
The strategic objective of the Danish strategic framework for Syria is to improve the 
conditions for a political solution and conflict mitigation, support stabilisation initiatives and 
service delivery in the opposition-controlled areas and strengthen human rights and civil 
society actors. A key objective is to support moderate actors within the Syrian opposition, 
including the Syrian Opposition Coalition and civil society organisations. 

The framework is combined with a Syria programme with a budget of DKK 100 million for 
2014. Funding will be provided through the Peace and Stabilization Fund (DKK 80 million) 
and the Danish Arab Partnership Programme (DKK 20 million). The total Danish 
stabilization and development assistance amounts to DKK 204 million for the period 2012-
2014. In early 2015, additional funding for the continuation of the programme will be 
considered. 

This March 2014 the conflict in Syria entered its fourth year and presents the most grave 
humanitarian and security crisis in many years. More than 160.000 people have lost their lives; 
6.5 million individuals are internally displaced; 9 million people inside Syria are in need of 
food and basic services; and that nearly 2.5 million people have fled Syria. 

The fighting and the hopeless situation have led to massive destructions and in several places 
a total breakdown of public and administrative structures. This is not least the case in the 
opposition-held areas, where the population lack access to the most basic services and where 
extremism gain ground vis-à-vis moderate actors. 

The programme consists of three focus areas: 

1. Political solution and conflict mitigation 
Only a politically negotiated settlement can effectively end the conflict and ensure a 
sustainable solution. Therefore, Denmark supports a number of projects aimed at 
contributing to paving the way for a political solution. Denmark, inter alia, supports:   

 UN political missions: Since the outset of the conflict, Denmark has supported the 
United Nations’ political mission (the U.N. special envoy) and the efforts to promote a 
political solution to the conflict. Denmark’s support goes through the UN Department 
of Political Affairs and amounts to DKK 10 million in the period 2012-2014. 

 Political transition in Syria: Denmark supports The Carter Center’s project of 
developing models for a political transition in Syria. The project builds on dialogue 
between prominent representatives from the different sides of the conflict and will feed 
into the UN’s political process. Denmark supported the project with DKK 5 million in 
2014. Other projects, contributing to dialogue between the conflicting parties is under 
consideration. 

2. Stabilisation and service delivery in the opposition-controlled areas 
The civilian population in the opposition-held areas is under great pressure. The public 
structures have almost completely disintegrated and there is a widespread lack of basic 
services such as provision of water, electricity and health. At the same time these areas are 
affected by widespread lawlessness. Denmark wishes to support the civil population in the 



opposition-controlled areas while also supporting the civilian, moderate actors within the 
opposition:  

 Delivering basic services: Denmark supports the delivery of basic services in the 
opposition-held areas of Syria. This includes health, education, water and electricity. The 
Danish contribution is delivered through the Syria Recovery Trust Fund (SRTF), which 
is supported in cooperation with the Syrian Opposition Coalition and number of donor 
countries. The total Danish contribution to the fund DKK 50 million in 2013-2014. 

 Security- and justice sector: Denmark co-funds a project, which aims at building the 
capacity of local police forces and moderate actors in the justice sector in the 
opposition-controlled areas. The project is supported in cooperation with the Danish 
National Police. The Danish support amounts to DKK 50 million in 2013-2014. 

3. Human rights and civil society  
Denmark is a front-runner in supporting the construction of civil society structures in the 
opposition-controlled areas of Syria. The development of a vibrant and dynamic civil society 
is as an important corner-stone in the development of a democratic Syria. Civil society also 
plays an important role in documenting war crimes and human rights violations.  

 Civil Society Centre: Denmark has established a civil society training centre, Baytna, in 
Gaziantep in southern Turkey. Syrian civil society organisations can receive training and 
apply for project funds through the centre. Via the centre Denmark supports a range of 
small Syrian civil society organisations, working inside Syria. Denmark supports the 
centre with DKK 15 million in 2013-2014. 

 Supporting a civil society network inside Syria: Denmark supports the creation of 
independent civil society network, the so-called Local Coordination Committees, 
operating in several of the opposition-controlled areas in Syria. They deliver services to 
the civilian population and constitute a rare democratic voice. The project is supported 
with DKK 7 million in 2013-2014. 

 Supporting human rights defenders and democratic transition: Denmark supports 
a range of civil society actors and human rights defenders, working to promote 
transitional justice, to gather documentation of war crimes and to promote a just and 
democratic future for Syria. The project is coordinated by the NGO “The Day After”, 
supported by Denmark with DKK 10 million in 2013-2014. 

In total, Denmark’s assistance to Syria amounts to almost DKK 1 billion.  

Political Solution  Chemical weapons 
Denmark actively engaged in promoting a 
political solution to the conflict. Denmark has 
appointed a Special Envoy to the Syrian 
opposition-coalition; supports the UN 
politically and financially and participated in 
the Geneva conference of January 2014. 

 Denmark leads a naval contribution, tasked 
to transport the chemical weapons out of 
Syria. The mission is conducted in 
cooperation with The Organisation for 
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW). 

 

Stabilisation- and development aid  Humanitarian contribution 
Denmark seeks to improve the conditions for 
the civilian population in the opposition-
controlled areas of Syria in cooperation with 
moderate actors. The total Danish 
stabilisation- and development aid amounts to 
DKK 204 million. 

 Denmark is one of the largest humanitarian 
contributors and has supported the victims 
of the conflict - both in Syria and in the 
neighbouring countries - with a total of DKK 
DKK 682 million.  
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