The agreed way forward for repatriation will 
be to focus on mass information campaigns, such as a large ‘Go and Tell’ visit to Kakuma Refugee Camp 
in early December. At present, there are some 390 confirmed for repatriation up to the end of 2008.  
 
UNHCR organized a ‘Go and Tell’ visit to Rhino refugee settlement in Arua, Uganda for the Commissioners 
of Yei, Lainya and Morobo counties. The goals were to inform refugees about security and socio-political 
developments in Central Equatoria State and to hear from refugees about their concerns. The 
Commissioners expressed the government’s commitment to ensure health, education and agricultural 
sectors assistance for all South Sudanese. Refugees in turn expressed their concerns about delayed 
salaries, high cost of education, and inadequate health systems. 76% of the 14,239 refugees in Arua are 
expected to return to South Sudan this season. A similar visit is under consideration from Kajo Keji County.  
 
A cross-border meeting in Kurmuk finalised a plan for the return by air of 2,000 refugees to Ulang and 
Nassir in Upper Nile in December 2008, with the support of UNHCR and IOM Ethiopia. Returns may also 
take place from Sherkole camp in December. A 17-member delegation from Sherkole Camp in Ethiopia 
undertook a ‘Come and See’ visit to Mabaan. The team was comprised of ARRA, refugee leaders, SSRRC 
of Kurmuk and UNHCR Assosa and Kurmuk, and the Mabaan Commissioner. 
 
Protection  

 
SGBV Focal Points in coordination with UNHCR Kajo Keji concluded the SGBV campaigns in two primary 
schools in Andasire and Lukura. In Andesire 5 community members and 8 teachers attended, along with 
205 pupils, while in Lukura 216 pupils and 10 teachers attended. UNHCR will extend such campaigns to 
the general community to target women and youths.  

 
UNHCR conducted a community based protection workshop for participants from Baidit, Jalle and Makuac 
payams of Bor County. 20 participants including Payam Administrators, local Chiefs, female leaders, youth 
leaders, church leaders and local arbitrators were trained in awareness on human rights concepts and the 
significance of respecting, promoting and protecting the rights of others. HIV/AIDS issues were integrated 
into the programme and community-based protection networks to address human rights violations were 
established.  

 
UNHCR in Nimule concluded return area monitoring in 4 villages – Pogee Center, Onenkibero, Bilinyang 
and Vetnam – in the Pajok and Lobone Payams of Magwi County. It found that food security, existence of 
unexploded ordnance (UXOs) and lack of potable water were the main challenges for reintegration. 
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UNHCR organized a community-based training in Ombaci Boma in Yei County with the themes of Human 
Rights, Child and Women Rights and SGBV. 90 people including Boma administrators, chiefs, headmen, 
women and youth along with teachers and representatives of farmers groups attended. The community-
based organisation WOPHA assisted with a video-show on early marriage and domestic violence. 

 
Programme Activities 
 
UNHCR Nimule distributed 240 jerry cans to 2 primary schools and 1 health care centre in Ayi payam in 
Kit. Jerry cans were also distributed in Magwi County as a large stock was deteriorating due to long-term 
storage in the extreme heat of the warehouses.  
 
In Kajo Keji, implementation of 4 livelihood projects including Lopoor Petty Trading, Wudu Duck 
rearing/Petty Trading, Loving Club Grinding Mill Project and the Jalimo Cobbler Group Project commenced. 
Similar projects, such as soap making are taking place in Yei, Central Equatoria.  
 
UNHCR Nimule distributed 1,100 jerry cans to 6 schools and 5 hospitals in the villages of Avumadrichi, 
Mutiaba, Bilinya, Ganzi and Massindi in Mugali Payam of Magwi County. 137 education kits were also 
distributed to schools in the villages.  
� 
Handover Ceremony 
 
A delegation from the Cabinet of Japan visited 
Juba to donate 60 portable water purifiers. An 
official handover ceremony was organized with 
representatives of GoSS Ministries of Health, 
Regional Cooperation and SSRRC and the 
Ambassador of Japan. The event was followed 
by a media briefing and demonstration of the 
water purifiers. 

 
UNHCR Juba received a mission from the 
Swiss Agency for Development and Co-
operation (SDC), which donated 10 trucks to 
the repatriation operation in early 2008. While 
expressing the gratitude to this valuable in-kind 
contribution, UNHCR briefed the delegation on 
its 2009 planning. 
 
UNHCR took part in a UNDP-funded 
interagency workshop on returns to discuss the 
process of reintegration. The returnees cited 
challenges such as lack of land for settlement, 
limited health services, poor quality education, insecurity and the problem of street children and child 
labour. The workshop ended by identifying the following coping mechanisms (i) relocation to farms in the 
payam of origin and to focus on agricultural activities for livelihood (ii) to lobby the Government to 
accelerate voluntary disarmament and (iii) to deploy police to the villages and engage in income projects 
like trading.  
 
 

Eastern States 

 
New Arrivals 
 
New arrivals continued to enter into Sudan from Eritrea, Somalia and Ethiopia through various entry points 
in Gedaref, Kassala and Red Sea States and were received in Shagarab Reception Centre. Some 1,986 
individuals including 101 unaccompanied minors arrived in Sudan in November, with a cumulative total of 
17,579 individuals, 589 unaccompanied minors arriving in Sudan since January 2008. 
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Registration 
 
12,580 refugees have been verified at Wad Sharife camp (12,171 from the camp and 294 from Wad 
Sharife village). A cumulative total of 55,698 refugees have been verified by UNHCR since 2 March 2008.  
 
Education 
 
UNHCR granted scholarships to 24 vulnerable refugee students from the Um Gargur and Abuda refugee 
camps. 19 were enrolled in grade 9, 3 in grade 10 and 2 in grade 11. They will continue their education in 
Showak, Gedaref, Girba and Wad-Elhielau Secondary Schools. An additional student from Girba camp 
received financial assistance to sit secondary school exams. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


