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Safety, security and access incidents  
Incidents of threats and violence affecting the provision of education. 

Africa 
Burkina Faso 
06 December 2021: In Bagala village, Nouna department, Kossi province, Boucle du Mouhoun 
region, suspected Jama'at Nusrat al-Islam wal-Muslimin (JNIM) militants kidnapped a teacher and 
stole two motorcycles. * Source: ACLED1 

 
06 December 2021: In Kassan village, Tougan department, Sourou province, armed men assaulted 
teachers at a school and forced them to close. One teacher was injured.* Source: AIB  
 
06 December 2021: In Diouroum village, Tougan department, Sourou province, armed men 
attacked two schools and forced both to close.* Source: AIB  
 
Nigeria 
12 December 2021: In Egbo, Kokori, Ethiope East LGA, Delta state, unidentified gunmen kidnapped 
the Chairman of the National Association of Proprietors of Private Schools and his wife, at the Okro 
Market, as they were on their way home. Source: Sahara Reporters 
 
19 December 2021: Along the Ayebode Road, Ikole LGA, Ekiti state, gunmen kidnapped a female 
teacher of the Saint Paul’s Primary School for a ransom of NGN50 million. Her abduction prompted 
teachers across the state, under the platform of the Nigeria Union of Teachers, to contribute NGN500 
each to pay the ransom demand. Sources: Punch and Sahara Reporters 
 
20 December 2021: In Wushishi LGA, Niger state, reports of a planned attack by armed bandits 
against the Niger State Polytechnic and the Government Girls Day Secondary School, both located 
outside of Zungeru town, forced the closure of all public and private primary, secondary and tertiary 
schools.* Source: Sahara Reporters 
 
20 December 2021: In Ibadan city, Oyo state, armed robbers invaded the north campus of The 
PolyTechnic, stormed flats housing lecturers, and shot and injured male teacher. Valuables worth 
millions of naira were taken. Source: Sahara Reporters 
 
31 December 2021: In Kucheri village, Tsafe LGA, Zamfara state, bandits blocked the Gasau-Fanta 
Highway and kidnapped commuters in five separate vehicles, including a teacher and 21 students 
of Islamiyya School in Rini town, Bakura LGA. All were later rescued. Source: Sahara Reporters 

https://bit.ly/Nov2021EduMNB
https://bit.ly/Oct2021EduMB
http://insecurityinsight.org/projects/education-in-danger
http://insecurityinsight.org/
http://eepurl.com/gPFd0v
https://twitter.com/InsecurityInsig
https://insecurityinsight.org/
http://www.protectingeducation.org/
http://insecurityinsight.org/methodology-and-definitions#section_education_in_danger
https://protectingeducation.org/the-problem/what-is-an-attack-on-education/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www-aib-media.translate.goog/2021/12/06/sourou-des-enseignants-brutalises-des-ecoles-fermees-a-kassan-et-a-diouroum-par-des-assaillants/?_x_tr_sl=fr&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=sc
https://www-aib-media.translate.goog/2021/12/06/sourou-des-enseignants-brutalises-des-ecoles-fermees-a-kassan-et-a-diouroum-par-des-assaillants/?_x_tr_sl=fr&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=sc
http://saharareporters.com/2021/12/14/gunmen-kidnap-chairman-private-school-owners-wife-delta-state
https://punchng.com/again-kidnappers-strike-in-ekiti-lg-abduct-female-teacher-four-others-demand-n50m/
http://saharareporters.com/2021/12/21/ekiti-teachers-contribute-n500-each-ransom-free-kidnapped-colleague
http://saharareporters.com/2021/12/20/schools-closed-niger-state-over-planned-attack-bandits
http://saharareporters.com/2021/12/20/lecturer-shot-robbers-invade-top-nigerian-polytechnic-oyo
http://saharareporters.com/2022/01/01/21-islamiyya-school-children-abducted-bandits-zamfara-freed
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Asia 
China 
As reported on 20 December 2021: In Yongshun county, Hunan province, Chinese authorities 
detained a pregnant teacher at the Yongshun County Psychiatric Hospital for publicly speaking out 
against the expulsion of the journalism lecturer of the Shanghai Aurora College a few days earlier. 
On 24 December, the teacher was released, but remained under surveillance and was prevented 
from speaking publicly.* Sources: Radio Free Asia I, Radio Free Asia II and Radio Free Asia III  
 
Myanmar 
01 December 2021: In Nga Hpyu Ka Lay Ywar Ma village, Thayarwady township and district, Bago 
region, State Administration Council (SAC) forces reportedly arrested a teacher from the Pan Swea 
Village School for participating in the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM). Source: ACLED1 
 
01 December 2021: In Hpa Lan Kone village, Thayarwady township and district, Bago region, SAC 
forces reportedly arrested the Head of the Aing Ka Don Primary School for participating in the CDM. 
Source: ACLED1  
 
01 December 2021: In Chanmyathazi township, Mandalay district and region, SAC forces cordoned 
off the Mya Nanda housing complex, where they reportedly arrested five striking government 
workers, including a teacher who had just been discharged from hospital. Source: The Irrawaddy 
 
06 December 2021: In Myo Soe village, Myaing township, Pakokku district, Magway region, around 
30 people reportedly killed a teacher and her parents at their home for not joining the CDM. Source: 
ACLED1 
 
07 December 2021: In Kanbalu township and district, Sagaing region, a teacher was reportedly 
tortured and killed while being interrogated by a member of the SAC forces. Sources: Twitter  and 
Chindwin News Agency  
 
20 December 2021: In Lewe township, Naypyidaw Union Territory region, SAC forces reportedly 
arrested and assaulted a teacher for his participation in the CDM. Less than 24 hours later, his family 
members were informed that he died in custody, allegedly as a result of underlying health issues. 
Source: Myanmar Now and The Irrawaddy 
 
23 December 2021: In Htomar village, Kalay township and district, Sagaing region, SAC forces 
occupied a school.* Source: Myanmar Now  
 
Pakistan 
30 December 2021: In Quetta city and district, Balochistan province, a remote-controlled IED 
detonated near the main gate of the Government Science College, killing four students and injuring 
16 participating in a conference organised by the student wing of the Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam 
ideological group.* Source: Dawn 

Middle East and North Africa 
Libya 
16 December 2021: In Sabha city, Sabha district, Fezzan region, schools and universities were shut 
down because of clashes between rival security forces. Source: RT Arabic 
 
21 December 2021: In Tripoli, lectures at the University of Tripoli were interrupted, as teachers, staff 
and students were asked to evacuate campus amid security tensions linked to the Libyan General 
Election. Rival armed groups closed roads, forcing schools to close. Sources: The New Arab I and 
The New Arab II 
 
Occupied Palestinian Territories 
14 December 2021: In Birzeit town, Ramallah and al-Bireh governorate, West Bank, Israeli forces 
beat the security guards of the Birzeit University campus, and forced their way into the Faculties of 
Science, Engineering, Pharmacology and Postgraduate Studies. The search lasted two hours, 
during which property was damaged.* Source: The New Arab 

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/teacher-history-12202021123228.html
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/outcry-12222021122829.html
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/teacher-12272021142707.html
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/five-striking-myanmar-government-staff-seized-in-mandalay.html?fbclid=IwAR3GliihWL5Mf26Nd8NFnpn6zPVrJ1MmB9d5R31u6ChAEB6Q87TqpQZVmFY
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://twitter.com/NuWarHlaing2/status/1468913382610792453?t=rA6pPS23rTvx3xB1zi4Aew&s=19
https://twitter.com/TheChindwin/status/1468797733846671361?t=ahEJyqZ6FUAy5WXiDX7rJQ&s=19
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/naypyitaw-teacher-dies-in-junta-custody-within-one-day-of-arrest
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/five-civilians-tortured-to-death-by-myanmar-regime.html
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/nine-civilians-reported-dead-after-attack-on-sagaing-village
https://www.dawn.com/news/1666756
https://arabic.rt.com/middle_east/1304383-%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%85%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%B3%D8%A8%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%B7%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%83%D9%88%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9/
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/armed-groups-deploy-libya-capital
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/libyan-candidates-talk-and-militias-deploy-crisis-deepens
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/israeli-forces-raid-university-campus-west-bank
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Syrian Arab Republic 
13 December 2021: In Maarzaf village, Mahardah district, Hama governorate, a school was hit by a 
rocket fired by Syrian forces.* Source: SOHR, SNHR and Twitter 
 
19 December 2021: In Homs city and governorate, a 14-year-old boy was injured when a grenade 
exploded in the playground at Ruqqaya School.* Source: SOHR 
 
Yemen 
17 December 2021: At Al Majaishah locality, Maqbanah district, Ta'izz governorate, a school was 
damaged by airstrikes.* Source: CIMP  
 
24 December 2021: At Al Wahdah district, Amanat Al Asimah governorate, a school was damaged 
when airstrikes hit an adjacent military installation.* Source: CIMP  

 
This Monthly News Brief comprises reported incidents of threatened or actual violence affecting education. It is 

part of the Education in Danger project by Insecurity Insight. It is prepared from information available in local, national and 

international news outlets and online databases. The incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list of all 

events that affected the provision of education and have not been independently verified. All decisions made, on the basis 

of, or with consideration to, such information remains the responsibility of their respective organisations. 

This document is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for 

International Development (USAID). The contents are the responsibility of Insecurity Insight and do not necessarily 

reflect the views of USAID, the U.S. Government, or Save the Children Federation, Inc. 
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Insight. bit.ly/Dec2021EduMNB 

                                                                   

1 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) database attribution policy. Accessed 29 December 2021. 

https://www.syriahr.com/en/230869/
https://news.sn4hr.org/2021/12/13/attack-whose-source-hasnt-yet-been-identified-took-place-near-a-school-in-s-idlib-on-december-13/
https://twitter.com/FARED_ALHOR/status/1470343279354986496
https://www.syriahr.com/en/231507/
https://civilianimpactmonitoring.org/
https://civilianimpactmonitoring.org/
https://acleddata.com/privacy-policy/

