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On 27 April 2011, the Security Council adopts unanimously  the resolution 1979 (2011) regarding western 

Sahara conflict whereby  it extends MINURSO mandate till 30 April 2012. the full text of the resolution 

reads as follows: 

“The Security Council, 

“Recalling and reaffirming all its previous resolutions on Western Sahara, 

“Reaffirming its strong support for the efforts of the Secretary-General and his Personal Envoy to imple-

ment resolutions 1754 (2007), 1783 (2007), 1813 (2008), 1871 (2009), and 1920 (2010), 

“Reaffirming its commitment to assist the parties to achieve a just, lasting, and mutually acceptable politi-

cal solution, which will provide for the self-determination of the people of Western Sahara in the context of 

arrangements consistent with the principles and purposes of the Charter of the United Nations, and noting 

the role and responsibilities of the parties in this respect, 

“Reiterating its call upon the parties and States of the region to cooperate more fully with the United Na-

tions and with each other and to strengthen their involvement to end the current impasse and to achieve 

progress towards a political solution, 

“Welcoming the efforts of the Secretary-General to keep all peacekeeping operations, including MINURSO, 

under close review and reiterating the need for the Council to pursue a rigorous, strategic approach to 

peacekeeping deployments, 

“Expressing serious concern about the increase in violations of existing agreements and calling on the par-

ties to respect their relevant obligations, 

“Taking note of the Moroccan proposal presented on 11 April 2007 to the Secretary-General and welcoming 

serious and credible Moroccan efforts to move the process forward towards resolution; also taking note of 

the Polisario Front proposal presented 10 April 2007 to the Secretary-General, 

“Inviting in this context the parties to demonstrate further political will towards a solution including by 

expanding upon their discussion of each other’s proposals, 

“Taking note of the four rounds of negotiations held under the auspices of the Secretary-General, and the 

continued rounds of informal talks in Manhasset (United States), and Mellieha (Malta), and welcoming the 

progress made by the parties to enter into direct negotiations, 

“Welcoming the parties’ agreement to explore innovative negotiating approaches and discrete subjects, 

“Stressing the importance of improving the human rights situation in Western Sahara and the Tindouf 

camps, and encouraging the parties to work with the international community to develop and implement 

independent and credible measures to ensure full respect for human rights, bearing in mind their relevant 

obligations under international law, 

“Welcoming the establishment of a National Council on Human Rights in Morocco and the proposed compo-

nent regarding Western Sahara, and the commitment of Morocco to ensure unqualified and unimpeded 

access to all Special Procedures of the United Nations Human Rights Council, 

“Also welcoming the implementation of the enhanced refugee protection program developed by the Office 

of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees in coordination with the Polisario Front, which will include hu-

man rights training and awareness initiatives, 
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“Requesting UNHCR to maintain its consideration of a refugee registration in the Tindouf refugee camps, 

“Welcoming the agreement of the parties expressed in the Communiqué of the Personal Envoy of the Secretary-General for Western Sahara of 18 

March 2008 and looking forward to the inauguration of family visits by land and the continuation of the existing programme by air, and encourag-

ing the parties to cooperate with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in implementing their agreement, 

“Welcoming the commitment of the parties to continue the process of negotiations through the United Nations-sponsored talks, 

“Recognizing that the consolidation of the status quo is not acceptable in the long term, and noting further that progress in the negotiations is 

essential in order to improve the quality of life of the people of Western Sahara in all its aspects, 

“Affirming support for the Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy for Western Sahara Ambassador Christopher Ross, and his work in facilitating ne-

gotiations between the parties also welcoming his ongoing consultations with the parties and neighboring States, 

“Affirming support for the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Western Sahara and Head of MINURSO Hany Abdel-Aziz, 

“Having considered the report of the Secretary-General of 15 April 2011 (S/2011/249), 

“1.   Reaffirms the need for full respect of the military agreements reached with the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara 

(MINURSO) with regard to the ceasefire and calls on the parties to adhere fully to those agreements; 

“2.   Calls on all parties to cooperate fully with the operations of MINURSO and to ensure the security of as well as unhindered and immediate 

access for the United Nations and associated personnel in carrying out their mandate, in conformity with existing agreements; 

“3.   Welcomes the parties’ commitment to continue the process of holding small, informal talks in preparation for a fifth round of negotiations, 

and recalls its endorsement of the recommendation in the report of 14 April 2008 (S/2008/251) that realism and a spirit of compromise by the 

parties are essential to achieve progress in negotiations; 

“4.   Calls upon the parties to continue to show political will and work in an atmosphere propitious for dialogue in order to enter into a more inten-

sive and substantive phase of negotiations, thus ensuring implementation of resolutions 1754 (2007), 1783 (2007), 1813 (2008), 1871 (2009), 

and 1920 (2010) and the success of negotiations, inter alia, by devoting attention to the ideas in paragraph 120 of the Secretary-General’s report 

(S/2011/249); 

“5.   Affirms its strong support for the commitment of the Secretary-General and his Personal Envoy towards a solution to the question of West-

ern Sahara in this context and welcomes the intensified pace of meetings and contacts; 

“6.   Calls upon the parties to continue negotiations under the auspices of the Secretary-General without preconditions and in good faith, taking 

into account the efforts made since 2006 and subsequent developments, with a view to achieving a just, lasting, and mutually acceptable political 

solution, which will provide for the self-determination of the people of Western Sahara in the context of arrangements consistent with the princi-

ples and purposes of the Charter of the United Nations, and noting the role and responsibilities of the parties in this respect; 

“7.   Invites Member States to lend appropriate assistance to these talks; 

“8.   Requests the Secretary-General to keep the Security Council informed on a regular basis, and at least twice a year, on the status and pro-

gress of these negotiations under his auspices and express its intention to meet to receive and discuss his report; 

“9.   Requests the Secretary-General to provide a report on the situation in Western Sahara well before the end of the mandate period; 

“10.  Welcomes the commitment of the parties and the neighboring states to hold periodic meetings with the Office of the High Commissioner for 

Refugees to review and, where possible, expand confidence-building measures; 

“11.  Urges Member States to provide voluntary contributions to fund confidence-building measures that allow for increased contact between 

separated family members, especially family visits, as well as for other confidence-building measures that may be agreed upon between parties; 

“12.  Requests the Secretary General in his next report to examine the existing challenges to MINURSO’s operations, reflecting on the situation on 

the ground; 

“13.  Decides to extend the mandate of MINURSO until 30 April 2012; 

“14.  Requests the Secretary-General to continue to take the necessary measures to ensure full compliance in MINURSO with the United Nations 

zero-tolerance policy on sexual exploitation and abuse and to keep the Council informed, and urges troop-contributing countries to take appropri-

ate preventive action including pre-deployment awareness training, and other action to ensure full accountability in cases of such conduct involv-

ing their personnel; 

“15.  Decides to remain seized of the matter.” 
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4 April marked an important milestone in the history of MINURSO as it bid farewell to its Force Commander Maj. 

Gen. Jingmin Zhao (China). The ceremony was chaired by the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for 

Western Sahara and Head of Mission, Hany Abdel-Aziz, in presence of African Union Senior Representative Ambas-

sador Yilma Tadesse and attended by all MINURSO personnel.  

During the ceremony SRSG Abdel-Aziz recalled that Maj. Gen. Zhao was the longest serving military commander 

since the inception of MINURSO, and hailed his tireless commitment that was always focused on the constant im-

provement of military component’s operational capabilities, as well as the enforcement of strict adherence by the 

Military Observers to the principles and values of the United Nations.  

In his final speech, Maj. Gen. Zhao, the first Chinese officer ever appointed as military leader of a UN mission, 

thanked the Organization for the honor and the opportunity to lead MINURSO at a very challenging time. He ex-

pressed his personal and professional gratitude to the leadership of the Mission for the constant support received.  

Maj. Gen. Jingmin Zhao was appointed by the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon as Force Commander of MIN-

URSO on 28 August 2007 following a distinguished military career.  

 

Staff members are reminded not to be involved in any political activity that could reflect adversely on the United 

Nations or on your independence and impartiality. These activities may include rallies and demonstrations as well as 

other acts of public protest. Remember your loyalty as an international civil servant is to the objectives and pur-

poses of the United Nations. You should avoid any action and any kind of public pronouncement that may adversely 

reflect on the integrity, independence and impartiality that are required of us. A public pronouncement is not neces-

sarily only oral, but may be made through carrying placards or wearing articles of clothing that advocate a certain 

political point of view.   
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                                                                                                    MINURSO honors fallen UN colleaguesMINURSO honors fallen UN colleaguesMINURSO honors fallen UN colleaguesMINURSO honors fallen UN colleagues    
In light of the recent tragic events, all UN personnel (military, police, civilians, UNVs) present in Laayoune gathered on 

06 April 2011 in MINURSO HQ, for a wreath laying ceremony. The ceremony, chaired by the Special Representative of 

Secretary-General for Western Sahara and Head of MINURSO, Hany Abdel-Aziz, paid a tribute to the 43 colleagues 

who have perished in the service of peace during the past week in MINUSTAH (Haiti), UNOCI (Ivory Coast), UNAMA 

(Afghanistan), MONUSCO (Democratic Republic of Congo) and UNAMID (Darfur). MINURSO premises, as well as all the 

UN offices around the world, flew the Organization's blue flag at half-mast on Wednesday as a mark of respect to the 

UN staff who lost their lives in the service of peace. 

 

 

MINE ACTION set up as part of the Office of the SRSG in MINURSO has 

been able to support operations focused on the development of a more com-

prehensive picture of the mine and ERW problem and undertake priority risk 

reduction activities. The primary focus of the programme is to coordinate 

activities and increase efficiency of UN-supported partners, monitor and 

support the demining and EOD activities of the Royal Moroccan Army (RMA) 

as implementing partner, and collect mine and ERW related information with 

the help of its sub-contracted partners.  

West of the berm, the RMA has been  continuously working on removing 

mines and ERW and report all such activities to the MACC while the MACC includes these reports and achievements of the 

RMA through the global window of Mine Action. In relation to clearance activities conducted east of the berm, progress 

has been better than anticipated and all indications are that all known cluster munitions strike areas will be cleared and 

handed back to the communities as land safe for use during 2011.  

During 2011 MINURSO MACC plans to start with minefield clearance operations as well as launching Mine Risk Education 

programs both east and west of the berm. These projects with the support of the RMA and POLISARIO will beyond any 

doubt reduce the risk populations are exposed to by enhancing awareness towards the dangers of Mines and ERW. MIN-

URSO MACC also foresees to engage more frequently with the RMA on technical and administrative level that will allow 

better and more deliberate coordination of the Mine Action effort in Western Sahara. With continued support from mem-

ber-states and donors to the Voluntary trust fund, MINURSO is convinced that the threat of mines and ERW will be re-

duced significantly. 

MINURSO commemorates the International Day for Mine AwarenessMINURSO commemorates the International Day for Mine AwarenessMINURSO commemorates the International Day for Mine AwarenessMINURSO commemorates the International Day for Mine Awareness    
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On 7 April 2011, MINURSO celebrated the Interna-

tional Day of Mine Awareness and Assistance in 

Mine Action by organizing some activities. Marking 

the occasion, the Special Representative of the 

Secretary-General for Western Sahara and Head of 

MINURSO, Mr. Hany Abdel-Aziz, read out the mes-

sage of United Nations Secretary-General on the 

International Day for Mine Awareness and Support 

to Mine Action. The Senior Technical Adviser, Mine 

Action Coordination Center (MACC), Mr. Diek 

Engelbrecht also made a presentation on the mine 

action in Western Sahara for 2010/11 followed by the broadcast of 8 min. video of 

United Nations Mine Action Service. In closing remarks, SRSG Mr. Hany Abdel-Aziz 

hailed the work of the MACC as a cornerstone of the mission activities, thanking all 

personnel involved, civilian and military, including Mine Action implementing partners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINURSO Welfare community together with mission per-

sonnel celebrated this year’s Easter. Activities included 

painting of Easter egg and enjoying the moment together 

as a family. 

SRSG chairs activities of International Day of Mine Awareness and  

Assistance in Mine Action 
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