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This summary is produced by DRC Middle East and North Africa (MENA) regional 
office. It covers inter and intra-regional displacement and displacement induced 
mobility drawing widely from available sources in the region. Given the complex 
migration trends taking place in the Middle East, this summary is intended to give 
a consolidated snapshot of mixed migration in the region.(Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Turkey, Iraq). 

A note on terminology: Throughout this report the term migrant/refugee is used for all persons 
involved in mixed migration flows (including asylum seekers, trafficked persons, migrants, 
refugees) with the exception of Syrians who are recognised as persons in need of international 
protection. If the group mentioned refers only to refugees or asylum seekers or trafficked 
persons or migrants it will be clearly stated

Cover Photo Credit: A family moving to a better place in the Bajet Kandala camp after heavy rain 
Photos from Kurdish Region Iraq   |   Photo by Klaus Bo Christensen
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SYRIA

Syrian Refugees: As the conflict in Syria reaches its sixth year, ongoing fighting 
continues to displace thousands of Syrians both within and outside of the country. As of 
May 31, 2016 UNHCR had registered a total 4,838,620 Syrian refugees in neighbouring 
countries and North Africa since the conflict began. In the last month alone, 1,982 new 
individuals were registered (up 0.04%) since April 30, 2016. By mid-May the total figure 
had grown by 7,473 from April 30, 2016 to reach 4,844,111 individuals before dropping 
to the final end of May total. Of the total UNHCR registered Syrian refugees, 4,346,428 
(90%) live in urban, peri-urban, or rural areas, while only 492,192 (10%) live in formal. 
The majority are hosted by Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan and Iraq.

Conflict and Displacement: By the end of May, 2016 an estimated 6.5 million people 
were internally displaced within Syria. The majority are in the rural Damascus and Aleppo 
governorates. The February 27 Cessation of Hostilities (CoH) continued to breakdown 
in April and May with frequent reports of fighting including airstrikes on Syrian refugee 
camps and attacks on hospitals. 

In the last week of May, more than 45,000 Syrians fled to the area between the Bab Al 
Salam border crossing with Turkey and the town of Azaz in Aleppo (known as the Azaz 
corridor). This was due to a large-scale offensive in Northern Aleppo by the so-called 
Islamic State. An additional 8,000 people fled to this area at the end of May due to a 
Syrian army offensive in Ar-Raqqa governorate, bringing the total number of people 
stranded at the border to more than 165,000. Since early May the advancement of 
government forces has caused the displacement of a further 13,600 Syrians in Eastern 
Ghouta, rural Damascus in addition to 45,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
reported in Al Hasakeh governorate since February, 2016.

As of January 2016, there were an estimated 450,000 Palestinian refugees in Syria, 
280,000 of whom have been internally displaced. Since December 2015, figures show 
39,500 Iraqi refugees residing within Syria. 

Closing Borders: Despite nearly 5 million Syrians fleeing their country since the 
beginning of the conflict, the borders surrounding Syria are becoming increasingly 
closed. For Syrians today, very few legal routes to exit the country remain. Their situation 
is characterised by tightly controlled land borders, strict visa requirements to enter 
Lebanon, limited admissions at the Jordanian border and visa requirements for entry to 
Turkey by sea or air. 

By the end of May, 2016, an estimated 165,000 people were stranded in Syria along 
the Turkish border. The border has remained closed for the past 15 months, with some 
medical exceptions (see Turkey section). This marks an increase of roughly 65,000 
people since April 30, 2016. Between May 24 and 27 alone, approximately 45,000 
people arrived at the border after fleeing advances by the so-called Islamic State in 
Azaz. There are also an estimated 72,000 displaced Syrians stranded between the two 
berms at Syria’s southern border with Jordan (see Jordan section). If the conflict in Syria 
continues, the number of those stranded at the Jordanian border is expected to reach 
100,000 by the end of 2016.
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http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-crisis-bi-weekly-situation-report-no06-06-june-2016-enar
http://www.acaps.org/country/syria/crisis-analysis
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=53918&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWWpKa01qWmlPVEkzTkRNdyIsInQiOiI2eXZjbmQrM28wUUJNQm8xY2U0Y2VCUkRpalVINmVjKzVvQk5RN1FqbVVqekU1bEN5bmdLSjNPRWNzamJZNHdyZXNDcDFheCtQZG1sXC9NR0ZIZmtyRXR0ak9ER2c3bFJxUHQ1Zk5YMlRhYTg9In0%3D#.V3ggC
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2016/05/06
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/may/03/maternity-hospital-aleppo-deadly-blast-syria?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiT0RNMVlqazJNR1EzTkdReSIsInQiOiJCUGdHNWRYVkNxMW9TSmV4RktXa0J2WnJUdHNlUVR3dkR2Rjd3NURJa0hNTEp2Smc2eEl2UlhuRjViNERZdlZuUXhMMmw4KzFvVWhRXC9oSFc5bjl3aXBMd
http://www.acaps.org/sites/acaps/files/products/files/syria_displacement_azaz.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ALO Regional External Situational Report-MAY.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-weekly-flash-update-recent-events-29-may-2016
https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/05/27/dispatches-isis-advance-traps-165000-syrians-closed-turkish-border
http://www.acaps.org/country/syria/crisis-analysis
http://www.acaps.org/country/syria/crisis-analysis
https://www.irinnews.org/analysis/2016/03/10/no-way-out-how-syrians-are-struggling-find-exit?IRIN
https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/04/14/turkey-open-borders-syrians-fleeing-isis
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2015/01/lebanon-visa-restrictions-syrians-2015131029059563.html
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016/04/jordan-syria-refugees-border-blocks-medical-care-unhcr.html
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkey-changes-syria-visa-policy-to-curb-illegal-entries.aspx?pageID=238&nID=93243&NewsCatID=352
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkey-changes-syria-visa-policy-to-curb-illegal-entries.aspx?pageID=238&nID=93243&NewsCatID=352
https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/05/27/dispatches-isis-advance-traps-165000-syrians-closed-turkish-border
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2016/05/30
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/more-100000-people-trapped-northern-syria-renewed-fighting-msf
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2016/05/30
http://www.acaps.org/country/jordan/crisis-analysis
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/9681fbb39ff945d2baa6fd028db9d892/syria-refugees-kept-behind-fences-amid-jordan-security
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-crisis-bi-weekly-situation-report-no06-06-june-2016-enar
https://www.irinnews.org/analysis/2016/03/10/no-way-out-how-syrians-are-struggling-find-exit?IRIN
https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/04/14/turkey-open-borders-syrians-fleeing-isis
https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/05/27/dispatches-isis-advance-traps-165000-syrians-closed-turkish-border
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On March 8, 2016 the Balkan route became closed to refugees and other mixed 
migrants following official border closures in Macedonia (FYROM), Croatia, and Slovenia. 
By the end of April 2016, these closures effectively left close to 54,000 refugees and 
mixed migrants, including thousands of Syrians, stranded in Greece.

Eastern Mediterranean Route: In May 2016, UNHCR reported 1,721 boat arrivals in 
Greece – a 53% decrease from April, 2016 figures (which were already an 86% decrease 
from March 2016). Of the recorded May arrivals, 637 were Syrian (half the April figure), 
258 Afghan, 224 Pakistani, 155 Iraqi, and 120 Algerian. The average daily arrivals in May 
were 56 individuals a day, less than half of the 122 person daily average in April. IOM 
reported no deaths along the Eastern Mediterranean route in May, 2016, as compared 
to 10 deaths reported in April. According to FRONTEX 77,735 Syrians have arrived in 
Greece along the Eastern Mediterranean route in the first 5 months of 2016.

EU-Turkey Agreement: On March 18, 2016 the European Union and Turkey made a 
controversial deal intended to stop the flow of refugees and other mixed migrants into 
Europe. Under the agreement, Turkey was reclassified as a ‘safe country’ meaning 
all ‘irregular migrants’ arriving in Greece after midnight on March 20, 2016 would be 
deported to Turkey. The agreement came in exchange for $6.8 billion in refugee-related 
aid to Turkey, visa free travel for Turkish citizens in Europe’s Schengen zone by June, 
and a ‘speeding-up’ of talks concerning Ankara’s accession to the EU. The deal also 
means that for every Syrian deported from Greece to Turkey, the EU will resettle one 
Syrian living in a Turkish refugee camp. The agreement came into force on March 20 and 
has been met with significant backlash concerning the legality of the agreement and the 
extent to which Turkey qualifies as a safe third country. These concerns were fuelled by 
reports of the forcible return of Afghan asylum seekers to Afghanistan hours after the 
EU-Turkey deal came into force.

Only 10 weeks after the implementation of the EU-Turkey Agreement, media and 
commentators are describing a ‘dying,’ ‘faltering,’ and ‘sputter[ing]’ deal. Though forced 
deportations by boat from Greece to Turkey began on April 4, as of May 31, 2016 
just over 400 people had been returned from Greece to Turkey, none of them Syrian. 
However, some Syrians returned voluntarily. There are no specific numbers regarding 
the nationalities of the individuals deported but reports indicate that Pakistanis, Afghans 
and Bangladeshis were among those returned to Turkey. The move has, however, been 
credited with a drastic reduction of sea arrivals in Greece.

The agreement was dealt a blow on May 20, 2016 when a three person appeals tribunal 
in Lesbos ruled against sending a Syrian man back to Turkey. The appeal applicant 
was one of the first Syrians listed for deportation under the agreement, but the appeals 
committee ruled that the rights entitled to the applicant, under the Geneva convention, 
would not be upheld in Turkey. Amnesty International lauded this decision, saying that 
“Turkey is not safe for refugees.” The Greek government stated that the decision had 
created “a very difficult situation.”

...1,721  boat 
arrivals in Greece...

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/mar/09/balkans-refugee-route-closed-say-european-leaders
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/may/28/greece-refugee-warehouses-not-fit-for-animals
http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/country.php?id=83
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Daily_Arrival_Greece_09062016.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Daily_Arrival_Greece_09062016.pdf
http://missingmigrants.iom.int/mediterranean
http://frontex.europa.eu/trends-and-routes/migratory-routes-map/
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/03/refugee-crisis-eu-pitch-plan-turkey-160318041007574.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/03/refugee-crisis-boats-arrive-greece-eu-turkey-deal-160320044556614.html
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/refugees-greece-eu-turkey-deal-1428505633
https://www.amnesty.org/en/press-releases/2016/04/turkey-illegal-mass-returns-of-syrian-refugees-expose-fatal-flaws-in-eu-turkey-deal/
http://www.irinnews.org/analysis/2016/04/12/what-%E2%80%8Bwill%E2%80%8B-happen-migrants-returned-turkey?utm_source=IRIN+-+the+inside+story+on+emergencies&utm_campaign=d3b09a7d45-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_ENGLISH_MIDDLE_EAST&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d842d98289-
https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/research-subject-groups/centre-criminology/centreborder-criminologies/blog/2016/03/turkey-safe-third
https://www.amnesty.org/en/press-releases/2016/03/turkey-safe-country-sham-revealed-dozens-of-afghans-returned/
http://www.irinnews.org/analysis/2016/06/03/eu-turkey-migration-deal-dying-what%E2%80%99s-plan-b?utm_source=IRIN - the inside story on emergencies&utm_campaign=723bd4830a-RSS_EMAIL_ENGLISH_ALL&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d842d98289-723bd4830a-7
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2016/05/12
http://www.ekathimerini.com/209294/article/ekathimerini/news/migrant-bottleneck-in-greece-as-eu-turkey-deal-sputters
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/apr/04/first-moves-to-deport-refugees-from-greece-to-turkey-underway
http://www.irinnews.org/analysis/2016/06/03/eu-turkey-migration-deal-dying-what%E2%80%99s-plan-b?utm_source=IRIN - the inside story on emergencies&utm_campaign=723bd4830a-RSS_EMAIL_ENGLISH_ALL&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d842d98289-723bd4830a-7
http://www.ekathimerini.com/208304/article/ekathimerini/news/around-20-syrians-readmitted-to-turkey-under-eu-migrant-deal
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/may/10/non-syrians-denied-asylum-claims-under-eu-turkey-deal-meps
https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/04/19/eu/greece-first-turkey-deportations-riddled-abuse
http://www.ekathimerini.com/208621/article/ekathimerini/news/migrant-arrivals-to-greece-drop-amid-eu-turkey-pact-tensions
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/may/20/syrian-refugee-wins-appeal-against-forced-return-to-turkey
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/05/eu-turkey-deal-greek-decision-highlights-fundamental-flaws/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/may/20/syrian-refugee-wins-appeal-against-forced-return-to-turkey
http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/country.php?id=83
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Despite the fact that no Syrians have been involuntarily returned from Greece to Turkey, 
as of May 18, 2016, 177 Syrians have been resettled in EU countries - namely Sweden, 
Germany, the Netherlands, Finland and Lithuania. The European Commission indicated 
that 723 Syrians are currently awaiting transfer.

Other Routes to Europe: For the second consecutive month, more people arrived 
by sea to Italy (19,925 individuals) than to Greece (1,721 individuals). This does not, 
however, mark a significant shift by Syrians to the Central Mediterranean route to 
Europe. Despite the greater number of arrivals in Italy, FRONTEX claims that this is 
not related to shifting routes used by refugees and other mixed migrants stranded in 
Turkey. Arrivals in Italy are primarily from Eritrea, Nigeria, Gambia, Somalia, Cote d’Ivoire, 
Guinea, Sudan, Mali, and Senegal, with no notable increase in Syrian arrivals. 

Despite the closure of the Balkan route to Europe and fears that the EU-Turkey 
Agreement will significantly shift migration routes to the Bulgarian border, Bulgarian 
officials reported that the number of refugees and other mixed migrants entering 
Bulgaria from Turkey has dropped. In the first quarter of 2016, Bulgarian officials 
detected roughly 2,800 irregular crossings at the Turkish border, a 20% decrease from 
the 3,500 detected during the same period in 2015. The estimated daily average for 
arrivals varies, with border monitoring groups reporting only 50 refugees and other 
mixed migrant arrivals per day while the ICRC indicates that nearly 200 are arrested on a 
daily basis. 

Bulgarian officials attribute the dropping numbers to increased Turkish policing at the 
border. As of March 31, 2016 Iraqis were the largest group apprehended by Bulgarian 
authorities at the border followed by Syrians, Afghans, and Pakistanis. People typically 
cross this densely forested border on foot or via official checkpoints, hiding in vehicles or 
buses. While the land border crossing removes the risks of travel by sea, there are other 
associated dangers with instances of push-backs and violence reportedly occurring at 
the border.

Alternative Destinations: For a growing number of Syrians, leaving the Middle East 
does not mean travelling to Europe. A recent series of IRIN reports highlight ‘Syrians in 
unexpected places’ like Mauritania, Sudan, Brazil, and Mali. These countries either offer 
humanitarian visas or no visa requirements at all. Additionally, some Syrians are using 
Brazil, Mali, and Mauritania as alternative routes to Europe.

Trafficking: Refugees Deeply has published an article detailing the trafficking risks 
faced by Syrian women en route to Europe. The piece details the connection between 
trafficking rings and organized gangs that help smuggle people into European countries.

Additionally, the sex trafficking of Syrian women is an ongoing and growing concern in 
Lebanon as highlighted by the dismantling of the country’s largest known sex trafficking 
ring in March 2016 (see Lebanon section).

...more people arrived by 

sea to Italy (19,925 
individuals) than to Greece 

(1,721 individuals) ...

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/may/18/europe-relocates-177-syrian-refugees-turkey-eu-deal
http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/country.php?id=105
http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/country.php?id=83
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2016/05/02/the-shifting-sea-routes-of-europes-refugee-crisis-in-charts-and-maps/?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTXpjeE0yWTFZemxpWldObSIsInQiOiJZUzBTTG1GNlNTZnZoU3hOZ1FhdXVlbEtSZ2hGVFdOV1liTVhWVVNGTmxsV1h6Y3RDYTZZT0ZFWVFXR
http://frontex.europa.eu/news/number-of-migrants-arriving-in-greece-dropped-90-in-april-6e7oBw
http://frontex.europa.eu/news/central-med-remained-under-migratory-pressure-in-may-9Wtxug
http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/country.php?id=105
http://www.ibtimes.com/europe-refugee-crisis-bulgaria-worried-eu-turkey-deal-will-shift-smuggling-route-2338228
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/apr/13/migrants-attempting-turkey-bulgaria-crossing-falls-eu-deal
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/apr/13/migrants-attempting-turkey-bulgaria-crossing-falls-eu-deal
http://bulgaria.bordermonitoring.eu/
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/apr/13/migrants-attempting-turkey-bulgaria-crossing-falls-eu-deal
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/mixed-migration-flows-mediterranean-and-beyond-compilation-available-data-and-6
http://www.unhcr.org/56aa19556.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2015/11/refugees-share-stories-violent-europe-151122121752557.html
http://www.irinnews.org/special-report/2016/05/31/long-way-home-syrians-unexpected-places?utm_source=IRIN+-+the+inside+story+on+emergencies&utm_campaign=371a97c981-RSS_EMAIL_ENGLISH_ALL&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d842d98289-371a97c981-75425261
http://www.irinnews.org/feature/2016/05/31/visa-free-mauritania?utm_source=IRIN+-+the+inside+story+on+emergencies&utm_campaign=371a97c981-RSS_EMAIL_ENGLISH_ALL&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d842d98289-371a97c981-75425261
http://www.irinnews.org/feature/2016/05/31/shared-language-and-religion-sudan?utm_source=IRIN+-+the+inside+story+on+emergencies&utm_campaign=371a97c981-RSS_EMAIL_ENGLISH_ALL&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d842d98289-371a97c981-75425261
http://www.irinnews.org/feature/2016/05/31/peaceful-life-brazil?utm_source=IRIN+-+the+inside+story+on+emergencies&utm_campaign=371a97c981-RSS_EMAIL_ENGLISH_ALL&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d842d98289-371a97c981-75425261
http://www.irinnews.org/feature/2016/05/31/making-do-mali?utm_source=IRIN+-+the+inside+story+on+emergencies&utm_campaign=371a97c981-RSS_EMAIL_ENGLISH_ALL&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d842d98289-371a97c981-75425261
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2016/05/06
http://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/humanitarian-bulletin-lebanon-issue-18-1-30-april-2016-enar
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2016/04/06
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2016/04/06
http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/country.php?id=105
http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/country.php?id=83
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JORDAN

Arrivals: As of May 31, 2016 UNHCR had registered 655,062 Syrians in Jordan. This 
marks an increase of 12,194 individuals (up 1.9%) since the last recorded figures on 
April 19, 2016. Of this group, 79.1% (518,024 individuals) live in urban, peri-urban 
or rural areas (an increase of 1,051 individuals since April 19) and 20.9% (137, 038 
individuals) live in camps(an increase of 11,143 individuals from April 19).  Jordanian 
leadership refutes UNHCR’s figure with estimates in April that roughly 1.3 million Syrians 
are residing in the country.

According to IRIN the number of Syrians crossing the Jordanian border reached a 
peak in mid-May with 400 to 500 people crossing each day. In March, 2016 Jordanian 
authorities began permitting roughly 200 to 300 Syrians to enter the country on a daily 
basis. These admissions occur primarily through Jordan’s North-Eastern border with 
Syria at Hadalat and Rukban where thousands of Syrians are stranded on a berm 
outside the border (see ‘Syrians at the Border’ section below). As of May 31, UNHCR 
had recorded the arrival of 26,673 Syrians in Jordan in 2016.

On May 21, 2016 Iraqi authorities announced that the closed Turaibil border between 
Jordan and Iraq is expected to be opened within two weeks. According to Refugees 
Deeply, the reopening of this border could allow for the return of thousands of people 
who fled Iraq when Anbar province was taken by the so-called Islamic state in 2014. The 
most recent UNHCR figures indicate that 55,162 Iraqis were registered in Jordan by April 
30, 2016. This shows an increase of 172 individuals (up 0.3%) since previously recorded 
numbers on April 15. Jordan’s most recent Population Census puts the figure much 
higher, indicating that 130,911 Iraqis were living in Jordan by the end of 2015. 

The number of Yemenis in Jordan was most recently recorded by UNHCR at 4,071 
individuals on April 30, 2016, marking an increase of 219 people (up 5.7%) since March 
31. Jordan’s Population Census shows a different story, indicating that there were 
31,163 Yemenis living in the country by the end of 2015. A recent report produced by 
ARDD, suggests that there may be Yemenis in Jordan who are unaccounted for by both 
the government and UNHCR. Since December, 2015, Yemenis have been required to 
purchase and present visas to enter Jordan.

Finally, in the most recently available figures from April 30, 2016 UNHCR had registered 
3,055 Sudanese (a 22 person increase from March 31) and 777 Somalis (a 3 person 
increase) in Jordan.

Departures: ACAPS reports that returns to Syria from Jordan have continued 
throughout 2016 though at slower rates than the previous year due to deteriorating 
security conditions. There are no specific figures regarding returns in May. Among other 
reasons, Syrians have been motivated to return by the deteriorating quality of asylum in 
Jordan and the lack of livelihood opportunities.

...registered 

655,062
Syrians in Jordad

http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/download.php?id=11099
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=107
http://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/queen-urges-more-sustainable-support-countries-hosting-refugees
https://www.irinnews.org/special-report/2016/06/09/syrians-trapped-desert-no-mans-land
http://www.irinnews.org/special-report/2016/05/27/jordan-detains-syrian-refugees-village-5-%E2%80%9Cjail%E2%80%9D
http://www.acaps.org/country/jordan/crisis-analysis
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/download.php?id=11099
http://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/reopening-iraq-border-crossing-expected-within-two-weeks%E2%80%99-%E2%80%94-envoy
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2016/05/23
http://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/jordan-unhcr-operational-update-may-2016
http://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/population-grew-87-over-decade-%E2%80%94-census
http://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/jordan-unhcr-operational-update-may-2016
http://ardd-jo.org/sites/default/files/resource-files/hidden_guests_yemeni_exiles_in_jordan.pdf
http://ardd-jo.org/sites/default/files/resource-files/hidden_guests_yemeni_exiles_in_jordan.pdf
http://ardd-jo.org/sites/default/files/resource-files/hidden_guests_yemeni_exiles_in_jordan.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/jordan-unhcr-operational-update-may-2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-emergency-overview-snapshot-6-12-april-2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-emergency-overview-snapshot-6-12-april-2016
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/download.php?id=11099


A P R I L  -  2 0 1 6

S U M M A R Y  O F  R E G I O N A L  M I G R A T I O N  T R E N D S  M I D D L E  E A S T  -  A P R I L ,  2 0 1 6 9

Syrians at the Border: Thousands of people remain stranded in the demilitarised 
zone at Jordan’s North-Eastern border with Syria. The unmarked border runs between 
two berms, making it unclear whether the reported  64,000 to 72,000 individuals 
stranded near the crossing points of Rukban and Hadalat are on Syrian or Jordanian 
teritory.  These numbers, recorded at the end of May, 2016 mark an increase from the 
highest predictions of 56,000 people stranded at the berm at the end of April, 2016. 
These numbers remain estimates due to the inability of aid agencies, journalists, and 
the Jordanian military to enter the demilitarised zone. On May 5, 2015 Jordanian border 
guards reported at least 59,000 people at Rukban and 5,000 at Hadalat, while as of 
May 31 UNHCR had registered only 36,993 people at the berm (26,213 at Rukban and 
10,789 at Hadalat). The stranded population is expected to reach 100,000 by the end of 
2016 if the conflict in Syria continues. In late April, satellite imagery was used to identify 
at least 6,104 shelters at the border. 

A reportedly arid, desert environment, diplomats have described conditions at the 
berm as ‘horrendous’ for the thousands of Syrians who have waited at the border for 
months. Reports indicate that riots broke out near the Rukban border in early May as 
people waited to register claims with UNHCR.  Limited humanitarian access, reports of 
deaths, violence, riots, inadequate medical services, extreme weather conditions, and 
the diversion of humanitarian assistance have together left these settlements extremely 
vulnerable. Syrians are often transported to the berm by smugglers leading them on a 
journey of up to 21 days over rough roads and through government held territory, often 
with limited food and water. The Middle East Eye reports that some Syrians have come 
to the demilitarised zone for safety and services but do not intend to cross the border to 
Jordan.

During May, daily admissions at the border increased from roughly 200-250 individuals 
per day in April to a peak of 400-500. Jordanian authorities prescribe a holistic 
approach to mitigating the suffering of refugees, but maintain that rigorous inspections 
at the border are in place to ensure Jordanian security. Jordanian government officials 
have likened this process to the security screening procedures of European countries. 
In February 2016, Jordanian leadership indicated that there were ‘elements’ of the 
so-called Islamic State among Syrians at the border. In May, the head of the Jordanian 
border guard claimed that roughly 2,000 Syrians at the border are suspected of 
involvement with the group. 

In late March 2016, Jordanian authorities agreed to admit more Syrians into the country 
on a daily basis, roughly 300 per day) on the condition that new arrivals would be sent 
directly to ‘Village 5’ in the Azraq refugee camp for further security checks. According to 
IRIN, as of May 27 approximately 12,700 Syrians were living in Village 5 and were unable 
to leave save for those with special medical needs and only under the observation of 
Jordanian intelligence agents. Health services, education, and other resources in Village 
5 are limited.

Thousands of people 
remain stranded in the 
demilitarised zone at 
Jordan’s North-Eastern 
border with Syria. 

...approximately 12,700 
Syrians were living in 
Village 5...

http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/syrian-refugees-riot-no-mans-land-camp-near-jordan-border-147990866
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/syrian-refugees-riot-no-mans-land-camp-near-jordan-border-147990866
https://www.irinnews.org/special-report/2016/06/09/syrians-trapped-desert-no-mans-land
http://reliefweb.int/map/syrian-arab-republic/shelter-density-map-rukban-border-crossing-jordan-syria-border-28-april
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/syrian-refugees-riot-no-mans-land-camp-near-jordan-border-147990866
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/9681fbb39ff945d2baa6fd028db9d892/syria-refugees-kept-behind-fences-amid-jordan-security
http://www.acaps.org/country/jordan/crisis-analysis
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-emergency-overview-snapshot-6-12-april-2016
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/ruqban-unknown-refugee-camp-along-jordanian-syrian-border-280134972
http://www.naharnet.com/stories/en/208545-more-than-60-000-syrians-stranded-at-jordan-border
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-weekly-flash-update-recent-events-1-june-2016
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/9681fbb39ff945d2baa6fd028db9d892/syria-refugees-kept-behind-fences-amid-jordan-security
http://reliefweb.int/map/syrian-arab-republic/shelter-density-map-rukban-border-crossing-jordan-syria-border-28-april
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016/04/jordan-syria-refugees-border-blocks-medical-care-unhcr.html
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/syrian-refugees-riot-no-mans-land-camp-near-jordan-border-147990866
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016/04/jordan-syria-refugees-border-blocks-medical-care-unhcr.html
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/syrian-refugees-trapped-and-dying-jordan-border-2071487217
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016/04/jordan-syria-refugees-border-blocks-medical-care-unhcr.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/jordan-refugees-echo-un-ngos-echo-daily-flash-11-march-2016
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/9681fbb39ff945d2baa6fd028db9d892/syria-refugees-kept-behind-fences-amid-jordan-security
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/syrian-refugee-crisis-building-jordans-borders-1697861927
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/ruqban-unknown-refugee-camp-along-jordanian-syrian-border-280134972
http://reliefweb.int/map/jordan/jordan-syrian-refugees-echo-daily-map-19042016
https://www.irinnews.org/special-report/2016/06/09/syrians-trapped-desert-no-mans-land
http://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/daily-syrian-refugee-influx-continues-govt-committed-holistic-response-%E2%80%94-hammad
http://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/syrians-fleeing-russian-air-strikes-south-not-heading-jordan-border%E2%80%99
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016/04/jordan-syria-refugees-border-blocks-medical-care-unhcr.html
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/ruqban-unknown-refugee-camp-along-jordanian-syrian-border-280134972
http://www.naharnet.com/stories/en/208545-more-than-60-000-syrians-stranded-at-jordan-border
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/9681fbb39ff945d2baa6fd028db9d892/syria-refugees-kept-behind-fences-amid-jordan-security
http://www.irinnews.org/special-report/2016/05/27/jordan-detains-syrian-refugees-village-5-%E2%80%9Cjail%E2%80%9D
http://www.irinnews.org/special-report/2016/05/27/jordan-detains-syrian-refugees-village-5-%E2%80%9Cjail%E2%80%9D
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/syrian-refugees-riot-no-mans-land-camp-near-jordan-border-147990866
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LEBANON

Refugees in Lebanon: According to WFP figures, 1 in every 5 people in Lebanon is a 
Syrian refugee. While data is not available for May 2016, UNHCR’s most recent figures 
indicate that 1,048,275 Syrian refugees were registered in Lebanon by March 31, 2016. 
However the government of Lebanon claims that the number is closer to 1.5 million. If 
correct, this would make Lebanon the country with the highest concentration of refugees 
in proportion to its population in the world. While there are no formal refugee camps for 
Syrians in Lebanon, roughly 18% of Syrians live in informal settlements around the country.  

The number of registered Syrians in Lebanon has been in decline since April 2015 when 
1,185,241 Syrians were registered by UNHCR. The decline is due to a number of issues; 
the ongoing inactivation of refugee registration in Lebanon’s national refugee database, a 
government ordered suspension of new registrations, restrictive visa entry requirements 
and prohibitive residency renewal fees have pushed many Syrians into becoming 
undocumented. According to the Lebanese Social Affairs Minister, the country is, in effect, 
no longer receiving refugees, though scattered reports indicate that some Syrians are 
crossing the border irregularly.

OCHA reports that in May, 2016 there were 277,985 Palestinian refugees from Lebanon 
(PRL) in the country as well as 40,807 Palestinian refugees from Syria (PRS).  These figures 
have not altered from OCHA’s March reports. Roughly 53% of Palestinian refugees in 
Lebanon live in 12 recognised camps. According to ACAPS, entry for PRS into Lebanon is 
almost entirely limited to third country transit.

Additionally, as of April 2016, OCHA estimates that 35,000 Lebanese citizens who had 
been residing in Syria, have returned to Lebanon since the beginning of the conflict. IOM 
and the Lebanese High Relief Commission have registered only 28,574 of these individuals. 
Described by IOM as ‘Lebanese returnees’, these Lebanese citizens had lived in Syria prior 
to the crisis and have recognised legal status in Lebanon though they remain among the 
most vulnerable populations due to their often limited social support networks.

Departures: Prior to January 2016, thousands of Syrians and other mixed migrants were 
passing through and exiting Lebanon each week by boat (from Tripoli) or plane to Turkey 
and then onward to Europe. This movement reached its peak in September 2015 with 
6000 departures per week.Visa requirements for Syrians entering Turkey from a third 
country by air or sea, (implemented in January 2016, see Turkey section), have made 
transiting through Lebanon to Turkey nearly impossible for Syrians. Despite deteriorating 
asylum conditions in Lebanon, a recent Aljazeera article indicates that many Syrians have 
no interest in leaving the country for Europe, as they want to be near Syria and return once 
it is possible.

IOM reports indicate that between January 1 and March 31 of this year, 309 Lebanese 
citizens arrived by sea in Greece after departing from Turkey. This figure has not been 
updated in May. 

Trafficking: Sex trafficking of Syrian women is an ongoing concern in Lebanon as 
highlighted by the dismantling of the country’s largest known sex trafficking ring in March 
2016. 75 trafficked Syrian women were freed, many of whom had faced violence and 
been held captive for years after being tricked into coming to Lebanon. This is the latest 
Lebanese crackdown on human trafficking rings in the country, with no new reports 
available in May.

1 in every 5 people in 
Lebanon is a Syrian 
refugee.
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https://twitter.com/wfpgovts/status/722419043920052224
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=122
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/05/syrian-refugees-europe-160504111600535.html
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/download.php?id=10684
http://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/lebanon-inter-agency-coordination-may-2016-statistical-dashboard
http://www.acaps.org/country/lebanon/crisis-analysis
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=122
http://www.unhcr.ie/news/irish-story/greater-support-in-countries-of-first-asylum-needed-to-stem-refugee-outflow
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=122
http://www.irinnews.org/analysis/2016/03/10/no-way-out-how-syrians-are-struggling-find-exit
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkey-changes-syria-visa-policy-to-curb-illegal-entries.aspx?pageID=238&nID=93243&NewsCatID=352
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/aid/countries/factsheets/lebanon_syrian_crisis_en.pdf
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2015/01/lebanon-visa-restrictions-syrians-2015131029059563.html
http://nna-leb.gov.lb/en/show-news/59627/16-Syrians-arrested-in-Zgharta-for-entering
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/05/syrians-lebanon-glass-fit-drop-150529082240227.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/humanitarian-bulletin-lebanon-issue-18-1-30-april-2016-enar
http://www.unrwa.org/where-we-work/lebanon
http://www.acaps.org/country/lebanon/crisis-analysis
http://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/humanitarian-bulletin-lebanon-issue-18-1-30-april-2016-enar
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/download.php?id=10637
https://publications.iom.int/books/returnees-risk-profiling-lebanese-returnees-syrian-arab-republic-four-years-crisis?language=fr
https://publications.iom.int/books/returnees-risk-profiling-lebanese-returnees-syrian-arab-republic-four-years-crisis?language=fr
http://www.thenational.ae/world/middle-east/faced-with-mounting-debts-syrian-refugees-have-no-way-of-leaving-lebanon#full
http://www.refugeesdeeply.org/articles/2016/04/9784/tripoli-stop-mediterranean-route/
http://www.acaps.org/country/lebanon/crisis-analysis
http://www.dw.com/en/turkey-imposes-visa-regime-on-syrians-arriving-from-third-countries/a-18967722
http://www.refugeesdeeply.org/articles/2016/04/9784/tripoli-stop-mediterranean-route/
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/articles/2016/04/08/tripoli-first-stop-on-the-mediterranean-route/
http://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/undocumented-syrians-lebanon-pushed-shadows
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/05/syrian-refugees-europe-160504111600535.html
https://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-173761-deaths-723
https://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-173761-deaths-723
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/apr/06/lebanese-refugees-nobody-wants-stay-lebanon-miserable-life
http://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/humanitarian-bulletin-lebanon-issue-18-1-30-april-2016-enar
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2016/04/06
http://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/trauma-torture-sex-trafficked-syrians-lebanon
http://www.refugeesdeeply.org/articles/2016/04/9756/refugees-deeply-executive-summary-april-6/
http://www.unrwa.org/where-we-work/lebanon
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=122
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TURKEY

Arrivals: By the end of May 2016, UNHCR’s figures indicate 2,743,497 Syrians 
registered in Turkey. This marks a decrease of 5,643 individuals (down 0.2%) from prior 
figures in April, 2016 and follows a peak of 2,749,862 registered Syrians in Turkey earlier 
in the month on May 2, 2016.

January figures indicate more than 200,000 Iraqi refugees in Turkey, in addition to 
smaller Afghan and Iranian populations.

Despite claims by Turkish officials that Turkey maintains an ‘open door’ policy for 
emergency situations, border  closures in March 2015, and strict visa requirements 
for Syrians entering by air or sea, have made the border very difficult, if not impossible, 
to cross. Those refugees and other mixed migrants who do cross are often doing so 
irregularly and with the help of smugglers. NGOs working along the Turkey-Syria border 
have reported that only critical medical cases are being legally allowed into Turkey. 
Turkish legislation ensures the non-penalisation of irregular Syrian entry.

Departures to Europe: The Turkish Coast Guard reported 28 ‘irregular migration’ 
cases or incidents in the seas surrounding Turkey, in May 2016 involving 1,109 ‘irregular 
migrants,’ 608 less individuals than the April, 2016 total. The Coast Guard also reported 
the apprehension of 2 ‘organisers’ of irregular migration. UNHCR reported 1,721 sea-
arrivals in May in Greece (almost exclusively from Turkey) a 53% decrease from April, 
2016 figures (which were already an 86% decrease from March 2016). Of the recorded 
May arrivals 637 were Syrian (half the April figure), 258 Afghan, 224 Pakistani, 155 Iraqi, 
and 120 Algerian. The average daily arrivals in May were 56 individuals a day, less than 
half of the 122 person daily average in April.

These declining numbers are attributable to the closing of the Balkan Route and the 
EU-Turkey Agreement. Initially the agreement did little to stop the flows of refugees 
and other mixed migrants to Greece, with 15 boats filled with more than 800 people 
each reaching Lesbos on March 20 alone, but within a week arrivals had dwindled to 
hundreds or less each day.

According to Bulgarian officials, the number of refugees and other mixed migrants 
crossing the Bulgarian border from Turkey has also dropped despite the closure of the 
Balkan route to Europe and the implementation of the EU-Turkey Agreement. in May 
the average of only 50 refugees and other mixed migrants arrived in Bulgaria each day, 
though ICRC estimates that 200 people are arrested at the border daily. In the first 
quarter of 2016 Bulgarian officials detected roughly 2,800 irregular crossings at the 
Turkish border, a 20% decrease from the 3,500 detected during the same period in 
2015. Bulgarian officials attribute the dropping numbers to increased Turkish policing 
at the border. As at March 31, 2016 Iraqis were the largest group apprehended by 
Bulgarian authorities at the border followed by Syrians, Afghans, and Pakistanis.

According to UNHCR between May 2 and 8, a reported 272 refugees and other mixed 
migrants were apprehended, intercepted, or rescued off Turkey’s shores. 255 were 
apprehended at the land borders, primarily of Afghan, Pakistani, Syrian, and Uzbek 
descent.

Afghan refugees are a key group among those leaving Turkey for Greece with a reported 
258 arriving in Greece by sea in May 2016. This figure is 55.5% less than the 580 
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http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=224
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=224
http://www.acaps.org/country/turkey/crisis-analysis
http://www.trtworld.com/mea/turkish-pm-says-open-door-policy-for-refugees-will-continue-58570
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2016/04/21
http://www.trtworld.com/mea/turkish-pm-says-open-door-policy-for-refugees-will-continue-58570
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/02/turkey-open-border-syrian-refugees-160207113555928.html
http://www.irinnews.org/analysis/2016/03/10/no-way-out-how-syrians-are-struggling-find-exit
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2015/01/lebanon-visa-restrictions-syrians-2015131029059563.html
http://www.irinnews.org/analysis/2016/03/10/no-way-out-how-syrians-are-struggling-find-exit
http://www.irinnews.org/analysis/2016/03/10/no-way-out-how-syrians-are-struggling-find-exit
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2016/04/15
http://www.sgk.tsk.tr/baskanliklar/harekat/faaliyet_istatistikleri/duzensiz_goc_istatistikleri.html
http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/country.php?id=83
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Daily_Arrival_Greece_09062016.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Daily_Arrival_Greece_09062016.pdf
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2016/05/13
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/refugees-greece-eu-turkey-deal-1428505633
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/eu-deal-to-stop-migrants-puts-fear-in-those-waiting-in-turkey/2016/03/26/77c2cc3e-f114-11e5-a2a3-d4e9697917d1_story.html
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/apr/13/migrants-attempting-turkey-bulgaria-crossing-falls-eu-deal
http://bulgaria.bordermonitoring.eu/
http://www.acaps.org/country/turkey/crisis-analysis
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/apr/13/migrants-attempting-turkey-bulgaria-crossing-falls-eu-deal
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/mixed-migration-flows-mediterranean-and-beyond-compilation-available-data-and-6
http://reliefweb.int/report/greece/operations-cell-updated-may-11-2016-433-pm
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Daily_Arrival_Greece_09062016.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=224
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2015/01/lebanon-visa-restrictions-syrians-2015131029059563.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2015/01/lebanon-visa-restrictions-syrians-2015131029059563.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2015/01/lebanon-visa-restrictions-syrians-2015131029059563.html
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recorded by UNHCR in April 2016 (already a 90% drop from March figures). In the early 
months of 2016, Afghans entered Turkey through Iran en route to Europe via Greece 
and Bulgaria (see ‘Other Regional News’ section).

EU-Turkey Agreement: Increasingly described as ‘shaky’ and ‘crumbling’ the EU-
Turkey Agreement has been connected to the significant decline in Greek arrivals by 
sea during April and May, 2016 while at the same time resulting in fewer deportations 
to Turkey and resettlement to the EU than expected.  As of May 31, 2016 just over 400 
people had been returned from Greece to Turkey, none of them Syrian. Though, there 
are no specific numbers regarding the nationalities of the individuals deported, reports 
indicate that Pakistanis, Afghans, and Bangladeshis were among those returned to 
Turkey, in addition to some Syrians who returned voluntarily. 

Though no Syrians have been involuntarily returned from Greece to Turkey, reports 
indicate that as of May 18, 2016, 177 Syrians had been resettled in the EU countries of 
Sweden, Germany, the Netherlands, Finland and Lithuania. The European Commission 
indicated that 723 Syrians are currently awaiting transfer. Turkey and the EU have 
hailed the agreement as a success, citing the decreased number of refugees and 
other mixed migrants arriving in Europe and claiming to have broken the business 
model of smugglers. Greece’s Prime Minister has also defended the agreement against 
controversy, by noting the decreasing flows of refugees and other mixed migrants to 
Greece.

On May 20, 2016 a three person appeals tribunal in Lesbos, Greece ruled against 
sending a Syrian man back to Turkey. Amnesty International applauded the decision, 
while Greek authorities worried about the confusion this would create for the EU-Turkey 
agreement. The appeal applicant was one of the first Syrians listed for deportation under 
the agreement, but the appeals committee ruled that the rights entitled to the applicant, 
under the Geneva convention, would not be upheld in Turkey. 

Bulgaria Readmission Agreement: In early May, 2016 Bulgaria and Turkey signed a 
deal under which Bulgaria will return to Turkey any “illegal migrants” who have entered 
Bulgaria through Turkey after June 1, 2016. 
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http://reliefweb.int/report/greece/profiling-afghan-arrivals-greek-islands-february-2016
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2016/05/19
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2016/05/12
http://www.ekathimerini.com/208621/article/ekathimerini/news/migrant-arrivals-to-greece-drop-amid-eu-turkey-pact-tensions
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2016/05/13
http://www.irinnews.org/analysis/2016/06/03/eu-turkey-migration-deal-dying-what%E2%80%99s-plan-b?utm_source=IRIN - the inside story on emergencies&utm_campaign=723bd4830a-RSS_EMAIL_ENGLISH_ALL&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d842d98289-723bd4830a-7
https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/04/19/eu/greece-first-turkey-deportations-riddled-abuse
http://www.ekathimerini.com/208304/article/ekathimerini/news/around-20-syrians-readmitted-to-turkey-under-eu-migrant-deal
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/may/10/non-syrians-denied-asylum-claims-under-eu-turkey-deal-meps
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/may/18/europe-relocates-177-syrian-refugees-turkey-eu-deal
https://euobserver.com/migration/133130?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiT0dNeFpUa3hOVEZqTlRReCIsInQiOiIzU2l5VmprTWRaMmZteHN2NElrelwvTVV5a1B6cDJ2QStIemZwbFliNDhnZUcwS1VieVJZc3REQlwva0x6MEg2Y1l3cEtMY0NWV1RlWmI2UGI0M2duaGh4TkREbDFFaWZmZXlcL2dJd2pvV2ZhUT0ifQ%3D%3D
http://www.ibtimes.com/europe-refugee-crisis-greece-defends-eu-turkey-deal-arrival-numbers-drop-2356581?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWXpnNE56bGhNek01TlRNeiIsInQiOiJMOEdSd2x5MSt6UENBd3Z5S3hWN2hyVzhodXRjdHZLV1RJNGloYVI5STgzY1V2N3JOaGRMWlNcL09kcU9YU0ZGT01GMHZTcXR3clZjaUZP
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/may/20/syrian-refugee-wins-appeal-against-forced-return-to-turkey
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/05/eu-turkey-deal-greek-decision-highlights-fundamental-flaws/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/may/20/syrian-refugee-wins-appeal-against-forced-return-to-turkey
http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/article/bulgaria-%D1%82%D0%BE-start-sending-migrants-back-to-turkey-from-june-1-05-06-2016
http://www.trtworld.com/europe/turkey-bulgaria-sign-readmission-deal-to-take-back-refugees-100362
http://www.irinnews.org/analysis/2016/06/03/eu-turkey-migration-deal-dying-what%E2%80%99s-plan-b?utm_source=IRIN - the inside story on emergencies&utm_campaign=723bd4830a-RSS_EMAIL_ENGLISH_ALL&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d842d98289-723bd4830a-7
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Refugee and Migrant Vulnerability: A new Human Rights Watch report claims that 
Turkish border guards have killed at least five Syrian refugees attempting to cross 
the border and injured at least 14 others via the use of ‘excessive force.’ The Turkish 
government maintains that the claims “do not reflect the reality.” This comes after the 
accusation in April that border guards shot and killed 8 Syrians trying to reach safety 
in Turkey. The claims are based on mobile phone footage from The Times depicting 
survivors of the incident fleeing down a mountain path, as well as a lawyer’s description 
of the incident as he witnessed it. Turkish authorities have denied the claims. 

In March, reports indicated that 16 Syrians had been killed by Turkish border guards as 
they tried to cross into Turkey in recent months. Amnesty International claims that Syrian 
refugees are being shot at at the Turkish border on a daily basis. Syrians have also 
described beatings at the border, with others recounting experiences of being detained 
or expelled.

IOM reported no deaths at sea along the Eastern Mediterranean route in May 2016, 
a decrease from the 10 deaths reported in April. Despite this, Greek authorities still 
rescued 65 people at sea off the island of Crete on May 27th, and 112 people in the 
same area on May 31. 

Syrians at the Border: As of May 31, 2016 an estimated 165,000 people were stranded 
in Syria near the border with Turkey. A so-called Islamic State offensive in Azaz forced 
approximately 45,000 people to flee to the border between May 24 and 27 alone, 
contributing to an increase in roughly 65,000 IDPs in the Azaz corridor between the 
town of Azaz and the Bab Al Salam border crossing with Turkey, since April 30, 2016.  
Authorities maintain that the border remains open for “emergency situations”  though 
reports indicate it has been closed for 15 months. Turkish officials claimed 10,000 
people had been allowed to cross the border but Amnesty International has contested 
this claim. 

Turkish border guards have 
killed at least five Syrian 
refugees

an estimated 

165,000 people 
were stranded in Syria near 
the border with Turkey

https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/05/10/turkey-border-guards-kill-and-injure-asylum-seekers
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2016/05/11
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2016/05/11
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2016/05/11
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2016/04/21
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/syrian-children-shot-dead-by-turkish-border-guards-23z6rj3cr
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/turkish-border-guards-shoot-eight-syrian-refugees-dead-including-women-and-children-trying-to-reach-a6996696.html
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2016/04/21
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/turkish-border-police-shooting-refugees-dead-they-flee-syria-1552342
https://www.rt.com/news/334866-turkish-guards-shoot-refugees/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/11/23/turkey-syrians-pushed-back-border
http://missingmigrants.iom.int/mediterranean
http://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-2016-205509-deaths-2443-new-tragedy-reported-crete-today
file:///Working/Booklets/Nicole/../../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Desktop/165,000
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2016/05/30
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/more-100000-people-trapped-northern-syria-renewed-fighting-msf
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/02/turkey-open-border-syrian-refugees-160207113555928.html
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2016/05/30
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/02/injured-syrians-fleeing-aleppo-onslaught-among-thousands-denied-entry-to-turkey/
file:///Working/Booklets/Nicole/165,000
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IRAQ

Refugees in Iraq:  As of May 31, 2016 UNHCR had registered 247,339 Syrians in Iraq 
marking an increase of 750 individuals (up 0.3%) since April 30, 2016.  Of this group 
61% (150,266) live in urban, peri-urban, or rural locations, while 39% (97,073) live in 
camps in Iraq. 97% of Syrians in the country were living in the Kurdistan Region - Iraq 
(KR-I) on May 30, 2016, the same percentage as April, 2016. By the end of March, 
2016, UNHCR indicated that there were 55,700 non-Syrian refugees in Iraq though their 
nationalities were not disclosed.

Departures: Since the beginning of May, 2016 more than 4,000 Iraqis have fled the 
city of Mosul and entered Syria. In the month of May the UNHCR recorded the arrival of 
4,266 Iraqi refugees at the Al-Hol camp 14km from Iraq’s border with Syria. According 
to UNHCR the influx is likely due to anticipated conflict arising from military operations in 
Fallujah since May 22, 2016.  

In recent months reports have indicated that some Syrians are leaving Iraq to return to 
Syria with UNHCR recording the return of 803 people in February, 2016.

Iraqi refugees continue to enter neighbouring Jordan with 55,162 registered by UNHCR 
as of April 30, 2016. This marks an increase of 0.3% (172 people since the previously 
recorded numbers on April 15). Figures from Jordan’s December 2015 Population 
Census put the figure much higher, indicating that 130,911 Iraqis were living in Jordan 
at the end of 2015. Iraqi authorities have indicated that the long-closed Turaibil border 
between Iraq and Jordan is expected to reopen within two weeks of the announcement 
date on May 21, 2016. Refugees Deeply predicts that the reopening of this border will 
allow for the return of thousands of Iraqis to Anbar province.

The most recent UNHCR figures, from June 2015, estimate that roughly 180,000 Iraqi 
refugees are living in neighbouring countries like Turkey and Jordan.

Conflict and Displacement: May 22, 2016 marked the commencement of military 
operations by the Iraqi security forces to retake the city of Fallujah from the so-called 
Islamic State. By the end of May, fighting in the city had already forced a reported 3,700 
people to flee to the KR-I capital of Erbil, though thousands more are expected. At the 
end of May some 50,000 civilians remained trapped in the besieged city, lacking  in 
food, water, medicine, and electricity, prompting the Norwegian Refugee Council’s 
secretary general, Jan Egeland, to describe the situation as “a human catastrophe...
unfolding.” 

Military operations in Anbar province have displaced at least 60,000 since March, 2016. 
A total of 867 Iraqis were killed by violence, armed conflict, and acts of terrorism in Iraq 
in May, 468 of whom were civilians.

Despite these new internal displacements, the total number of IDPs in Iraq has 
decreased by 26,562 (down 0.8%) since April 28, 2016 to the May 26 total of 3,306,822 
individuals. This is due to an 11% increase in returnees (69,558 people), as recorded by 
IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix, indicating that 726,336 individuals have returned 
to their location of origin in Iraq in May. The highest percentage of these returns is to 
Salah al-Din governorate, followed by Ninewa and Diyala primarily due to improved 
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247,339 Syrians 
in Iraq...

... more than 4,000 
Iraqis have fled the city of 
Mosul and entered Syria

http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=103
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/download.php?id=11231
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iraq-factsheet-april-2016
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/05/iraqis-fleeing-isil-held-mosul-seek-refuge-syria-160527111756396.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/05/iraqis-fleeing-isil-held-mosul-seek-refuge-syria-160527111756396.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iraq-humanitarian-bulletin-may-2016-issued-19-june-enarku
http://www.unhcr.org/56b85b3d6.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/jordan-unhcr-operational-update-may-2016
http://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/population-grew-87-over-decade-%E2%80%94-census
http://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/reopening-iraq-border-crossing-expected-within-two-weeks%E2%80%99-%E2%80%94-envoy
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2016/05/23
http://www.acaps.org/country/iraq/crisis-analysis
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iraq-humanitarian-bulletin-may-2016-issued-19-june-enarku
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2016/05/31
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/05/iraqi-army-suffers-losses-fallujah-assault-160524111829601.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/catastrophe-unfolding-fallujah-civilians-urgently-need-safe-passage-out
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/unicef-iraq-monthly-humanitarian-situation-report-may-2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/un-casualty-figures-iraq-month-may-2016-enar
http://iomiraq.net/file/9547/download
http://iomiraq.net/file/9547/download
http://iomiraq.net/file/9547/download
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=103
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/05/iraqis-fleeing-isil-held-mosul-seek-refuge-syria-160527111756396.html


S U M M A R Y  O F  R E G I O N A L  M I G R A T I O N  T R E N D S  M I D D L E  E A S T

A P R I L  -  2 0 1 6

18

security conditions in these areas. 46% of the total IDP population in Iraq were hosted 
in Baghdad, Anbar, and Dahuk governorates on May 26, 2016, with the largest number 
hosted in Anbar.

Returnees: In March, reports indicated a growing number of Iraqis voluntarily returning 
to Iraq after travelling to Europe and facing unemployment, disappointment and 
struggle. There are no updated figures or information regarding voluntary returns in May.

Iraqis Travelling to Europe: In May 2016, UNHCR documented the arrival by sea 
of some 1,721 refugees and other mixed migrants to Greece-155 of whom are Iraqi 
(9.0%). In April 2016, 381 Iraqis arrived by sea in Greece, making up 10.4% of the total 
arrivals in April. Thus the actual number of Iraqis arriving in Greece has dropped by 59% 
between April and May 2016, part of a decline likely attributable to the implementation of 
the EU-Turkey Agreement on March 20, 2016 (see Turkey section). Iraqis use the same 
routes as Syrians and other mixed migrants, typically travelling to Turkey and continuing 
to Greece by sea, or Bulgaria by land.

Rescue at Sea: On May 27, 2016 the Greek Coast Guard responded to a distress 
call from a boat carrying 64 people off the South Coast of Crete. The responders were 
able to transfer the passengers to land, the majority of whom were Iraqi (28 individuals), 
among others from Afghanistan, Iran, Syria and Pakistan. Passengers reported paying 
smugglers between 5,000 and 7,500 USD for their passage via Istanbul to Italy. They 
described a dangerous journey in rough weather and expressed their disappointment 
upon arriving in Greece and not Italy. At least one passenger was motivated by 
deteriorating security conditions in Iraq and the desire to reunite with family who had 
already made the journey to Europe.

ISRAEL/OPT
Please see the RMMS: Horn of Africa and Yemen – Monthly Summary for more 
information.

http://iomiraq.net/file/9547/download
http://time.com/4278325/iraq-refugees-return/
https://www.yahoo.com/news/iraqi-refugees-return-europe-disappoints-080818626.html?ref=gs
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/unhappy-in-europe-some-iraqis-return-home/2015/12/30/cc1d106c-a33c-11e5-8318-bd8caed8c588_story.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/greece/greece-data-snapshot-08-jun-2016
http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/country.php?id=83
http://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-2016-204311-deaths-2443
http://www.regionalmms.org/indexd5e8.html?id=34
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OTHER REGIONAL NEWS

World Humanitarian Summit: On May 23 to 24, 2016 the first World Humanitarian Summit was held in Istanbul. The 
event brought together heads of state, private sector representatives, civil society, and NGOs from 173 member states. 
The summit resulted in 1,500 commitments the foremost of which is the ‘Grand Bargain Agreement’. The Agreement 
is a package of reforms for humanitarian funding characterised by 51 key commitments and an annual saving of 1 
billion USD after 5 years. The agreement was signed by the top 30 donors and aid agencies. Not all large humanitarian 
actors were present, or aligned, with the aims of the Summit. In early May, MSF announced that it would not attend 
due to a lack of faith in the ability of the summit to “address the weaknesses in humanitarian action.”

Closing Idomeni: On May 23, 2016 Greek police began transferring refugees and other mixed migrants from the 
country’s largest makeshift refugee camp at Idomeni. An estimated 8,400 people have been staying at the camp on 
the border with Macedonia (FYROM) since the closure of the Balkan route to Europe in March. 3,000 people were 
transferred from Idomeni to a network of more permanent camps in Greece, though they have been described as “not 
fit for animals” due to their filthy conditions and lack of running water. While 3,000 people were transferred to the new 
camps this leaves at least 4,000 refugees and other mixed migrants unaccounted for. They are thought to be living on 
the streets in Greek cities, hiding in forests near the border, or already departed north to Europe via smugglers.

Afghan Displacement: Amnesty International reports that at the end of May, 2016 an estimated 1.2 million people 
were internally displaced in Afghanistan. Ongoing conflict has led to the displacement of an estimated 118,000 people 
in the first four months of 2016 with an average of 1,000 Afghans fleeing their homes each day. Amnesty International 
reports that the country has failed to live up to its 2014 pledge to provide access to basic living standards for IDPs 
in the country as conditions continue to deteriorate. The deteriorating security  and living conditions in Afghanistan is 
also prompting thousands of people to leave, This is demonstrated by recent reports which show that Afghans are the 
second largest group claiming asylum in Europe, and that nearly half of all unaccompanied minors seeking asylum in 
Europe since 2008 are Afghan.

Deaths at Sea: Though there were no reported deaths on the Eastern Mediterranean route to Europe in May, 2016 
IOM recorded 1,130 fatalities on the Central Mediterranean Route and 8 on the Western Mediterranean Route over the 
same period bringing the total for 2016 to at least 2,510. In the last week of May shipwrecks off the Libyan and Italian 
coasts killed at least 880 people, while 13,000 people were rescued in the same week.

See also MHUB Monthly Trend Bulletins (accessible here).

http://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/humanitarian-bulletin-lebanon-issue-19-1-31-may-2016-enar
https://www.irinnews.org/analysis/2016/05/24/grand-bargain-big-deal
http://www.irinnews.org/analysis/2016/05/26/world-humanitarian-summit-winners-and-losers?utm_source=IRIN+-+the+inside+story+on+emergencies&utm_campaign=9662207c79-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_ENGLISH_AID_AND_POLICY&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d842d98289-9662207c79-7
http://www.irinnews.org/news/2016/05/05/msf-pulls-out-world-humanitarian-summit?utm_source=IRIN - the inside story on emergencies&utm_campaign=33c785eb64-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_ENGLISH_EUROPE&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d842d98289-33c785eb64-754252
http://imap-migration.org/ushahidi/index.php/reports/view/11160
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2016/05/24
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/may/28/greece-refugee-warehouses-not-fit-for-animals
http://www.amnesty.org.au/news/comments/41859/?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTnpFMVpEQXlZVGhoWkdJMyIsInQiOiJQaXVRQ05pM1phS21QVk9zUmQ3Q1Nnb1VDVU9NRUpFSnZKYVM2bllBQno5U2tCQkpFMXhzdFZVTEhoa3FkUEVhbkJ0dFdTVEt3dGg1VDdRYXF5bkNkQVAzcCtPMlJhaUhDdXdnODBpNnUyWT0ifQ%3D%3D#When:05:
http://www.irinnews.org/news/2016/05/16/1000-afghans-flee-fighting-every-day?utm_source=IRIN+-+the+inside+story+on+emergencies&utm_campaign=48a1df01a6-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_ENGLISH_CONFLICT&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d842d98289-48a1df01a6-75425261
http://www.irinnews.org/news/2016/05/31/afghanistan%E2%80%99s-failed-promises-help-people-displaced-war?utm_source=IRIN+-+the+inside+story+on+emergencies&utm_campaign=26e4738978-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_ENGLISH_AID_AND_POLICY&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d842d982
http://graduateinstitute.ch/fr/home/research/centresandprogrammes/global-migration/publications-1/Research_Papers/abstract-gmprs-17.html
http://www.ecfr.eu/publications/summary/eternally_displaced_afghanistans_refugee_crisis_and_what_it_means_for_europ
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/05/10/eu-unaccompanied-minors/
http://missingmigrants.iom.int/mediterranean
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/05/unhcr-2500-refugees-drowned-europe-2016-160531104504090.html?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTWpnd1pqY3lNREJsWldabCIsInQiOiJyeVwvaVVvS3hkZXZkQmxWK2IzOWdURHVpTFNYQ1wvaExlQXEyb0hTR2hLMWNWdGpubVZrbjdPOWpFcG9CaFM0Vk5WUVV5TEFQOWU5OFUraWNcL
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/05/unhcr-2500-refugees-drowned-europe-2016-160531104504090.html?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTWpnd1pqY3lNREJsWldabCIsInQiOiJyeVwvaVVvS3hkZXZkQmxWK2IzOWdURHVpTFNYQ1wvaExlQXEyb0hTR2hLMWNWdGpubVZrbjdPOWpFcG9CaFM0Vk5WUVV5TEFQOWU5OFUraWNcL
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/may/29/refugee-crisis-13000-people-rescued-in-mediterranean-in-one-week?utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=GU+Today+main+NEW+H+categories&utm_term=174632&subid=7650741&CMP=EMCNEWEML6619I2
http://www.mixedmigrationhub.org/mixed-migration-trends/monthly-trend-bulletins/
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NEW RESEARCH, REPORTS OR DOCUMENTS

According to a new global survey commissioned by Amnesty International, 80% of people worldwide would 
welcome refugees into their country, community or home. Among these China, Germany, and the UK were reported 
to be the most welcoming, while Russia was the least. According to Amnesty International, the survey of more than 
27,000 people shows that government refugee policies are ‘out of touch’ with public opinion. 

The New Yorker has produced a six-part documentary series (accessible here) documenting the journeys of various 
individuals and groups as they travel from Syria to Europe.

EUROPOL and INTERPOL released the findings of a joint review of migrant smuggling networks bringing people to 
the EU. The report notes the fluidity of key migratory routes, the criminality and profitability of smuggling, and that more 
than 90% of arrivals in the EU are facilitated by criminal networks. 

In May, Refugees Deeply concluded a three-part series concerning the ‘cycles of violence’ experienced by refugee 
women, particularly from Syria, while en route to Europe. The first instalment explores the risk of trafficking faced by 
women on the move, the second explores gender-based violence against urban refugees struggling to find shelter and 
livelihoods, and the third covers the challenges of identifying violence, abuse and exploitation of women on the move.

New research from the Max Planck Institute for Chemistry indicates that climate change and concomitant rising 
temperatures may render parts of the MENA region uninhabitable by 2100. Though climate change affects all parts of 
the globe, these findings show that fatally high summer temperatures will be of particular concern in the MENA region.

In May, IOM released its 2015 version of The Middle East and North Africa: Annual Report. The report highlights IOM 
programming, as well as focusing on movement in and between the MENA region and the Mediterranean. Policy 
development, resettlement, migrant rights, protection and development are all key topics highlighted by the report. 

A Washington Post article, published on May 14, argues that ‘the real refugee crisis’ is not in Europe, but rather in 
the Middle East. The piece details the growing crisis in Turkey, Jordan, and Egypt who are host states for thousands, if 
not millions, of displaced Syrians.

RMMS has released its May monthly summary of mixed migration issues and news in the Horn of Africa and Yemen 
region (accessible here). 
                            

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2016/05/Survey-4-in-5-worldwide-welcome-refugees/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/05/refugees-welcome-index-shows-government-refugee-policies-out-of-touch/
http://www.newyorker.com/topics/the-journey-from-syria-documentary
https://www.europol.europa.eu/content/europol-and-interpol-issue-comprehensive-review-migrant-smuggling-networks
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/articles/2016/05/19/lone-women-easy-targets-for-exploitation-in-e-u
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/articles/2016/05/13/female-refugees-face-cycle-of-sexual-violence
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/articles/2016/05/16/harsh-streets-push-female-refugees-toward-e-u
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/articles/2016/05/19/lone-women-easy-targets-for-exploitation-in-e-u
https://publications.iom.int/books/middle-east-and-north-africa-annual-report-2015
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/05/14/the-real-refugee-crisis-is-in-the-middle-east-not-europe/?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTWpBeFltTTNZekV5WlRrMCIsInQiOiJnRjZld2RzU2h0SlNuUTZjNFhjN3ZWeU9LQ2RYWnBNNW9NcjEyVlc5YWJXaXRQQklaalplc1wvSnBJOUgyOCtZOEtr
http://www.regionalmms.org/indexd5e8.html?id=34


To be added to DRC’s monthly migration summary mailing list, 

please contact Nicole Maine at nicole.maine@drc-mena.org. 

Past reports can be accessed at https://drc.ngo/where-we-work/middle-east-and-north-africa


