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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 2013 cereal harvest forecast to increase  

 Larger harvest reduces cereal import requirements in 
2013/14 marketing year (November/October) 

 Despite the improved harvest, severe food insecurity 
persists 

2013 cereal harvest forecast to increase  

Harvesting of the 2013 main season crops, mainly rice and maize, 
was completed by November. The start of the season was 
characterised by drier than normal weather in many parts of the 
country, which resulted in localized replanting of maize. This was 
followed by a period of heavy rainfall from beginning of July to 
August over much of the country, which caused some localised 
flooding. Heavy rains followed by good drying and ripening weather 
boosted the 2013 paddy production, which is estimated at 
2.9 million tonnes, some 8 percent over last year’s output. By 
contrast, the heavy rains adversely affected the pollination of 
maize. Maize also suffered from a shortage of sunshine hours 
throughout the summer as cloudy conditions tended to prevail. As a 
result, the 2013 maize crop is estimated to decline by about 
2 percent from last year’s above-average level. Similarly, the 2013 
soybean production decreased by 3 percent compared to last 
year’s level, due to heavy rains at the time of pollination. This 
follows a reduction of 31 percent in 2012 compared with 2011. 
Soybean prices are less attractive to farmers compared to other 
grains. According to the FAO/WFP Crop and Food Security 
Assessment Mission (CFSAM) report published in November, the 
aggregate cereal harvest in 2013/14 (including paddy, cereals, 
soybeans, and cereal equivalent of potatoes) is forecast at 
5.98 million tonnes, 5 percent up on previous year’s above-average 
output. This figure includes estimates for the 2013 main season and 
forecast for the 2014 early season crops produced on cooperative 
farms, and production from sloping land, home gardens and kitchen 
gardens. This marks an increase for a third year in a row.  

Larger harvest reduces cereal import 
requirements in 2013/14 marketing year 

Based on the Mission’s estimate of total utilization needs of 
5.37 million tonnes of cereal equivalent (rice in milled terms), the 
Mission estimates a cereal import requirement of 340 000 tonnes 
for the 2013/14 marketing year (November/October). This food gap 
is the narrowest in many years, and is mainly due to the higher 
2013 production coupled with only a marginal increase in 
population. 

Despite the improved harvest, chronic food 
insecurity persists 

The Mission found that although the acute malnutrition rates have 
improved in recent years, the chronic under-nutrition remains a public 

health problem. The Mission therefore recommends that international 
support be focused on improving diet diversity and feeding 
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practices for young children and women through different strategies 
such as behavioral change, market reform, and encouraging 
livestock and fish production; strengthening treatment of severe and 
moderate acute malnutrition and improving hygiene and sanitation 
practices. 
 

 

 
 
 

 


