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This report is produced by OCHA Somalia in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It provides information on the 
worsening drought situation in Somalia for the period 20 February to 20 March 2022. The next report will be issued on 20 
April 2022 or earlier. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• The drought emergency in Somalia has deteriorated to a 
point where the country is facing the risk of famine. About 
4.5 million people are affected, of whom nearly 700,000 
people have been displaced from their homes in search of 
water, food, pasture and livelihoods. 
 

• The WASH Cluster reports that about 3.5 million people are 
in acute need of water assistance, including 1.4 million 
internally displaced people. Water trucking activities are 
ongoing but are insufficient to meet increasing needs. 
 

• Schools are closing as children are displaced with their 
families. At least 420,000 (45 per cent girls) out of 1.4 
million children whose education has been disrupted are at 
risk of dropping out of school because of the drought. 
 

• At least 1.8 million people were reached with various forms 
of assistance in February, but the escalating emergency 
calls for sustained scaling up of response and flexibility in 
reprogramming. 
 

• Health partners are implementing measles vaccination 
campaigns targeting at least 38,300 children under age 5 in 
24 drought-affected districts.  

 
SITUATION OVERVIEW 
The drought emergency in Somalia has deteriorated to a point where the country is facing the risk of famine. Humanitarian 
agencies, authorities and local communities are ramping up responses and reprogramming activities to address the impact 
of the drought, but the levels of need are rapidly rising, surpassing available capacities and resources. At least 1.8 million 
people were reached with humanitarian assistance in February. The escalating emergency calls for sustained scaling up of 
response and flexibility in reprogramming, especially given that weather forecasts are predicting an average to below-
average rainy season starting in April. More than 90 per cent of the country has remained generally dry. In February, water 
and staple food prices rose by 140-160 per cent above the five-year average in some locations, rivaling the prices 
recorded during the 2010/2011 and 2016/2017 droughts. Current levels of food and water assistance are quickly being 
outpaced by the rapid increase in the size of the food insecure population, widening of household food consumption 
gaps, loss of livelihood assets, and worsening acute malnutrition levels, according to the Famine Early Warning Systems 
Network (FEWSNET) and the Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU).1  

An estimated 4.5 million people have been affected by the drought emergency. Those displaced from their homes in search 
of food, water, pasture, livelihoods and shelter have nearly tripled from 245,000 people in December 2021, to 697,000 
people as of 20 March. The Water Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) Cluster reports that about 3.5 million people are in acute 
need of water assistance, including 1.4 million internally displaced persons (IDPs). Water trucking activities are ongoing but 
are insufficient to meet increasing needs amidst dried up rivers and rising prices of commercially supplied water to levels 

 

 

1 FEWSNET/FSNAU. SOMALIA Food Security Outlook February to September 2022. 
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https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/water_price_monitoring_update_february_2022.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/water_price_monitoring_update_february_2022.pdf
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that are unaffordable to most drought-affected people. The lack of access to water for animals and people is a major driver 
of displacement, and use of unclean and unsafe water is causing increased disease outbreaks, especially acute watery 
diarrhoea (AWD). Further, Health Cluster partners have reported increased numbers of suspected cases of measles, the 
majority being people arriving to displacement sites from hard-to-reach areas. Over 2,100 AWD/cholera and 1,400 measles 
cases have been confirmed since January. Health and Nutrition Cluster partners report increased admissions for severe 
malnutrition treatment at stabilization centres. Local partners reported two deaths due to drought-related causes in Amana 
IDP site, Dhuusamarreeb district, between 22 February and 5 March. In Jubaland, local authorities and partners have 
reported several deaths mostly of children, due to drought-related complications such as measles and AWD.  

Urgent treatment and nutrition support is required for approximately 1.4 million children under age 5 who will likely face 
acute malnutrition between January and December 2022, including 329,500 who are likely to be severely malnourished. 
Education and Protection Cluster partners are concerned that numerous schools have closed, as children are displaced 
with their families by the drought and cannot access school meals. At least 420,000 (45 per cent girls) out of 1.4 million 
children whose education has been disrupted are at risk of dropping out of school, according to partners. The livestock 
sector, which is central to the economic and cultural life of the Somali people and provides food and income to over 60 per 
cent of the population, has taken devastating a hit. Local authorities in Bakool region have reported the deaths of about 
10,000 livestock.  

 

UPDATE BY AREA 
 
BANADIR REGION 
 
Banadir has received a large number of people who have been displaced by drought from other regions, mainly from Lower 
Shabelle, Middle Shabelle, Bay and Bay regions, resulting in overcrowding and increased demands on the limited services 
in the existing IDP sites and establishment of new sites, raising eviction concerns. According to the UNHCR population 
dashboard and the Protection Return Monitoring Network (PRMN), more than 115,000 people have been displaced to 
Mogadishu since October due to conflict and drought. Critical needs among the new arrivals include food, water, shelter 
and sanitation services; many of the IDPs have minimal or no access to livelihood opportunities and protection increasing 
their vulnerability.  
 
Disease outbreaks are reported as people lack access 
to clean water and sanitation, food and adequate 
health services, especially immunization. At least 26 
cases of measles were admitted in Banadir referral 
hospital in February, 11 of which were children under 
age 5, with one death. The numbers are expected to 
increase as drought conditions worsen. More than 
42,000 IDPs are facing water shortages in the region, 
according to the WASH Cluster. In addition, the IDPs 
in Banadir face a double jeopardy due to increased 
evictions by private landowners. According to the 
Housing Land and Property (HLP) AoR, nearly 67,000 
people were evicted in January and February. 
Partners have recommended high level advocacy to 
suspend IDPs evictions during the drought, as 
discussions continue for durable solutions.  
 
GALMUDUG STATE 

Drought-related complications including critical levels of acute malnutrition2, measles, and diarrhoea are reported in 
Galmudug. In addition, livelihoods in several villages in South Hobyo have reportedly been affected by a decline in fishing 
activities. The Education Cluster reports that 50 schools have closed and over 5,300 children are out of school due to 
drought. Severe water shortages are reported following the breakdown of strategic boreholes, affecting about 90,000 people 
in Cabudwaaq and Cadaado districts. The nearest functional boreholes are 80 km and 50 km, respectively. Water prices 

 

 

2 Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rates in Hawd pastoral area (Cabudwaaq, parts of Dhuusamarreeb and Cadaado district) have deteriorated to critical 
levels at 19.7 and high morbidity of 22.9, according to the FSNAU 2021 post-Deyr assessment.   

Partners have scaled up water trucking to meet needs. Photo: OCHA 

https://unhcr.github.io/dataviz-somalia-prmn/index.html
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have risen, with a 200-litre drum costing US$14, up from $8 in south Jariban. Water from nearby boreholes is unfit for 
human consumption.  

 
HIRSHABELLE STATE  
 
Commodity prices in Belet Weyne have increased, particularly for imported and staple foods and fuel. The price of 3 litres 
of cooking oil has risen from $4.5 to $8 since January (the highest price ever recorded), while wheat flour and maize prices 
have increased by 17 per cent for a 50 kg sack of wheat and doubled from $13 to $26 per 50 kg of maize. This is attributed 
to the increased demands for maize as an alternative livestock feed following absence of pasture. Fuel prices have also 
risen, with 10 litres trading at $13 from $8 over the past three weeks. At the same time, livestock prices have declined 
drastically with a goat that used to sell for $40 to $80, down to half that price (depending on the body condition). Food 
Security Cluster partners have reported increased livestock deaths in Hiraan and Middle Shabelle regions in the past two 
months due to diseases and lack of pasture. An estimated 63,200 people affected by drought have arrived in Jowhar and 
Cadale towns (51,000) in Middle Shabelle; and, to Belet Weyne (11,000) and Jalalaqsi (1,200), since January, according 
to partners.  
 
JUBALAND STATE 
 
Prices of basic food commodities are high, straining 
the resilience of vulnerable families and IDPs. In 
Kismayo, the price of a 50 kg bag of beans has 
risen from $2.2 to $3.7 and maize from $16.6 to 
$37, while in Gaarbahareey district, 500 ml of milk 
is $3 from $0.7. Close to 30,000 people have been 
displaced in Kismayo and 15 new IDP sites were 
established in the past four months, according to 
the Camp Coordination and Camp Management 
(CCCM) Cluster. At least 57,000 people are living 
in deplorable conditions in Baardheere town, 
including 9,000 people displaced by drought and 
armed activity in Diinsoor district since October 
2021. In Luuq, a site verification exercise by CCCM 
partners and local authorities identified an 
additional 21 IDP sites hosting 29,700 people. 
Local authorities and partners have scaled-up 
responses, but due to new arrivals and limited 
services, critical needs remain in food security, 
health, nutrition, shelter/NFIs, and WASH services. The Jubaland Commission for Refugees and IDPs has called for support 
for the new arrivals in Kismayo and has secured a piece of land for their relocation as their current location is not suitable.  
 
PUNTLAND 
 
The government-led drought state taskforce was reactivated in February. In Jariiban district, authorities have raised 
concerns over alleged neglect of about 12 pastoral and rural settlements along the border between Puntland and Galmudug 
States. In addition, a local partner has reported that an estimated 70,000 people living in 16 villages lack access to health 
and nutrition services, following the phasing out of a response project. On 28 February, authorities reported the death of a 
child in Nugaal region, allegedly due to drought-related complications. During the reporting period, Nutrition Cluster partners 
reported that 8,911 children under age 5 were screened for acute malnutrition at health facilities in Sanaag and Bossaso 
town; 259 children (2.9 per cent) and 1,140 (12.7 per cent) were found to suffer from severe acute and moderate acute 
malnutrition, respectively. Since January, more than 100 health facilities are non-functional as the project that supported 
the facilities ended in 2021.  
 
SOMALILAND 
 
Authorities in Sool region have appealed for urgent assistance for about 12,000 people living in 28 villages and pastoral 
settlements in Taleex and Xudun districts. Most of these people are women and children left behind with small livestock 
ruminants as most men have migrated with the camels to nearby Nugaal and Sanaag regions in search of water and 
pasture. Humanitarian partner presence is limited in the region, with only one NGO providing drought responses to a few 
settlements in Laas Caanood district. According to the FSNAU, the number of people in crisis and emergency (IPC 3 and 

Severe water shortages have spread across Somalia. Photo: OCHA 
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4) in Somaliland has reached 190,000 and will likely increase to 348,990 through March. In addition, drought-induced 
displacement is on the rise. Over 27,450 people (4,575 households) were displaced from 15 January to 27 February in 
Burco and Owdweyne districts, Togdheer region. At least 11,400 displaced people in Sool region have joined over 20 
existing settlements in Laas Caanood, Xudun and Taleex districts, according to the PRMN. Some 31 non-functional 
boreholes require urgent rehabilitation to mitigate the ongoing water scarcity and several areas have not been reached. 
 
SOUTH WEST STATE  
 
Approximately 80 per cent of the IDPs in Baidoa lack proper shelter, according to the Shelter Cluster. Congestion, lack of 
privacy and adverse climatic conditions are among the key challenges in IDP sites. At least 80 per cent of shallow wells, 
water reservoirs and the Shabelle river are drying up, causing increased WASH needs in Lower Shabelle region. Eight 
boreholes in Baidoa are non-functional due to mechanical problems related to overwork. The PRMN has reported increased 
numbers of new displacements from Bakool region, with over 3,500 people displaced to Baidoa town, mostly children, 
elderly people, and pregnant and lactating mothers. The new IDPs have set up makeshift shelters, increasing the number 
of sites in Baidoa from 572 to 576. Most of the IDPs are agro-pastoralists who have already been severely affected by years 
of protracted crises. According to the Shelter Cluster, about 1,350 households in Baidoa, Berdale, Diinsoor and Xudur are 
receiving assistance and there are no more available stocks. In Baidoa, 212 IDP sites have limited access to safe water 
and proper hygiene, despite scale-up from partners since December.  

 
HUMANITARIAN PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE  
Despite access and funding constraints, humanitarian partners are providing urgent life-saving water, distributing food as 
well as cash and voucher assistance, nutrition and health services, among other forms of assistance. The response is 
guided by the six-month Drought Response Plan prepared by humanitarian partners and the authorities in December 2021. 
Analysis by FEWSNET and FSNAU shows that sustained humanitarian assistance and improved access to conflict-affected 
areas is vital to prevent the loss of lives and livelihoods, and to avert the risk of famine. 
 

 Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 
Needs 

• CCCM Cluster is working with partners and camp leaders to improve living conditions in IDP sites. Camp conditions 
are deplorable due to overcrowding in already congested settlements. The cluster has rolled out a new arrival tracking 
tool to complement PRMN and DTM tracking for new sites.  

• Cluster partners report that at least 13,000 people (2,163 households), mainly from Diinsoor, Baidoa and Belet Xaawo, 
who arrived in Banadir region urgently need shelter, food and NFIs assistance. 

• About 745 IDP sites in Banadir require cash-for-work, site improvement and site-level coordination, having registered 
acute humanitarian needs. In Galmudug, 55 IDP sites require CCCM responses.  
 

Response 

• CCCM partners have expanded coverage to support 35 additional IDP sites that are receiving large numbers of new 
arrivals in Luuq, Baardheere and Baidoa.   

• Cluster partners carried out three site verification assessments in Doolow, Garowe and Jalalaqsi, verifying 33 IDP sites 
and 24,646 families.  

• The partners trained 370 IDP community leaders, partner staff and local authorities on housing, land and property 
issues, among other issues. 
 

Gaps and Constraints 

• Only 28 per cent of all IDP sites in Somalia are supported by a CCCM partner, limiting site-level protection and 
assistance, and generating an information gap regarding new arrivals and responses. In Banadir, which has the largest 
IDP population, only 8 per cent of Daynille and Kahda IDP sites are managed by CCCM partners. 

• Rapid service delivery continues to be a challenge in most districts, particularly in Baidoa, Gaalkacyo and Mogadishu 
with most new arrivals not receiving emergency services. 
 

  Food Security 
Needs 

• There is urgent need for emergency food assistance, and water for livestock and household use for about 200,000 
people (33,300 households) in Afgooye, Lower Shabelle region, and for new IDPs in Bossaso, Garowe and Qardho 
districts, Banadir, Puntland and in in Somaliland. 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Somalia%20-%202022%20Drought%20Response%20Plan%20%28Draft%20as%20of%2017%20December%202021%29.pdf
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• In February, the average humanitarian food assistance response gaps in drought affected districts is 45 per cent 
compared to the targets. For emergency livelihood drought support, only 1,026 people were reached.  

• Widespread livestock deaths have been reported in Nugaal region, calling for feeds, treatment and water.  
 

Response 

• The Cluster reached more than 1.8 million people in February across the country 

• Partners have provided cash assistance and vouchers to nearly 162,000 people (nearly 27,000 households) across 
Somalia. The amounts ranged $55 to $180 per month.  

• Assorted food commodities have been delivered to 60,000 people (10,000 households) in Sanaag, Sool and Togdheer 
regions, and emergency food assistance to 13,800 people (2,300 households). 

• At least 22,500 people (3,750 households) have received assorted agricultural inputs across the country. In 
Gaarbahareey district, Gedo region, one partner, with funding from the SHF, provided 21,500 people (3,500 
households) with agricultural inputs.  
 

Gaps and constraints 

• The low Cluster response level is attributed to reduced funding during the first quarter of the year. The cluster was only 
3 per cent funded as of 10 March. Most partners utilized carryover funding from 2021 to bridge the gap. 
 

  Education 
Needs 

• More schools have been closed as children move with their parents in search of assistance and protection. Drop-out 
rates have increased, exacerbating protection risks for children, especially in IDP sites. About 74 per cent of IDP 
households cite costs as the main barrier to attending school.  

• Partners report a high demand for school feeding, WASH in schools and teacher incentives, to ensure continuous 
functioning of schools in areas affected by drought. Teaching and learning materials are in short supply, due to limited 
financial means of households.  

• Access to education services in IDP sites was already limited prior to the drought and the increase in displacement is 
stretching the limited resources of both partners and host communities to accommodate displaced children in existing 
alternative basic education facilities. 

• According to the CCCM assessment, only 33 per cent of the sites monitored have access to at least one primary school; 
only six per cent have a presence of accelerated basic education services.  
 

Response 

• Cluster partners have reached about 76,000 children, including 37,000 children through school feeding programmes 
and 54,000 with water assistance in February. 

• A partner is constructing three classrooms in Calanley IDP site in Galmudug; another is providing meals in 27 schools 
with an enrolment of 8,097 children in the area.  

• In Puntland, a partner provided monthly scholarships for 1,350 girls and children with disability as well as monthly 
incentives for 80 primary school teachers in 40 schools across eight districts. 
 

Gaps and Constraints 

• Due to limited capacity and funding, cluster partners only reached 76,000 out of 510,000 targeted children (15 per cent).  

• Lack of funding limits the capacity of partners to provide timely, integrated responses to ensure continuous access to 
safe and protected education services. Education partners have not prepositioned supplies for emergency response. 
 

Health 
Needs 

• Over 2,100 AWD/cholera and 1,400 measles cases have been confirmed since January. Continued spread of measles 
among unvaccinated people arriving from areas with no high access constraints and AWD significantly contributes to 
the high levels of acute malnutrition among children, pregnant and lactating women. 

• There is a need to scale up surveillance and rapid response to disease outbreaks in drought-affected areas, including 
for livestock. More than 10,000 livestock have reportedly died in Mudug region, according to the authorities.  

 
Response 

• In 24 districts, cluster partners are implementing measles vaccination and routine immunization, targeting 38,300 
children under age 5. In Baidoa, about 82,379 children from a target of 91,363 under age 5 were reached during the 
measles campaign in February, representing 90 per cent coverage. 
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• At least 1,833 community health workers in 71 districts have received essential training for response. 

• More than 80 rapid response teams have been deployed and 30 measles sample collection kits distributed to states, 
sufficient to collect 2,880 measles samples.  

• Two mobile teams vaccinated 512 children in IDPs camps and treated 63 with fever and rashes in Puntland.  

• Twenty-two mobilizers have been deployed to mobilize people for measles vaccination in Puntland; 2,706 people have 
been informed about treatment at health facilities.  

 
Gaps and Constraints 

• Security and access challenges are a major hindrance to humanitarian service delivery in South West State. Limited 
partner presence and funding shortfalls remain a major concern in Diinsoor district. 

 

 Logistics  
Needs 

• The cluster is facilitating transport requests for passenger and cargo to various locations on behalf of humanitarian 
partners. Most requests for airlift are for southern regions, especially for Diinsoor, Wajid, and Xudur, and Belet Weyne. 

• The cost of transportation by air is high as access by other means to other locations remains limited. 
 
Response 

• The cluster has supported six organizations transporting 213 MT of cargo (nutrition, WASH, health, education, shelter, 
NFIs and food) to 12 locations; 152 tons of cargo moved through air whereas 60 tons through the sea. 

 
Gaps and Constraints 

• Access remains a concern due to insecurity, especially in areas under the control of non-state armed actors, creating 
high dependency on airlifts and increased cost of transportation. 

 

 Nutrition  
Needs 

• A high caseload of children are admitted with severe acute malnutrition in the country, with a notable increase in the 
drought-affected regions of Banadir, Bay, Gedo, Galgadud, Mudug and Nugaal. 

• About 27,000 children with severe acute malnutrition are admitted in 822 in health facilities across the country. 

• Lack of treatment of moderate acute malnutrition due to inadequate supplies across the country, contributing to the 
persistent high caseload of severe acute malnutrition among children. 

• About 50 per cent of children under age 5, pregnant and lactating women with moderate acute malnutrition, do not have 
access to treatment services.  

• Lack/shortage of blanket supplementary feeding programme, to prevent acute malnutrition among children, pregnant 
and lactating women resulting in increased cases of acute malnutrition relapsing.  

 
Response 

• Cluster partners reached 27,000 children with severe acute malnutrition, admitted in 822 facilities across the country, 
51,000 children with moderate acute malnutrition and 14,000 pregnant and lactating women with acute malnutrition.  

• Partners are supporting Banadir Stabilization Centre to increase capacity and to the Ministry of Health in Somaliland to 
conduct nutrition and health outreach to 278 sites with increased cases of acute malnutrition and suspected measles. 

• Cluster partners have secured funds for the drought response in Gaalkacyo district and Lower Juba region. 
 

Gaps and Constraints 

• Poor coverage of nutrition services in Ceel Waaq district and surrounding areas and lack of nutrition partners in 
Toghdeer region to treat severe acute malnutrition cases. 

 

  Protection 
Needs 

• Protection Cluster partners are reaching affected people through protection and return monitoring, child protection 
awareness-raising, community based mental health and psychosocial support services, gender-based violence support 
for women and girl survivors, and outreach activities.  
 

Response 
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• In February, Cluster partners and AoRs reached over 236,200 people with protection activities and interventions. At 
least 53 per cent of the reached affected people were children, and 4 per cent were elderly persons. 
 

Gaps and Constraints 

• Access challenges due to insecurity, especially in areas controlled by non-state armed actors, remains a concern.  

• Protection Cluster and AoRs (responses) are underfunded; of $127.7 million required in 2022, just 0.6 per cent is funded 
currently. This gap has led to significant gaps in protection service provision.  

 

 Gender-based Violence (GBV-AoR) 
Needs  

• Domestic violence and physical assault cases have reportedly increased due to the lack of livelihood support for IDP 
families in north Gaalkacyo.  

• In Belet Weyne, more than 200 families need protection services, including temporary shelters for women and girls. 
Most are nomadic pastoralists and need reduced exposure to GBV.  

• Mental health services for severely traumatized women and girls are limited.  
 

Response 

• In north Gaalkacyo, partners have distributed 27 dignity kits and 716 solar lanterns in six IDP settlements.  

• Partners conducted capacity building on FGM, domestic violence and GBV in four IDP camps, reaching 300 people. 
 

 Child Protection AoR 
Needs 

• More than 1,000 displaced children and women from Bakool and Bay regions that arrived in Daynille and Kadha districts 
in Banadir, require family tracing services for unaccompanied and separated children, including alternative care. 

• About 8,000 IDPs in Lower Shabelle region need protection services.  
 
Response 

• Food aid given to 300 caregivers each receiving 25kg sugar, 20kg rice, 10kg flour and 6 litres of oil. 

• Provision of food vouchers worth $35 to 1,859 caregivers in Afgooye and 1,545 caregivers in Wanla Weyn, Lower 
Shabelle, mainly children and women. 
 

Gaps and Constraints 

• There is need to strengthen field-level referral mechanism to ensure timely service provision. 

 

 Housing Land and Property (HLP) AoR 
 Needs 

• At least 777 evicted households need cash assistance. Over 8,400 people (1,209 households) are at risk of forced 
evictions in drought-affected locations of Somalia. 

• About 100 HLP disputes were reported by drought-affected people in Bossaso and Garowe, Puntland, and Mogadishu.  

• High level advocacy is needed to extend the evictions moratorium to cover the drought emergency. 
 

Response 

• About 2,600 IDPs (432 households) were prevented from forced evictions in Mogadishu in first two weeks of March.  

• About 94 female individuals were provided with legal assistance and specialized counselling services. Of these, 74 (57 
females and 17 male) were newly displaced to Bossaso and Garowe, and to Mogadishu.  

• IDP camps receiving drought-displaced people have been targeted for HLP and community dispute resolution trainings. 
In Garowe. 50 people (22 male and 28 female) attended one of each training. 

• Eight HLP information sessions held for 389 drought-displaced people (109 male, 280 female) in IDP sites in Bossaso, 
Burco, Garowe and north Gaalkacyo. 

• One HLP AoR partner has reprogrammed regular funding to respond to forced evictions. About $100,000 has been 
allocated from ongoing HLP projects to respond to immediate needs identified in Bossaso and Mogadishu. 
 

Gaps and Constraints 

• Limited funding for post eviction assistance to drought affected populations.  
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 Shelter 
Needs 

• About 60 per cent of drought displaced households need shelter and NFI support. 

• Shelter needs are higher in locations receiving new IDPs while attention is given to locations where drought is severe. 
 

Response 

• Separated and unaccompanied children have received medical assistance, psychosocial support, and counselling as 
well as safe spaces to protect them against forced child recruitment. 

• Families at risk of eviction from their homes due to loss of income are receiving legal assistance.  

• The Cluster has prepositioned 6,000 NFIs and 12,000 Shelter kits, primarily plastic sheeting, about 500 NFI kits and 
600 NFI kits are in the pipeline. 

• The Cluster is providing cash assistance to 10,800 families in Galmudug and 300 families in South West State. Nearly 
800 are receiving NFIs including IDPs and 80 transitional shelter items. 
 

Gaps and Constraints 

• A low level of stocks prepositioned for emergency shelter and NFI response. 

• The high influx of IDPs has overwhelmed the capacity of partners to respond.  

• Funding constraints limits the capacity of the partners to respond. 
 

  Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
Needs 

• At least 3.5 million people are in acute need of water across Somalia, including 1.4 million IDPs.  

• The average water price is high in many areas. Hobyo reported the highest ever recorded water prices in February.  
 

Response 

• The Cluster reached more than 173,400 people in February. 

• Authorities and business partners have provided nearly 6,200 truckloads of water in several areas. The private business 
partners include Dahabshil, Sahamiye Foundation and Pharo Foundation.  

• At least 26 latrines are being constructed in Gaalkacyo and Luuq. At least 65 water wells are being chlorinated in 
Baidoa. Chlorine has also been provided for water wells in Bay and Lower Shabelle. 

• At least 13,500 hygiene kits were distributed in various regions of the country. In Jubaland, partners in Gedo region 
have distributed 2,100 emergency hygiene and dignity kits in IDP sites.  

• Partners are providing water vouchers to 8,700 people in 10 locations in Luuq district for two months.  

• Four boreholes are being rehabilitated in Gaalkacyo district. 
 

Gaps and Constraints  

• Some new IDPs have settled on private land with no land tenure, and this delays WASH infrastructure construction 
(water points and sanitation) due to eviction risks. 

• The WASH Cluster requested $114.9 million to reach 3.2 million people in 2022, but as of February, only 11 per cent 
of the requested funds have been received. 
 
 

FUNDING UPDATE 
Resources are urgently required to save lives and livelihoods. This includes substantive and early funding for the 2022 
Somalia Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP), which seeks about US$1.5 billion to assist 5.5 million of the most vulnerable 
Somalis, as well as replenishing the Somalia Humanitarian Fund, which is the most important source of funding for national 
NGO partners. As of 20 March, the HRP has received $54.8 million (3.8 per cent of the required funding).  

For further information, please contact:   
Ogoso, Erich Opolot | Head of Communications | ogoso@un.org |Tel. +254 720 766 587   
Anjichi-Kodumbe, Truphosa | Humanitarian Reporting Officer | anjichi@un.org I Tel: +254 722 839 182  
 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/somalia | www.reliefweb.int   
Background  
Somalia has four distinct weather seasons: the jilaal (dry season) from December to mid-March; gu’ (main rainy season) starting in mid-March to 
June; hagga (cloudy season) starting in July until mid-September and the deyr (the secondary rain season) from mid-September to November. 
However, due to climate change this cycle has been significantly disrupted, resulting in consecutive poor rain performance. The dry seasons have 
decimated crops and pasture, and caused rainfed earth dams, shallow wells and boreholes, which are the main sources of water for domestic use 
and for livestock, to dry up.  

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2022_Somalia_HRP.pdf
https://www.unocha.org/somalia/shf

