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Eastern Africa host to 8.52 million displaced people 
As of October 2012, there were 8,515,310 people displaced in Burundi, (eastern) DRC, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
Kenya, Rwanda, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, Tanzania, and Uganda.  Of these, 2,041,675 are refugees and 
6,473,635 are internally displaced persons (IDPs). Starting August 2012, the coverage of this report has been 
extended to include Sudan and South Sudan, which as of the end of September 2012 were host to an estimated 
1,935,000 IDPs and 349,000 refugees.1  

IDPs in the region are mainly a result of internal armed conflicts and insecurity. Additionally, some IDPs result from 
various difficult climatic conditions such as flooding, drought and landslides. These IDPs are usually temporary and 
their estimates were not readily available. DRC, Somalia and Sudan host the highest number of IDPs at 2.43 
million, 1.36 million and 1.77 million people, respectively. Since April, frequent and widespread fighting in eastern 
DRC has pushed thousands to leave their homes, especially in North Kivu Province. An estimated 400,000 people 
were displaced internally in DRC, while another 80,000 people were compelled to flee into Burundi, Uganda, and 
Rwanda in the past six months. IDP figures in Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda and Somalia remain unchanged as no new 
verification of the population was undertaken during the reporting period. Significant progress has however been 
made in the protection and resettlement of IDPs in Kenya and Uganda.  

 

IDP distribution in eastern Africa        Refugees distribution in eastern Africa 

 
 

 
 

 

The largest number of refugees in the region are hosted by Kenya, mostly in Dadaab and Kakuma. By the end of 
September 2012, Kakuma refugee camp surpassed its capacity. On 24 May, UNHCR Kenya strengthened its 
capacity in Dadaab area by opening the Alinjugur office to host Somali refugees. Food insecurity and generalized 
insecurity resulting from the protracted conflict in Somalia has forced more than one million Somalis to live in 
prolonged refugee conditions across the region, including in Yemen. The security situation in DRC and Somalia 
remains volatile hence a high likelihood of an increase in the refugee influx from these two countries. 

Ethiopia and Tanzania each host more than 300,000 registered refugees. In August 2012, Tanzania declared the 
end of refugee status for 37,582 Burundians, and has set a deadline for their repatriation by 31 December 2012. In 
DRC, a cessation clause for Angolan refugees entered into force on 30 June. UNHCR has in effect resumed a 
voluntary repatriation for Angolan refugees displaced during the war of independence from Portugal and 
subsequent civil war that ended in 2002. 

                                                      
 
1 Sudan and South Sudan host an estimated 142,000 and 179,000 refugees and 1.77 million and 207,000 IDPs, respectively.   
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IDPs in eastern Africa, March-September 2012 (‘000s)          Refugees in eastern Africa, March-September 2012 (‘000s) 

  
 

With the rising number of refugees across the region, a number of new refugee sites and camps were established 
including in Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda and Uganda.  

Breakdown of refugees by country of origin is displayed in the Annex to this report. 
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Analysis by Country 

Burundi 

Internally Displaced Persons  

According to a country-wide IDP profiling exercise, conducted by the Government of Burundi in 2012, there are 
over 78,000 IDPs living in 120 sites across the country. The IDP cluster, co-chaired by the Ministry of Solidarity and 
UNHCR, is in the process of devising a reintegration strategy to address the needs identified during the profiling 
exercise. The final report of the profiling exercise is in the process of validation. 

Burundi has continued to experience systematic IDP returns in light of positive socio-political and security 
developments in the country. Most humanitarian actors, including donors, are currently in the process of bridging 
their emergency work with development programmes through the Linking Relief, Rehabilitation and Development 
approach.  

The Government of Burundi, in collaboration with the Government of Tanzania, UNHCR and other humanitarian 
partners is facilitating the return of some 37,582 Burundians from Tanzania following the cessation of their refugee 
status on 1 August. The refugees who fled civil war in Burundi in the 1990s and beyond have been verified as 
being able to return home in safety and dignity, in light of the developments in Burundi.   

Since the orderly returns commenced on 31 October 2012, a total of 6,230 former Burundian refugees have been 
assisted by UNHCR and partners to return and start their reintegration in Burundi. The main locations of return are: 
Nyanza-lac, Rumonge, Giharo and Gisuru. 

  

IDP trends  

March 2012 

78,7962 
 
 

September 2012 

78,9483 
  

Increased by 152 (0.2%) 

(Sep ’10 – Sep ’12)

 
 

Refugees  

Burundi is host to some 51,365 refugees and asylum seekers, of whom 49 per cent (25,218 people) reside in 
refugee camps in Ruyigi, Muyinga, Ngozi and Butare, while the rest (26,147 people) live in urban areas. An 
estimated 10,000 asylum seekers are also registered with UNHCR.  

Refugees of Congolese origin constitute 98 per cent (50,198 people) of the persons of concern in Burundi. Since 
January 2012, Burundi has registered some 6,000 Congolese refugees, majority of whom (4,887 refugees) 
originate from South Kivu Province. The Congolese influx has put severe strain on the existing refugee camps, with 
for instance Bwagizira camp in Ruyigi exceeding its capacity of 8,000 people by more than 2,000 people at the end 
of September.  

According to UNHCR, the reasons for flight from South Kivu vary, ranging from insecurity due to clashes between 
armed groups in the Uvira and Fizi districts, to tensions exacerbated by conflict between the Barundi and the 
Bafuliro communities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
 
2 UNHCR Bujumbura: Interim statistics by the Government of Burundi Working Group on IDPs (GTPDI), 2012 
3 UNHCR Burundi: Final statistics of the GTPDI  profiling exercise, Aug 2012 
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Refugee trends in Burundi 

March 2012 
37,2264 

September 2012 
41,3655 

 
Increased by 4,139 (11%) 

 (Sep ’10 – Sep ’12) Refugee breakdown by country 
of origin

 

Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) 

Internally Displaced Persons6  
Over the past six months, the IDP 
population in DRC has increased by over 
400,000 people. The biggest increases 
were recorded in North Kivu and 
Katanga Provinces.  Since April, fighting 
between the national army and armed 
groups in North Kivu has pushed 
thousands to leave their homes. Masisi 
remains the most affected territory with 
around 32 per cent of the IDPs, followed 
by the territories of Lubero with 26 per 
cent and Walikale with 20 per cent. 

South Kivu remains home to the largest 
IDP population with over 844,000 IDPs at the end of September. Some 74,900 people were displaced for the first 
time during the third quarter of 2012. These were victims of clashes between the National Army (FARDC) and 
armed groups as well as of fighting between armed groups in the areas of Fizi, Shabunda, Kalehe. Kalehe is the 
most affected territory with over 413,000 IDPs. 

Katanga has witnessed a three-fold increase of its IDP population with over 224,000 IDPs on 30 September. These 
movements resulted from the deterioration of the security situation following clashes between the FARDC and 
armed groups in the centre of the province, especially in the territories of Malemba Nkulu, Manono, Mitwaba and 
Pweto. Humanitarian access to the displaced population is limited due to insecurity and lack of transport 
infrastructure in the affected zones. 

The IDP number in Orientale Province is close to 500,000 IDPs. A slight increase was recorded in Ituri District due 
to insecurity caused by the Mai-Mai Simba armed group in June and July 2012. Attacks by the Lord’s Resistance 
Army (LRA) in the Province have progressively reduced since early 2012. Partners have reported 43 presumed 
LRA attacks between July and September 2012 compared to 92 attacks between January and March 2012 and 62 
attacks between April and June 2012. 70 per cent (about 347,000 individuals) of the total IDP population in 
Orientale Province is presumed to be LRA-induced. Return movements in most provinces are still marginal as the 
security situation remains volatile. 

 

IDP trends 

March 2012 

2,017,898 
September 2012 

2,435,351 
 

Increased by 417,453 (21%) 

(Sep ’10 – Sep ’12) 

 

                                                      
 
4 UNHCR Operation in Burundi, Factsheet, 30 March 2012, planning figures for Burundi, at http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-
bin/texis/vtx/page?page=49e45c056&submit=GO  
5 UNHCR Operation in Burundi, Factsheet, 30 August 2012. Figure does not include an estimated 10,000 asylum seekers in Burundi. 
6 OCHA DRC, “RDC Synthese IDPs au 30 Septembre 2012’’, 31 Oct 2012 

51

0

20

40

60

Sep-10 Sep-12

T
h
o
u
s
a
n
d
s

DRC 
40,538

Rwanda
749

Others 
78

2,435

1,500
1,700

1,900
2,100

2,300
2,500

Sep-10 Sep-12

T
h
o
u
s
a
n
d
s

Province  Number of IDPs 

 March 2012 September 
2012 

Trends 

North Kivu   547,949 772,459 224,510 

South Kivu                                856,162 844,737 -11,425 

Orientale (Ituri, Haut Uélé, 
Bas-Uélé)  466,637 497,568 30,931 

Katanga  71,692 224,084 152,392 

Equateur 8,558 7,033 -1,525 

Maniema 66,900 89,470 22,570 

TOTALS 2,017,898 2,435,351 417,453 
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Refugees  

DRC is host to some 141,008 refugees and asylum seekers. The decrease of about 6,800 people is largely due to 
ongoing returns among the Rwandan and Angolan refugees in DRC. The Government estimates that there are 
some 52,443 Rwandan refugees in DRC. Since January, over 9,000 Rwandan refugees have returned home. DRC 
is also host to some 9,376 Burundian refugees.   

UNHCR and partners are in the process of finding durable solutions for the 71,815 Angolan refugees, who 
constitute 51 per cent of the entire refugee population in DRC. Following a sustained period of peace and stability 
in Angola, group refugee status for Angolan refugees in the region was ceased on 30 June.  Most of the Angolan 
refugees in the region were displaced during the country's 1965-75 war of independence from Portugal and 
subsequent civil war that ended in 2002. Currently, some 120,000 Angolans remain in exile, with the largest 
refugee populations in DRC (81,000) and Zambia (23,000). DRC has repatriated some 17,111 Angolan refugees 
between 4 November 2011 and 30 June 2012, 15,000 of whom were repatriated in 2012 alone.  

The repatriation programme continues however to be hampered by logistical problems, funding issues and bad 
weather conditions, which have damaged bridges and made road conditions difficult. UNHCR is working with host 
governments to consider local integration options for those refugees who do not choose to return, in particular 
those with strong ties to their country of asylum, having lived outside Angola for decades. Some 51,000 people in 
the DRC have said they did not want to repatriate. 

 
Refugee trends in DRC 

March 2012 
147,8127 

September  2012 
141,0088 

Decreased by 6,804 (4.6%) 

(Sep ’10 – Sep ’12) Refugee breakdown by country 
of origin 

 

Djibouti 

Internally Displaced Persons  

There are no IDPs reported in Djibouti. 

Refugees 

Individuals of Somali origin constitute 95 per cent (17,688 persons) of the refugees in Djibouti. The reasons for their 
flight range from fear of insecurity and violence in south central Somalia to loss of livelihoods due to drought, and 
inability to engage in sustainable income generating activities due to rampant insecurity. However, UNHCR reports 
that the rate of new Somali arrivals in Djibouti has decreased in 2012. Only 2,313 refugees were registered 
between January and September 2012 compared to the same period in 2011 when 4,454 individuals were 
registered.  
 
Until June 2012, refugees and asylum seekers in Djibouti were hosted in Ali Addeh camp and in urban areas in 
Djibouti town. At the end of September, Ali Addeh was host to some 16,778 individuals. The opening of the Holl-
Holl refugee camp on 4 June 2012 helped decongest Ali Addeh, which had exceeded its capacity of 7,000 by early 
2012. Relocation of refugees to Holl-Holl camp hosting some 1,094 individuals is ongoing. Djibouti is also host to 
some 2,774 asylum seekers.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
 
7 UNHCR Operation in DRC, Fact Sheet, 31 March 2012 
8 UNHCR Operation in DRC, Fact Sheet, 30 September 2012 
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Refugee trends in Djibouti 

March 2012 
20,3619 

September 2012 
18,65810 
 
Decreased by 1,703 (8.4%) 

(Sep ’10 – Sep ’12) 

 
 

 

Refugee breakdown by country of 
origin 

 

Eritrea 

Internally Displaced Persons  

There are no IDPs reported in Eritrea. 

Refugees 

As at the end of September, Eritrea was host to 4,796 refugees. Somalis constitute the majority (4,670 individuals) 
of the refugees in Eritrea and are hosted at Emkulu refugee camp. The rest of the refugees are  of Ethiopian and 
Sudanese origin and are hosted at Elit Camp. A verification exercise for the Somalia caseload is ongoing.  
 
Refugee trends 

March 2012 
4,83111 

September 2012 
4,79612 
 
Decreased by 35 (0.7%)  

(Sep ’10 – Sep ’12) Refugee breakdown by country 
of origin 

 

Ethiopia 

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) 

No official verification of the IDP population has been conducted in Ethiopia. As in previous reports, reference is 
made to the estimated figure of 300,000 reported by the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC), which 
further notes that "information on the scale of the displacement and the ongoing situation of IDPs...remain[s] 
difficult to obtain due to restrictions on access." However, armed conflict and localized episodes of violence 
continue to be understood as major causes of displacement, especially in Gambella, Somali and southern Oromia 
Regions of Ethiopia. For example, in late July 2012, localized inter-communal conflict in the Moyale area, which 
straddles the regional border between Oromia and Somali Regions and lies alongside the international border with 
Kenya, temporarily displaced approximately 41,000 persons (26,000 in Oromia Region and 15,000 in Somali), 
according to a rapid assessment led by the Government's Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector in 
September 2012. Temporary displacements related to natural hazards, particularly flooding, are also common, 
although no estimates are available. 

IDP trends 

March 2012 

300,000 – 350,00013 
September 2012 

Undetermined14  
 

                                                      
 
9 UNHCR Operation in Djibouti, Factsheet, 1 March 2012 
10 UNHCR Operation in Djibouti, Factsheet, 1 October 2012 
11 UNHCR Operation in Eritrea, Factsheet, Feb - Mar 2012 
12 UNHCR Operation in Eritrea, September 2012 
13 IDMC Global Overview 2011 on  www.internal-displacement.org 
14 IDMC Global Overview 2011-No Change 
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Refugees  

Refugees in Ethiopia are mainly hosted in refugee camps, including in the Somali Region (Somalis), Tigray 
(Eritreans), Beneshangul Gumuz (Sudanese) and Gambella (South Sudanese). There are also a small number of 
urban refugees in Addis Ababa (4,135 people). Approximately 58 per cent of the 367,832 registered refugees in 
Ethiopia are from Somalia with about 212,000 people registered at the end of September. The Somali refugee 
population increased by 19,947 people between March and September with the ongoing influx largely attributed to 
continued food insecurity and instability in Somalia. The Ethiopian Government has endorsed the opening of a sixth 
camp in southern Somali Region, to be located between the town of Kole and Kobe refugee camp, some 54 km 
north of Dollo Ado town. 

Other major refugee populations in Ethiopia include: 91,282 people (25 per cent) from Sudan and South Sudan;15 
60,793 people (17 per cent) from Eritrea; and 4,059 people (including 2,895 Kenyans) mainly from the Great Lakes 
region and Yemen. The number of Sudanese refugees has increased by 14,085 since January. Most of them are 
coming from Blue Nile State, which has been affected by conflict between the Sudanese Armed Forces and 
Sudanese Peoples Liberation Army (SPLA)-North, since September 2011. Several thousand Lou Nuer from Jonglei 
State, South Sudan, were reported to have crossed into Wanthowa woreda of Gambella Region, Ethiopia, fleeing 
inter-clan raiding and conflict between February and May.  4,000 refugees from this caseload have been relocated 
to Fugnido camp, bringing the camp population to approximately 29,000 while an estimated 20,000 refugees 
remain in the host community in Wanthowa woreda.  

Meanwhile, with the relocation of nearly 10,500 refugees from the overcrowded transit centre at Adimazine to the 
new Bambasi camp, the transit centre was closed definitively in August 2012. In total, some 12,191 refugees were 
in Bambasi camp by the end of September. 

 
Refugee trends in Ethiopia  

March 2012 
308,31316 

September 2012 

367,83217
 

 
Increased by 59,519 (10%) 

(Sep ’10 – Sep ’12) Refugee breakdown by country 
of origin 

 

Kenya  

Internally Displaced Persons  

The Parliament of Kenya passed the Prevention, Protection and Assistance to Internally Displaced Persons and 
Affected Communities Bill, 2012 (IDP Bill) on 4 October. The Bill seeks to provide legal protection for citizens 
displaced in Kenya due to violence, disaster or development projects. The law further provides for a rights-based 
response to internal displacement and imposes an obligation on everyone involved in the protection and assistance 
to IDPs to act in accordance with the Great Lakes Protocol and International Guiding Principles on Internal 
Displacement. IDPs in Kenya have for a long time encountered deplorable living conditions in camps and lack of 
compensation for lost property and livelihoods. Adequate funding and goodwill remains key in ensuring that the 
provisions of the IDP Bill are implemented effectively. 

The Government of Kenya, through the Ministry of State for Special Programmes (MoSSP) has made significant 
progress towards addressing internal displacement in Kenya. This includes the adoption of the IDP Bill; the 
establishment of an institutional focal point on internal displacement; and facilitation of return and resettlement of 
the post-2007 election violence (PEV) IDPs.  

The PEV resulted in displacement of 663,921 people. Of these, 350,000 people sought refuge in 118 camps in 
Kenya, 313,921 people were integrated in communities countrywide, while 640 households took refuge in Uganda. 
So far, 424 households (approximately 2,120 people) have returned to Kenya, leaving a balance of 216 households 
(approximately 1,080 people) still in Uganda. 

                                                      
 
15 Note, some 26,024 refugees from Sudan remained in Ethiopia prior to the July 2011 separation between Sudan and South Sudan (UNHCR Ethiopia, “Population 
of Concern: Statistical Report, 30 June 2011). 
16 UNHCR Ethiopia, “Population of Concern: Statistical Report”, 31 March 2012 
17 UNHCR Ethiopia, “Population of Concern: Statistical Report”, 30 September 2012 
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Since April, the Government has increased its efforts in fast tracking the resettlement of the remaining 4,481 
households affected by the PEV and 5,710 households comprising forest evictees, registered in March. The 2,593 
Turkanas who are among the PEV IDPs are being resettled on some 1,404 acres of land donated by the County 
Council of Turkana and Municipal Council of Lodwar. 

Inter-communal conflicts, especially in north-eastern Kenya and Tana River County in south-eastern Kenya also 
resulted in significant internal displacements. In August, more than 12,000 people were displaced and about 116 
people killed in Tana River district during what was widely seen as a dispute over water and land between 
members of the Pokomo and Orma communities. However, some analysts linked this to political differences 
following disagreements over the ongoing boundary demarcation process where some villages and locations have 
been shifted into different constituencies, against the wishes of the residents.   

Additionally, during the Long Rains Season in March-June, floods and landslides resulted in the displacement of an 
estimated 110,000 people, according to rapid protection assessments conducted by the Kenya National 
Commission on Human Rights (KNCHR).18 Worst affected were Tana River, Nyanza, Rift Valley, Coast and parts 
of Central and Coast Provinces. Actual statistics for each region were however not readily available. 

 

IDP trends in Kenya 

March 2012 

309,20019 
 

September 2012 

309,20020 
 

No Update 

(Sep ’10 – Sep ’12) 

 

 

Refugees 

As of 30 September, Kenya was host to some 586,068 registered refugees. The majority of the refugees (464,662 
individuals) are hosted in the Dadaab refugee camps, while the rest are hosted in Kakuma (74,839 individuals) and 
in different urban locations in Nairobi (46,567 individuals). Kenya is also host to some 44,029 asylum seekers. 
Refugees originating from Somalia constitute 91 per cent (532,277 individuals) of the refugees in Kenya and also 
form the majority of the refugees in Dadaab complex. Despite the closure of the Kenya-Somalia border, the 
Somalia caseload has increased by about 12,000 people in the last six months. Registration of new arrivals in 
Dadaab remains suspended since October 2011 when the Government halted the process due to increased 
insecurity in the area.  

On 24 May, UNHCR Kenya opened Alinjugur office, in Fifi district, in Dadaab. The Alinjugur office will specifically 
cover Hagadera and Kambioss sites that host some 150,000 Somali refugees. Its proximity to the Dadaab camps 
will increase the field presence and facilitate operations for UNHCR and other humanitarian organizations in the 
area.  

Kakuma refugee camp surpassed its capacity of 100,000 individuals21 at the end of July. By the end of September, 
Kakuma was host to some 102,504 residents of whom 74,839 are refugees, while the rest are asylum seekers.  
UNHCR reports that over 13,000 new individuals have been registered in the camp in 2012. The majority of the 
refugees in Kakuma (48,762) are from Somalia, while most of the asylum seekers (16,585) are from South Sudan's 
Jonglei State and Sudan's South Kordofan. In view of the ongoing instability and conflict in Sudan and South 
Sudan, there is a high likelihood that more asylum seekers will make their way to Kakuma by year end.  

Significant numbers of people from Burundi, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia and Somalia have also 
sought asylum in Kakuma this year.  UNHCR and partners have raised concern over the potential for conflict as the 
host communities compete for scarce resources and basic facilities, including water and accommodation, with the 
refugees. New arrivals are currently being settled within existing settlements as UNHCR and partners continue to 
discuss with the Government of Kenya the possibility of establishing a second camp in a potential site identified 35 
kilometres from Kakuma.  The population increase in Kakuma is particularly worrying as Kakuma had been 
previously considered for the relocation and decongestion of Dadaab refugee camp that is currently holding more 
than 470,000 individuals - three times its original capacity. Besides chronic overcrowding, security remained a 
major challenge in Dadaab, with the last six months witnessing an increase in threats and actual attacks from 

                                                      
 
18 KNCHR, IDP Project, Quarterly Progress Report, 2011/2012 Financial Year: Fourth Quarter: April-June 2012 
19 OCHA Eastern Africa, Nairobi, Kenya (figure includes a protracted caseload of about 250,000 IDPs countrywide, yet to be verified) 
20 No updates were shared at time of printing this report hence reference to the March figures.  
21 Figure consists of both refugees and asylum seekers. Currently there are 74,839 registered refugees and 44,029 asylum seekers in Kakuma. 
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improvised explosive devices, kidnappings, vehicle hijackings and banditry, thus restricting the scale of field 
operations. Disease outbreaks and seasonal flooding make the situation in Dadaab even more complex. 

 

Refugee trends in Kenya 

March 2012 
572,09422 

September 2012 
586,06823 

 
Increased by 13,974 (2.4%) 

(Sep ’10 – Sep ’12) Refugee breakdown by country 
of origin 

 

Rwanda 

Internally Displaced Persons  

There are no IDPs reported in Rwanda. 

 

Refugees 

On 27 August, the Ministry of Disaster Management and Refugee Affairs of Rwanda, in collaboration with the 
Departments of Immigration/Emigration, UNHCR and WFP, released the results of the countrywide refugee 
registration and verification exercise initiated in 2011. According to UNHCR, the exercise that was conducted using 
biometrics and finger-printing will ensure that all partners have access to updated, accurate and detailed 
information on all refugees. The results also reflect the protection needs of the vulnerable population. Of the 57,728 
refugees in Rwanda, more than 99 per cent (57,216 individuals) are from DRC, with the majority having lived in 
Rwanda for over 17 years.  

Repatriation of Congolese refugees from Rwanda continued to be threatened by the renewed conflict in eastern 
DRC. On 2 June, the Government of Rwanda re-opened Kigeme camp, which was previously host to Burundian 
refugees, to accommodate the new influx from eastern DRC, following renewed conflict in April 2012.  As of the 
end of September 2012, the Kigeme camp, located in Southern Province, was host to some 14,000 refugees from 
eastern DRC. The situation in DRC remains volatile hence a high likelihood of more displacements. 

 

Refugee trends 

March 2012 
XXX24 

September 2012 
57,72825 

 

Increased by 1,548 (3%) 

(Sep ’10 – Sep ’12) 

 

Refugee breakdown by country of 
origin

 

 

 

 
                                                      
 
22 UNHCR, Branch Office for Kenya, Nairobi, Statistical Summary, Refugees and Asylum Seekers, 31 March 2012 
23 UNHCR, Branch Office for Kenya, Nairobi, Statistical Summary, Refugees and Asylum Seekers, 30 September 2012 
24 UNHCR Operation in Rwanda, Factsheet, 29 February 2012 (previously reported figure of 56,180 refugees has been revised following the completion of the 
Government verification exercise in August.    
25 UNHCR Rwanda, October 2012 

586

0

200

400

600

800

Sep-10 Sep-12

T
h
o
u
s
a
n
d
s

Somalia
532,277

Ethiopia 
23,732

South 
Sudan 
19,600

Others 
10,459

58

54

56

58

Sep-10 Sep-12

T
h
o
u
s
a
n
d
s

DRC 
57,216

Burundi 
& 

Others 
512



Displaced Populations Report #12 (March - September 2012) | 10 
 
 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org 

Somalia 

Internally Displaced Persons  

IDP population estimates for Somalia currently range between 1.1 million and 1.36 million people.  Most of the 
IDPs fled Mogadishu in 2007 and 2008 due to increased military activities between pro- and anti-government 
forces.  

Population Movement Tracking data revealed a continuous rate of displacement from the Afgooye corridor in April 
and May 2012 with some new arrivals in the same period. June, July and August 2012 saw a decrease in 
displacement. However, UNHCR reports that the dispersal of Al-Shabaab into some districts resulted in 
displacement of the civilian population.  

The displacement of people from the Afgooye corridor has seen a large reduction in the static population of the 
corridor and an increase in the IDP population for Mogadishu. Efforts are underway to establish the static IDP 
population for both locations. This will likely result in a reduction in the overall IDP estimates for Somalia.  

Displacements from Kismayo in anticipation of the AMISOM/SNF advance on the city increased in September. 
According to UNHCR, insecurity, primarily resulting from fighting between AMISOM/SNF and Al-Shabaab in the 
Afgooye corridor, Baidoa and Kismayo, was the main driver of displacement. Additionally, lack of livelihood, 
spontaneous IDP returns, eviction from public buildings in Mogadishu and forced returns also resulted in an 
increase in displacement. 

 

IDP trends  

March 2012 

1,360,00026 
September 2012 

1,360,00027
 

 

No Change 

(Sep ‘10 - Sep ‘12) 

 
 

Refugees 

Devastated by two decades of civil war and extended drought conditions, Somalia continues to generate the 
highest number of refugees in the region. As of the end of September, there were over one million Somali refugees 
in the Horn of Africa region, hosted by Djibouti, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda and Yemen. 
Kenya alone hosts half of the Somali refugees in the region.   

Somalia is also host to some 2,128 refugees and 8,481 registered asylum seekers, mainly from Ethiopia. 
Approximately 70 per cent of the refugees and 90 per cent of the asylum seekers are hosted by Somaliland and 
Puntland, respectively.  

 

Refugee trends  

March 2012 
2,09428 

September 2012 
2,12829 

 
Increased by 34 (1.6%) 

 
(Sep ‘10 - Sep ‘12) 

Refugee breakdown by country 
of origin 

 

 
                                                      
 
26 UNHCR Somalia, “Somali Refugees in the Region”, 21 March 2012 
27 UNHCR Somalia, Factsheet, September 2012 
28 UNHCR Somalia, “Somali Refugees in the Region”, 21 March 2012 
29 UNHCR Somalia, “Factsheet”, 21 September 2012 
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South Sudan 

Internally Displaced Persons  

Some 179,709 people have been newly displaced in South Sudan from January to October. Cross-border fighting 
and aerial bombardments along the border with Sudan were the primary causes of displacement between March 
and April. Close to 20,000 people were uprooted from their homes in Unity State and Greater Bahr el Ghazal. Tens 
of thousands of people were pushed into deeper vulnerability as a result of the violence. From May to June inter-
communal clashes were the main driver of displacement, with close to 16,000 people displaced from April to 
September. As the rains began to pound in the following months, there was restricted access resulting in reduced 
inter-communal violence. From July to September, flooding became the main driver of displacement. An estimated 
258,000 people were affected by the seasonal rains and flooding and remain reliant on humanitarian assistance. 

 

 IDP trends  

March 2012 
N/A30 

September 2012 
179,70931 

 
 

 

 

Refugees  

By the end of October, South Sudan was host to 207,492 registered refugees, including 181,047 from Sudan; 
18,324 from DRC; 6,966 Ethiopians; and 1,155 from Central African Republic. The refugees are hosted across 
seven refugee camps in Unity and Upper Nile states. Ongoing conflict and reported food insecurity in Sudan's 
Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile States were the main causes of people continuing to flee to South Sudan. The 
continued arrival of refugees has placed strain on humanitarian organizations and their resources to respond to the 
growing number of arrivals.  

 

Refugees trends  

March 2012 
N/A32 

September 2012 
207,49233 

 

 

Refugee breakdown by country of origin 

 

 

 

Sudan 

Internally displaced persons  

The IDPs in Sudan are mostly found in the Abyei area, Darfur, Blue Nile and South Kordofan States.  According to 
the World Food Programme (WFP), there were 1.7 million IDPs registered in camps in Darfur in March 2012.  The 
IDP verification exercise initiated by WFP in late 2010 had as of September 2012 verified 1.2 million out of the 1.7 
million IDPs in Darfur camps. The exercise, to be completed this year, is expected to result in a considerable 
reduction in the number of IDPs in camps supported by WFP in Darfur. In addition, there are displaced people 
outside of camps, including those residing in urban settlements or living with host communities. Their exact 
numbers are not readily available.  

UNHCR reports that significant voluntary returns of IDPs have been recorded in Darfur since the signing of the 
Doha Document for Peace in Darfur between the Government of Sudan and the Liberation and Justice Movement   
in July 2011. Overall, between January 2011 and June 2012, some 165,500 IDPs returned to their areas of origin. 

                                                      
 
30 At the time of printing the April issue of this report, OCHA Eastern Africa’s coverage did not include South Sudan hence the missing figures and trends for the 
month of March. 
31 OCHA Juba, South Sudan, October 2012 
32 Country not part of office coverage as at April 2012 hence omission in previous report 
33 UNHCR, ‘Refugees in South Sudan’, Information Sharing Portal at http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/country.php?id=251, 1 November 2012 

Sudan 
181,047

DRC 
18,324

Ethiopia 
6,966

CAR 
1,155



Displaced Populations Report #12 (March - September 2012) | 12 
 
 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org 

There are no estimates with regard to the number of IDPs in South Kordofan and Blue Nile states. The UN has had 
very limited access to the Government-controlled areas in the two States affected by conflict between the 
Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North (SPLMN) forces since June 2011. 
Estimates on the number of people severely affected by conflict vary extensively. The Government’s Humanitarian 
Aid Commission (HAC) reported in July 2012 that an estimated 207,000 people were affected by conflict in 
Government-controlled areas of South Kordofan. Estimates of the number of people affected by conflict in SPLM-N 
areas range from 42,000 people, according to the Government, to 350,000, according to sources close to the 
SPLM-N. According to the Government, most of these IDPs have returned to their areas of origin.  

In Blue Nile State, HAC estimated that some 67,000 people had been affected by the conflict in Government-
controlled areas. Based on information from various sources, some 70,000 people may be affected in SPLM-N 
controlled areas in Blue Nile. 

In the disputed Abyei area, after SAF took control of Abyei town and areas north of the Bahr al Arab/Kiir River in 
May 2011, an estimated 110,000 people were displaced and sought shelter in Agok, located close to the South 
Sudanese border, and some locations in South Sudan.  

Unknown numbers of pastoralists were also displaced to the north of the Abyei area. In March, some 100,000 
people had been displaced in Agok or South Sudan. According to the UN Interim Security Force for Abyei, some 
5,000 people moved to areas north of the Bahr al Arab/Kiir River. By September 2012, some 65,000 people 
remained displaced in Agok/South Sudan and an estimated 12,000 people had returned to their places of origin in 
areas north of the river. UNHCR and other partners report that there is high population mobility between areas 
north and south of the river and the figures are evolving. 

 

 IDP trends in Sudan 

March 2012 
1,800,00034 

September 2012 
1,765,00035  
 
Decreased by 35,000 (2%) 

 
 

 

 

Refugees  

As of the end of September, Sudan was host to some 142,000 registered refugees. According to UNHCR, the 
majority of the refugees estimated at 84,000 people (59 per cent) are hosted in eastern Sudan, while Darfur and 
Khartoum host 34,000 and 24,000 refugees, respectively. Between 1,800 and 2,000 people on average seek 
asylum in eastern Sudan every month and are hosted in the Shagarab refugee camp. The refugees in eastern 
Sudan include a protracted caseload that has remained in the area for close to 40 years, with 99 per cent of these 
being of Eritrean origin. Eritrean refugees constitute 73 per cent of all the refugees hosted by Sudan. Other 
nationalities in Sudan include refugees from Chad, Ethiopia, Central African Republic, Somalia and Uganda. Sudan 
is also host to 15,600 asylum seekers, 600 of whom are from DRC. 

 

Refugee trends in Sudan 

March 2012 
N/A36 

September 2012 
142,00037 

Refugee breakdown by country of origin 

 

 

 

 
                                                      
 
34 Figure includes the 1.7 million IDPs registered in camps in Darfur and more than 100,000 IDPs in Agok/South Sudan as of March 2012. The figure does not 
however include the unknown number of pastoralists displaced to the north of the Abyei area or those presumably displaced in South Kordofan and Blue Nile States, 
where the UN had very limited access to conflict-affected areas.  
35 The figure includes the 1.7 million IDPs registered in camps in Darfur and 65,000 people remaining in displacement in Agok/South Sudan at the end of 
September 2012. The number of IDPs in South Kordofan and Blue Nile States could not be verified due to insecurity. The UN has received no information 
concerning numbers of pastoralists who have subsequently returned.  
36 Country not part of office coverage as of April 2012 hence omission in previous report 
37OCHA Sudan, ‘Humanitarian Snapshot’, 30 September 2012, at http://www.unocha.org/sudan 
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Tanzania 

Internally Displaced Persons  

There are no IDPs in Tanzania. 

 

Refugees 

Tanzania is host to some 300,147 refugees and other persons of concern to UNHCR, of whom 78 per cent 
originate from Burundi. There are currently three broad categories of Burundian refugees in Tanzania, each of 
whom has received considerably different treatment. The first category consists of some 170,000 refugees who left 
Burundi in 1972 and have since then lived in settlements in Rukwa, Tanga and Tabora regions. These refugees 
have been given the choice of either applying for naturalization as Tanzanian citizens or return to Burundi.  

UNHCR estimates that by the end of 2011, some 162,000 refugees from this group had been accepted for 
naturalization. Internal consultations for their local integration are ongoing. The second category, of about 22,227 
Burundian refugees has spontaneously settled outside formal assistance structures and live in villages around the 
Kigoma region. Their application for naturalization is still being worked out.  

The third category consists of some 38,891 Burundians who fled new waves of civil war in Burundi in the 1990s 
and were settled in camps when they arrived. On 1 August 2012, the Government of Tanzania declared the end of 
refugee status for 37,582 of these refugees. Authorities in Tanzania and Burundi have publicly expressed that 
Burundi has made progressive steps towards development and stability since the end of the civil war in 2005. As a 
result, the circumstances that led to the granting of refugee status to this group had ceased to exist, hence 
cessation of their refugee status. In collaboration with the International Organization for Migration, UNHCR is 
working with the Governments of Tanzania and Burundi and other partners to facilitate their returns. Tanzania has 
set a deadline for repatriation by 31 December 2012 when Mtabila camp (currently hosting the refugees) is 
scheduled to close. Urgently needed are measures to ensure that the returnees are able to access livelihoods and 
reintegrate in safety and dignity back in Burundi. Access to land and shelter remains a major challenge to 
reintegration and failure to address this issue may result in further displacement and distress upon return. Legal 
assistance to resolve land disputes will be provided jointly by the Burundian Land Commission, UNHCR and 
implementing partners. The UNHCR office in Burundi has also developed contingency plans for both a phased 
orderly return and a possible mass return of the Burundians. Tanzania is also host to some 62,796 Congolese and 
3,504 Somali Bantu refugees. Since 2005, 714 Somali Bantus in Chogo settlement, Tanga region have been 
granted citizenship by naturalization and allowed to settle permanently in Tanzania. The process of naturalization 
of the remaining 2,790 Somali refugees is underway. 

UNHCR Tanzania has also facilitated the voluntary repatriation of 38 Tanzanian refugees who had fled from 
Zanzibar Island to Mogadishu due to post-election violence in 2001. Some of the families have returned to their 
home villages while others have opted to remain and re-start their lives on the main island of Unguja in Zanzibar. 

 

Refugee trends  

March 2012 
298,32838 

September 2012 
299,67739 
 

Increased by 1,349 (0.5%) 

 
(Sep ‘10 - Sep ‘12) 

Refugee breakdown by country 
of origin 

 

 

 

                                                      
 
38 UNHCR Tanzania Monthly Statistics, 1 April 2012 
39 UNHCR Tanzania Monthly Statistics, 1 October 2012 
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Uganda 

Internally Displaced Persons  

Internal displacement in Uganda has over the years been triggered by either conflict or harsh climatic conditions, 
the latter resulting in temporary displacements especially in the east of the country where extensive flooding and 
landslides are common. Sporadic cattle raids in Karamoja are reported but there are no estimates of the number of 
people recently displaced in the region.  

The signing of the Cessation of Hostilities Agreement between the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) and the 
Government of Uganda in 2006 sparked the beginning of significant population movement out of the IDP camps. 
According to the UNHCR IDP Survey conducted in December 2011, Uganda had made tremendous progress in 
the return of IDPs from the camps and transit centres.  As of March 2012, only some 30,136 IDPs remained out of 
1.8 million people displaced as a result of the attacks by the LRA in northern Uganda.40 The IDPs await 
reintegration into their original homes, although most have delayed their return citing among other things, fear 
resulting from long period of traumatic experiences in the hands of rebels; inadequate or dilapidated infrastructure 
for basic and essential services; and poor road networks in or around villages of origin hindering access.  

Reports by the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre indicate further that land disputes are rampant in return 
areas throughout the Acholi region. UNHCR closed its IDP operation at the end of December 2011 and handed 
over the protection monitoring of the IDPs to the Office of the Prime Minister in Uganda, which works in 
collaboration with the Ugandan Human Rights Commission (UHRC) on protection matters.   

 

IDP trends  

March 2012 
30,13641 

September 2012 

30,13642 
 

No Update 

(Mar ‘10 - Sep ‘12) 

 

 

Refugees 

By the end of September, 172,923 refugees had been registered in Uganda, mainly from the DRC (109,698), 
Somalia (16,313), South Sudan/Sudan (18,713), Rwanda (13,301), Burundi (8,910), Eritrea (3,623), Ethiopia 
(1,127) and Kenya (1,157). Out of these, over 25,000 are asylum seekers. Individuals of Congolese origin comprise 
over 63 per cent of the refugees, with the majority originating from Rutshuru and Masisi Regions of North Kivu 
Province. The refugees continue to flee the frequent and widespread fighting in the area. A rebellion by officers 
loyal to General Bosco Ntaganda resulted in heavy fighting along the Uganda border areas. UNHCR estimates that 
some 5,000 refugees entered Uganda on 8 April 2012 as a result of this fighting. Further influxes were experienced 
in May 2012, as fighting resumed between the Congolese Government forces and the newly created group of M23. 
Since 18 September 2012, more refugees continued to be received through other border crossings in Kisoro 
District and Kanungu District. This resulted in the opening of Matanda Transit Centre in Kihihi town, Kanungu 
District, on 27 September. Congolese asylum seekers also arrive directly to the existing refugee settlements and to 
Kampala.  

On 2 February, the Government of Uganda opened Nyakabande Transit Centre (19 km from the border) for the 
reception and provision of temporary assistance to the increasing Congolese influx, before their transfer to 
settlements. A new refugee settlement, in Rwamwanja in Kamwenge District, was opened on 17 April. The refugee 
settlement was originally used by Rwandan refugees, but was closed in 1994 following their repatriation. As of the 
end of September, Rwamwanja had received 23,802 refugees transferred from Nyakabande Transit Centre.  

 

 

                                                      
 
40 The UHRC is planning an IDP assessment in the remaining camps and transit sites in Acholi in the month of November when updated statistics are expected.  

 
41 UNHCR Gulu Brief, “Northern Uganda, Internally Displaced Persons”, December 2011. As of  December 2011, the estimated number of IDPs stood at 21,255 
people in the Acholi region (with 465 in active camps, 11,465 in former camps, and 9,325 in transit sites); 1,301 IDPs in former camps in Adjumani District, Madi Sub 
Region; and 600 IDPs in former camps in Katakwi and 480 in Amuria all in the Teso Sub Region. In addition, there were 6,500 individuals hosted within local 
communities in Kiryandongo. 
42 UNHCR Gulu Brief, “Northern Uganda, Internally Displaced Persons”, December 2011 (No Updates)  
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Refugee trends in Uganda 

March 2012 
146,82743 

September 2012 
172,92344 

 
Increased by 26,096 (18%) 

 

 
(Sep ‘10 - Sep ‘12) 

 

Refugee breakdown by country of 
origin 

 

 

Conclusion 

An estimated 8.52 million displaced people were hosted in the twelve countries in eastern Africa, as of the end of 
September. Internal displacements in the region are largely due to protracted conflict and insecurity in DRC, 
Somalia, Sudan and South Sudan. DRC, Somalia and Sudan host the largest number of IDPs. The rise in the 
refugee populations across the region resulted in the opening of new refugee camps and centres in Djibouti, 
Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, and Uganda. Kenya hosts the largest number of refugees, the majority of whom are from 
Somalia. UNHCR continued to facilitate the repatriation of the Burundian and Angolan caseloads in Tanzania and 
DRC respectively.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
 
43 UNHCR Operations in Uganda, Factsheet, April 2012 
44 UNHCR Uganda, ‘Operational Statistics By Settlement’,1 October, 2012 
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Annex  

 

                                                      
 
45 The figures do not include asylum seekers pending determination of their refugee status in the various countries.  

Breakdown of Refugees by Country of Origin 

as  of September 201245
 

Host Country Country of Origin 
March 
2012 

September 
2012 

Burundi 
DRC 36,515 40,538 
Rwanda 402 749 
Others 309 78 

DRC 

Angola 75,891 71,815 
Rwanda 58,931 52,443 
Burundi 8,755 9,376 
Uganda 16 17 
Others (including 
Sudan, Uganda, RoC, 
CAR)  4,219 7,357 

Djibouti 

Somalia 19,445 17,688 
Ethiopia 596 598 
Eritrea 296 349 
Sudan, Yemen, Iraqi 
and others 24 23 

Eritrea 
Somalia 4,670 4,670 
Ethiopia and others 61 61 
Sudan 100 126 

Ethiopia 

Sudan 55,014 91,282 
Eritrea 57,809 60,793 
Somalia 191,751 211,698 
Others (DRC, Kenya, 
Burundi, Djibouti, 
Uganda) 3,739 4,059 

Kenya 
 

Somalia 520,432 532,277 
Rwanda 1,463 1,365 
Burundi 879 993 
Uganda 639 610 
Ethiopia 22,535 23,732 
Sudan & South Sudan 19,132 19,600 
Congolese 5,631 6,009 
Eritrea 1,298 1,401 
Others 85 81 

Rwanda DRC 55,778 57,216 
Burundi and others 402 512 

Somalia Ethiopia 2,094 2,128 

South Sudan 

CAR - 1,155 
DRC - 18,324 
Ethiopia - 6,966 
Sudan - 181,047 

Sudan 

Chad 31,871 31,890 
DRC 5 0 
Eritrea 103,193 103,240 
Ethiopia 4,430 4,370 
Somalia 130 129 
Various (including 
Uganda, CAR, Iraq and 
others) 

360 

2,371 

Tanzania 
 

DRC 62,503 62,795 
Burundi 232,608 233,127 
Somalia 2,961 3,504 
Others 256 251 

Uganda 
 

Kenya   1,344  1,157 

Rwanda   13,175  13,301 
Eritrea   3,579  3,623 
DRC   87,637  109,698 
Burundi   7,775  8,910 
Sudan and South 
Sudan 

  16,900  18,713 

Somalia   15,273  16,313 
Ethiopia and others 1,144 1,208 

For further information, please contact: 
 
Gabriella Waaijman, Deputy Head of Office, OCHA Eastern Africa, 
waaijman@un.org, Tel. (+254) 732600012 
Matthew Conway, Public Information Officer, OCHA Eastern Africa, 
conwaym@un.org, Tel. (+254) 732500010 
TruphosaAnjichi-Kodumbe, Humanitarian Reporting Officer, OCHA Eastern 
Africa, anjichi@un.org, Tel. (+254) 732500018 
 
OCHA humanitarian reports are available at www.unocha.org| www.reliefweb.int 


