
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• 1,112 cases of COVID-19 have been confirmed by 
authorities in Djibouti, and 2 fatalities.  

• More than 1% of the population has been tested, making 
it one of highest percentage against the total population in 
the continent. 

• Authorities launched a massive screening campaign 
targeting 45,000 people using door-to-door contact. 

• The general lockdown, except for essential services, has 
been extended to 8 May.  

• The UN launched the UN Framework for the immediate 
socio-economic response to COVID-19   

 

• SITUATION OVERVIEW 

• As of 2 May 2020, the Ministry of Health has confirmed 1,112 cases (22% women) of COVID-19 in 
Djibouti, and two fatalities. Cases have also been confirmed in the Arta, Dikhil and Ali Sabieh 
regions. The three confirmed cases among refugees have been treated at Ali Sabieh hospital and 
have returned to their settlements. 
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• In the past few days the country recorded a slight decline of COVID-19 confirmed cases. This is 
largely due to active tracing exercises carried out since the start of the pandemic, which resulted 
in the testing of most of the targeted population, and isolation and treatment of positive cases. 
Furthermore, recent floods hampered movement of medical officers’ engaged in tracing.  

• The government established seven sites for quarantine and isolation (case management) in the 
country. H.E. the President tasked health authorities to establish an additional site for isolation 
and case management, with 1,000 containers in Arta Region. The Ministry of Health is increasing 
its human resources capacity by mobilizing students of the faculty of medicine and the general 
practitioners who are undergoing intensive trainings to enhance their capacities to deal with 
different aspects of the COVID-19 response. 

• On 1 May, the Government launched a massive testing campaign targeting 45,000 people in 
‘working-class neighborhoods’ to measure ‘community contagion’ and ‘key personnel in the public 
and private sectors.’ This exercise aims at providing the Djiboutian government with evidence to 
‘refine the strategy and measures to be taken to deal with this health crisis,’ according to the 
Presidency’s statement. 

• The Government organized the repatriation of Djiboutian nationals from Somalia, UAE, Turkey, 
Ethiopia and Pakistan. Returnees will be tested upon arrival and put in quarantine. 

• On 28 April, the Minister of Economy and Finance held a virtual conference, with H.E. Dr. Bandar 
Hajjar, President of the Islamic Development Bank, to discuss the emergency assistance package 
of US$ 5 m provided by IsDB to the Djibouti to support its fight against COVID-19. 

• As part of the support to the private sector in mitigating the effects of the COVID-19 crisis, an order 
was issued on May 30 allowing the National Security Fund (CNSS) to grant compensatory 
indemnities for employees in partial activity. This indemnity, financed at 30% (of the gross salary) 
by the state and 40% by the employer, will be applicable for 3 months. 

• The Minister of Muslim Affairs, Culture and Waqfs, took part in a virtual dialogue organized by 
UNESCO on the impact of the COVID-19 crisis on the cultural sector and the responses to be made 
in the framework of their respective policies. During this virtual meeting, the participating 
ministers discussed the direct effects of the current crisis on tourism, museums, cultural 
production and artists as well as the measures taken to mitigate the impact of the crisis. They 
reaffirmed their commitment to intergovernmental dialogue and international solidarity to 
strengthen and unite their efforts. 

• On 27 April, the Deputy Secretary-General (DSG) and the UNDP Administrator launched the UN 
Framework for the immediate socio-economic response to COVID-19 (See the document here), a 
roadmap to support countries’ paths to social and economic recovery, to be implemented over the 
next 12 to 18 months, under the leadership of UN Resident Coordinators (RCs), supported by UNDP 
as technical lead; and . with UN teams working as one across all aspects of the response. The 
Secretary General COVID-19 Trust Fund, a UN inter-agency fund launched in March, is integral to 
this effort. The Fund aims to mobilize US$1 billion over the first nine months, and US$2 billion over 
two years, to support low- and middle-income countries, including Small Island Developing States 
and vulnerable groups such as women and children who are disproportionately bearing the socio-
economic impacts of the pandemic.  The DSG also convened the Women Rise for All initiative, a 
global advocacy effort bringing together women leaders to mobilize support for the UN COVID 19 
response framework, and to fully fund the UN Response and Recovery Trust Fund. (Visit webpage 
here) 

• On 1 May 2020, the UN Secretary-General launched a policy brief on COVID-19 and older persons 
stressing for the ‘response to COVID-19 must respect the rights and dignity of older people.’ The 
report stresses that the impact of the pandemic on older persons goes far beyond greater risk of 
getting sick and dying, as it has an impact on the mental health and well-being; it brings greater 
stigma and discrimination; neglect or abuse in care facilities; and greater poverty. The document 
highlights the important role of older persons to contribute in COVID response, as caregivers 

https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-04/UN-framework-for-the-immediate-socio-economic-response-to-COVID-19.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/coronavirus/women-rise-for-all
https://www.un.org/en/coronavirus/women-rise-for-all


 

 

themselves, as volunteers, as community leaders etc. and that COVID recovery is an opportunity 
to ‘build back better’ and ensure more inclusive societies for older persons. 

• PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE 

HEALTH – WHO, UNDP, UNICEF and UNHCR continue to support the Ministry of Health (MoH) in 
resource mobilization and update the COVID-19 response plan, to reflect the current epidemiological 
situation.  The plan will also include a strategy to ensure continuity of health services, e.g. antenatal 
care, diagnosis and treatment of HIV, tuberculosis and malaria, treatment and care of malnourished 
children, etc. WHO continue to provide technical support to MoH, including on modeling, scenario 
building and adaptation of the response strategy, and collaborate closely with the ministry and 
partners to reach the most adequate and convenient response to contain and control the spread of 
the disease.  

On 28 April, WHO provided MoH with protective and testing equipment for the pandemic response 
through “CAMME”, the entity in charge of dispatching medical products and equipment to the health 
centers. Items donated include 17,000 surgical masks; 300 protective goggles; 1,000 non-sterile gowns; 
1,000 FFP2 respiratory masks; 500 viral RNA extraction kits; and 500 testing swabs.  

WHO also donated to UNHCR 2,000 masks for staff of partners involved to implement critical functions 
in the field, notably in refugee settlements. UNHCR availed 1,000 masks to ONARS staff deployed in 
these locations to ensure protection of partners’ staff when performing activities in the sites.  

IOM donated hygiene materials and awareness posters in different 
languages (French, Arabic, English, Amharic, Oromo) to the 
Hospital Medical Centers in the regions of Dikhil, Ali Sabieh, Arta 
and Tadjourah on 23-29 April.  Some 218 migrants were consulted 
and treated at the Masagara and Alat Ela site in Obock, and eight 
migrants were medically treated at the MRC (Migration Response 
Centre). 

UNICEF keeps working to secure essential commodities (vaccines, 
nutrition commodities, essential drugs) to maintain continuity of 
the nationwide Maternal, Newborn and Child Health (MNCH) and 
Nutrition Program to ensure continuity while also disseminating 
the appropriate breastfeeding recommendations in the COVID-19 
context.  

WASH – With the recent spike in COVID-19 confirmed cases in Djibouti, UNICEF has been working with 
the Djibouti City Council and local NGOs (CRD, ADSEG, ADIM, WID) to set up handwashing stations in 
public places in the most vulnerable areas of Djibouti city and in Dikhil, Ali Sabieh, Arta, Tadjourah, 
Obock towns. UNICEF helped reach additional 3,119 people through a handwashing with soap 
campaign in the suburbs of Djibouti city and is setting up WASH services (water supply and sanitation 
infrastructures) in government-led quarantine sites for stranded migrants and land travelers.  

On 23 April, IOM has donated a hand washing station and hygiene material to the Al Rahma hospital 
in Obock. On 26 April the agency distributed WASH equipment and non-food items to 400 migrants in 
the Masagara site (Obock) and reached 6,569 people through hand washing stations set up in Dikhil. 

FOOD / FOOD SECURITY – The Ministry of Social Affairs and Solidarity (MASS), in collaboration with 
the Secretariat of State for Decentralization, continues to support vulnerable households with food 
distribution, thus meeting one of the primary needs of people affected by the health and socio-
economic crisis brought by the pandemic. Since the beginning of the crisis, 18,198 targeted households 
in various districts of Balbala commune; 13,959 households in Boulaos commune of Djibouti town and 
over 5,500 households in the regions have been assisted with vouchers and food distribution. WFP, in 
collaboration with the MASS, plans food assistance through cash-based transfers to 4,500 households 
affected by the COVID crisis and the April flash floods in Djibouti city. Based on the MASS beneficiary 
list, this distribution of food vouchers with a value of 10,000 FDJ per household is planned for the first 

©
IO

M
 D

jib
o

u
ti 



 

 

week of May. In addition, WFP is preparing to assist as well 
additional households in urban and rural areas based on 
the results of the socio-economic survey on the impact of 
the COVID-19 on households to be carried out by the World 
Bank and UNDP.  

MASS, in collaboration with ONARS and UNHCR, is also 
distributing a three-month food voucher to 1,000 urban 
refugees and 200 Djiboutian households in host 
communities. On 29 April, MASS trained UNHCR staff and 
community leaders on food voucher distribution 
modalities. All stakeholders, including ONARS and UNHCR 
staff, agreed to start the distribution on 30 April. UNICEF is 
also partnering with WFP and MASS and provided vouchers 
support for 590 vulnerable households. In addition, 
National Union of Djiboutian Women (UNFD) has carried 
out a food distribution in urban areas and a total of 56 
refugees have presented themselves during these 
distributions. 

Following the positive cases of COVID-19 in the refugee village of Ali Addeh, WFP, UNHCR, ONARS and 
partners are closely monitoring the situation in order to adjust its distribution mechanisms for May 
and June. Distribution modalities will be similar to those used in the last exercise, using master lists 
instead of biometrics. Preventive measures will also be reinforced. In addition, cash assistance will 
increase by 1,000 DJF instead of 500 DJF, and cereals rations reduced accordingly, from 300 grams to 
200 grams. An arrival of a donation by US Food for Peace is expected by July. Should food not arrive 
on time, it is likely that pulses rations will need to be reduced from 60 grams to 40 grams in the next 
distribution. Furthermore, as ONARS reports that that the number of households in Ali Addeh has 
increased due to the return of refugees to the villages when the confinement was announced, ONARS 
and UNHCR also proposed to organize simultaneous food and firewood distribution.   

WFP plans to provide food assistance to 1,500 migrants in May, to be delivered to the Migrant 
Response Centers (MRCs) of Loyada, Obock and the planned center in Ali Sabieh once operational. 
Since 23 April, WFP sub-offices are collecting data on the level of food security of households in Ali 
Sabieh, Dikhil, Arta, Obock and Tadjourah, impacted by the Covid-19 crisis, in order to adapt the WFP 
food assistance’s strategy to their needs in Djibouti. 

LOGISTICS On 30 April the UN launched a global initiative to ensure humanitarian flights to vulnerable 
developing nations affected by COVID-19. On 23 April, WFP sent a first plane loaded with medical 
supplies for developing nations especially vulnerable to the coronavirus pandemic, including Djibouti, 
aiming to ramp up the service to 350 flights per month through nine hub airports across the world. 
The UN Secretary-General wrote to all Heads of State and Government to announce the opening of 
humanitarian air bridges starting 1 May, including Addis Ababa for Djibouti, and asked for the support 
of national authorities to facilitate the establishment of these air capacities. 

PROTECTION – The government, with IOM and UNICEF support, is establishing the first quarantine for 
stranded migrants and ‘land travelers’ in Ali Sabieh region, with a capacity of hosting 600 migrants. An 
additional two sites are being planned in Tadjourah and Obock. Between 22-28 April, 3,681 migrants 
and travelers were sensitized on COVID-19 prevention measures at the flow monitoring points in Arta, 
Ali Sabieh, Dikhil and Tadjourah. Between 20 and 22 April outreach activities in the Dikhil region 
reached 1,030 host population and migrants.  

UNHCR and ONARS set up a virtual coordination platform for refugees and host communities to 
monitor the refugees’ situation in lien with the COVID-19 crisis. The 21 April floods caused damages to 
shelters and boreholes in the refugee villages of Holl-Holl and Ali Addeh. A total of 169 households 
were affected in Holl-Holl. The Direction Hydraulique Rurale and NRC are working together to repair 
the shelters and the boreholes damaged. UNHCR’s partner ICAN carried out an assessment to support 
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abandoned and separated children and is planning to do some distribution to families of identified 
vulnerable children next week.  

UNFD announced the establishment of remote services for victims of SGBV such as the toll-free hotline 
and the toll-free number. In addition, focal points in the field regularly report on the prevailing 
situation.  

SOCIOECONOMIC IMPACT – On 29 April, ILO published the third edition of the Monitor on the impact 
of COVID-19 on the world of work. The latest data reveal the devastating effect on workers in the 
informal economy and on hundreds of millions of enterprises worldwide. The continued sharp decline 
in working hours globally due to the COVID-19 outbreak means that 1.6 billion workers in the informal 
economy – nearly half of the global workforce – stand in immediate danger of having their livelihoods 
destroyed. (See this edition here).  

EDUCATION – The Ministry of Communications, through Djibouti Telecom, offered teachers free 
internet connection and telephone communication credit to facilitate their work and distance learning. 

UNICEF’s support to the Ministry of Education has led to a comprehensive e-learning national 
programme to maintain the continuity of education for the most vulnerable and for population with 
no access to digital resources or media. Additional funds mobilized through the Global Partnership of 
Education are available to support this very critical initiative. 

On 30 April, UNESCO, UNICEF, WFP and World Bank issued new guidelines on the safe reopening of 
schools amidst ongoing closures affecting nearly 1.3 billion students worldwide.  The guidelines offer 
practical advice for national and local authorities on how to keep children safe when they return to 
school. (See guidelines here).  

COMMUNICATIONS & ADVOCACY – All UN 
Agencies with online presence continue to 
support the governmental action to intensify 
misinformation tracking and mitigation through 
mass media and social media messaging 
(Facebook, twitter, Instagram). 

On 25 April, UNDP and UNICEF organized an 
online conference with CLE (Centre de 
leadership et de l’Entrepreneuriat) to promote 
through a live dialog, innovative and 
technological solutions in the fight against 
COVID19. (See event here) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Idyl MOUSSA IYE | UN Resident Coordinator’s Office | idyle.mousse@un.org 
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https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_743146.pdf
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000373348
https://www.facebook.com/591285667662653/videos/615320612530908/
file:///C:/Users/Dell/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/9YPHM34M/idyle.mousse@un.org

