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CARE HELPS 1.8 MILLION PEOPLE IN EAST AFRICA 

CARE Australia’s East Africa Food Crisis Appeal has raised almost $3.2 million for drought stricken 
communities in East Africa.   

Launched on 14 July 2011, the appeal has received thousands of donations from generous Australians and 
support from the Australian Government’s aid program, helping CARE to provide emergency assistance 
including life-saving food and water to around 1.8 million people in Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya and Djibouti.  

CARE Australia CEO Dr Julia Newton-Howes said essential aid was reaching the most vulnerable people 
affected by the devastating crisis, including millions of women and children.   
 
“While some rain in the region is benefiting crops, vegetation and pasture areas, this remains the most 
severe food crisis in the world following the worst drought in 60 years for East Africa,” Dr Newton-Howes 
said.   
 
“The situation remains grave, with malnutrition affecting millions of people. Huge losses of livestock are 
affecting long-term recovery, and women and children are risking physical and sexual assault as they walk 
for weeks in search of food and water. 
 
“Women and girls are disproportionately affected by the drought, with 80 per cent of new arrivals at the 
world’s largest refugee camp - Dadaab, being women and children without food, money or clothing,” Dr 
Newton-Howes said.  
 
In addition to responding to the refugee crisis in Dadaab, CARE’s emergency response in East Africa 
includes the provision of food and water, livestock assistance, cash transfers to households with children 
suffering from severe malnutrition, cash-for-work programs, distribution of water treatment supplies and 
training on safe hygiene.  
 
Dr Newton-Howes said that additional funding was needed to help CARE continue to support drought-
affected communities with emergency relief and their long-term recovery in the coming year. 
 
“The world’s poorest people are the most vulnerable to food crises and Australians can help CARE’s relief 
efforts in East Africa by donating online, phone or mail.” 
 
To donate to CARE’s East Africa Food Crisis Appeal go to www.care.org.au or 1800 DONATE.  
$91 can provide food for a family for one week.  
 
CARE Australia is an international humanitarian aid organisation fighting poverty, with a special focus on 
working with women and girls to bring lasting change to their communities.  
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