
 
 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to 
Coordinate the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. 

We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all. 
www.unocha.org/somalia 

 

Highlights 

 

 Nearly 278,000 people have been affected by the Deyr seasonal floods (October – December), of whom 108,000 have 
been displaced mainly in South West, Jubaland, Hirshabelle, Galmudug and Banadir region.   

 

 In South West State, about 136,900 people have been affected, of whom 63,200 have been displaced in Baidoa, Wanla 
Weyn, Qoryooley, Kurtunwaarey and Afgooye districts in Bay region and Lower Shabelle.  
 

 In Jowhar district, Hirshabelle State, a shortage of food and other essential commodities has been reported after floods 
inundated the main road connecting Jowhar and Mogadishu.   

 

 A drier than usual period is forecast in the Horn of Africa, including western Somalia until January 2021 due to a potential 
La Niña in the Eastern Pacific Ocean.  
 

Situation overview 
The Deyr seasonal floods (October – December) have affected nearly 278,000 people since 13 October, when the rains 
started in some parts of Somalia. In South West State, flash and riverine flooding have displaced 63,200 people in Baidoa, 
Wanla Weyn, Qoryooley, Kurtunwaarey and Afgooye districts. Those affected include 66,690 IDPs, of whom 6,050 were 
displaced in 59 IDP sites in Baidoa and Goofgaduud Buurey. The rains have also damaged road infrastructure and 
interrupted the supply of commercial food and non-food items, resulting in shortages of the commodities and increased 
prices in Afgooye, Wanla Weyn and Qoryooley districts. 

In Hirshabelle State, heavy rains caused flash floods in the villages of Kulmis, Badacas and Bulo Sheikh of Jowhar town, 
Middle Shabelle region. On 11 and 12 November, the floods displaced about 101 families from Kulmis and Badacas. On 
14 November, another 20 families were displaced from Bulo Sheikh. The displaced families have reportedly moved to live 
with relatives in elevated locations of the town. Food Security partners reported shortages in the supply of food and other 
essential commodities in Jowhar district after the main road that connects Jowhar and Mogadishu towns was inundated. 
Food prices have reportedly increased by five per cent.  

In Banadir region, the number of people affected by the Deyr flash floods has increased from 10,000 to 13,000, while the 
number of people displaced also increased from 4,000 to 
6,500. Stagnant water in low-lying areas may create a high 
risk for outbreaks of water- and vector-borne diseases, such 
as malaria and acute watery diarrhea. Banadir region 
authorities reported that three people have been killed by 
floods. 

In Jubaland State, floods in Lower Juba region have affected 
2,000 IDPs in Dhobley’s Danwadaag settlement. An 
unspecified number of houses and latrines were damaged. 
The floods have also paralyzed the operations of Dhobley 
airstrip for a week, making the runway not fit for flight safety.  
Another 10,000 people were also affected by the floods in 
Doolow and Belet Hawo districts of Gedo region.  

The 2020 Deyr rains have been erratic and, according to the 
IGAD Climate Prediction & Application Center (ICPAC), a 
drier than usual season is forecast from the coming weeks 
until January 2021 due to a La Niña event in the Eastern 
Pacific Ocean. This could trigger pasture and water shortages 
for livestock.  
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Floods have inundated streets in Afgooye. Photo: OCHA 

https://www.icpac.net/news/la-ni%C3%B1a-forecasted-drier-than-usual-season-poses-risks-to-crops-and-livestock-in-some-parts-of-the-region/
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Humanitarian coordination and response 

To prevent disease outbreaks such as malaria during this rainy season, Shelter and Non-Food Items (NFI) Cluster partners 
distributed mosquito nets to 41,352 people in Doolow’s Qansaxley and Kabasa IDP settlements between 28 October and 
2 November. 

In Banadir region, the regional administration distributed NFIs to 130 affected IDP households. On 6 November, government 
officials led by the Minister for Humanitarian and Disaster Management met some of the affected IDP families. Reports 
indicate that no major assistance has reached those affected, including about 950 IDP households. Most partners have 
cited lack of funding and stocks for the response. Identified gaps include food assistance, shelter, NFI, WASH, and 
prevention of gender-based violence.  

In South West State, humanitarian partners have scaled up the response. The Shelter Cluster and IOM have registered 

2,500 IDPs from 57 IDP sites in Baidoa to receive e-card vouchers that can be exchanged for emergency shelter kits and 

NFI commodities from local traders. The Shelter Cluster plans to provide NFIs to 1,000 households in Baidoa while the 

WASH Cluster has a plan to distribute 1,200 hygiene kits to the affected communities. NRC is implementing hygiene 

promotion activities in two low-lying IDPs settlements in Baidoa, namely Boorami and Mini Afaale, targeting 1,500 

beneficiaries. WASH cluster partners are already providing 60,000 beneficiaries with emergency water vouchers. In 

Afgooye, WFP has allocated resources to cater for two months of food rations for 3,000 individuals. Furthermore, a recent 

Somalia Humanitarian Fund (SHF) project in Lower Shabelle is expected to support some of those who have been 

repeatedly displaced by floods. 

In Jubaland, where the affected communities urgently need food, shelter and NFIs, UNHCR and partners on the ground 

are planning to conduct an assessment in the coming week. 

Humanitarian needs and gaps  
In Hirshabelle and Jubaland states, less than 50 per cent of the displaced have been reached with lifesaving humanitarian 
assistance ranging from food, clean water and health services. Emergency shelter and non-food items continue to be a 
major gap, with more than 80 per cent of displaced people needing emergency shelter support.  

In South West State, of the 21,000 newly displaced people in Afgooye district, about 18,000 need food assistance. 
Additionally, all 57,000 displaced people in Lower Shabelle need WASH and shelter support. Partners plan to address some 
of these gaps through ongoing projects for the Hagaa flood response that are being implemented. In Baidoa, about 50 per 
cent of those displaced need shelter support despite the scaled-up response. Some 4,000 families need hygiene kits and 
NFIs. 

Following the forecast of reduced or no rainfall in the coming weeks in Puntland State and Somaliland, authorities have 
raised concerns about the possible impact on livelihoods in terms of access to water and food. Water shortages have been 
reported in Togdheer region of Somaliland, Sool and Sanaag, as well as parts of Bari and Nugaal regions in Puntland. Local 
elders and leaders in Bali Busle, Goran, Baragaha Qol, Dharkeyn, Tawakal, Wardheer, War Idaad, Lo’yeel, Argegta, 
Jiicanyo, Bender Samo and Gumar villages have appealed for water trucking to help improve the situation. The Somaliland 
Ministry of Water Resource Development, as well as the National Displacement and Refugee Agency (NDRA), have also 
called for water trucking to affected IDP sites.  

For further information, please contact:  
 
Ogoso, Erich Opolot, Head of Public Information, ogoso@un.org, Tel: +252 616 548 007 
Yahya Dahiye, Public Information Officer, yahya.dahiye@un.org, Tel: +252 618 180926 
 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/Somalia | www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/somalia | Twitter: @OCHASom | Facebook: 
UNOCHA   
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