
 

 

A new wave of violence across Darfur has generated 
enormous additional humanitarian needs since early 
2014. Hostilities and violence involving Government 
forces supported by the Rapid Support Force, a 
Government-affiliated militia, and armed movements in 
Darfur have expanded and the conflict has spread 
across much of North and South Darfur, with some spillover effects to Central, West and East Darfur 
states. Civilian populations bear the brunt of the recent hostilities and insecurity. As of 31 March, the 
number of newly displaced people stands at 199,268. This is in addition to some 2 million people who 
face longer-term displacement, having fled their homes during the height of the conflict in 2003-2005. 
During the early stages of this current crisis, aid agencies have been unable to access many of the 
affected areas due to violence and insecurity as well as denials of access by the authorities. Whilst 
access for humanitarian assistance activities has seen an improvement in recent days, ongoing 
displacement provoked by threats to life and the physical destruction of property continues to be of 
significant concern.   

 

Aid agencies have had some form of access to 
132,000 of the newly displaced people in Darfur, 
accounting for about 66 per cent of the 199,268 people 
who remain displaced. In some cases, agencies like 
WFP/WHO were granted individual fast-track access 
by the Government authorities to expedite the delivery 
of emergency supplies, including food and medical supplies.  

 

This means that humanitarian organisations have yet 
to reach some 67,268 people (34 per cent of the 
overall number of displaced in 2014) to assess their 
needs and provide vital assistance. These people are 
mainly in the El Taweisha and El Lait areas in North 
Darfur. However, on 30 March, the Government 
permitted a WFP assessment mission (together with one UNICEF staff) to access El Taweisha and El Lait 
localities. 

In addition, on 30 March, the Government of Sudan’s Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) said it will 
allow inter-agency needs assessments to be conducted between early and mid-April in a number of other 
locations in North Darfur, including in Tawilla, Korma, and Shangil Tobay. 
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As of 26 March, about 106,600 newly displaced and 
affected people received some form of assistance, 
including food aid and non-food relief supplies. This 
amounts to a little over half of the people who were 
displaced during the first quarter of 2014. This number 
will increase with the recent increase in access. WFP 
anticipates that it will assist up to 70,000 people in 
need in the El Taweisha and El Lait localities. 

 

In January-February 2014, the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) recorded 
33 escort requests made by OCHA and UN Agencies, 
Funds and Programmes to the African Union – UN 
Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) to conduct needs 
assessment missions in Darfur. Of these, 9 requests 
were canceled due to various reasons, including lack 
of clearance from the authorities and unavailability of armed escorts as well as other operational 
constraints. In total, 24 missions were able to proceed and conduct needs assessments, which means 
that 73 per cent of requested assessments with UNAMID escort in January-February 2014 were 
undertaken.  

 

Since the start of the crisis, OCHA has submitted oral and written requests to the authorities for all areas 
affected by the current conflict in all Darfur states. Although there was little progress during the first 
weeks, the last couple of days have seen a significant improvement in the granting of humanitarian 
access. Assessment missions to recently non-accessible areas are planned for the coming days and 
weeks to mount a swift humanitarian response.  

 

The latest wave of violence across Darfur has also 
displaced hundreds of people from Eastern Jebel 
Marra to Tawila in North Darfur, according to aid 
agencies. The UN estimates that prior to this latest 
wave of displacement, there were already about 
100,000 people in the Eastern Jebel Marra area who 
are either displaced or severely affected by conflict.  
There has been virtually no access for humanitarian organizations in the Eastern Jebel Marra area since 
2010. In addition, aid agencies have been unable to access people affected or displaced by inter-tribal 
violence in Abu Karinka and Adila localities in East Darfur since August 2013. 
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