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Highlights: 

� The fighting continues across western Libya, particularly in the Nafusa Mountains where 
NATO has now initiated attacks in response to government shelling in Nalut. Zintan has also 
been attacked in recent days, and fierce fighting has been taking place only 80 km south-
west of Tripoli with opposition forces stating to be making a push for Tripoli. Due to the lack of 
access, humanitarian needs remain difficult to ascertain.  
 

� One week ago, two boys (15 and 10 years old) were injured by a grenade in the Ajdabiya 
area. According to ICRC, in the past 6 weeks there have been 13 reported casualties from 
Explosive Remnants of War (ERW) in Misrata alone. Immediate expansion of ongoing Mine 
Risk Education workshops is needed. 

 

� Most of Libya’s 2 million children continue to miss out on urgently needed formal education as 
most schools continue to be closed across the country. Schools are not anticipated to 
officially re-open until the beginning of the new school year in early September.  

 

� The UNICEF Libya team leader participated in the UN conference in Cairo last week to 
discuss a pre-assessment of post-crisis Libya and the potential role of the UN in post-conflict 
interventions. 

 

� UNICEF Flash Appeal requests have been funded by 31 per cent as of 28 June, with new 
pledges worth 3.1 million USD in the pipeline (raising funds received to 47 per cent).  

© UNICEF Libya/2011/ UNICEF supplies 

IDP children from Ajdabiya playing football at a camp in Darnha with Imad Eldin Hasan. UNICEF 

WASH Specialist during a recent UN mission there. 
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‘Each passing day brings more 

turmoil to the people of Libya’ 

Source: UN Secretary General 

Ban-Ki moon, 18 June 2011 

Situation Overview 

The fighting continues across western Libya, particularly in the Nafusa Mountains where 
NATO has now initiated attacks in response to government shelling in Nalut. Zintan has also 
been attacked in recent days, and fierce fighting has been taking place 80 km south-west of 
Tripoli with opposition forces stating to be making a push for Tripoli.  

On 27 June the International Criminal Court issued an official arrest warrant against Col 
Gaddafi, his son Saif al-Islam, and intelligence Chief al-Sanussi for crimes against humanity 
throughout the four-month conflict.  

Human Rights Watch has found that Libyan government 
forces have placed more than 150 antipersonnel landmines 
in at least one location in the Nafusa Mountains. This adds 
to existing problems in Misrata and Ajdabiya, posing an 
increasing threat to the civilian population, in particular 
children who are often not aware of what these dangerous weapons are when they find 
them.  

One week ago, two boys (15 and 10 years old) were injured by a grenade in the Ajdabiya 
area. According to ICRC, in the past 6 weeks there have been 13 reported casualties from 
Explosive Remnants of War (ERW) in Misrata alone. Immediate expansion of awareness-
raising workshops is needed to prevent further injuries and casualties.  

Most of Libya’s 2 million children continue to miss out on urgently needed formal education 
as most schools continue to be closed across the country. It would have been critical that 
more schools across Libya re-open to offer children a safe place and the opportunity to 
regain some sense of normalcy after months of being confined indoors due to insecurity. 
Unfortunately, in Benghazi, the chances for this are low and it is anticipated that the next 
school year will start on 05 September, leaving the issue of the validation of the current 
school year unresolved. 

The UN continues to operate in an extremely limited humanitarian space in the east of the 
country due to the ongoing fighting in and near key cities in the west. These restrictions 
continue to hinder an effective humanitarian response where it is most needed.  

Last week the UN convened in Cairo to discuss a pre-assessment of the post-conflict reality 
in Libya and the potential role of the UN in post-conflict Libya. UNICEF is leading the Social 
Service delivery component of this planning.  

A UN inter-agency mission from Benghazi went to Ajdabiya on 25 June to monitor progress 
on humanitarian and protection objectives. UNICEF participated in order to monitor the 
implementation of the child protection and ERW risk education programmes it supports and 
to meet with local partners. 

A UN inter-agency ‘Security and Humanitarian access’ mission, composed of 6 UN staff 
representing OCHA, UNICEF, WFP, HCR and security, is departing to the Nafusa Mountains 
on 29 June. The mission will visit Nalut and Zintan. It is hoped that the mission will provide 
humanitarian actors with a clearer picture of the existing needs in the area and the 
humanitarian assistance already provided by the INGOs present in the zone, as access to 
the area has been and remains extremely limited.  
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Coordination, Cluster Leadership and Key Partnerships 

Libya 

The Child Protection Working Group is undertaking a mapping of child friendly spaces in 
Benghazi to strengthen referral systems, and developing a capacity building strategy to meet 
the growing demand for training. 

UNICEF and SCF are currently participating in an assessment of 43 schools occupied by 
IDPs in and around Benghazi, under the leadership of the Protection Cluster. Views of 
adolescent girls and boys are included in the assessment. 

The Education working group continued its review of action plans by sub-groups and 
focused on the vocational skills plan at this week’s meeting. An ad-hoc meeting was held to 
focus on advocacy for education in emergencies, and opening schools. 

UNICEF leads the WASH cluster in Benghazi. Currently, UNICEF is finalizing the 4W 
exercise in order to adequately map WASH activities. Guidelines for a water assessment in 
the Nafusa Mountains have been provided to WASH cluster partners, and ACTED has 
received guidelines for continued water assessments in Misrata.  

Increased humanitarian access to western Libya is more and more urgent in order to better 
assess humanitarian implications and immediate needs in an around Tripoli, the Nafusa 
Mountains as well as, progressively, the coastal areas, as these become conflict flashpoints. 
While many INGOs and UN agencies have increasing access to the eastern parts of Libya, 
INGOs have no access to government controlled areas in western Libya. It is therefore 
critical for the UN to push for an expansion of the humanitarian space in order to assess the 
needs there.  

The HCT is currently commencing the process of a revision of an inter-agency contingency 
plan which should provide an updated plan by the end of July 2011.This plan is intended to 
forecast humanitarian needs for the coming months based on the worst case scenario as 
outlined in the revised Flash appeal from May 2011. 

 

Tunisia 

The UNICEF Tunisia team continues to respond to the needs of children and women at the 
Shousha camp, actively participating in various clusters and sub-clusters. The past week, 
the technical working group, organized by UNICEF with IOM, UNHCR and ICRC, discussed 
the needs of unaccompanied and separated children. 

UNICEF leads the WASH cluster in collaboration with partners, as well as the child-
protection and education sub-working groups.   

 

Humanitarian Needs and UNICEF Response  

Libya  

Due to the continued limited access to conflict affected areas, it remains extremely difficult 
for UNICEF and its partners to adequately assess and respond to existing and emerging 
humanitarian needs.  

UNICEF operates from its Benghazi and Zarzis operational hubs, and hopes to return to 
Tripoli as soon as possible. 
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Child Protection Needs 

On-going and violent armed conflict and population displacement continue to have a 
significant impact on children, as they and their families find ways to cope. Children are 
exposed to violence, injury, death, and abuse, and could benefit from community-based 
psychosocial support.  

The need for more child friendly spaces and psychosocial interventions for children is 
echoed by all interlocutors in Benghazi, Ajdabiya and Misrata. Coupled with the provision of 
supplies is the request to extend training to the many volunteers who are managing these 
spaces. More funds are needed in order to ensure this.  

During the recent mission to Ajdabiya, UNICEF received reports from three sources that 
some schools are occupied or used by the armed opposition forces. The Local Council has 
taken the decision together with the military to clear the schools of any military storage or 
use. 

A recent survey conducted by Libyan psychologists of internally displaced people in the 
Benghazi area found that around 10 per cent of the children are suffering from symptoms 
such as bed wetting, night screams, and nightmares or stammering. 

Children and their families remain vulnerable to explosive remnants of war, including old and 
new landmines and a large presence of small arms. According to the ICRC, in the past 6 
weeks there have been 13 reported casualties from ERW in Misrata alone.  

The Joint Mine Action Coordination Team, of which UNICEF facilitates the MRE component, 
is rolling out the IMSMA data management system that will consolidate information on 
accidents and victims for advocacy and programming purposes.  

 

Child Protection Response 

6500 children are benefiting from activities supported directly by the kits provided by 
UNICEF, and an additional 2000 taking part in activities managed by volunteers SCF has 
trained, equaling a total of 8500 children.  

With UNICEF support, SCF has provided training to at least 30 civil society members and 20 
community volunteers on child protection in emergencies and child friendly spaces, including 
50 UNICEF ECD kits and 50 UNICEF recreation kits. Another batch of kits is planned for 
distribution to the most resource-poor areas shortly. 

UNICEF, with other international organizations currently operational in Misrata, is also 
planning to provide kits to that war-torn city, following a Do-No-Harm assessment this week.  

UNICEF partner Handicap International provides Explosive Remnants of War and small 
arms Risk Education, using a participatory approach in IDP sites and return communities. 
This education method targets children and youth. Thus far, 20,000 leaflets have been 
distributed to local and IDP communities and billboards are planned for the central square 
and port in Benghazi to increase awareness around ERW and mines.  

 

Education Needs 

Due to the ongoing fighting, many schools continue to be closed meaning that children have 
been unable to attend formal education for four months. (Some schools have opened for 
recreational activities; although predominantly in safer areas, and even war-torn Misrata has 
13 schools open now.)  
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It is looking increasingly unlikely that children will receive catch-up classes before the new 
school year due to the protracted conflict and insecurities. The assumption is that the TNC 
will re-open schools on 05 September. 

Taking this reality and the findings from the recent information from various sources on the 
mental health of children into account, UNICEF is planning to expand recreational activities 
in cities across Libya in order to offer children a safe place to play, express themselves, and 
get support. 

The TNC has requested additional capacity building from UNICEF and partners after a 
series of successful teacher trainings. Additional trainings are planned to start on 12 July. 

 

Education Response 

The Education working group continued its review of action plans by sub-groups and 
focused on the vocational skills plan at this week’s meeting. UNICEF presented the Life 
Skills program and models from the region, sharing its guidance note “Life Skills Learning 
and Teaching: Concepts and Standards”.  

Handicap International, funded by UNICEF, is planning training sessions for teachers from 
private and public schools in the Benghazi area on Explosive Remnants of War Risk 
Education. 

The Working Group held an extraordinary meeting to advocate for opening schools for 
recreational activities and non-formal education and for schooling to resume by 5 
September. 

 

WASH Needs 

Libyan cities are supplied with water mainly from the Great Man Made River (GMR), an 
extensive inter-connected network of pipelines spanning across the country. As the conflict 
in Libya continues, the water authorities continue to be concerned about the maintenance of 
the GMR network, as spare parts and chemicals are urgently needed. The consequences of 
unrepaired damages to the pipelines could lead to a catastrophic humanitarian situation, 
where major cities across Libya would be left without clean water.   

Although there is no embargo on civilian goods in place, many international companies 
refuse to ship equipment and other needed supplies to Libya due to insecurity. This greatly 
impacts the GRM authorities’ ability to maintain the vital water system, and the urgent need 
for spare parts to maintain the pipelines and deliver sufficient water remains critical. 

Power supply to well fields remains delicate. For example the main grid providing power to 
the Sirir well field is not operational and is dependent on generators. Fuel to maintain these 
systems is the most critical prerequisite for maintaining a sustainable water flow across 
Libya. 

The urgent need to assess water needs in the Nafusa Mountains remains, but due to limited 
access this has not been possible yet.  

 

WASH Response 

UNICEF continues to pursue alternative solutions to the maintenance issues of the water 
pipe system to avoid a large-scale collapse that could result in a humanitarian crisis. 
UNICEF and HCR have come to a common agreement for procuring spare parts. 
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Young girl in front of her tent in the Shousha camp at the Tunisian 

border with Libya. 

Field lab test equipment is expected to arrive in Benghazi in early July. This will be donated 
to the GMRA and will be used to undertake basic water quality tests.  

Chemicals for desalination are due to arrive from Cairo in the coming weeks. These will only 
have a remedial effect, however, long-term solutions need to be identified.  

The Partnership Agreement with ACTED/CESVI for the distribution of 500 UNICEF hygiene 
kits benefiting 247 IDP families (1,432 individuals) in the Benghazi and Ajdabiya areas has 
now come to an end as all kits have been successfully distributed.   

 

Health & Nutrition Needs 

Imports of basic food, medicines, and other life-saving supplies that are currently not being 
replenished as a result of the insecurity, lack of financial guarantees to import companies, 
and interruption of the banking system, continue to impact the availability of critical items for 
families, especially diapers and infant formula.  

 

H&N Response 

In addition to the vaccines already delivered to Misrata and Benghazi in the past months, 
UNICEF, WHO and other health cluster partners continue to assess the vaccine availability 
in Libya in order to prevent a breakdown in vaccination campaigns.  

UNICEF and other humanitarian actors are currently discussing joint advocacy in order to 
find a rapid solution for the import of 
life-saving health and nutrition 
supplies.  

 

Human Resources 

The UNICEF Libya Response Team 
continues to operate from Benghazi 
and Zarzis, Tunisia, with missions as 
possible into Western Libya (Nafusa 
Mountains, Tripoli, Misrata and 
Adjdabya). As of 28 June, the team 
consists of 8 international and 3 local 
staff, covering management, 
programme, communications, 
operations, and security. 
 

Tunisia 

The total number of persons staying at Ras Jdir camps (Shousha, IFRC, UAE) as of 27 June 
is around 4,000 (down from 4,590 in last report). Repatriation for around 80 per cent of the 
camp population is not possible due to the situation in the countries of origin.  

The populations of Remada and Dehiba camps, mostly Libyans, is estimated at 1,600, 
meaning a total camp population of around 5,600 persons (down from around 6,100 since 
last report). Around 60,000 Libyan refugees, mainly from the western mountain areas, 
continue to live mainly with host families in the Tataouine area in Tunisia.  
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Camp Population by age

0-4 years

5-11 years

12-17 years

18-59 years

Child Protection  

UNICEF continues to lead the Child Protection sub-sector group addressing issues of 
unaccompanied children, birth registration, psychosocial support to children and families, 
family registration, abuse and violence against children, including gender-based violence. 

UNICEF continues to support unaccompanied minors staying at the camps. In the past 
week, 6 new cases were identified. 

Progress has been made on obtaining disaggregated data on the camp population at Ras 
Jdir. This is particularly important for UNICEF interventions targeting children and youth.  

Currently, there are only limited psychosocial, non-formal educational and recreational 
activities available in Shousha Camp, but these will expanded shortly in a newly identified 
space.  

UNICEF has contributed with education, 
child protection and WASH input to a 
Danish Refugee Council (DRC) Survey 
questionnaire aiming at profiling 
vulnerable groups among the camp 
population.  

UNICEF has also provided input to 
another survey of households hosting 
Libyan refugees to be undertaken by 
UNHCR and DRC in southern Tunisia in early July. 

UNICEF convened a focus group discussion with Somali unaccompanied youth in order to 
better understand their needs and concerns living in the camp.  
 

Education 

Libyan refugees continue to reside with host families in Tatouine and other nearby areas in 
southern Tunisia. It is estimated that around 5,000 primary-school-aged Libyan refugee 
children are in need of catch-up classes to take the end-of-year examinations and avoid the 
loss of the school year. UNICEF is planning to assist local authorities and refugees in 
preparing this, but funding is urgently needed.  

 

WASH 

Reconstruction of WASH facilities after the destruction by the fire in May is ongoing in 
cooperation with UNHCR and SIF.  

UNICEF has provided 20 chemical latrines and rehabilitated the sanitation infrastructure in 
some of the new areas in the camp benefiting the whole camp population while awaiting the 
more durable solutions currently being constructed as part of the restructuring of the camp.   

UNICEF is working with partners on the reorganization of the hygiene promotion 
coordination structure as ADRA has now ended its engagement.  

 

H&N Response 

Serious concerns have been raised around the unhealthy, unsanitary, and unsafe conditions 
at the camp facilities. Key issues requiring attention include the continual lack of proper and 
adequate sanitation facilities for families, particularly women (one toilet and washing facility 
for up to 150 transit families).  
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Immunization services resumed at Shousha on 16 June, and children are administered the 
full complement of immunizations as per the Tunisian vaccination calendar.  
 
As noted in a recent epidemiology report, there is no evidence of excess mortality, excess 
morbidity, or outbreaks from communicable diseases. It was noted however, that the disease 
surveillance system needs enhancement.  

Nutritional support activities, implemented by SCF, are progressing in response to earlier 
expressed nutrition needs. An education programme with limited distribution of breast milk 
substitutes (BMS) is underway while the protocol for BMS use is being finalized.  MSF will 
contribute with community outreach services.  
 
Tunisian RC in Tataouine have reported an urgent need for attention to the availability of 
food for young children as well as education on infant feeding for refugee families in the 
Tataouine, Sfax and Gabes regions. 
 

Communications and Media 

Much of the Libyan civilian population has experienced conflict for almost four months and 
many have witnessed traumatic events. UNICEF continues to raise awareness of the need 
for psychosocial opportunities through various media channels in addition to the call for 
increased humanitarian access.  

Newfound freedom of the press in Benghazi has resulted in the advent of more than 80 new 
media outlets. The UNICEF communication team is concentrating its efforts on reaching out 
to these local outlets to inform them of the UNICEF mission and the broader UN 
humanitarian presence in Libya. This will support ongoing efforts to familiarize local 
communities with UNICEF and its programs for children. Particular attention will be paid to 
child protection, education and WASH.   
 
Additional media materials are scheduled for production including a joint press release on 
ERW programming, information pamphlet for local media and various case studies for 
dissemination to National Committees and international media outlets.  
 

Funding 

� UNICEF has thus far received around 31 per cent of the US$20.5 million requested in 
the revised Flash Appeal for the Libya crisis as of 28 June 2011.The overall funding 
coverage for the UN Flash Appeal currently stands at 55 per cent.  

� UNICEF currently has pledges worth 3.3 million USD in the pipeline, which will increase 
the received funding to 47 per cent. 

� The Australian Government has given 2.1 million USD to the Libya response. 
� The Swedish contribution of 1.2 million USD has been confirmed and is being allocated. 

Date of next Situation Report: on or around 12 July 2011 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Pierre Poupard 
Libya Response Team Leader 
Camp Zarzis 
Tel: +216 28 09 74 82 
Email: ppoupard@unicef.org  

Maria Luisa Fornara 
Representative 
UNICEF Tunis 
Tel: + 216-71-802-700  
Fax: + 216-71-793-001  
E-mail: mlfornara@unicef.org   

Philippe Duamelle 
Representative 
UNICEF Egypt 
Tel: + 20 2 2526 5083 – 87 
Tel : + 20 2 2526 4218 
Email : pduamelle@unicef.org 

 


