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HIGHLIGHTS 

 Dry spell threatens to widen the food gap affecting the most vulnerable among the chronic poor 

 Humanitarian agencies prepare themselves for possible flood during the upcoming rainy season 

Latest developments 

On 15 April, DPRK celebrated the 100th birthday of its founder, Kim Il Sung. During the 
celebrations, the launch of a satellite-carrying missile brought about the suspension of an 
agreement between the United States of America and DPRK on the provision of 240,000 
metric tons of food over 12 months.  

In May, the latest trade statistics of China's Ministry of Commerce indicate that China’s 
trade with DPRK hit record high in the first quarter of 2012 with US$ 1.36 billion. DPRK 
exports to China surged 40% to roughly US$ 570 million while imports rose by the same 
percentage to US$ 800 million. DPRK’s trade deficit with China increased to US$ 230 
million, up US$ 62 million on-year (Source: Arirang News / May 02, 2012).  

Dry spell threatens the crop season for 2012 

Since mid-April, DPRK has experienced a 
prolonged dry spell across the country, only 
interrupted by sparse rainfall. While too early 
to determine the effects on the main crops 
such as maize and rice (that are to be 
harvested in September), the prolonged dry 
spell has already visibly impacted the early 
crops, such as barley, wheat and potato, 
which most of the country depends on in the 
lean season. According to the Government, 
a total of 287,896 hectares of land, in five 
provinces, are most affected; Pyongyang, 
South Pyongan, North Pyongan, South 
Hwanghae and North Hwanghae in the 
south-western part of the country (see map on page 2), of which 176,375 hectares are 
planted with early crops. While not yet validated, recent data released by the 
Government, estimates a total early crop production of 206,970 metric tons this year, 
corresponding to approximately 50 percent lower than expected. In comparison, the Crop 
and Food Security Assessment Mission (CFSAM) in 2011 estimated a total early crop 
production of some 500,000 metric tons. The dry spell is expected to have widened the 
food gap and is thereby a threat to the food security situation. 
 
According to FAO field observations in North and South Hwanghae provinces, the 
majority of maize has been transplanted between 20 April and 10 May. This maize is 
expected to be impacted hardest by the dry spell. 

 
 
 

Credit: Belay Derza Gaga / FAO 

 

KEY MESSAGES 

 Access to food during the lean 

season and after harvest 

remains an area of concern for 

the most vulnerable segments 

of the population who are 

dependent on the PDS; they 

will continue to need food 

assistance by the international 

community. 

 

 Following the harvest of main 

crop and food distributions 

made by WFP, the food 

security and nutritional 

situation appeared to have 

marginally improved. WFP 

monitors continue to observe 

cases of skin disease, 

pneumonia, diarrhoea and 

fever among children in the 

visited county hospitals, which 

are often ill-equipped to treat 

them due to lack of medicines, 

supplies and heating 

 

 The most chronically food 

insecure are the 16 million 

people (2/3 of the population) 

who continue to depend on the 

Public Distribution System 

(PDS) and who are 

systematically affected 

throughout the year by food 

ration adjustments depending 

on food availability and other 

factors. 

 

 

 

FUNDING 

198 million  
requested (US$) 

 

38.4% funded 
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Impact on the Food Security Situation 

While the overall prospects of food security in 2012 appear to be better compared to last 
year, the recent dry spell could change the situation dramatically. Although early crops, 
according to WFP/FAO, only constitute 10-12 percent of the total food production in 
DPRK, a reduced yield will nevertheless increase the food gap. 
 
Currently, the situation appears to be under control. Further food donations in April of 
330,000 metric tons of cereals have helped to maintain the PDS (Public Distribution 
System) rations on a higher level compared to last year. The rations for May and June 
are 395 and 380 grams per person per day, respectively compared to 190 and 150 grams 
(see graph below) respectively in 2011. Besides the low caloric content, the vast majority 
of the population subsists on a carbohydrate-based diet lacking dietary diversity with low 
contents of protein, fat and micronutrients. 
 
 

 
Source: WFP 

 

The months of June to September are the peak of the lean season and will be the 
toughest months for the most vulnerable. The hunger period may last until November, as 
the harvest needs to be processed and distributed across the entire country. While food 
shortages will affect people differently (depending on degree of vulnerability), it is 
expected that the PDS rations will further decline over the coming months, as the early 

crops are usually part of the rations 
(a PDS ration of 300 grams has 
been announced for July). The level 
of hardship and food insecurity in 
DPRK has marked spatial and 
regional dimensions, with urban 
areas and mountainous regions 
being more vulnerable than the rest 
of the country. 
 
In June, WFP distributed 3,800 
metric tons of cereals and fortified 
blended food, and will continue in 
July and into August distributing 
another 7,000 metric tons, targeting 
the north-eastern provinces; North 
Hamgyong, Ryanggang, South 
Hamgyong and Kangwon. 

 

While the food security 
situation currently is 
considered stable, the 
months ahead through 
September are the peak 
of the lean season and 
will be the toughest 
months for the poorest 
and most vulnerable. 
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Impact on the nutritional situation 

The UN Team in DPRK continues to be concerned about the long term intellectual and 
physical development of young children, who are malnourished, mainly due to a 
monotonous diet, lacking in proteins, fats and micronutrients. The lean season is the most 
critical period, largely because of the high number of chronically food insecure people 
who are particularly vulnerable. Any reduced intake in the food, caused by the dry spell, 
will inevitably have an impact on the malnutrition of children especially. 
 
WFP operational activities are tightly focused on providing specialized food products, to 
address the nutritional needs of young children and mothers. There is a 1,000 day critical 
window of opportunity from pregnancy to age two in which a set of proven nutrition 
interventions can dramatically improve a child’s chances of surviving and living a healthy 
and prosperous life.  
 
In the window of opportunity, UNICEF is 
therefore focused on the prevention of 
malnutrition with multi-micronutrients 
supplementation being offered to pregnant 
and lactating mothers and selected 
institutions for children. Promotion of 
adequate breastfeeding practices is being 
done. Community Management of Acute 
Malnutrition (CMAM) in 29 counties (900 
villages/ communities) most vulnerable to 
food insecurity continues in the same four 
provinces where WFP is operational (see 
above) as well as in fourteen (14) Baby 
Homes and in all twelve (12) other Pediatric 
Hospitals.  
 
Over the last quarter, therapeutic and supplementary nutritional support and other 
essential medicine have been distributed for a total of 710 cartons of Therapeutic milk, 
4581 cartons of Ready-to-Use Therapeutic Food and 4820 Ready-to-Use Supplementary 
Food. This supply targets about 700 children (between 0-59 months) who would need to 
be hospitalized for severe acute malnutrition with medical complications, 4,000 children 
(between 6-59 months) with severe acute malnutrition without complications and 9,000 
children (between 6-59 months) with moderate acute malnutrition.  
 
In addition to the dry spell, summer is also the high season for diarrheal diseases which 
increases the risk of acute malnutrition. Adequate Oral Re-hydration Salt (ORS) packets 
are made available in clinics and baby homes for the diarrheal treatment along with the 
improved water provisions in the institutions.  
 
DPRK does not have a nutrition surveillance system in place to closely monitor the 
nutrition situation so regular reliable data on the nutritional status of children is not 
available. The situation will be followed through the treatment of acute malnutrition in the 
29 Counties as well as through a National Nutrition Survey to be held in September 2012. 

Life-saving interventions continued into 2012 

With a continued shortfall of funding, a contribution from the Central Emergency 
Response Fund (CERF) of US$ 11 million in early January helped WFP, FAO, WHO, 
UNICEF and UNFPA to maintain the emergency response from 2011 into first half of 
2012.  
 
The overall response sought to resolve the most critical consequences of the food 
insecurity situation, and included activities such as provision of nutritious food assistance, 
plastic sheets and fertilizer, country-wide provision of medicines to prevent maternal 

Credit: WFP 

Long term effects of 
chronic malnutrition 
continues to be of 
serious concern and 
any reduced intake in 
the food, caused by the 
dry spell, will inevitably 
have an impact on the 
malnutrition of 
especially children. 
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mortality; provision of medicines to treat infectious diseases, in particular diarrhoea and 
pneumonia; and provision of essential medicines and equipment to strengthen the 
emergency health care for mothers and children. 
 

End of EMOP 

WFP’s Emergency Operation (EMOP), which was launched in April 2011, came to an end 
on 30 June. To address the critical food shortages that were established by the Rapid 
Food Security Assessment (RFSA) in January 2011, the EMOP has assisted around 3 
million people among the most vulnerable children, pregnant and lactating women and 
elderly. However, WFP was unable to make available sufficient quantities of food during 
the lean season; the PDS rations of cereals were reduced to 200 grams per person per 
day, and consequently much of the population suffered prolonged food deprivation from 
May through September 2011. 
 
An internal evaluation of EMOP, scheduled to begin in July, will apart from assessing the 
impact of EMOP, also help to provide an up-to-date assessment of the current food 
security situation in the current context of the dry spell. The results are expected to be 
available in mid-August. 
 
From 1 July 2012, WFP will continue through the Protracted Relief and Recovery 
Operation (PRRO) to provide humanitarian support in case of acute food 
shortages/emergencies, address the needs of some 2 million people (young children and 
women) who suffer most as a consequence of chronic food shortages, and address one 
of the main concerns of the well-being of the population i.e. under-nutrition. 
 
The interventions will include: 

 Package of food-based nutrition interventions to address the deficit of protein and fats 
in the diet of young children, pregnant/lactating women, 

 Restoring and rebuilding livelihoods and food and nutritional security through 
nutritional support for women and children, 

 Support to local production of fortified foods, such as Super Cereals and biscuits. 

New threats during upcoming rainy season  

A two-day disaster response simulation 
exercise, facilitated by OCHA’s Regional Office 
for Asia and the Pacific (ROAP), took place in 
Pyongyang from 14 to 18 May in advance of the 
upcoming rainy season. Participants in the 
exercise included the six UN agencies resident 
in DPRK (WFP, FAO, UNICEF, WHO, UNFPA 
and UNDP), Swiss Agency for Development 
Cooperation (SDC), Concern Worldwide, 
Handicap International, Save the Children, 
Premiere Urgence, International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), 
ICRC, and the National Red Cross Society. The 
simulation also included, for the first time, 
participants representing the Government, comprising the National Coordination 
Committee (NCC), Ministry of City Management, Ministry of Agriculture, and Ministry of 
Public Health. 
 
Processes simulated during the exercise included: cluster activation, assignment of roles 
and responsibilities, cluster coordination, media relations, donor briefings, cluster 
collaboration on CERF (Central Emergency Response Fund) and Flash Appeal requests, 
financial tracking, joint logistics planning, activation of the International Charter, multi-

Credit: Yindee Lertcharoenchok / OCHA 

 

Humanitarian 
agencies in DPRK 
prepare themselves 
for possible flood 
during the upcoming 
rainy season 

 

Around 2 million women 
and young children, who 
suffer most as a 
consequence of chronic 
food shortages, will 
continue to receive food 
assistance from WFP 
after termination of 
EMOP through the 
Protracted Relief and 
Recovery Operation 
(PRRO). 
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sectoral assessment, government liaison, information management, social media, media 
enquiries and interviews, key messages, communications, reporting, and surge capacity. 
 
Humanitarian agencies have pre-positioned stocks of Non-Food Items (NFIs) in their 
counties of operation to ensure that needs are timely met in the event of flood. 
 

Flooding in South Hamgyong Province 

Torrential rain on 11 June resulted in severe flood in South Hamgyong province affecting 
three counties, Yonggwang, Sinhung and Doksong. According to DPRK Red Cross, some 
399 houses were destroyed affecting some 845 people (including one death). 
 
The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent (IFRC) and Save the 
Children International both responded and provided non-food item assistance upon 
request from the provincial authorities. An assessment of the damages was undertaken in 
the immediate aftermath by the DPRK Red Cross Society in collaboration with IFRC, 
where it was established that the extent of the flooding did not require further national or 
international assistance beyond the current response (Source: IFRC and Save the 
Children). 
 

Malaria prevention 

Malaria being a highly seasonal disease is reported mainly from May to November. 
Timely delivery of vector control intervention is critical in reducing the disease burden. 
LLIN (Long Lasting Insecticide Treated Bed nets) and IRS (Indoor Residual Spraying) are 
two such interventions which are effective if delivered by end of June.  
 
Supported by Global Funds for AIDS, TB and Malaria ( GFATM), UNICEF as principal 
receipient and World Health Organisation (WHO) and sub-receipient, delivered 332,000 
LLINs to an estimated 263,053 households and completed IRS in 594,800 households in 
May and June, 2012. The total number of households in high and medium transmission 
area reached with LLIN and IRS has increased from 9.6 percent in 2009 to 69 percent in 
2012. The increase in coverage of vector control intervention is expected to result in 
further reduction of malaria burden in DPRK and support the national malaria elimination 
effort.    
 

Vaccination campaigns 

The Government has introduced the pentavalent vaccine in the national immunisation 
programme throughout the country. Pentavalent vaccine provides protection to a child 
from 5 life-threatening diseases – Diphtheria, Pertussis, Tetanus, Hepatitis B and Hib 
(Haemophilus Influenza). DPT (Diphtheria + Pertussis + Tetanus) and Hepatitis B are 
already part of routine immunization programme in DPRK supported by GAVI (Global 
Alliance for Vaccines and Immunisation) and other basic vaccines by UNICEF. 
 
Hib is a new addition to DPT and Hepatitis B. Together, the combination is called 
Pentavalent. Hib vaccine can prevent serious diseases caused by Haemophilus Influenza 
type b like pneumonia, meningitis, bacteraemia, epiglottis, septic arthritis etc.  With GAVI, 
UNICEF and WHO support, DPRK has opened a new chapter in saving the life of 
children in the country. This is one of the most expensive (3.5 dollar per dose) vaccines 
among other vaccines that are used in DPRK and the Government has committed itself to 
fulfil the co-financing obligation for this new vaccine. It is the ever first introduction of 
pentavalent vaccine in DPRK which will serve as a breakthrough for EPI (Expanded 
Programme on Immunisation) programme in the country. 
 
The introduction of this pentavalent vaccine will mean that now around 350,000 children 
under one will be vaccinated against Hib in addition to other vaccines. Hib kills more than 
370,000 children under five every year globally. 
 

National campaigns are 
launched for prevention 
of diseases, such as 
Malaria and human 
Influenza. 
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The programme will be launched by the Government on 12 July 2012. 

 
Funding Situation 

The Overview Funding Document (OFD) for 2012 (available on http://kp.one.un.org/ 
presentation-uns-overview-funding-document-2012-dprk-4/), which was presented to the 
international donor community in Beijing on 12 June is currently 38.4% funded.  
 
A total of US$ 76,108,685 has been contributed against an overall requirement of US$ 
198,066,562. 
 
 

 

http://kp.one.un.org/%20presentation-uns-overview-funding-document-2012-dprk-4/
http://kp.one.un.org/%20presentation-uns-overview-funding-document-2012-dprk-4/
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A 200-Day Journey in the Heart of DPRK 
By Marina Garcia Real, WFP - Pyongyang, 27 June 2012 

 
Going to the heart of DPRK might sound like mission impossible to most foreigners 
visiting the country or working there; having a conversation with the locals is probably 
unthinkable to all; going to their homes is simply a rare occasion that very few can 
experience. This is all possible for Narangerel Chimedtseren, a Mongolian woman who 
started to work with WFP in August 2011. Naran, as she prefers to be called, is one of the 
few Korean speaking food aid monitors who regularly travel in near 70% of the 
geographical area of DPRK (114 counties out of 206) where WFP is currently carrying out 
an emergency operation to assist children and mothers.  
 
“I travel more than 200 days per year to most corners of the country’, she says.  ‘I prefer 
to go to the field; staying in Pyongyang is less interesting. When I travel I can see the real 
life in the country. In many places the situation is quite hard; sometimes you simply need 
to observe people’s faces, they speak by themselves”. 
 
Every week, Naran visits orphanages, primary schools, hospitals and people’s houses 
and witnesses where the food provided by WFP goes and what are the daily problems 
that people face to fill their stomachs. Among the nutritional problems of DPR Korea 
stunting is probably the most visible one:  one out of three children is stunted (too short 
for their age). This is a chronic problem that can only be prevented and treated during the 
1,000 first days of their lives (from conception to two years old).  

 
WFP distributes biscuits and Super Cereals 
(blended food enriched with vitamins and 
minerals), vegetable oil, maize and soy 
beans to 26,000 institutions throughout the 
country, reaching an average of 2.3 million 
children and women in 2011.   
 
“When I meet with the children I always think 
of my own girls (3 and 6 years old) and I can 
easily see how the lack of nutritious food is 
affecting the lives of these children” – Naran 
explains.  
 
 “WFP has the policy of ‘no access, no food’ 

so if we provide food in a particular area we need to be allowed to visit it within 24-hour 
notice. This also gives us access to people’s houses, where I go very often. The first thing 
you do when you arrive to the threshold is to take your shoes off, as part of their tradition; 
then you’re usually invited to join the family (in most cases you meet with a mother and 
her child) in the living room. We sit together on the floor and exchange some words in 
Korean to make them feel comfortable with my visit. They are always happy to hear than 
I’m from Mongolia. I ask them questions about what food is available for them at that 
moment; if they have access to it and how do they utilize the food. In most cases their 
regular diet lacks of animal proteins, fat and micronutrients. During the lean season (May 
to October) less food is usually available and people go to the mountains to pick some 
kind of wild food, they reduce the number of meals per day or add more water to the food 
they prepare…” 
 
What to bring for such a trip is not a dilemma for Naran:  
 
“When I prepare my suitcase there are two things that I always take: my electronic 
dictionary (Korean-English) and some Korean books that I read during the hundreds of 
kilometres that I do every week. Both are very useful for the long journey”. 
 

Credit: WFP 


