
 

 

 

Doctors Worldwide Philippines Report 

As of December 4th, the National Disaster Risk Reduction Management Council (NDRRMC) of 

the Philippines reported 5,560 deaths, 26,136 injured, and 1,757 missing. A total of 

10,956,460 people have been affected and the number of houses damaged is estimated at 

1,173,413 with almost half completely destroyed. With the number of displaced people 

currently estimated at over 3,54 million (OCHA), concerns continue to grow for those living 

in damaged, overcrowded houses or shelters since they are highly vulnerable to infection, as 

the rainy season continues and stagnant water remains. To date the five main causes of 

morbidity identified across all affected regions still remain acute respiratory infection, fever, 

diarrhoea, hypertension and skin disease. Besides there is an increase in cases of wounds as 

a result of clearing up debris. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Following its past experience in emergency medical relief Doctors Worldwide Turkey sent an 

assessment team to the Philippines few days after Typhoon Haiyan hit the region.  After 

conducting a need assessment we have decided to open a field hospital in collaboration with 

our partner Global Medic in order to support the existing rural health centre in the region of 

Dagami. 45,000 persons live in this area and most of them have been affected by Yolanda 

typhoon. The field hospital opened on November 25th and since then within 3 weeks more 

than 1000 patients have been examined and provided with the appropriate treatment. Half 

patients are children and the medical team has also been performing free circumcision 

surgeries. Medicines are also available and provided for free thanks to the donations we 

received. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Despite the tough context our team has been overwhelmed by the warm welcoming 

attitudes of the community living in the area.  Two of our volunteers, Dr. Ilhan Ozturk and 

Prof. Dr. Celal Devecioglu were transporting a pregnant woman to Tacloban hospital when 

she gave birth inside the ambulance. The baby was named Kerem after Dr. Kerem Kinik, 

President of Doctors Worldwide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So far 2 teams of volunteers have been sent and DWWT will keep sending teams will keep 

providing health care on the field to people in need.  

The situation on the field has improved but the needs in terms of nutrition and WASH remain 

worrying. Basic health care is provided in functional health centres where health professional 

are needed but an extensive evaluation of the situation has not been made yet. DWWT will 

keep up providing medical supplies and medicines to existing health structures of the area 

until the local capacities are self-sufficient again.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since its establishment in 2004 DWWT has been providing medical care in emergency 

situations around the world despite any discrimination. Our volunteer teams went to Sri 

Lanka in 2004, in Pakistan (in 2005 following the earthquake and in 2010 following the 

floodings) and in Van in Turkey in the immediate aftermath of the earthquake.  


