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This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by Regional Office 
for West and Central Africa. 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

 Nearly 40,000 Ivorian refugees in neighboring countries 

 358 cholera cases including 11 deaths reported in Côte d’Ivoire 

 WFP distributes 100.5 tons of food to IDPs 

 Several banks suspend their activities 

 

II. Situation Overview 

 
With the persisting political crisis in Côte d’Ivoire, 
the Security Council authorized, on 16 February, a 
three-month extension of the temporary 
redeployment of infantry and aviation units from the 
United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) to the 
UN Organization’s Operation in Côte d’Ivoire 
(UNOCI).  The Council also requested the support 
of troop contributing countries in extending the 
redeployment of the units. 
 
Raising security concerns, several international 
banks including Société Générale, BNP Paribas, 
Ecobank, Bank of Africa and Citibank have 
suspended their activities in Côte d’Ivoire. The 
Regional Stock exchange (BRVM) also has closed 
since 15 February after security forces invaded its 
office. These financial problems could hamper humanitarian operations in Côte d’Ivoire. Banking operations 
are becoming difficult to perform and payments are made only by cash.  
 
Concerning the human rights situation in Côte d’Ivoire, to date, UNOCI confirms at least 300 deaths in 
connection with the violence since mid-December 2010. 
 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 
CÔTE D’IVOIRE  
 
The political crisis has led to acute and long term consequences on access to health care, education and 
eroding coping mechanisms of vulnerable people. While humanitarian response has thus far focused on 
displacements of population in the west, the crisis is having far-reaching humanitarian consequences 
throughout the country and with no end in sight to the crisis, the situation of children and women is likely to 
further deteriorate in the coming weeks.  
 
The consequences of the ongoing emergency are yet to be fully grasped, but it is likely to affect a large 
number of people. Inter-agency needs assessments are currently on-going to verify the size of the population 
currently affected and the extent of the humanitarian needs.  A total of 40,000 people are already displaced 
in the country and an estimated 800,000 registered school children can’t attend class because many schools 
have remained closed since November.  
 
Vulnerability of this population is rooted in persistent poverty with an estimated 40% of the population living 
below the national poverty line, 35% of children suffering from chronic malnutrition (40% in some areas in the 
northern part of the country), and child mortality estimated at 118 per 1000 in 2009. While the 2010 electoral 
process was expected to definitely restore peace and set the country on the development path, it in fact led 
to a setback in the vulnerability of households. The economic sanctions and the slowdown of economic 
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activities will render the population even more vulnerable with evidences such as banks closures and 
unemployment in the service sector.  
 
 
Population displacements 
As of 10 February, registration carried out by IOM and UNHCR indicate the presence of up to 40,000 IDPs in 
western Côte d’Ivoire. Most of the IDPs are in Duékoué. Recently, very heavy rain and strong wind have 
caused significant damage to shelter structures at the Mission Catholique site in Duekoue. IOM is the Camp 
management agency in charge of daily management in Duékoué and is working with the local management 
committee and humanitarian partners to identify immediate needs and address issues of concern from the 
different groups hosted in the camp, as well as monitoring of conditions of the most vulnerable. 

 

 EMERGENCY SHELTER 
On 14 February, UNHCR began work on clearing ground for a new camp for displaced people in western 
Côte d'Ivoire, where 38,600 people have been so far registered. The new camp is located near Duékoué 
town and will accommodate up to 6,000 people, relieving crowding at a nearby Catholic mission which has 
been a main site for the displaced. In Danané, Binhouye and Zouan-Hounien districts over 8,600 IDPs are 
staying with local families. UNHCR is looking for additional sites to accommodate more IDPs.  
 

 FOOD 

On 4 February, WFP started the second distribution of 15 day food rations of 100.5 tons to 25,674 IDPs and 

host population in Duékoué, Danané, Man, Guiglo, Mahapleu, Logoualé and Niambly. Complete ration for 15 

days will be also distributed to 1,239 IDPs in Tiébiessou. 

 

 NUTRITION 
Screening of 473 children in the Duékoué IDP camp was conducted by UNICEF and the association of 
support to health and urban self promotion (ASAPSU). The 30 identified severely acute malnourished 
children are treated adequately in the facilities. Both the IDP camp and the hospital are supplied with 
anthropometric equipment, medicines and Plumpynut for Severe Acute Malnutrition treatment.  
 

 WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 
In addition to the treatment kits against cholera provided, UNICEF supported the disinfection of the most 
vulnerable zones in Attecoube with the Health authorities. In partnership with Côte d’Ivoire Red Cross, 
UNICEF has ensured the distribution of soap (100,000 pieces) to 18,100 households of Adjamé, 
Williamsville, Attécoubé and Yopougon. 
 

 HEALTH 
As of the 13 February, 358 cholera cases (cumulative) have been reported in Côte d’Ivoire, with 11 deaths. 
The epicenter of the outbreak remains the neighborhood of Attecoube with 303 cases.  
 
More than 500,000 children under 5 years will be vaccinated against measles from 16 to 25 February 2011 in 
response to the epidemic in South-Comoé of Cote d'Ivoire, particularly in the health districts of Adiaké and 
Aboisso. This vaccination campaign will be accompanied by the one against yellow fever. 
 
UNICEF started on 17 February, a vaccination campaign against measles, epidemic diseases associated 
with deworming and Vitamin A supplementation targeting 479 children and pregnant women in IDPs sites 
and hosted families in Western Côte d’Ivoire. 
 
HIV prevention campaign is launched targeting IDPs in Man, Danané and Duékoué camps. Since the 
beginning of the crisis, 9 Gender Based Violence victims aged between 15 and 37 have been treated at 
Guiglo hospital within 72 hours after the exposition. UNICEF trained partner NGO in Bouake on HIV in 
emergency module.  
 

 EDUCATION 
It is estimated that about 800,000 children across the country are directly affected by the closure of schools. 
UNICEF has provided 3,198 books for distribution to displaced students in Danane sites. 
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UNICEF has identified two school groups for educational inclusion of children IDPs of Man. There were 
meetings with representatives of the DREN to identify schools that will accommodate the displaced students 
of primary and high school. Discussions are underway with the Education Cluster for the identification of 
students in displaced families in Man for their reintegration into school. 
 
In Danane and Mahapleu, UNICEF is discussing with education official on modalities to integrated displaced 
students in schools. In Mahapleu where the process of identification of teachers and students is underway, 
an area of 1 ha has been identified to implement social and recreational activities. 
 
REFUGEE SITUATION 
As of 12 February, the number of refugees had increased to nearly 40,000. UNHCR have registered over 
38,257 refugees in Liberia, 732 in Guinea, 252 in Togo, 143 in Mali, 90 in Ghana, 22 in Benin, 20 in Burkina 
Faso and 31 in Niger and 3 in Senegal.  

 

 
LIBERIA 

In Liberia, the majority of refugees are in Nimba county. The government of Liberia, with UNHCR, has 

identified areas away from border for the relocation of Ivorian refugees. The voluntary transfer of refugees 

will be from the host villages to the Bahn refugee camp and 15 relocation villages identified by the Liberian 

government and UNHCR.  

  

 FOOD 

Food distribution will take place in the bahn camp and 15 relocation villages. WFP reported that 140MT of 

food stocks sufficient for 1 week rations for 36,000 people are currently available in Saclepea. 

 

 NUTRITION 

A total of 4,659 children aged 6-59 months were screened by the Aid for Needy Development Programme 

(ANDP) in 10 host communities of Gbelaygeh and Zoegeh districts in Nimba county. 1,363 were refugees 

and 3,296 were from host communities. 102 children were identified as being severely malnourished and are 

being treated at UNICEF supported special Nutrition Units (SNU). 

 

To expand coverage and outreach in the south of Liberia, where most refugees are concentrated, UNICEF 

and WFP with support from ACF, EQUIP and IRC are in the process of setting up five additional outpatient 

treatment (OPT) sites, two SNU and six Supplementary Feeding Program (SFP) sites. Two quick response 

teams for ANDP and the Ministry of Health will support ACF in conducting a month long mass screening of 

children aged 6-59 months and provision of outpatient treatment of severely malnourished children in 

Zoegeh and Gbelaygeh districts. 

 

 HEALTH 

The integrated measles campaign, targeting over 230,000 children aged six months to 16 years in Nimba 

County, concluded 10 February. 66% of the targeted children were given measles vaccinations and 53% of 

women of child bearing age received treatment against tetanus during the campaign. 

 

 WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 
UNICEF delivered emergency supplies of 18 hand pumps, 1,483 jerry cans, 2 motor bikes and a set of 
dewatering pumps to CIPORD on 9 February. The supplies will benefit 26 host communities, including 8 of 
the 15 designated refugee areas. Hygiene promotion supplies for 5,000 people in 7 communities were 
provided to Equip and DRC. UNICEF also delivered 500 jerry cans, 90 cartons of soap and aqua tabs to 
ACF for distribution in three communities in Zoegeh district. The Red Cross Red Crescent Movement has 
repaired or constructed 23 wells, handpumps, and completed 21 sustainable latrines and 2 bathhouses, with 
68 more latrines and 2 bathhouses under construction. The work is taking place in six host communities. 
  

 EDUCATION 
UNICEF is reproducing hard copies of the Ivorian school curriculum and teachers’ guides for up to 50 
schools. These will be distributed by the end of the month. UNICEF Liberia and National Red Cross are 
coordinating with UNICEF Cote d’Ivoire to provide textbooks in French for approximately 20,000 refugee 
children in host communities. 
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GHANA 
Refugees/returnees are arriving through borders in the western region of Ghana and they are 
accommodated in host communities and in private arrangements.  Camp accommodation will begin with the 
arrival of between 100-200 persons. Meanwhile UNHCR has begun discussions with the UNCT on what 
basic structures to be put in place within a reasonable timeframe. Tented accommodation is seen as the 
most feasible since there are no existing facilities/shelter. While the initial grading of 5-10 acres of the 28-
acre Ampain site in Western Region has been completed, there still continue to be no facilities on the camp 
site.  
 
IOM has started to provide transport assistance to Third Country Nationals (TCNs) and an initial group of 
some 30 Guineans who came from Cote d’Ivoire was assisted to return home. IOM is also setting up a joint 
registration process with the Government of Ghana and UNHCR to register displaced populations from Côte 
d’Ivoire arriving in Ghana.  
 
  
GUINEA 
Since the beginning of the crisis, nearly 1,800 Guinean nationals have crossed the border from Cote d'Ivoire 
and come back to Guinea. In order to assist these returnees, IOM is looking to see how it can provide 
reintegration assistance. As of 10 February, IOM has provided logistical support to UNHCR for the transport 
of some 210 Ivorian refugees from Bossou and Sinko transit centres in south eastern Guinea, to Kouankan II 
refugee camp. This logistical support will continue in the coming weeks, in view of the flow of refugees and 
influx of Guinean returnees. 
 
 
MALI 
Malians represent the second largest migrant community in Cote d’Ivoire. IOM has deployed two experts in 
the country to participate in a joined field mission with the national Civil Protection. According to this 
assessment mission, an estimated 2,585 people have crossed into the country, including 1,587 Malian 
nationals who mostly returned to their home towns and villages.  IOM is currently assessing the options for 
providing reception, transport and reintegration assistance for Malian returnees and Third Country Nationals 
now stranded there. 
 
 
 

IV. Coordination 

 
Côte d’Ivoire 
During the 11 February meeting, the HCT decided to speed up the CERF application schedule for most life 
saving activities in Cote d’Ivoire. Submissions should be ready be 1 March. From 14 to 19 February, an inter 
agency rapid needs assessment mission is currently undertaken in Lakota, Issia, Sinfra, Daoukro, 
Bongaounou, Abengourou, Bondoukou and Agnibilekrou. 
 
IOM has been designated Co-lead of the Camp Management cluster together with UNHCR. Camp 
management operations are currently being strengthened to allow for improved coordination of services 
provided inside the camp. 
 
The protection cluster has conducted an assessment from 17 to 18 February, on IDP returns in the regions 
of Moyen Cavally, Mountains, Bafing, Denguélé. 
 
Regular Emergency Telecommunication meetings at local and global levels are taking place. A Worldwide 
Interoperability for Microwave Access (WIMAX) project for the UN Coordination Team is being finalized in 
Abidjan to allow the Coordination to work from home if movements are restricted. Additionally, an 
assessment mission is ongoing to identify gaps in the Common Security Telecommunications System in 
Côte d’Ivoire and will come with a project proposal to strengthen the existing network.  
 
The Humanitarian Coordinator (HC) for Cote d’Ivoire had a number of meetings with UN and NGO partners 
in Geneva on 14-15 February to advocate for a larger support and to better describe the extent of the 
humanitarian needs. 
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A proposal for activation of Emergency Telecommunication and Early Recovery clusters is being submitted 
by the HC to the IASC. 
 
Liberia 
The Country Team is working on a CERF request to fund the most urgent life-saving activities in the country. 
 
 

V. Funding 

 

As of 18 February, pledges, commitments and contributions received so far are summarized below.  

 

 Côte d’Ivoire+4 Liberia 

Canada  $ 500,000  $ 1,000,501 

ECHO  $ 4,087,193  $ 2,724,796 

USAID   $ 3,600,000 

Australia Aid 
Pledge for staff secondment to 
humanitarian agencies 

 $ 1,988,072 

Switzerland 
Pledge for staff secondment to 
humanitarian agencies 

 $ 1,369,085 
Pledge for staff secondment to 
humanitarian agencies 

Sweden   $ 3,544,000 

Italy  $ 407,068  

Luxembourg  $ 87,015  $ 95,400 

UK - DFID   $ 1,584,786 

ECOWAS   $ 500,000 

Germany  $ 340,599  $ 340,599 

Japan  $ 5,000,000  

Korea  $ 300,000  

Ireland   $ 545,000 

China   $ 10,000 

CERF 

Will consider proposals for life saving / 
priority needs. Based on latest 
assessments, proposal under preparation 
by HCT. 

Will consider proposals for life saving / 
priority needs. Based on latest 
assessments, proposal under preparation 
by HCT. 

 
 

VI. Contact 

 
OCHA-Côte d’Ivoire 
Laurent Dufour, Regional Disaster Response Advisor 
dufour@un.org, / +225.57.89.15.01  
 
OCHA Regional Office for West Africa 
Noel Tsekouras, Head of Office a.i, 
Tsekouras@un.org, +221.77.450.2132 
 
Yvon Edoumou, Public information/ Advocacy Officer 
Edoumou@un.org, +221.77.569.9653 
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Angelita Mendy, Public Information Associate 
mendya@un.org, +221.77.450.6181 
 
For all previous humanitarian updates and other information please visit 
http://ochaonline.un.org/UrgencesEmergencies/ElectionsCocirctedIvoire/tabid/7330/language/fr-
FR/Default.aspx 
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