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CAMBODIA – Flood Season  

Situation Report #5 

Thursday 27 October 2011 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

• The UN’s Central Emergency Response Fund application has been 

approved, totaling almost $4 million. 

• The UN Disaster Management Team (UNDMT) continues to meet 

regularly with NCDM.  

• Seven key sectors have been established: WASH, Food, 

Agriculture, Health, Education, Shelter and Child Protection. 

Reconstruction and Rehabilitation is an additional sector for 

longer-term response. 

 

 

II. SITUATION OVERVIEW 

• NCDM data of 18 October showed that: 

o 18 out of 24 provinces in Cambodia have been affected with Kandal, Kampong Thom, Prey Veng and 

Kampong Cham the most badly-affected provinces 

o 331,765 households (over 1.5 million people) have been affected and 46,403 households evacuated.  

o There have been 247 fatalities and 20 injuries as a result of the floods. 

• 405,686 hectares of rice fields have been affected with 232,377 hectares reported as damaged. (With the total 

area of planted rice at 2,466,429 hectares, this represents 9.4 per cent of total crops destroyed). 

• Media reports today (referencing NCDM) suggest that some evacuated families have started returning home as 

floods recede in some areas along the Mekong River and other parts of the country. Some displaced families 

have gone back to flood-wrecked villages in upstream Mekong provinces though there has been little movement 

yet in Lower Mekong provinces. Water levels are reported to be still rising in Kampot province.   

 

III. HUMANITARIAN NEEDS AND RESPONSE 

Food 

•  As part of WFP's immediate response emergency operation, food distributions started through NGOs last  week 

(Save the Children, Caritas, World Vision, Church World Service, ADRA and CARE). About 12,000 flood-affected 

households in Kampong Cham, Kampong Thom, Prey Veng, Kratie and Kandal will receive 50 kg of rice. 
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• Additionally, WFP is preparing a larger Emergency Operation to meet the relief and early recovery needs of the 

most affected households over the coming months. 

 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) – UNICEF  

• UNCECF procurement of essential WASH supplies continues based on growing requests from provincial level 

government officials. To date 13 out of the 17 affected provinces have provided requests with an estimated 

budget of US$250,000 for immediate needs including supplies and well chlorination for approximately 20,000 

households. Pre-positioned supplies for 1,500 households are being distributed to one of the highly affected 

provinces of Kampong Thom. The Provincial Department of Rural Development is working in collaboration with 

the Cambodian Red Cross to distribute soap, jerry cans, water purification tablets and leaflets to families living in 

‘safe areas’ of Stung and Baray districts. Similarly, distribution of supplies is taking place in Siem Reap Province 

to approximately 900 families based on requests from the provincial government. Officials from the Ministry of 

Rural Development estimate the required total response for immediate needs (supplies), chlorination of 

affected public wells and rehabilitation is over two million USD. 

• Between 21-25 October, 14 truckloads of UNICEF relief supplies have been delivered to Provincial Departments 

of Rural Development in flood affected provinces. UNICEF's field based WASH staff are following up on 

distribution to those affected. The deliveries include 12,000 jerry cans, 19,400 bars of soap and 600 ceramic 

water filters. This is broken down as follows: 

- Kandal: 2,500 jerry cans, 2,500 bars of soap and 100 water filters 

- Prey Veng: 1,000 jerry cans, 4,000 bars of soap and 100 water filters  

- Svay Rieng: 1,200 jerry cans and 3,000 bars of soap 

-  Kampong Thom: 4,100 jerry cans and 5,000 bars of soap 

- Kampong Chhnang: 2,800 jerry cans, 700 bars of soap and 100 water filterS 

- Kratie: 400 jerry cans, 800 bars of soap and 300 water filters 

- Kampong Cham: 1,400 bars of soap 

- Siem Reap: 2,000 bars of soap 

• USD 3,186 was made available by UNICEF to procure 150 plastic sheets, 300 jerry cans and 300 bars of soap for 

distribution to 300 evacuated families from five villages (Samdach, Saset, Boeung Teum, Tapon and Svay Sar) in 

Tapon commune, Sangke district, Battambang province. UNICEF zone staff met with Battambang provincial 

governor and discussed that will utilize government funds to procure 135 plastic sheets to distribute to another 

150 evacuated families. Battambang Provincial Health Department was also advised by the Governor to provide 

Aquatap and education on hygiene and sanitation to all affected families. 

 

Health 

• The Ministry of Health, through its National Malaria Center, plans to distribute mosquito nets to all affected 

families in Stung Treng province. They confirm that nets should reach all the families by 2 November 2011. 

• MoH / WHO have done an assessment of health centres in 8 provinces, Kandal, Kg Cham, Prey Veng, Kg Thom, 

Sirem Reap, Preah Vihear, Kg Chhnang and Battambang ( Kratie and Stung Treng being done this week). In the 8 

provinces, MoH reports that 108 health centres have been flooded but services are being delivered. 
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• The assessment looked at 4 levels of activities, Obstetric services, Immunisation, Provision of DOTS (directly 

observed short course treatment) for TB patients and Antiviral therapy for HIV patients. All these services were 

still being provided. Where the health centres were closed, the staff were performing these services on an 

outreach basis. 

• MOH-CDC is also performing a daily analysis of reported outbreaks. As of 25th October, there were no reported 

outbreaks by CDC. 

• WHO is planning a consultation meeting with Health NGOs and possible MoH on 1 November. 

 

Child Protection 

• A meeting with partners working on child protection during the flooding was conducted yesterday. Participants 

from the Ministry of Social Affairs, Veterans and Youth Rehabilitation, the National Committee for Disaster 

Management, Save the Children, World Vision and Friends International agreed to conduct a child protection 

assessment in Kandal, Kampong Cham, Siem Reap and Kampong Thom provinces, which will take place next 

week. World Vision and Save the Children have established four child-friendly spaces in safe areas with the 

capacity to accommodate at least 100 children. However, the need is still huge and there is a need to scale up 

interventions related to child protection. The main child protection concerns include: 

- Homelessness and displacement of families with children to other areas, which increases their risk of 

being subjected to unlawful raids and detention based on the Village and Sangkat Safety Policy. 

- Children are at increased risk of drowning. 

-  Children may become separated from their families. 

- Some pockets of flooded areas cannot easily be reached and safe areas are usually too small to establish 

child friendly spaces. 

- There is no proper evacuation plan for orphanages that are now under water and those children who 

have been evacuated are not always registered or have been moved without authorization from local 

authorities. 

 

IV. CONTACT 

Jean-Pierre deMargerie 

Chair, UN Disaster Management Team in Cambodia 

jean-pierre.deMargerie@wfp.org  

Casey McCarthy 

UN Communication and Advocacy Officer, UN Resident Coordinators Office 

casey.mccarthy@one.un.org  

 

DISCLAIMER: This document is a compilation of information gathered from various sources, including relevant UN 

agencies, NCDM, and the media.
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