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CURRENT SITUATION 
During the last week, light to moderate rainfall has been recorded at different places of Sindh, whereas rainfall of 
light intensity is also reported from different districts in the Balochistan province. Overall, weather remained hot 
and dry in other parts of the two provinces. The rainfall received during the past two weeks, brought some relief to 
the population of drought affected districts of Sindh but it is not going to last long. 

DROUGHT OUTLOOK 
The current climatology and seasonal forecast suggests that drought conditions may exacerbate and affect the agri-
culture and live-stock in the vulnerable districts. Dry conditions will  also cause water stress in some irrigated areas 
due to reduced water availability for crops. 

PRECIPITATION 
As predicted by Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD), the country overall received below normal(-36.1%) 

rainfall during (Oct-20 to May-21). The main thrust was in Sindh (-64.5%) and Balochistan(-59.5%) and while it re-

mained above normal during November throughout the country. 

TEMPERATURE 
Gradual increase in temperature is expected in next two to three months which will negatively affect the agro-
climatic conditions in Balochistan and Sindh. 

AGRICULTURE 
Drought conditions may further affect the agriculture and live stocks in dought prone areas in Sindh and Balochi-
stan. So, It is advised to all stakeholders to take pre-emptive 
measures for these districts. 

MARKET SITUATION 
The market prices of essential food commodities generally re-
mained stable during the last three months (March – May 2021), 
except for wheat flour which had a significant price increase in May. 
Moreover, live chicken and eggs also had significant price volatility 
during this period, however, this is a usual phenomenon for poultry 
and products.   

INTEGRATED FOOD SECURITY PHASE CLASSIFICATION (IPC) 
Sindh and Balochistan are the two provinces in Pakistan with the 
high prevalence of food insecurity, malnutrition and pov- erty. In 
2020, the population faced additional, multiple shocks including 
high food prices, locust outbreak and heavy monsoon rains/
flooding, all exacerbated by the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

As per the findings of the IPC Acute Food Insecurity analysis, in total, around 3.82 million people (26% of the rural 
population analyzed in 19 districts in Sindh and Balochistan) are estimated to be in IPC Phase 3 (Crisis) and Phase 4 
(Emergency) in the current period (March-June)2021), which corresponds to the end of the lean season - beginning 
of the harvest season.  

 Special points of interest: 

• Drought conditions are exacerbating in 
Balochistan and Sindh 

• Country overall received below normal 
rainfall causes drought like conditions in 
Balochistan and Sindh 

• Gradual increase in temperature would 
also negatively impact the agro-climatic 
condition of most vulnerable areas 

• The market prices of essential food 
commodities generally remained stable 
except for Wheat flour 
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During the last week of June, light to moderate rain-
fall has been recorded in different places of Sindh, 
whereas rainfall of light intensity is also reported 
from different districts in the Balochistan province. 
Overall, weather remained hot and dry in other 
parts of the two provinces. Due to the rainfall re-
ceived during last week,  there has been some relief 
temporarily but its impact will not be long lasting.  

The meteorological conditions indicate that there 
will be light rains  at some isolated places in both 
Sindh and Balochistan provinces, which may provide 
some relief in the affected areas of Sindh. However 
drought like conditions would continue to prevail in 
the drought affected districts of Balochistan prov-
ince.  (Source:PMD) 

Drought outlook of Pakistan 

 
“Drought conditions are 

exacerbating in Balochi-

stan” 

Current Situation  

Due to deficient rainfall, moderate to severe 
drought like condition has emerged over most of 
the central and southern districts of Balochistan (Fig
-1). According to the climatological normal (1981-
2010), Sindh province remains dry during October 
to May, whereas, the rainy season prevails from 
June to September. The moderate to severe  
drought conditions are also prevailing in south east-
ern parts of Sindh (Fig-1). 

Keeping in view the climatology and current season-
al forecast, drought conditions may exacerbate and 
affect the agriculture and live-stock in the vulnera-
ble districts. Dry conditions are likely to cause water 
stress in the cultivated areas due to limited supply 

of irrigation water for crops. 

Fig-1: Source: PMD 
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Precipitation  

As predicted by Pakistan Meteorological Depart-
ment (PMD), the country overall received below 
normal (-36.1%) rainfall during (Oct-20 to May-21). 
The main thrust was in Sindh (-64.5%) and Balochi-
stan (-59.5%) and while it remained above normal 
during November throughout the country. 
The rainy season in west to south-west districts of 
Balochistan is over now and no significant rainfall is 
expected until November, 2021. Due to consistent 
deficiency of rainfall since October, 2020, the mod-
erate drought has been further intensified into se-

vere drought especially in the southwestern Balochi-
stan and southeastern Sindh. The drought affected 
districts are shown in Fig-1. 

Source: FEWSNET, USGS 

 
“Below normal rainfall 

causes drought like condi-

tions in Balochistan and 

Sindh” 
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IRI Multi-Model Probability Forecast for Precipitation and Temperature 

IRI probabilistic seasonal climate forecast product is 
based on a re-calibration of model output from the U.S. 
National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA)’s North American Multi-Model Ensemble 
Project (NMME). 
Precipitation forecasts Jul-Sep show enhanced proba-

bilities of below-normal precipitation except some 
parts of Punjab in Pakistan. 
In  Jul-Sep enhanced probabilities of above-normal 
temperatures are forecast for all the provinces of Paki-
stan. 

Balochistan - Seasonal Agro-Climate outlook (July - September 2021)  
North-Eastern Baluchistan   may receive 3-4 
light rainfalls along with a consistent drier condition 
during the specified period. At this time there is no 
prominent agricultural crops in most of the fields. 
However, orchids are there in vast areas and rice 
has been cultivated on a smaller scale which would 
be got benefited from the expected rain in mid-
July. The minimum temperature during the period 
is expected to be in the range of 9°C to 25°C 
throughout the period. The maximum temperature 
would remain within the range of 25°C to 40°C. 

Central Baluchistan would receive fewer rainfalls 
throughout the period. 
Here in this area, at pre-

sent there is no prominent agricultural crops in the 
fields. However, orchids are there on a smaller 
scale which would be affected from the expected 
dry period.  

Minimum temperature during the whole period 
would remain 13°C to 25°C as per seasonal pattern. 
Maximum temperature may remain within the 
range of 31°C to 41°C with changing season.  

 
“Light rainfall is  ex-

pected that is favora-

ble for standing crops 

” 
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Sindh - Seasonal Agro-Climate outlook (May - September 2021)  
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 Upper Sindh may receive a couple of light to mod-

erate rainfall spells mainly during the mid of July till 

start of August. Besides sugarcane, Rice is the ma-

jor crop in the area which is at initial stages and 

would be got benefited from the expected rains. 

The minimum temperature would be around 27°C 

at start, it may go on decreasing following the sea-

sonal pattern and approach 24°C by the end of Sep-

tember. The maximum temperature may remain 

within the range of 37°C to 46°C as per seasonal 

pattern. Consistent hot and dry conditions would 

increase the water requirement for the standing 

crops in the region.  

Lower Sindh may receive only a single considerable 

rainfall at the end of August besides minute rains in 

the rest of period. Kharif crops like Cotton, Sugar-

cane etc in this area are well ahead in comparison 

to the rest of the country. Therefore, due to the 

prolong dry conditions the standing crops would be 

got affected in the region.  

The minimum temperature would be around 27°C 

in the start, continue decreasing as per season and 

may reach 25°C finally. The maximum temperature 

may remain within the range of 29°C to 42°C fol-

lowing the seasonal pattern.  

Source: USGS/EROS/FEWSNET 

Normalized Difference Vegetation Index 
eMODIS 250m( NDVI, 11-20 June)  

Anomalies represent a subtraction of 
the median NDVI values (2003-2017) 
for a 10-day period from current-year 
values for the same period, rendering 
an image where negative values por-
tray less vigorous vegetation than aver-
age, and positive values represent are-
as that are more vigorous in the cur-
rent year. 
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The market prices of essential food commodities 
generally remained stable during the last three 
months (March – May 2021), except for wheat flour 
which had a significant price increase in May. More-
over, live chicken and eggs also had significant price 
volatility during this period, however, this is a usual 
phenomenon for poultry and products.  
During the last three months (March – May), the 
price of wheat flour started to rise from April as it 
increased by 3.9% compared to the previous month 
(March 2021).While in May 2021, on a month on 
month comparison basis, the average retail price of 
wheat flour jumped up by 11%.  
 

The average retail price of rice basmati registered a 
slight increase of 1.6% on a month on month basis 
in May 2021. Its price has remained stable during 
the last 3 months with only slight fluctuations.  
The market price of live chicken remained volatile 
during the last three months (March – May). This 

volatility in prices trend continued in May and on a 
month on month comparison the price of chicken 
registered a significant increase of 16.5% compared 
to the previous month.  

 
The prices of cooking oil and vegetable ghee regis-
tered an increase of 4.5% and 4%, respectively, in 

May 2021 
compared 
to their 
prices from 
three 
months 
ago. On a 
month on 
month ba-
sis, howev-

er, the prices registered only an increase of 0.2% 
and 0.4%, respectively, in May 2021.  

 
 
The price 
of lentil 
masoor 
remained 
stable dur-
ing the last 
three 
months 

(March – May). The average retail price of lentil 
masoor registered a slight decrease of 1.6% on a 
month on month basis in May 2021.  

The price 
of refined 
sugar in the 
last three 
months 
registered 
an increase 
of 5.6% in 
March 
2021 on a 

month on comparison, however, in April and May it 
has reduced slightly each month.  In April 2021 its 
price reduced by 1.1% from the previous month 
while in May it reduced by 0.3%.    
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Terms of Trade (ToT) 

The average Terms of Trade, which reflects the pur-
chasing capacity of poor households was recorded at 
15.88 kgs of wheat flour purchased with one day 
wage. The ToT decreased by 9.7% compared to the 
previous month. City-wise ToT are shown below.   

Integrated Food Security Phase 

Acute Food Insecurity Analysis for Sindh and Balochi-
stan 
Sindh and Balochistan are the two provinces in Paki-
stan with the high prevalence of food insecurity, 
malnutrition and poverty. In 2020, the population 
faced additional, multiple shocks  including high 
food prices, locust outbreak and heavy monsoon 
rains/flooding, all exacerbated by the impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. FAO in collaboration with WFP 
and other IPC partners, both  and non-government, 
at national and provincial levels conducted IPC 
acute food insecurity analysis for 19 districts of 
Sindh and Balochistan in March 2021.  
 
Findings of IPC Acute Food Insecurity Analysis for 
both Sindh and Balochistan districts: 

As per the findings of the analysis, in total, around 
3.82 million people (26% of the rural population an-
alyzed in 19 districts in Sindh and Balochistan) are 
estimated to be in IPC Phase 3 (Crisis) and Phase 4 
(Emergency) in the current period (March-June 
2021), which corresponds to the end of the lean 
season - beginning of the harvest season. These in-
clude around 2.83 million people (19% of the rural 
population) in IPC Phase 3 (Crisis) and 0.99 million 
people (7% of the rural population) in IPC Phase 4 
(Emergency) across the 19 districts analyzed.  IPC 
analysis indicates a need for immediate emergency 
response actions to protect livelihoods and reduce 
food consumption gaps of people in crisis and save 
lives and livelihoods of people in emergency.   

3.82 million people  

 “IPC analysis indicates a need for immediate emer-

gency response actions to protect livelihoods and 

reduce food consumption gaps of people in crisis 

and save lives and livelihoods of people in emergen-

cy.  ” 
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Out of 19 districts analysed, one district (Sukkur) is 
classified in IPC Phase 2 (Stressed), whereas remain-
ing 18 districts (Badin, Ghotki, Khairpur, Mirpur 
Khas, Sanghar, Shaheed Benazirabad, Tharparkar, 
Umerkot in Sindh province), and (Chagai, Gwadar, 
Dera Bugti, Kech, Kharan, Lasbela, Nushki, Panjgur 
and Washuk in Balochistan province) are classified 
in IPC Phase 3 (Crisis) during the current period.  
The analysis of the projection period (July-
September 2021), which corresponds to the post-
harvest season, indicates the number of people in 
Crisis and Emergency phases is expected to reduce 
to 3.28 million (22% of the rural population in the 19 
analysed districts). Out of 19 districts, 2 districts 
(Sanghar and Sukkur) are classified in IPC Phase 2 
(Stressed), whereas remaining 17 districts will re-
main in phase 3 (Crisis). 
Key Drivers of Acute Food Security Situation 
The key drivers of the acute food insecurity are: 
high food prices, reduced income due to covid-19 
pandemic, rains/flooding locust infestation and 
drought. The analysed districts experienced multiple 
shocks that include heavy rainfall/floods, locust in-
festation, increased food prices in link with the 
COVID-19 impacts and drought conditions (in some 
areas), which resulted in poor food security out-
comes for the current period. A slight improvement 
is anticipated in projection period, mainly in Sindh 

province, due to the Rabi season harvest and plan-
tation/harvest of Kharif season crops which will in-
crease food stocks, agriculture and livelihood oppor-
tunities.  
Findings of IPC Acute Food Insecurity Analysis for 
2021 Drought Prevailing Districts 
• Out of 26 districts currently under drought con-

ditions (moderate and severe) as per latest 

drought alert issued by Pakistan Meteorological 

Department in June, 2021, the most recent IPC 

analysis covers 15 districts (8 out of 15 in Sindh 

and 7 out of 12 in Balochistan).  

• Around 3.16 million people (26% of the rural 

population) are estimated to be in IPC Phase 3 

and Phase 4 (Emergency) in 15 drought prevail-

ing districts for which IPC analysis results are 

available, of which 2.38 million people are in IPC 

Phase 3 (Crisis) and 0.78 million people are in IPC 

Phase 4 (Emergency), in the current period 

(March-June 2021). 

• 2.66 million people in 8 drought prevailing dis-

tricts in Sindh and 0.5 million people in 7 

drought prevailing districts in Balochistan are in 

IPC Phase 3 and Phase 4, whereas except Suk-

kur, all 15 districts are classified in IPC Phase 3 

(Crisis). 
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