
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• Some 4,599 cases of COVID-19 and 45 fatalities have been 
confirmed by authorities in Djibouti to date.  

• Significant decrease of the number of COVID-19 positive 
cases in the last two weeks, with higher number of severe 
and critical cases. 

• Fatality rate significantly lower than neighbouring 
countries: 1.2%.  

• Ease of the lockdown continues with the opening on 15 June 
of restaurants and cafés. 
 

 

• SITUATION OVERVIEW 

• As of 22 June,  the Ministry of Health confirmed 4,599 cases of COVID-19 in Djibouti, with 48 
fatalities reported since the beginning of the pandemic bringing the case fatality rate to 1%, which 
is significantly lower than the fatality rate in most neighboring countries.  
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• The epidemiological curve in Djibouti has shown a first wave that lasted 2 months (17 March – 17 
May) with a peak around end of April. This wave was characterized by a very low number of 
symptomatic cases (98% asymptomatic or pauci-symptomatic) and a very low Case Fatality Rate 
(CFR - 0.2%). A second wave started in mid-May and had a different epidemiologic profile, with 
3,144 cases reported between 17 May and 17 April and a peak on 27 May, with 229 cases 
confirmed. During the last month, the proportions of severe and critical cases have increased (up 
to 10% severe cases), and the CFR is significantly higher (1.2%). While more retroactive studies 
need to be performed to fully understand the underlying reasons for this change in the 
epidemiologic profile, it is noteworthy that the increase in the number of confirmed cases came 
after the health authorities performed a mass testing exercise in some neighborhoods of Djibouti 
town and in some  workplaces (ministries and public administrations, Djibouti Telecom, Electricity 
of Djibouti…). The increase in the symptomatic, severe and critical cases could also be explained 
by the less aggressive contact tracing, which led to a later cases notification, which in turn resulted 
in more time for affected people to develop symptoms and complications. To note that there are 
currently no active COVID-19 cases among the refugee population, after the last active case was 
tested negative and released on 7 June.  

• Restaurants and cafés are allowed to resume their activity since 15 June on condition that hand 
washing devices are installed, and physical distance is organized.  

• On June 4th the Ministry of Energy in charge of Natural Resources announced that more than 94% 
of domestic electricity subscriptions will benefit from a state support plan for bills issued during 
containment. This measure will reduce the bills of some 54,046 subscribers (about 400,000 people) 
by 30,000FDJ; and will help relieve the economic burden of most vulnerable households. 

• On 11 June, the Permanent Representative of Djibouti to the United Nations organized an online 
discussion on the role of Djibouti as a trade and humanitarian logistics base amid the COVID-19 
pandemic crisis, with the participation of the Port Authorities chairperson, of the former ECA 
Executive Secretary, of the UNRC, the WHO Representative, and the WFP Head of Supply Chain.  
The panel discussion shed the light on the critical role played by the country as a trade and 
humanitarian logistics base of the region. 

• On 9 June, for his latest policy brief on the pandemic, the United Nations Secretary-General (UNSG) 
focused on the need to safeguard everyone’s access to food and adequate nutrition: for now, and 
in the future. “Unless immediate action is taken, it is increasingly clear that there is an impending 
global food emergency that could have long term impacts on hundreds of millions of children and 
adults”, he said during the launch of the policy brief on food security. (See brief here) 

• On 11 June, at the meeting of the Global Investors for Sustainable Development Alliance, the UNSG 
called on the international community to build a fairer, greener and more resilient global economy 
that leaves no one behind. "With the world's fragilities and inequalities so painfully exposed, it is 
clear that we cannot simply rebuild the world as it was," he said, while talking about the impacts 
of the COVID-19 pandemic on the global community and the vision of rebuilding the post-
pandemic world. 

• PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE 

HEALTH – On 15 June, the Ministry of Health and WHO met to discuss the latest epidemiological 
developments and brainstorm on the strategic orientations to adopt for the response to COVID-19. 
The meeting agreed on the importance of  contact tracing around positive cases, as well as the 
decentralization of the testing sites; the need to reinforce case management in view of the significant 
increase in severe and critical cases in the country, with a focus on the vulnerable people and those 
preexisting medical conditions; and the importance of redoubling efforts around  risk communication 
at community level to strengthen  their role as  proactive actors  in the prevention and response to the 
pandemic. The UN joined hands around risk communication efforts, in support of the authorities, and 
UNICEF and WHO lead the efforts to finalize the MoH risk communication strategy and plan of action, 

https://www.un.org/en/coronavirus/we-need-act-now-avoid-worst-impacts-our-efforts-control-pandemic


 

 

which included téléthon and hackaton initiatives. In addition, WHO launched a risk communication 
campaign on social networks to address misinformation and rumors regarding COVID-19.  

WHO provided MoH with two all-terrain vehicles to 
facilitate transport of medical teams between Djibouti-
ville and the regions. UNICEF ordered 4,000 COVID-19 
test kits to reinforce the systematic screening of 
migrants in the temporary quarantine camp of Ali 
Sabieh. A micro-planning of immunization activities is 
under way to integrate the new WHO guidelines for 
such activities in the context of COVID-19. A technical 
meeting with the Minister of Health made it possible to 
better locate the gaps in the COVID response (PPE 
materials for health facilities, COVID test kits, 
laboratory equipment, IPC materials in health centres, 
capacity building of health providers, etc.) and to direct 
the resources already available to UNICEF towards 
reducing the gaps. 

UNFPA supported the reorganization of the general health care offer with a focus on reproductive 
health care (RH), which was launched at the level of 3 first line structures, namely the Dr Gouled, 
Warabalay and Hayablay health polyclinics as well as a reference hospital (Cheiko hospital in Balbala). 
UNFPA provided to these structures with protective equipment, hygiene and handwashing products 
along with containers for waste management. Community health workers (eight agents organized in 
two teams per polyclinic) have been deployed to polyclinics to provide referrals, raise awareness 
around the pandemic and ensure hand washing, wearing of masks at the entrance and social 
distancing. In addition, a grouping of posts aimed at integrating care and improving circuits is being set 
up with an information medium for reporting on these activities. 

UNFPA, with the participation of the national union of young sports leaders (UNJLS), has set up a youth 
brigade for the promotion of sexual and reproductive health of young people and adolescents to 
ensure the continuity of information, prevention and referral services during the COVID-19 period. This 
action deployed 20 focal points of the youth brigade. Over 1,000 people were reached through COVID-
19 sensitizations and mass awareness sessions on sexual and reproductive health of young people, 
through the dissemination of flyers. In addition, youth brigades distributed 1,000 masks and 100 seals 

in disadvantaged neighborhoods. 

On 9 June, the Central Purchasing Agency for Essential 
Drugs and Equipment (CAMME) received an  International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) donation of diagnostic 
equipment, with US funding, to strengthen the diagnostic 
capacity of the COVID19 at Bouffard Hospital.   

On 17 June, the European Union has announced a €60 
million package to help tackle the health and socio-
economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic in the region, 

in support of the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), in its mandate to coordinate 
national responses to the COVID-19 pandemic in the Horn of Africa. The programme will focus on 
vulnerable groups, including migrants, refugees, internally displaced persons and cross-border 
communities and deliver medical equipment, including more than 8.5 million items of personal 
protective equipment. It will also help ensure borders and critical supply chains are safe for trade and 
promote digital solutions to monitor the crisis. 

UNDP, though Global Fund, is working closely with the MoH strengthening health systems, supporting 
communities and ensuring continuity of essential health services. Volunteers from the ‘Network of 
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People Living with HIV’ are delivering antiretroviral medicines to people who are unable to leave their 
homes. Because of stigma, many patients do not attend a health facility close to their home for fear of 
being recognized. Following the establishment of the confinement measures, disruptions to public 
transport mean it can be difficult for some patients to reach health facilities. UNDP provided the 
network with IT equipment and dedicated resources for legal support, through a lawyer that will 
support people living with HIV reporting human rights violations to the network. 

In response to the high number of malaria cases in the country, particularly in Djibouti City, UNDP and 
IOM supported the national malaria control programme of the Ministry of Health with the first 
distribution of 1,000 mosquito nets in the Oued district of Ambouli for the benefit of migrants and the 
host population on 9 June. In order to raise awareness of the importance of handwashing as part of 
the fight against COVID-19, 12 handwashing stations were also donated during this exercise.  
On 5-14 June, IOM sensitized 7,167 people to the risks of COVID-19 through its network of population 
monitoring points located at PK51, Holl-Holl, Guelileh, Yoboki, PK9, and Obock. 
On 15-16 June, IOM conducted an 
awareness raising activity on COVID-19 in 
Amharic, Oromo and Tigrigna languages for 
truckers at resting sites in Ali Sabieh, set up 
handwashing sites in rest areas, as well as 
spraying agents to disinfect places such as 
restaurants, hotels, hospitality houses and 
trucks. 
In response to the Covid 19 health crisis, 
which reduced the capacity to respond and 
address GBV, UNFPA has been working 
since the beginning of the crisis to 
strengthen the continuity of reproductive health services availability, including the medical 
management of GBV and the scaling up of GBV data availability. In that regard, UNFPA launched a 
series of meetings with the Directorate of Mother and Child Health to define a capacity building action 
plan for the availability of GBV management services, and to ensure the traceability of data on GBV 
cases received in health facilities, both in polyclinics and in referral health facilities (Dar al Hanan 
Maternity Hospital and Balbala Hospital).  

WASH – The temporary water, hygiene and sanitation services initially set up in the quarantine camp 
for migrants and road travelers in the Ali Sabieh region are gradually being replaced by UNICEF with 
permanent facilities. The camp has already been hosting more than 600 people per week since it 
opened, and hygiene promotion activities are being intensified. In addition, on 7-8 June, ONARS 
supervised with UNHCR the general cleaning activities of Markazi village carried out by the Rural 
Hydraulics Directorate (Direction de l'hydraulique rurale). Operations ensured the respect of barrier 
gestures against COVID-19 and the strict application of hygiene measures. 
Some 1,098 people were reached by a mass sensitization on safe physical behaviors (such as 
handwashing) supported by UNICEF and partnering network of NGOs (CRD, WID, ADIM, ADSEG), 
through community engagement and door-to-door activities, 534 people were engaged and 15 of 
them provided feedbacks.  

FOOD / FOOD SECURITY –   WFP and UNHCR, in coordination with ONARS, finalized the in-kind and 
cash food distribution to 21,000 refugees and asylum seekers at the Markazi, Holl Holl and Ali Addeh 
settlements. WFP also provided two-month food assistance (May and June) to ensure social distancing 
during distributions and reduce COVID-19 propagation risk. At the request of ONARS, WFP Djibouti has 
also provided a food assistance 528 migrants in Migrants Response Centers in collaboration with IOM 
in May.  

As part of the Multipurpose Cash pilot in the Markazi refugee settlement, WFP launched, at the end of 
May, a study on the COVID-19 impact on market functionalities in Markazi and Obock. This study 
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targeted 22 retailers, or 50% of local traders who provide essential products. WFP also delivered food 
to 48 schools in the framework of the school meals programme. The Ministry of Education and 
Vocational trainings (MENFOP) maintained the school canteens functional in order to provide meals 
to the school children until June 2020. 

On 11 June, in collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture, WFP and FAO have launched an impact 
assessment of locusts in the agricultural livelihood zones of Djibouti to provide a list of gardens 
impacted by the locust invasion as well as the April 2020 flooding. 

UNICEF's support to the cash transfer system to vulnerable households over a three-month period was 
extended to 700 new households, bringing the total number of families covered to 1,290 out of the 
5,000 targeted. 

PROTECTION – On 13 June, 228 migrants arrived at the Ali Sabieh quarantine site where they were 
registered and received non-food items (NFI). On 11 June, IOM distributed NFI and hygiene kits to 124 
migrants who had arrived in Obock a few days earlier from Yemen. At the request of the Ethiopian 
Embassy, IOM has registered - from 8 to 11 June - 50 migrants currently stranded in Dikhil who wish 
to return to their home country.  
In Markazi, from 9 to 11 June, ONARS carried out a kerosene distribution for two consecutive months 
(May-June) in favor of 323 families (1,017 individuals).   
UNICEF continues its partnership with Caritas to ensure that unaccompanied and/or separated street 
children and children on the move benefit from a basic package of social services, including food 
distribution, hygiene kits/services, family reunification, health care and para-counselling. 
As a continuation of its protection activities, on 4 June, UNHCR advocated for the release of 14 male 
refugees (4 Ethiopians and 10 Somalis) and one woman and five children detained at the Nagad Police 
Academy in Djibouti City. The woman and children (whose status was withheld for lack of identity 
documents) were arrested for begging, while the men were rounded up during a routine police check. 
These individuals from Djibouti-ville, Ali-Addeh and Holl-Holl were released by the Police Academy 
following this UNHCR intervention. Protection monitoring will allow the situation of each concerned 
refugee to be assessed. 
In collaboration with the University of Djibouti and IRICA, UNFPA supported a study on the gender 
impact of COVID19 to understand the gendered effects of Covid-19 and the health and socio-economic 
consequences of the pandemic on women. 

EDUCATION – The COVID-19 crisis led to the establishment of a new educational formats by MENFOP: 
after the distribution of the self-learning manuals to refugee students in the region of Ali Sabieh three 
weeks ago, students in grades 1 to 3 were able to follow one week of facilitation at the school while 
respecting the preventive measures advised by the Ministry of Health. According to MENFOP, self-
learning manuals for pupils of the other classes were sufficient and made their presence in class 
unnecessary. 
The COVID education sector response plan developed with UNICEF’s technical support enabled the 
country to mobilize US$5 million through the World Bank and GPE. 

LOGISTICS – During the last two weeks, WFP received six new supply chain service requests on behalf 
of five U.N partners (WHO Djibouti, FAO Yemen, UNICEF Yemen, UNDP Yemen, UNHCR Djibouti). 

 



 

 

SOCIOECONOMIC IMPACT– To involve young 
people in innovations for the COVID-19 
response, UNICEF and UNDP have joined forces 
to launch a COVID-19 Youth Challenge. A total of 
82 submissions were received and 4 received 
cash prizes to help them develop their products 
and ideas. Products included the manufacture of 
masks, hand sanitizers, door openers and a solar 
powered hand washing system. 

As part of UNDP's global call for solidarity, UNDP 
Djibouti launched a participatory fundraising 
campaign entitled "Rising Djibouti" to help 
women and men in Djibouti overcome the 
COVID-19 pandemic and recover. This campaign 
aims to mobilize resources and allocate micro-grants to 30,000 underprivileged households to bounce 
forward. The campaign will also give stimulus packages to 15,000 micro or small business owners to 
reinvigorate the local economy. Activities forecasted include equipment and production materials 
distribution to 20,000 self-employed workers to ensure the sustainability of their businesses. 
Moreover, micro-grants will be offered to 100 local associations to support their communities. This 
campaign mobilizes not only financial resources, but also seeks to raise awareness and boost solidarity 
among the national and international communities. (See webpage here). On 8 June the Djibouti 
Chamber of Commerce and the French Embassy signed a financing agreement for the project to 
strengthen the capacity of international trade actors (PRCC). A total amount of 250,000 euros, 
reallocated from the funds of the Capacity Building Project (PRCC) will help mitigate the effects of the 
health crisis on small and medium enterprises on the one hand and, on the other, facilitate the 
resumption of activities following the deconfinement decided by the Djiboutian government a 
fortnight ago. 

COMMUNICATION & ADVOCACY–Communication efforts of all UN agencies through social media 
have been intensified to encourage people to maintain the practice of barrier measures.  

UNESCO has provided technical support to the Association des journalists to disseminate of high-
quality, broadcast ready, and copyright free audios on COVID-19 pandemic, as part of support to the 
media sectors response to the pandemic in Djibouti. These audios have been be translated into Arabic 
and Somali languages and distributed through media networks for re-broadcast to audiences in local 
communities. (Click here to hear the copyright-free audios produced by UNESCO) 

 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Idyl MOUSSA IYE | UN Resident Coordinator’s Office | idyle.mousse@un.org 
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https://give.undp.org/campaign/rising-djibouti/c286794
https://en.unesco.org/covid19/communicationinformationresponse/audioresources
file:///C:/Users/Dell/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/9YPHM34M/idyle.mousse@un.org
https://give.undp.org/campaign/rising-djibouti/c286794

