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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 A bumper cereal harvest gathered in 2012 

 Grain imports expected to decrease although durum wheat 
imports resumed earlier than expected 

 Domestic food price inflation has continued to increase in 2012 

Estimates indicate the second largest cereal 
harvest in 2012 

Despite an unusual period of snowfall in February and cold 
temperatures in parts, the 2012 cereal harvest turned out to be the 
second highest on record, following that of 2009. Preliminary official 
estimates indicated an even higher cereal harvest of about 5.6-5.8 
million tonnes. This led to concerns about storage capacity to 
accommodate the large harvest. The latest estimates, however, 
indicate a slightly lower 5.3 million tonnes of cereals in 2012, but still 
some 25 percent higher than in 2011. Both wheat and barley production 
exceeded last year’s crop by more than a quarter, thanks to sufficient 
rainfall, timely availability of seeds and incentives for farmers such as 
seasonal interest-free loans, support for farm inputs, equipment 
leasing, and the Rural Renewal Programme aiming to revitalise the 
country’s rural regions. 
 
On the other hand, high temperatures triggered some wildfires that 
resulted in losses to the horticulture sector where over 64 000 hectares 
of fruit trees were destroyed. In addition, over 4 000 hectares of cereals 
(a fraction of the total area of over 3 million hectares planted) were 
destroyed by the wildfires in June and July. 
 
Limited infestations of desert locust were reported in July in the 
extreme south and recent rainfall may result in small-scale localized 
breeding that could lead to increased locust numbers by mid-
September 2012. 

Wheat imports expected to decrease compared to 
last year 

Even in years of ample domestic production, Algeria relies heavily on 
grain imports from the international market to cover its consumption 
needs, with wheat being the most prominent. In the last five years, the 
country imported an average of almost 6 million tonnes, nearly 70 
percent of its domestic utilization. Following the increased 2012 
harvest, wheat imports are projected to decrease by some 15 percent 
compared to 2011 to about 5.2 million tonnes. In 2012, total cereal 
imports are expected to decrease by only 8 percent compared to 2011 
despite the 25 percent increase in production.  
 
In June 2012, Algeria halted imports of durum wheat and barley until 
the end of December 2012 as stocks were found to be sufficient while 
the purchasing of milling wheat has continued. However, L’Office 
algérien interprofessionnel des céréales (OAIC) has resumed buying 
wheat internationally in order to mitigate the impact of additional 
increases in international prices following weather related concerns in 
main wheat producing countries. Traditionally, France is a large 
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supplier of wheat to Algeria but this year there are concerns over the 
quality of the crop in France following rain damage. 

Food inflation increasing 

In Algeria, food prices increased by 2.3 percent in July 2012 compared 
to June 2012 and by 11.9 percent compared to a year earlier. The 
national CPI increased by 1.3 percent in July 2012 compared to June. 
 
In the capital Algiers, the year on year price increase, for bread and 
cereals, was 1.7 percent in July 2012 while the increase for dairy, fish 
meat and fruits was 2.6 percent, 15 percent, over 30 percent, and over 
23 percent respectively. 
 
Owing to smaller imports of cereals, the country’s monthly food import 
bill decreased by nearly 11 percent in June and about 14 percent in 
July compared to the same months last year. The decline, however, 
appears to be only temporary. Food usually represents about 20 
percent of Algerian imports. 
 
The large food import bill and the relatively low rate of bread and dairy 
inflation are in part due to the generous food subsidies system. While 
subsidies are likely to remain, there is a discussion about their cost and 
food waste related to underpriced staples. 
 

 


