
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• Some 5,031 cases of COVID-19 and 58 fatalities have been 

confirmed by authorities in Djibouti to date. The positivity 

rate is significantly lower (2%) this past week. Fatality rate 

remains significantly lower than neighbouring countries: 

1.1%.  

• New health protocols to accompany the border reopening 

mechanism were issued by the Ministry of Health. 

 

 

• SITUATION OVERVIEW  

• As of 23 July 2020, the Ministry of Health confirmed 5,031 cases of COVID-19 in Djibouti, with 58 
fatalities reported since the beginning of the pandemic. The progress of the epidemiological 
situation in Djibouti is very encouraging: during the last few weeks a significant drop in the number 
of positive cases identified every day and to single digit numbers over the last few days has been 
observed. The positivity rate went from 22% reported in previous situation report, to a 1-2% during 
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the past two weeks. The crude fatality rate also dropped from 8.8% (Week 26) to 0.0% in the past 
two weeks. While the number of cases in country dropped, several positive cases were reported 
among travelers coming to Djibouti through the recently resumed flights. High vigilance is required 
to ensure that all reported cases are quarantined effectively to avoid a new resurgence of 
community transmission. 

• On 16 July, the Ministry of Health issued a circular note on the reopening of borders, specifying 
the health protocols for passengers. Travelers coming to Djibouti by air/sea/land must be screened 
for COVID-19 upon arrival at ports of entry; carry the results of a COVID-19 screening test at the 
time of departure if required by the authorities of their country of destination; be equipped with 
protective masks at the time of departure or arrival at the points of entry; respect the physical 
distance of one meter, if possible, at all stages of the journey; carry a hydro-alcoholic gel 
throughout the trip. At Djibouti’s airports, railway stations and land borders, waiting, isolation 
zones and circulation areas are being set up for passengers, so to ensure that they are kept at a 
safe distance from one another and that their temperature is taken at an appropriate level. 

• On 14 July, the President of Djibouti participated in an IGAD summit.  He highlighted the challenge 
of Covid-19 for the IGAD member countries and shared the Djiboutian experience in regulating the 
multifaceted consequences of this pandemic. "The adoption, very early on, of an aggressive and 
ambitious strategy of rapid tests and treatments has, to date, enabled us to avoid the highly tragic 
consequences of this disease for which nothing has prepared us for the threats, be they human, 
social or economic," he said. He then showcased some measures put in place by Djibouti to 
minimize the economic and financial impact of COVID-19. He stressed that the confinement 
adopted has had "socio-economic consequences that have jeopardized the livelihoods of 
thousands of people, especially in the informal sector". "Faced with this difficult situation, the 
government has, among other things, put in place a compensatory indemnity for employees" he 
announced, reiterating his attachment to the principle of establishing an IGAD solidarity fund for 
the fight against the Coronavirus. Under the aegis of IGAD’s Executive Secretariat, regular meetings 
of the Ministers of Finance and Health of member states dedicated to achieving greater 
collaboration and solidarity in the fight against Covid-19 are taking place. 

• On 12 July, the Minister of Economy and Finance, chaired a consultation meeting with partners on 
the roadmap for recovery, and for the elaboration of the National Development Plan, with the 
participation of development partners and civil society. This roadmap was structured on the basis 
of a macro-economic assessment and a decentralized approach to health, social protection and 
budgetary support, to “leave no one behind”. 

• On 10 July, the President of the Republic of Djibouti and the Minister of Labour in charge of 
administrative reform, participated to ILO's virtual global summit on COVID-19 and the world of 
work - the largest ever online gathering of workers, employers and governments to discuss how to 
build back better in the post-pandemic recovery. This meeting allowed participants to exchange 
innovative ideas and discuss lessons learned from the COVID-19 in order to develop concrete plans 
to work together to implement a recovery that is job-rich, inclusive, equitable and sustainable. At 
this virtual meeting, the Minister of Labor delivered a statement on behalf of the African Group 
for the East African region through which he highlighted the urgent and immediate challenges in 
the world of work and the African responses that have proven effective, as well as the process of 
building back better. 

• On 18 July, the UN Secretary General delivered the 2020 Nelson Mandela Annual Lecture. Mr. 
Guterres began by noting that the COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted growing inequalities, and 
exposed the myth that everyone is in the same boat, because “while we are all floating on the 
same sea, it’s clear that some are in superyachts, while others are clinging to the drifting debris.” 
The world, he concluded, is at breaking point, and it is time for leaders to decide which path to 
follow. The choice presented by Mr. Guterres, is between “chaos, division and inequality”, or 
righting the wrongs of the past and moving forward together, for the good of all. (Click here to 
read the statement) 

https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2020-07-18/secretary-generals-nelson-mandela-lecture-%E2%80%9Ctackling-the-inequality-pandemic-new-social-contract-for-new-era%E2%80%9D-delivered
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2020-07-18/secretary-generals-nelson-mandela-lecture-%E2%80%9Ctackling-the-inequality-pandemic-new-social-contract-for-new-era%E2%80%9D-delivered


 

 

• PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE 

HEALTH –  UNICEF donated 25,000 masks and other infection prevention and control equipment for 
health workers in the country. Fifteen additional oxygen concentrators were made available to the 
Ministry of Health (MoH) for the management of COVID-19 cases and other emergencies requiring 
resuscitation - bringing the total number of oxygen concentrators supplied by UNICEF to 40 since the 
beginning of the pandemic. UNICEF is supporting the gradual and continuous adaptation of health and 
nutrition service provision to the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, with the aim of getting people 
back to using health facilities. 

On 14-15 July, IOM and the MoH 
organized a two-day training on Infection 
Prevention and Control (IPC) measures 
and compliance with the 2005 
International Health Regulations (IHR) at 
the points of entry along the terrestrial 
border. Some 21 point-of-entry 
officers (17 men, 4 women) were trained 
on best practices for Infection Prevention 
and Control measures as well as IHR. 
Participants from Civil Aviation, Customs, 
SSA, SMUR, Civil Protection, Air Force 
appreciated the simulation exercises 
during the training.  

IOM is supporting the Government in establishing COVID-19 screening spaces at border crossing. On 
17 July, the Minister of Interior and the Minister of Health and IOM visited Guelileh where it was 
agreed to build a permanent structure to conduct COVID-19 tests. 

On 15 July, UNHCR handed over to MoH, seven prefabricated structures, nine Covid-19 tents, a 
package of water and sanitation treatment, 50,000 gloves, two generators of 5 KVA, and one 
fluorescent microscope (led). Those items will increase the isolation and quarantine capacities in the 
three refugee villages. 

A 100% online hackathon was launched on 16-20 July to unearth Djiboutian young talents capable of 
proposing innovative solutions around information management, Geocoding, data mapping and 
visualization, risk communication and community engagement that can support the national response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The hackathon Djib'hack COVID19 was organized by the Center for 
Technology and Innovation for Development (CTID) in partnership with WHO, MoH, the Ministry of 
Social Affairs (MASS), and Djibouti Telecom. Some 29 participants benefited from mentoring sessions 
provided by 89 mentors in different fields such as health, education, logistics; social and solidarity 
economy as well as communication, data management, IT development, business coaching, marketing. 
A jury composed of high-level personalities such as the WHO Representative in Djibouti, the Secretary 
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General of the Ministry of Social Affairs and Solidarity, the Director of the Mobile Network-Djibouti 
Telecom and Director General of CTID examined the 18 projects qualified for the final phase. 
Responding creatively to the needs of MoH, the winning projects are data mapping, an application 
facilitating data collection, sensitization and care of COVID 19 patients and an application tracing 
medical history to facilitate medical appointments. While mainstreaming e-health on the national 
scale, these proposed platforms and applications enable youth to become lead actors of change. 

WASH – UNICEF’s partnership with national NGOs (CRD, WID, ADIM, ADSEG) for the promotion of 
hygiene practices continue, and made it possible to reach 696 additional people through interpersonal 
communication. Tthrough partnership with Djibouti-city hall and the Red Crescent Djibouti (CRD), 237 
hand washing stations with soap in public places in Djibouti City were installed. UNICEF also 
strengthened its partnership with CRD to include the management of water, hygiene and sanitation 
services in the temporary migrant camp of Aouarssa in Ali Sabieh region. On 19 July, WASH materials 
such as handwashing stations, soaps, javel, and buckets were donated for Guelileh and Loyada border 
posts as well as Ambouli International Airport in the framework of border reopening.  

UNICEF is purchasing a truck crane to support the Rural Hydraulic Steering (DHR) for the maintenance 
of water points in rural areas, guaranteeing better access to drinking water for the population, which 
is essential, especially in this context of response to COVID19. 

FOOD / FOOD SECURITY – WFP finalized the second two-month dispatch of food to the five 
regions, together with nutrition commodities targeting pregnant and lactating women and children 
under five within the scope of the malnutrition prevention linked to the COVID pandemic. The 
distribution of food vouchers to 488 households with a family member affected by the HIV/AIDS is 
ongoing. In collaboration with MASS, on top of its regular support to 4,000 households, WFP is 
continuing to provide food vouchers to 6,000 households affected by the socio-economic impact of 
the COVID19. A two-month food distribution to households whose farms and gardens were affected 
by the COVID-19 and the locust is also ongoing. UNICEF's contribution in the social sector has made it 
possible to reach a total of 1,200 households with cash transfer through the system set up by MASS. 

PROTECTION – On 10-20 July, IOM conducted COVID-19 awareness raising for 4,345 migrants and 
travelers at six flow monitoring points (FMPs) in: PK51, Arta region; Holl Holl and Guelileh, Ali Sabieh 
region; Yoboki, Dikhil region; and PK9, Tadjourah region and Obock region. On 10 July, 47 migrants in 
Obock town were assisted with food and NFI and hygiene kits. On 10 July, 60 migrants in Khor Angar 
received food and water. On 11 July, 30 migrants received food and water in Ras Bir. On 12 July, 291 
(245 male and 46 female) migrants received food and water in Obock town. On 14 July, 64 migrants 
received food in Obock town.  

On 15 and 16 July, IOM organized a training 
for 25 DTM (Displacement Tracking Matrix) 
agents. The objective of the training was to 
build the capacities of the agents on the 
collection of migration data and raise 
awareness of the prevention against COVID-
19. Agents are able to sensitize migrants and 
the population around the flow monitoring 
points, and identify the case that may fall 
under the mandate of the UNHCR and ONARS 
and refer it to the ONARS offices or the 
nearest UNHCR, and communicate in an adequate way with the migrants and the vulnerable people.  

The ongoing partnership between UNICEF and CARITAS makes it possible to provide alternative care 
(food, hygiene kits, health care, etc.) to street children, unaccompanied and/or separated children 
during this period of struggle against COVID19. 

As part of the community SGBV needs assessment, IOM and UNHCR jointly interviewed 10 migrants in 
the IOM Migrants Refuge Centre in Obock on 6-11 July.  
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The Presidential Decree No.137/2020/PR/MASS includes now the refugee population into the national 
register, a major advancement that paves the way to grant refugees access to social protection 
schemes, including the Health Social Assistance Program (Programme d’Assistance Sociale de Santé - 
PASS) and the National Family Solidarity Programme (Programme National de Solidarité Famille - 
PNSF). 

UNHCR signed on 19 July a partnership agreement with ADDS (Agence Djiboutienne de 
Développement Social) to launch the entrepreneurial project for the refugees in the three sites. This 
project with a budget of 435,000 USD aims to create economic opportunities for refugees and to build 
their skills. 

EDUCATION – UNICEF has supported the Ministry of National Education and Vocational Training 
(MENFOP) in the development of the back-to-school plan whose actions will soon be implemented in 
preparation for the start of the school year in September 2020. 

LOGISTICS – Despite the impact of the pandemic, supply chain service requests continue in support 
to both the Yemen and Djibouti operations. IOM Yemen stored 3.4MT/12m3 of medicines at the 
Humanitarian Logistics Base (HLB) temperature-controlled warehouse and has scheduled a final 
shipment of global fund mosquito netting for completion this week. The HLB received 17 pallets/1,277 
cartons of nutrition items (19.7MT/36.2m3) for Première Urgence - Aide Médicale Internationale 
(PUAMI) Yemen in the  temperature-controlled storage. For the Djibouti operation, 1.8MT/1.6m3 of 
ringer’s lactate solution of WHO were released from the HLB. A Service Level Agreement (SLA) was 
signed with UNHCR Djibouti for the long-term rental of 800 m2 storage space at the HLB, which is to 
be managed directly by UNHCR.  

The rollout of the Service Market Place, a One-Stop digital shop allowing the humanitarian community 
to request supply chain services, is operational. This tool will help increase the analytical capabilities 
incorporating data from other systems, as well as operational efficiencies; and has potential to 
optimize business management. It will help get better positioning and creation of synergies within UN 
system. The budgeting tool is currently under development by the Regional Bureau in Nairobi (RBN) 
and HQ teams. 

COMMUNICATION & ADVOCACY– Communication efforts of all UN agencies through social 
media have been intensified to encourage people to maintain the practice of barrier measures. 

On 21 July, the Prefect of Ali-Sabieh 
launched the cultural event "Talent 2020" in 
the refugee village of Ali-Addeh. “Talent 
2020” is a cultural event in the form of a 
competition that brings together refugee 
youth and that of the host community 
through dance and song. Initiated by 
Lutheran World Federation (LWF), it is part 
of the Comprehensive Refuge Response 
Framework (CRRF). This year the event aims 
to strengthen social cohesion, mental health 
and peaceful coexistence between the refugee population and the host community in the context of 
COVID-19. The selection of candidates began on July 22 in Ali-Sabieh; it will continue in Ali-Addeh and 
end in Holl Holl. The competition itself will start when a relevant number of applicants is reached. The 
first edition of “Talent” took place in 2018. 
 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Idyl MOUSSA IYE | UN Resident Coordinator’s Office | idyle.mousse@un.org 
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