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DR Congo: Humanitarian situation in North Kivu (as of 28 June 2012)

North Kivu has been a “hot spot” over the past several weeks as a flare-up in fighting has forced over 220,000 people from their 
homes since April. Some 37,000 have crossed over to neighboring Rwanda and Uganda, while over 30,000 have crossed
into South Kivu. The deteriorating security situation has led to increases in violence against civilians. Previously home to some 

 550,000 IDPs, the latest wave of violence will push up the figure in North Kivu. North and South Kivu account for some 70% of 
the total IDP population. For the first time since 2009, DRC hosts over 2 million IDPs.

Conflict & Displacements
The latest violence results directly from 
in-fighting in the national army that started 
in April 2012. The territories of Rutshuru, 
Walikale, Lubero and Masisi represent the 
epicenters of the violence. Mindful that the 
harvest season is near, thousands of IDPs 
are staying close to their fields, leading to 
large concentrations of civilians in proximity of 
combat zones. Host families account for 72%
of the refuge of IDPs. IDPs represent 13%
of North Kivu’s population.

Needs and Response
Shelter, water and sanitation, health, 
food and non-food items are the 
most acute needs to which UN 
agencies and NGOs are stepping up 
their efforts to respond. Aid is 
currently being provided where 
access permits. The ability to deploy 
aid is directly linked to: access 
(security+ road conditions) and 
funding.

Humanitarian Access
Access is a critical issue as the volatility of 
the situation poses risk in terms of 
planning aid response. In some cases the 
volatility has translated into a number of 
sites being looted after aid had been 
distributed.  The insecurity puts at risk the 
lives of both those in need and aid 
workers. UN peacekeepers are a critical 
actor in securing routes.

Timeline

April 2012
Fighting breaks out, 

first displacements reported 

May 2012
Over 220,000 people

 displaced in NK

Funding
The humanitarian community estimates at 10 per cent the increase in 
requirements for the Humanitarian Action Plan due to the deteriorating 
situation in the Kivus. In a global context of declining humanitarian 
funding, available resources are insufficient to respond to the new 
needs. Aid organizations are using current financial resources, 
however if the crisis were to prolong for many more weeks, organizations 
would be strapped for cash.

 
The DRC appeal is currently funded at 35% of the 

USD719 million requested. 
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