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UNICEF Situation Report # 26 - Libya Crisis 

Date: 29 September 2011 

Reporting period (17 – 28 September)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlights: 

� NTC forces and forces loyal to previous leader Muammar Gaddafi continue to clash in the  of 
Sirte and Bani Walid, and NTC fighters in the thousands are reported injured and killed in 
what is described as the “final battle”. The fighting has led to a caseload of up to 70,000 IDPs 
that are in need of humanitarian assistance in the corridor west (and to a lesser degree east) 
of Sirte, and in three locations south and northwest of Bani Waleed (Tinyinay, Nismah and 
Mizdah). 
 

� UNICEF has in the past week concentrated on distributing safe drinking water to the 40,000 
IDP fleeing Bani Walid, either staying in the three host towns or transiting to Tripoli. Around 
200,000 liters of bottled water has been trucked to these locations to cover immediate needs.   
 

� In order to ensure that learning spaces are child-friendly and conducive for learning, the 
Ministry of Education is planning to provide school-based, teachers’-based and students’-
based materials to all schools and kindergarten in the country. UNICEF is providing technical 
assistance for the procurement process. The right to education for IDP children needs to be 
urgently addressed.  
 

� Humanitarian actors, including UNICEF, are currently finalizing the 90-Day Consolidated 
Humanitarian Action Plan, outlining how the needs of the residual humanitarian caseload will 
be responded to. 

 
� ECHO has pledged to fund the UNICEF water crisis response with a total of 2,5 mill EUR. A 

number of governments have also expressed interest in funding UNICEFs response in Libya.   
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On 22 September, children stand in a classroom in the town of Nismah. They are from the town of 

Misrata, but were forced to flee heavy fighting there. Their family took refuge in the nearby Bani Walid 

District, but that area, too, is now affected by conflict. Their family is now staying in the school in 

Nasmah. UNICEF is supplying water to displaced families in the area. 



2 

 

Situation Overview  

NTC forces and forces loyal to previous leader Muammar Gaddafi continue to clash in the 
cities of Sirte and Bani Walid, and NTC fighters in the thousands are reported injured and 
killed in what is described as the final battle. Reports indicate that the Jufrah Region is now 
controlled by NTC forces. The region is a strategic area, as it is the bridge between Sabha 
and Sirte for any transportation of goods between the south and the north.  

As a result of the fighting, an increasing number of people have been displaced in the past 
week, estimated at around 30,000 persons in the corridors west and east of Sirte, as well as 
around 40,000 in the areas south and northeast of Bani Walid. IDPs are mainly with host 
families, but some are forced to stay out in the open without access to food, water, and 
adequate hygiene facilities.  

The UN General Assembly has given strong backing to the Libyan National Transitional 
Council by giving the UN seat to the Council. The NTC continues to face difficulties in 
appointing a transitional cabinet however. This is hoped to be announced in the coming 
days. 

In the past week, secondary schools (grade 7-9) have re-opened across the country and 
high school (grade 10-12) will re-open on 1 October. There are still many outstanding issues 
to address for the schools to resume full educational activities, including ensuring IDP 
children access to education, cleaning and securing schools, as well as providing children 
with adequate learning materials.  

The UN mission to Libya (UNSMIL), led by the Special Representative to the Secretary 
General, Ian Martin, is working closely with political actors in Tripoli, assisting the NTC in this 
challenging transitional phase. 

A Libya Recovery Trust Fund is currently being established by international donors and 
under the leadership of the NTC to support the post-conflict reconstruction efforts.  

 

Coordination, Cluster Leadership and Key Partnerships 

Humanitarian agencies, including UNICEF and local NTC council representatives from the 
areas, were on 28 September on a first mission to the villages and areas near Bani Walid 
where many of the IDPs are staying, to assess humanitarian needs and how the 
humanitarian agencies can best assist. Most IDPs are transiting to Tripoli, with some 700 
families choosing to remain in locations nearby to Bani Walid and observe developments. 
They are being hosted by the local Libyan Relief Committees. Food and water is the most 
pressing need for these IDPs. 

The UNICEF Tripoli team met with water distribution partners in Misrata on 24 September in 
order to agree on clear distribution priorities for the remaining unallocated bottled water 
(around one million litres) currently pre-positioned in Misrata with the local relief committee. 
IDP families fleeing Sirte and Bani Walid were identified as high priority groups, but 
vulnerable families in Misrata will also continue to receive some water.  

Humanitarian agencies, including UNICEF and partners, are distributing water, food, medical 
supplies and other essential items to cover the needs of displaced populations. Access to 
the cities of Sirte and Bani Walid are extremely limited due to the ongoing fighting, however. 

UNICEF attended a one-day training on mine/UXO risk education facilitated by Handicap 
International for the Boy Scouts from Brega.  
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On 22 September, trucks transport UNICEF-supplied water to the 

town of Nismah, where people are taking refuge from the ongoing 

conflict in nearby Bani Walid District. 

Humanitarian actors are currently finalizing the 90-Day Consolidated Humanitarian Action 
Plan, outlining how the needs of the residual humanitarian case load will be responded to. 

 

UNICEF Response  

UNICEF has focussed strongly on responding to the emerging water needs for IDPs across 
Libya. Education has also been high on the agenda, as schools continue to open in Libya.  
 

WASH  

UNICEF has in the past week concentrated on distributing safe drinking water to the around 
40,000 IDP families near Bani Walid in the settlements near Nismah, Tininay, and Mizdah. 
Around 200,000 liters of bottled water has been made available to cover the needs of mainly 
women and children.   
 
Water supplies for one week have also been distributed to around 300 Tawarga families 
staying in and near the city of Tarhouna, 
and water covering the needs of 300 
Somali refugees living in Tripoli during one 
week has been released to Islamic Relief 
for distribution. New requests are received 
daily as IDPs continue to arrive to Tripoli 
daily. 
 
Distribution is ensured by the volunteers of 
NTC Relief Committees, NGOs and the 
RC movement, and WFP. 
 
As of 29 September, circa 1.3 million litres 
of the total 10 million litres of UNICEF 
water remains in the warehouses in Tripoli 
and Misrata. In order to continue meeting 
the needs of the most in need, more 
sustainable solutions need to be identified 
immediately in case the fighting continues, and contingency planning meetings have been 
held with local authorities and relief committee members.  
 
The UNICEF team in Benghazi has ensured that the Belgard Antiscalant chemicals; 200 
Tons provided by the Arabian Gulf company AGECO, has been released from the seaport 
and distributed to all of the eastern desalination plants. 
 
A range of WASH materials is being brought into Misrata and Tripoli from Benghazi and 
Cairo to reinforce response capacity for the displaced population. They are expected to 
arrive early next week. 
 
Lastly, 27 bottles of liquefied chlorine have been procured by UNICEF from Alexandria, 
Egypt, currently en route to the GMRA in Tripoli with the support of WFP. This will provide 
three-months’ supply to allow adequate chlorination of the Tripoli water network. 
 
 
Child Protection  

A joint letter on behalf of the child protection working group in Benghazi has been finalized, 
signed and sent to the Military Council expressing concern about the practice of ”celebratory 
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shooting" and asking to take all possible and urgent action to prevent unnecessary shooting 
that could be harmful to the safety of children in particular.  

 
Education  

Primary and middle schools across Libya officially opened its doors on 17 September. High 
schools will start the new school year on the 01 of October, meaning that an approximately 
1,5 million children will be able to return to their normal lives and resume learning activities 
after many months of being confined indoors.  

In order to ensure that learning spaces are and will be child-friendly and conducive for 
learning, the Ministry of Education is planning to provide school-based, teachers’-based and 
students’-based materials to all schools and Kindergarten in the country. UNICEF is 
providing technical assistance for the procurement process.    
 
The mass media campaign has started and back-to-school messages are being 
disseminated by radio, TV, SMS and leaflets, and a call centre is being established for any 
question children and/or their families might have with regards to education, the start of 
schooling, preparing for exams and exam dates in cooperation with the Stabilization Team. 
At the same time, educational planning includes catch-up classes and new scheduling for 
concluding the present school year. 
 
The Ministry of Education is planning a scaled up school infrastructure assessment, 
supported by UNICEF and its implementing partner ACTED. Duplications in assessments is 
being avoided by analysing and complementing education needs assessments, considering 
various initiatives currently in process on the ground. Coordination and meetings for revision 
of questionnaires are planned to take place on the 05 October in Tripoli. 
 
Task force meetings were held between the Ministry of Education and UNICEF for nation-
wide school supply delivery planning as well as for the communication and social 
mobilization strategy (25, 26 and 27 September).  
 
A coordination meeting of the Technical Working Group for Education is being planned for 
the 01 of October in Tripoli. 

 

The UNICEF Benghazi team has met with MoE representatives there towards a financial 
request to the German Delegation in support of the education sector. 
 

Communication 

Communication activities during this period focused on identifying UNICEF supported 

Education and Child Protection activities in eastern Libya for the upcoming UNICEF video 

mission in October.  

UNICEF Communication met with partners in advance to ensure that video stories expected 

in mid-October will provide an update on how UNICEF is responding in Libya.   

 

An interview with Radio Vatican on issues facing children in Libya and UNICEF Response 

was conducted. 

In coordination with a photographer, new images from Tripoli on the start of the new school 

year and the impact of the conflict on children have been distributed via NY and fed to 

UNICEF Geneva for UNICEF Panorama postings and for use of the National Committees. 
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A meeting was held with a Human Rights Organization in Libya to review and gather 

materials for the upcoming report on grave child-right violations.   

 

Updates on UNICEF response in Libya continues to be shared via twitter @RoshanKhadivi 

 

Funding Situation 

UNICEF urgently needs more funds to respond to future projects in education, child 
protection, water, and child health.  

• ECHO has pledged 2,5 million Euros to UNICEF for the water crisis response.  

• A number of governments, including the Danish, the Polish, British, German, and have 
expressed interest in funding UNICEFs response in Libya. Proposals are currently under 
preparation.  

Date of next Situation Report: on or around 06 October 2011 
 
For more information, please contact: 
 

Christian Balslev-Olesen 
Libya Response Team Leader 
Tripoli, Libya 
Tel: +218 91 93 97 638 
Email: cbalslevolesen@unicef.org    

Ms Yosi Echeverry Burckhardt  
Reports Officer 
Tripoli, Libya 
Tel: + 218 91 93 59 765 
Email: yburckhardt@unicef.org  

 

 

 


