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Safety, security and access incidents  
Incidents of threats and violence in refugee and IDP settings. 

Africa 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
01 December 2021: In Fizi territory, South Kivu province, a truck belonging to a humanitarian worker 
bringing food supplies to displaced people in Bibokoboko village was ambushed by gunmen. Food 
supplies were stolen and five people were killed, including the driver, his assistant, and two 
passengers. Sources: 7sur7.cd, Actualité I, Actualité II, Congo Rassuré, Humangle, La Libre 
Afrique, La Prunelle, Africa Radio and SOS Médias Burundi  
 
Sudan 
05 December 2021: In Kereinik locality, West Darfur state, unidentified perpetrators armed with 
heavy weapons burned down the Abuja IDP Camp, as well as a number of other neighbourhoods, 
leaving 88 people dead and 84 wounded. Sources: Dabanga Sudan I and Dabanga Sudan II 
 
06 December 2021: In El Fasher city, North Darfur state, tensions escalated between nomadic 
tribespeople and IDPs at the Zamzam Camp after a nomad tribe was attacked in Hashaba village. 
On 08 December, nomads threatened to attack the Zamzam Camp and encircled it, claiming that 
the perpetrators of the 06 December assault were hiding there. Security forces were deployed to 
protect IDPs from retaliatory attacks. Sources: Al Jazeera, Dabanga Sudan, OCHA and The 
Guardian 
 
10 December 2021: In Kreinik, Jebel Moon and Sarba localities, West Darfur state, amidst a bout 
of intercommunal violence, gunmen attacked IDP camps and villages, resulting in at least 138 deaths 
and dozens of injuries. Many of the wounded died because they could not reach medical facilities. 
Sources: Al Jazeera, Dabanga Sudan and The Guardian 

Asia 
Indonesia 
28 December 2021: Off the coast of Aceh province, Indonesian authorities announced that they 
would push a wooden boat carrying 120 Rohingya refugees at risk of capsizing back into international 
waters. On 29 December, following protests from locals and the international community, the 
authorities backtracked and decided that the boat would be towed to shore. Sources: The New 
Arab I and The New Arab II 
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Myanmar 
04 December 2021: In Boke village, Tabayin township, Shwebo district, Sagaing region, State 
Administration Council (SAC) forces raided and set fire to approximately 20 temporary shelters for 
displaced civilians. Four motorcycles, a bicycle, and more than 40 litres of rice were also destroyed. 
Source: Myanmar Now 
 
As reported on 16 December 2021: In Maungdaw township and district, Rakhine state, a court 
sentenced 109 Rohingya refugees to five years in prison and hard labour for ‘illegal immigration’. 
The refugees had been apprehended at sea on November 29 after fleeing the Cox’s Bazar refugee 
camps in Bangladesh and attempting to seek refuge in Malaysia. The court authorities released 90 
other Rohingya refugees who had been apprehended at the same time but who were under the age 
of 18 with a warning. Source: Radio Free Asia 
 
18 December 2021: Near Hnan Khar village, Gangaw township and district, Magway division, SAC 
forces burned down IDP camps and the house of a People's Defence Force (PDF) leader in a raid 
on the area. They also detained three villagers and physically assaulted another. Source: The 
Irrawaddy 
 
Thailand 
01 December 2021: In Samut Prakan province, Thai authorities arrested a Cambodian Buddhist 
monk with refugee status, raising fears that he would be deported to his country of origin. He was 
released two days later. Sources: Radio Free Asia I and Radio Free Asia II 

Europe 
Malta 
16-17 December 2021: Off the Maltese coast, at least four boats carrying 223 people, including 29 
women, four of whom pregnant, and eight children, found themselves in distress, prompting a rescue 
operation by the NGO vessel Sea-Eye 4. Maltese authorities refused to take the survivors in, forcing 
the NGO to seek a safe port in Italy. A fifth boat remains missing. Sources: Malta Today, Times of 
Malta I and Times of Malta II 

Middle East and North Africa 
Israel 
07 December 2021: In Jerusalem, Israeli soldiers closed a checkpoint separating the UNRWA-
administered Shuafat Refugee Camp without warning. Source: The New Arab 
 
Lebanon 
10 December 2021: At Burj Shamali Refugee Camp, Tyre city and district, South governorate, a fire 
broke out in a diesel tanker and spread to a nearby mosque triggering weapons stored inside to 
explode. At least 12 people were injured and an unknown number killed. Sources: New Age, 
Reuters and The New Arab 
 
12 December 2021: At Burj Shamali Refugee Camp, Tyre city and district, South governorate, a 
shootout targeted the funeral procession of a Hamas member. Hamas have accused the Palestinian 
Authority of being responsibe, which they deny. Sources: Middle East Eye and The New Arab  
 
Libya 
26 December 2021: In Khoms city, Murqub district, Tripolitania region, at least 27 people, including 
a baby and two women, drowned when their vessel sank. Three others were rescued. Sources: N1, 
The New Arab and Times of Malta  
 
Syrian Arab Republic 
01 December 2021: In Al Hol Camp, Al-Hasakah governorate, Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) 
stormed the Section Five of the camp and detained an unknown number of people. Source: ACLED1 
 
02 December 2021: In Marea city, Aleppo governorate, the handcuffed body of a male IDP was 
found. Source: SNHR 
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As reported on 05 December 2021: In Rukban area, Rif Dimashq governorate, a government-
imposed blockade of the al Rukban Camp continues to hinder the ability of humanitarian 
organisations to reach the area. Source: The New Arab 
 
09 December 2021: In al Hol Camp, al Hasakah governorate, gunmen shot dead a female IDP in 
her tent located in Section Five of the camp. Source: SNHR 
 
As reported on 13 December 2021: In Yarmouk Camp, Damascus city, Damascus governorate, 
unidentified perpetrators reportedly looted desks from destroyed UNRWA schools. Camp refugees 
also reported numerous recent incidents of the looting of health and educational centers. Source: 
Syria.tv 
 
14 December 2021: In al Hol Camp, al Hasakah governorate, the body of a female IDP was found 
in the victim’s tent located in Section Five of the Camp bearing stab wounds. Source: SNHR 
 
18 December 2021: In al Hol Camp, al Hasakah governorate, Islamic State militants killed a camp 
resident. Source: The New Arab 
 
Tunisia 
15 December 2021: Off the coast of Sfax city and governorate, a boat containing an unknown 
number of migrants and asylum seekers sank, prompting a rescue operation by Tunisian authorities. 
One Egyptian national died and another person is missing. Source: The New Arab 
 
Yemen 
As reported on 09 December 2021: In al Wadi district, Marib governorate, two missiles struck the 
IOM-managed al Hamma IDP Camp, injuring five people, including one woman and at least four 
children. Sources: CIMP, ECHO and IOM 
 
20 December 2021: In al Qarn village, Bart al Anan district, al Jawf governorate, an IDP camp was 
hit by artillery shells. Source: CIMP 
 
20 December 2021: In Afi village, Khabb wa ash Shaaf district, al Jawf governorate, an IDP camp 
was hit by artillery shells. Source: CIMP 

 

This Monthly News Brief comprises reported threats and incidents of violence affecting protection of IDPs and 

refugees. It is part of the Protection in Danger project by Insecurity Insight. It is prepared from information available in 

local, national and international news outlets and online databases.  

The incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list of all events of threats and incidents of violence 

affecting protection of IDPs and refugees and have not been independently verified. All decisions made, on the basis 

of, or with consideration to, such information remains the responsibility of their respective organisations. 

This document is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency 

for International Development (USAID). The contents are the responsibility of Insecurity Insight and do not necessarily 

reflect the views of USAID, the U.S. Government, or Save the Children Federation, Inc. 
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1 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) database attribution policy. Accessed 19 December 2021. 
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