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EWPC(Eearly Warning Phase Classification  Normal  Alert  Alarm  Emergency 

 

DROUGHT BULLETIN ABIM FEBRUARY 2013 
 

AGRO-PASTORAL 

 
 

District status:     Normal 
Trend:  Stable 

 
SECTORS 

LIVESTOCK Alert 

CROPS Normal 

WATER Normal 

LIVELIHOODS Normal 

 

SITUATIONAL OVERVIEW 
The district status is still Normal since all sectors such as crop, water and livelihood revealed normal condition except livestock sector which is predominantly affected by disease 
prevalence especially Tick born across the district. It is also important to note that sorghum prices have remained in Alarm even though livelihood sector revealed normal condition. 
Specifically under Crop sector a lot of activities are on-going ranging from vegetables growing around water points, dry sawing and land opening across the district though still minimal. 
The drought risk is low as the seasonal weather focus from March-May 2013 revealed that, the region has been experiencing occasional light showers and thunderstorms since January. 
The onset of steady rains is expected early April and relaxation is expected towards end of May. Overall, near normal to above normal rainfall (more rain than usual) is expected in this 
region. 
                                                                                                                                                                         Recommendations 
 

                                                                                                                                   
Livestock sector 

 Farmers should continuously be sensitized on regular control 
and treatment of animal diseases. 

 Farmers should closely monitor their animals and report any 
emerging diseases to their nearby veterinary service 
providers like community Animal Health workers 

 Kraal leaders should put in place by-laws that govern proper 
communal kraal management on animal disease control. 

 Government is also urged to come in and support farmers in 
disease control. For example the case of Alerek sub-county 
that has taken quit sometime without proper improvement. 

 

Crop sector 
 Farmers/communities should have early 

preparation of land for early plantation in 
order to realize good yields. 

 The district and development partners are 
advised to promote commercial farming within 
the district so that this can help to minimize the 
sales of food stock at early time. 

 The district, Development partners, community 
leaders are urged to sensitize farmers on the 
weather focus/climate information in order to 
guide them for timely cultivation. 

          

Water sector 
 The water user committee should be reshuffled 

and trained for better management of water pints. 
 The committee should always make minor repairs 

of boreholes and the major repairs by the district. 
Livelihood sector 

 The district security committees are still advised 
strongly to encourage co-existence among the 
communities and inter-district security meetings 
with the involvement of key elders and 
stakeholders to address the prominent land 
conflict. 

 

 The Drought Bulletin is the representative of Abim, Lotuke, Alerek, Morulem and Nyakwae sub-counties in Abim District. 
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ANALYSIS OF SECTORS PER LIVELIHOOD ZONE 
 AGRO-PASTORAL COMMENTS / RECOMMENDATIONS 

LIVESTOCK 

           
Alert 

Livestock sector remained in Alert due to Tick born diseases common among the livestock. However, other disease load 
has remained low though the general sector needs to be monitored closely. 
Recommendation: 

 Farmers should continuously be sensitized on regular control and treatment of animal diseases. 
 Farmers should closely monitor their animals and report any emerging diseases to their nearby veterinary 

service providers like community Animal Health workers. 
 Kraal leaders should put in place By-laws that govern communal kraal management on animal disease control. 
 Government is also urged to come in timely and support farmers in disease control.  

Body condition Normal 
Livestock Migration Normal 
Disease prevalence Alert 
Access to pasture Normal 

CROPS 

           
Normal 

Crop sector is still Normal since food stocks are still available though it has started depleting so early this season as 
compared to last season at the same time of the year. There is Vegetables growing such as cow Pease, and skumawiki 
around the water points in Town council. Dry sawing and land opening is on-going across the district though still 
minimal. Some development partners like Uganda Red cross, GOAL and World Vision among others have procured 
seeds waiting for distribution to farmers. 
Recommendations: 

 Farmers/communities should have early preparation of land for early plantation in order to realize good yields. 
 The district and development partners are advised to promote commercial farming within the district so that 

this can help to minimize the sales of food stock at early time. 
 The district, Development partners, community leaders are urged to sensitize farmers on the weather 

focus/climate information in order to guide them for timely cultivation. 

Sorghum planted N/A 
Germination N/A, 
 Plant Color Normal,  
Pests and diseases Normal,  
Millet planted N/A,  
Sorghum Yield N/A 

WATER 

          
Normal 

Water sector has remained Normal because major indicators assessed revealed normal situation. However, there has 
been a drop in water table and above all 1/3 of the boreholes across the district were broken-down yet it is major 
source of safe water in the district. Some water user committee across the district was noted to be inactive, though the 
district re-structured and trained 70 members in Alerek sub-county. It was also noted that the community in the 
parishes of Koya, Kuluodwong and Kotidany in Alerek sub-county resettlement areas are still mainly using Dam water 
for drinking and other domestic purposes which is risky for their life. 
Recommendations:  

 The district is advised to continue reshuffled and trained water user committee for better management of 
water pints since some of them are inactive. 

 The committee should always make minor repairs of boreholes and the major repairs by the district.  
 The district/ development partners are urged to drill more boreholes in Alerek sub-county more especially in 

the re-settlement areas. 

Daily amount fetched Normal 
Borehole usage Normal 
Time to fetch Normal 
Rainfall Normal 

LIVELIHOOD 

         
Normal 

This sector is still Normal though sorghum prices have remained in alarm due to its high demand both in and out of the 
district since the stock is being depleted. Actually it has been noted that most of them in the market are being brought 
by external traders from the nearby districts like Agago, Pader, Otuke and Lira. 
Recommendations: 
 The district security committees are still advised strongly to encourage co-existence among the communities and 

inter-district security meetings with the involvement of key elders and stakeholders to address the prominent 
land conflict. 

 
 

GAM/Malnutrition N/A, Price of firewood 
Normal, Price of charcoal Normal ,Price of 
labor Normal, Price of bull Normal, Price of 
sorghum Alarm, Animal Market, Normal, 
Movement Normal 

VULNERABILITY 
STAGE 

 

 This has remained Normal since all sectors revealed normal condition except Livestock sector which is in Alert and 
desires close monitoring.  

DROUGHT RISK  LOW            MEDIUM         HIGH 
 

It is low since there has been occasional showers and above normal rain is expected to set in early April. 

(*) Vulnerability Stage is the combination of the 4 sectors gages (livestock, crop, water and livelihood). The vulnerability stage, combined with the risk of drought, gives the global 

warning stage. 
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  Vegetation Condition 

The vegetation condition within the district was partly green due to the occasional showers that were 
realized with about 6mm of rain received. This helped to keep the livestock within the district though the 
animals took quite longer hours than last month to access better pastures. However, it is important to note 
this condition is normal at this particular time of the year when compared to previous 2 years. 



 

 
Page 4 

 

  Rainfall (mm) 

  Weather forecast 

 
 

MARCH TO MAY 2013 SEASONAL RAINFALL FORECAST 
 

North Eastern region: (Katakwi, Moroto, Kotido, Nakapiripirit, Abim, Eastern Otuke, Napak, Amudat, Amuria, and 
Kaabong) districts  
This focus revealed that, the region has been experiencing occasional light showers and thunderstorms since 
January. The onset of steady rains is expected early April and relaxation is expected towards end of May. Overall, 
near normal to above normal rainfall (more rain than usual) is expected in this region. 
 
 
SOURCE: Meteorological Department, Ministry of Water and Environment 
 

The district received only 6mm of rain less 
than the long term mean which is 15mm. 
However, this is higher than that of last 
year at the same period by 1/2. This 
supported the opening of land which has 
been on-going, pastures were also fairly 
maintained and vegetable growing 
especially around the water points. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source:  FEWSNET 
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  Livestock Body Condition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Livestock Migration 

  Livestock Disease Incidence 

Disease Type of animals affected Location No. of animals affected 

Anaplasmosis cattle All Sub Counties About 20% 

Worms Cattle and Shoats All sub-counties About 10%  

ECF Cattle All Sub Counties About 20% 

PPR Cattle All Sub Counties About 03% 

CBPP Cattle and Shoats All Sub-counties About 03% 

 

No migration was noted during the month. 
 

Tick born diseases such as Anoplasmosis and ECF are still prominent across the district though there has been a 
notable decrease in the load. Worms, PPR and CBPP were also reported though the trend is decreasing. There is a 
progressive positive action taken by some farmers in terms of providing treatments and spraying of their livestock.  
This has also resulted to the decrease in the disease load but still there is need for more comprehensive support from 
the district, development partners and the farmers as a whole to provide sustainable solution to these issues. For 
instance the joint survey that was done by the Namulonge, Serere and Tororo research institute to plant improved 
pastures as a supplement. This was done in Kulu Odwong and Akado parishes in Alerek sub-county. 
 
Source: District Vet nary Office 

The percentage of Livestock in good condition 
dropped from 76%- 63%. This has been due to 
the prevailing tick born diseases such as 
Anoplasmosis, East Cost Fever that is still 
prominent in across the district. Animals were 
also moving long distance in search for water 
and pastures since the water level dropped 
and wild fire burnt most of the pastures in the 
nearby grazing land. Though there is noted 
decrease in the Tick born diseases prominent 
within the district, more attention by the 
district, Development partners and 
commitment of farmers to regularly spray and 
treat their livestock are still paramount. 
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  Type and number of animals in the market 

Type of animal Number Type of animal Number 

Bulls 18 Bull calves 0 

Cows 8 Heifer 0 

 

  Accessibility to grazing areas (Time in Hrs) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The number and types of animals brought for sales in the market were mainly bulls and cows. The percentage of Bulls dropped 
from 72%-69% and meanwhile cows increased from 9%-31%. Generally, few animals were brought in the market for sales since 
the demand is low as there are no compelling forces to the farmers to sell them because food stock is still available in the 
households. However, the percentage of bulls remained high since it fetches more money than other animals. 

 

The time taken for the Livestock to 
access the grazing area increased from 
1.2 hours- 2 hours in average. This has 
been attributed to the in adequate 
pasture from the nearby grazing areas 
since most of them were burnt by wild 
fire. However, this is still normal 
especially at this time of the year and it 
is still expected remain normal next 
month as occasional showers is 
expected to continue and steady rain to 
set in early April(See weather focus in 
page 4 above) 
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  Type of crops planted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Crop Condition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Crop Yield 

This could not be determined during the month, especially at this particular season of the year when harvest has not 
been realized. 
 
Source: District Agricultural Office 

The crop condition planted could not be 
determined except few vegetables planted 
around the water points that were in normal 
condition.  

During the month, dry farming especially millet, 
sorghum and pigeon peas has been going on 
across the district. Vegetables such as cow 
Pease, skumawiki and Onions have been 
planted around the water points/springs in 
Nyero village, Agwata parish and Odongi in 
Wiawee parish within the Town council. Land 
openings are also on-going also across the 
district. Farm tools and seeds such as beans 
K132 have been procured already waiting for 
distribution to farmers. These supports are 
given by Uganda Red cross, GOAL, Mercy corps 
and NARO. Cassava cuttings are also ready to be 
distributed by district under NAADs program 
and in addition to that, the district has already 
made enterprise selection. 
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Quantity of water fetched daily per household (Litres) 

Average amount of water fetched daily per household  
January 2013 February 2013 

155L 118L 

 

 
 

Type of water sources and time spent to fetch water (hrs) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The boreholes usage slightly dropped from 100% -97% during the month. This is because other water sources like 
springs and River/dam were used mainly for watering animals. It is also important to note that 1/3 of the boreholes are 
broken down across the district despite of the very good percentages of the Borehole usage. This percentage is expected 
to remain normal next month. 
 
 Time taken to fetch boreholes water relatively remained stable at 55 minutes. This is still normal at this time of the year. 
 
Source: District Water Office 

The volume of water fetch daily per households continued to drop from 55L -118L. This has been attributed to the 
decrease in water table, drop in the household’s population since children has gone back to school and above all, there 
has been breakdown in some boreholes within the district i.e. about 1/3 of its coverage. However, this is still normal at 
this particular time of the year. 
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Type of Food Eaten 

Prevalence of Malnutrition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Out migration of people 

Total number of households who migrated 
January 2013 February 2013 

7 0 

 

 
 

 
Information under this indicator could not be ascertained during the month. 

Varity of Food consumed were potatoes, 
sorghum, beans, cassava meat and Maize flour 
with the ranging percentages of 17, 16, 16, 11, 
10, and 9 respectively. The quantity of food 
variety consumed at the households fluctuated 
between the ranges of 1%-3%. Generally, 
meaning the food staff are still available and can 
take the community to next harvest though 
sorghum prices is in the rise. These food staffs 
being consumed are both from the current 
harvest and the market.  

There have been no cases of out migration of people during the month. 
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Terms of Trade (ratio) 

 

 

Price of Charcoal and Firewood (UGX) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Price of Labor (UGX) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The prices of wood generally dropped due to 
high supply in the market since farmers are 
collecting woods during land clearing.  Above 
all the wood selling has been taken as one of 
the economic activities in the district which 
has diverted peoples’ attention. However, 
these prices are normal despite of its fall. 

The prices of casual labor relatively dropped 
from 2478UGX-2275UGX in February 2013. 
This was mainly attributed to the low demand 
since there were few activities that need causal 
laborers. However this is expected to relatively 
increase next month as land opening for 
cultivation intensifies. 
 

There has been an improvement in the 
Terms of Trade as indicated by an increase 
in the ratio of Bull to Sorghum from 9-13. 
This was attributed to the increase in bull 
price from 700,000UGX- 975,000UGX in 
average verses a relative stability in 
sorghum prices at 76,750UGX per 100kgs. 
The increase in the Bull prices was 
attributed to the drop in supply resulting to 
high competition. Meanwhile 
Charcoal/sorghum ratio continued to drop 
from 0.06-0.05 and Labor/sorghum 
remained stable at 0.03. Therefore, 
generally meaning the purchasing power of 

the vulnerable community remained 
stable. 
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Freedom of Movement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Security of the district has been calm during the 
month. However, cases of Land conflict have 
remained prominent in Morulem and Nyakwae 
sub-counties. This conflict has threatened the 
populace within these areas. However, the 
Elders and Local leaders are still working hard 
in resolving these issues. 
 
Source: District security Office Abim 

Seasonal Calendar 

 

 
 

 

 
 


