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HIGHLIGHTS 

● More than 74,000 people displaced on Roe hill, under threats by armed elements; 40,000 new displaced across the rest of 
the territory 

● Increasing response capacities is a priority for humanitarian actors in a context of impeded access 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

The number of attacks on IDP sites on the rise 

Since mid-November, armed elements have stepped up attacks against 
civilians in Djugu territory, targeting internal displaced people sites in the 
Fataki and Drodro health zones. During incursions into four IDP sites, at 
least 58 people were killed, 13 injured and dozens kidnapped. The first 
attacks took place on 19 and 21 November in Tche; 22 November in 
Drodro, 25 November in Duka, and 28 November in Hivo. This violence 
has exacerbated an already precarious humanitarian situation in Ituri 
province, which has an estimated 1.8 million displaced people. These 
armed attacks and other incidents, including some directly against 
humanitarian actors, have severely restricted humanitarian access, 
forcing 17 humanitarian partners to suspend their operations across 
Djugu. 
  

Around 74,000 people displaced 
in Roe under constant threats and 
attacks from armed elements 

The Roe IDP site, which already 
hosts 24,000 displaced people from 
previous violence, has had to 
accommodate 50,000 more people fleeing the 22 November attack in Drodro. The site is currently 
severely overcrowded, putting people even more at risk of attacks from armed elements and from 
outbreaks of contagious diseases.  

Persistent insecurity has led to many more forced displacements 

Since mid-October, attacks by armed elements around villages such as Jina, Lopa, and Dhevi, have also 
prompted nearly 20,000 people to flee to Iga Barrière: in late October, at least 25 civilians were killed 
around Nizi and Jina. Most IDPs have been taken in by host families or in old IDP sites. Since October, 
local sources have estimated that another 10,000 people have moved within the Chiefdom of Bahema 
Nord, in Lita Health Zone. These people come in addition to some 7,000 previously displaced in the 
localities of Katoto, Lonyo, and Kparnganza. 

Also, in late October, attacks by armed elements against Tche as well as community tensions pushed 
hundreds of families to move preventively in the areas of Masumbuko, Gobi, Saliboko, Loga and Bobu; 
clashes between Congolese military and armed elements in the Fataki Health Zone also pushed hundreds 

of families to take refuge in nearby Rety Health Zone. The IDP sites in Bule and Salama health areas, already overcrowded with nearly 60,000 
individuals, saw an additional 5,500 join them. 

 

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE AND ACCESS 

Humanitarian partners have activated their internal mechanisms and existing capacities for rapid mobilization. Action Against Hunger (ACF), 
Doctors without Borders (MSF), INTERSOS, Caritas, PPSSP and the Youth Association for Community Development (AJEDEC) are among 
the organizations already present in Roe, providing emergency assistance. Caritas is managing the IDP site; MSF is focused on medical care 
and nutrition, as well as in the water, hygiene and sanitation response, an area in which ACF is also involved. Mental health assistance is 
provided for by ACF. INTERSOS provides protection monitoring, while AJEDEC is dedicated to the protection of children. On 3 December, a 
mission to the Roe IDP site provided an opportunity to analyze the access challenges and the conditions for organizing humanitarian 
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distributions. In order to facilitate current and future activities, 
OCHA and several organizations organized awareness 
sessions on humanitarian principles in Nizi and Iga Barrière last 
week. Other sessions are planned in other locations. 

Logistical access and increased response capacities, two 
pressing challenges 

Several major difficulties dominate this humanitarian crisis. The 
first is very limited access by road to Roe (and the rest of Djugu 
territory), with only two roads being relatively accessible. This 
restriction of road access poses a serious problem in the 
logistics chain of aid delivery. Partners are exploring all 
opportunities to make greater and safer use of the existing 
roads. Another challenge is the deployment of humanitarian 
personnel on the IDP site, in particular for labor-intense 
distributions. An increase in the rotation of humanitarian flights 
in the area would allow more personnel and cargo to be 
deployed. In the Blukwa-Etat Health Area (Drodro health zone), 
medical supplies are needed, following the looting of the health 
center on 2 December, depriving civilians of medicine and 
health care, including IDPs living in Roe. 

OCHA continues to advocate with humanitarian partners for a more sustained operational presence as the current crisis calls for increased 
capacity to respond to many increasing pressing needs. 

For more information, please get in touch with: 

Joseph Inganji, Head of Office, OCHA, DRC, +243 97 000 3760 

Gloria Lazic, Head of Sub-Office, OCHA Bunia, lazic@un.org, +243 995 901 538 

Yvon Edoumou, Head of Public Information, Kinshasa, edoumou@un.org, +243 819 889 136 

 

All DRC humanitarian news is available at www.humanitarianresponse.info; www.unocha.org; www.reliefweb.int 

Follow us on social media Facebook, Twitter et Instagram 

 

The Roe IDP site sits on top of a hill and is now home to some 74,000 people.  
Photo: Action Against Hunger/Audrey Rivière 
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