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UNICEF 

UNICEF Target  Total Results* 

Nutrition:  Children under 5 years suffering from SAM and MAM treated through 
inpatient and outpatient therapeutic feeding programmes 70,000 43,788 

Health:  People provided with essential medicines 6,000,000 3,200,000 

WASH: People provided with access to safe drinking water  223,000 21,358** 

 

Highlights 
According to the 2019 WFP/FAO joint rapid food security assessment, prolonged 
dry spells, abnormally hot temperatures and floods, coupled with limited supplies 
of agricultural inputs, severely impacted yields of the 2018 main crops and early 
season crops to be harvested in 2019. Although it was anticipated this may have a 
direct negative impact on the already projected caseload of 140,000 under-five 
children suffering from acute malnutrition, at the time of writing, available data 
shows no evidence of a deteriorating nutrition situation among children under-
five years.  Furthermore, Mid-Upper Arm Circumference (MUAC) screening data 
for 1.5 million under-five children during the May 2019 Child Health Days event 
provided a snapshot of 3.6 per cent acute malnutrition among screened children. 
Without MUAC screening data from previous rounds, trend analysis could not be 
made at this time. UNICEF is closely monitoring and coordinating with the Ministry 
of Public Health (MoPH), WFP and other partners.  
 

• As of 30 June 2019, UNICEF and partners reached 3.2 million people with 
essential medicines and 299,000 children with diarrhoea received oral 
rehydration salts. 

• About 43,788 acutely malnourished children (21,699 SAM and 22,089 MAM) 
were referred for treatment under the inpatient and outpatient nutrition 
programmes. 

• Nearly 1.5 million under-five children, including 498,000 children aged 6-23 
months, received vitamin A supplementation with multiple micronutrient 
powder for their home food fortification. 

• About 158,515 people were provided with access to safe drinking water 
through construction and rehabilitation of six water supply systems.  

• Only 33 per cent of HAC requirements are currently funded, resulting in 
difficulties to provide life-saving services for children across sectors. Because 
of underfunding and low investment in basic services, gains made in recent 
past will be offset. Additional pressure will be put on the health system and 
underlying causes of malnutrition will be exacerbated.  

 
 

UNICEF Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS REPORTING PERIOD: January-June 2019 

UNICEF supported children in Jongju Primary school with a 
gravity-fed water supply system © UNICEF/Simon/2019  
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Funds 
Received in 

2019                               
$6 m

Carry 
foward 
amount               
$0.5 m

Funding 
gap                           

$13 m

2019 funding 
requirement
$19.5 m

2,590,000  
# of children in need of humanitarian 
assistance 

10,900,000  
# of people in need 
(DPRK 2019 Needs and Priorities Plan) 
 

 

UNICEF Appeal 2019 

US$19.5 million 
 
Funding Status 2019* 

 
 

*Total results are cumulative from January-June 2019 
**Though a total of 158,515 people were provided with access to safe drinking water; only 21,358 were reached against HAC target for 2019. The remainder 137,157 are spill over 
targets from 2018 also reached between January-June 2019. 



Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
The WFP/FAO Joint Rapid Food Security Assessment carried out in April highlights prolonged dry spells, abnormally hot temperatures 
and floods, coupled with limited supplies of agricultural inputs, had a severe impact on yields of the 2018 main crops. Since January, 
rations of the Public Distribution System (PDS) have been reduced to 300 grams per person per day (g/pp/day), which compares to 
380 grams during the same period in 2018. Overall, the report estimates that 10.1 million people (40 percent of the population) are 
food insecure and in urgent need of food assistance, and that vulnerable pregnant women and children under five will be further 
exposed to the threat of acute malnutrition. According to May precipitation data, seven provinces in the country received less than 
50 per cent of average annual precipitation which has a direct impact on availability of sufficient quantity of clean and safe drinking 
water elevating the risk of consuming contaminated water. Essential medicines and equipment continue to remain limited and do not 
meet the needs.   
 
Although geopolitical tensions on the peninsula have abated, humanitarian funding continues to be low and agencies find themselves 
unable to fully address the current needs. Despite the positive experience in obtaining expedited sanctions clearance for importation 
of supplies in April 2019, requests by transit countries for additional sanctions-related import waivers are still leading to considerable 
delays in the delivery of interventions. In addition, banking channels remain suspended since 2017 resulting in limited cash availability 
in-country for operational costs. These factors have compounded the situation in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, in which 
the delivery of basic humanitarian interventions crucial to safeguarding the lives of children and women continue to be seriously 
compromised.  

 
Estimated Population in Need of Humanitarian Assistance 

(Estimates calculated based on initial figures from the inter-agency 2019 DPRK Needs and Priorities and UNICEF DPRK 2019 HAC) 
 

Start of humanitarian response: Jan 2019 

  Total Male Female 

Total Population in Need 10,900,000 5,232,000 5,668,000 

Children (Under 18) 2,590,000 1,243,200 1,346,800 

Children Under Five  1,700,000 816,000 884,000 

Children 6 to 23 months  497,935 239,009 258,926 

Pregnant/lactating women  90,500  90,500 

 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
Humanitarian partners work closely with relevant government authorities to ensure effective selection of beneficiaries, 
implementation and monitoring of operations. While the government counterpart for UN agencies is the National Coordinating 
Committee (NCC), INGOs and Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) work through the Korean European Cooperation 
Coordination Agency (KECCA), and the ICRC and IFRC through the DPRK National Red Cross Society. Nevertheless, all humanitarian 
agencies come together in the HCT and subsidiary technical Sector Working Groups (SWGs). The Resident Coordinator’s Office is 
supported by a full-time OCHA Coordination Officer who provides support for emergency preparedness and response. 
UNICEF leads the Nutrition and WASH sector working groups and co-leads Health with WHO. UNICEF is also actively participating in 
the DRR sector working group.  

 

Humanitarian Strategy  
In adherence with the Core Commitments for Children (CCCs), and in coordination and collaboration with the government and other 
stakeholders, UNICEF provides humanitarian support in the sectors of health, nutrition and water, sanitation and hygiene for the most 
vulnerable children and women.   
 
To sustain the delivery of life-saving interventions, UNICEF is continuously working with partners to apply its three-pronged strategic 
approach of building the capacities of local service providers and caregivers; strengthening the timely and effective delivery of 
essential health, nutrition and WASH interventions, especially for children under 5 years and pregnant and lactating women; and 
providing basic and essential humanitarian supplies in line with global standards. UNICEF applies an integrated approach to health, 
nutrition, WASH and social inclusion programming that will contribute to reducing maternal and under-five mortality, promoting early 
childhood development, addressing undernutrition among women and girls and facilitating equitable access to basic WASH services.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Summary Analysis of Programme Response   
 

Nutrition 

Nutrition results for children and women in the first half of 2019 included sustaining high coverage of Community-Based Management 
of Acute Malnutrition (CMAM) services. Out of 43,788 children with acute malnutrition, 21,699 with severe acute malnutrition with 
or without concurrent illnesses and 22,089 with moderate acute malnutrition with concurrent illnesses were treated. About 1.5 million 
U5 children (99 per cent of national target) received vitamin A supplementation and deworming. Of those, 498,000 children aged 6–
23 months (95 per cent of national target) received multi-micronutrient powder supplements for home fortification of their 
complementary foods during the Child Health Days held in May. In addition, screening data received in May from the Child Data 
Management Unit (CDMU) of the Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS) indicate a rate of 3.6 per cent of acute malnutrition amongst the 
approximately 1.5 million children aged 6-59 months. In the absence of MUAC screening data from previous rounds, it remains difficult 
to make comparisons and make any determinations on a deterioration of the nutritional status. Nevertheless, the identified cases of 
around 60,000 acutely malnourished children during screening are within the projected national burden of acute malnutrition of 
140,000 and the estimated UNICEF target caseload of 70,000 for 2019.    
 
As of June 2019, in collaboration with the MoPH, Institute of Child Nutrition (ICN), and Technical Working Group (MoPH, ICN, UNICEF, 
WFP, WHO), UNICEF supported the implementation of the follow-up action plan to address the 2017 CMAM evaluation 
recommendations. Through this support mechanism, UNICEF facilitated the recruitment of a technical expert to lead the CMAM 
treatment protocol review through which a revised structure of the protocol has been agreed with several technical reviews of the 
draft guideline conducted with MoPH and TWG. Nutritional support for children diagnosed with TB was incorporated both in the draft 
TB and CMAM guidelines. In addition, CMAM focal points representing all provinces and convergence counties were nominated and 
appointed by MoPH to strengthen the quality of the programme. These focal points received the necessary equipment, such as motor 
bicycles, LCD projectors, USB flash disks and job-aids, to facilitate the roll-out of cascade training while strengthening monitoring and 
quality assurance of the programme at provincial, county and Ri (village) levels. Training for CMAM master trainers and cascade 
trainings for county- and Ri-level doctors were also facilitated and supported. Since January 2019, around 67 health care providers 
including paediatricians and nurses were trained on the integrated CMAM-IYCF package. This knowledge and new skills will enable 
them to identify and manage acute malnutrition as well as promote optimal IYCF practices. 
 
Capacity-building efforts through in-service and on-the-job training, improved identification and referral to CMAM hospitals of acutely 
malnourished children in counties and Ris. Some 200 hospital beds were provided to 22 hospitals delivering CMAM services in some 
of the priority counties including all nine convergence counties. Nutrition treatment data from the first half of 2019 confirmed high 
performing indicators with a cure rate of 99 per cent of the nearly 44,000 U5 children enrolled in the CMAM programme, while less 
than 1 per cent either defaulted, died or did not respond to treatment. 
 
In May, the CO was officially granted access to Jagang Province to monitor CMAM/nutrition activities, in 5 out of 181 counties. For the 
remainder 13 non-accessible counties, the CO has undertaken an internal risk assessment to identify possible mitigation measures. In 
July, these measures were discussed with MoPH who committed to put in place the following for monitoring: sharing of county-level 
nutrition data; submission of evidence (pictures, signed goods receiving notes) of supplies delivered to health facilities; and, seconded 
national staff will undertake regular monitoring visits in these non-accessible areas. 
 
With WFP as a co-lead, UNICEF leads the Nutrition Sector Working Group (NSWG). The NSWG provides technical guidance on 
harmonization of standards and guidelines to ensure delivery of quality nutrition services. Since June, three sectoral meetings were 
held during which sector response progress was reviewed while deliberating on follow-up actions in response to the WFP/FAO rapid 
Food Security Assessment (rFSA) report. WFP mostly works on prevention of undernutrition through provision of fortified cereals and 
biscuits in 60 out of the 210 counties, they are focusing on strengthening their response and increasing their target if need be. While 
UNICEF ensures uninterrupted therapeutic supplies for malnutrition treatment. So far, offshore procurement and importation of 
Ready-to-Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF), therapeutic milk and medicines have been ongoing smoothly. In addition, in May, with the 
EAPRO Emergency Team’s support, the CO elaborated an office-wide drought emergency response plan based on the rFSA report that 
can be triggered at any point.  
 
 
 
Health 

As of 30 June 2019, a total of 3.2 million people in 50 priority Counties received essential medicines for enough to treat basic medical 
conditions of 53 per cent of the entire population, including 450,000 children under 5 years. 3,452 Essential Medicines Kits and 1,450 
refills of Household Doctors Bags to equip 30 per cent of the total workforce of 5,000 Household Doctors working in the 50 Counties 
were distributed.   Nationwide, excluding Jagang Province, 2,650,000 sachets of ORS were distributed to treat 299,000 children with 
diarrhoea. In addition, UNICEF reached 29,000 pregnant women with antenatal care and basic and comprehensive obstetric services. 
The provision of essential drugs, ORS and consumables and basic equipment for safe deliveries is challenged by significant 
underfunding and during the first 6 months of the year SIDA, CIDA, CERF and HTF were utilized to procure emergency medical 

                                                        
1 Jagang province consists of 18 counties in which each has one CMAM site. However, the provincial capital has two CMAM sites making the total CMAM sites in 
the county at 19. Of the 19 sites, 5 are accessible and 14 are not.  

 



commodities. No outbreaks of communicable diseases or natural disasters occurred in the reported period. Close surveillance of 
diarrhoeal cases was carried out by the UNICEF health team in view of the looming food insecurity situation and potential water 
scarcity.  
 
During the reporting period, UNICEF steadily worked with MoPH within the framework of the Health MTSP  2016–2020 and the AWP 
2019-2020 to reduce infant, U5 and maternal mortality and to decrease the burden of most prevalent diseases. Despite contextual 
challenges, limited access to quality health life-saving services, unintended consequences of sanctions and underfunding, UNICEF 
supported progress in the health sector achievements led by MoPH.   
 
Policy, capacity development and service delivery advanced in the following areas:  

1. MoPH, supported by WHO and UNICEF, started preparations for the October Measles Rubella (MR) national immunization 
campaign targeting more than 6,000,000 children under 15 years. The campaign is a pre-requisite for the introduction of the 
new MR vaccine into the national EPI schedule. Main areas of concern are the in-country availability of cash to fund the 
training of health workers, the microplanning, IEC material printing, transportation of vaccines and ancillary material as well 
as supervision activities. WHO and UNICEF, supported by the Office of the UN RC and Gavi, developed a feasible contingency   
plan to overcome the challenges and carry out the MR campaign in due time.   

 
2. After achieving a high and equitable immunization coverage, the priority of DPRK is addressing measures which will make its 

immunisation and primary health care programme more sustainable and resilient. This scenario called for the development 
of a comprehensive Cold Chain Plan in May 2019 and a new Effective Vaccine Management (EVM) assessment was 
undertaken in July. The EVM assessment will elaborate a subsequent Improvement Plan.  

 
3. The DPRK National Childhood Tuberculosis guidelines were reviewed and updated. Childhood TB is now a programmatic and 

advocacy priority, especially after the withdrawal of the Global Fund in June 2018. The strategy is the integration of TB 
detection into the current protocol for the integrated management of the neonates and children illnesses (IMNCI) to 
counteract the current financial crunch in the country’s childhood TB programme management, helping build the capacity of 
household doctors (HHDs) in the early identification and referral of presumptive TB cases in 50 selected counties. 

 
4. The Integrated Pregnancy and New-born Care Computerized Training Tool (iMPACtt) is being adapted and translated for 

dissemination of the IMPAC knowledge among HHDs and other health professionals through the Tele-education system of 
the country. UNICEF is providing both financial and technical support for adapting the tool and building the capacity of the 
first cohort of national iMPACtt trainers.  

 
5. The overall objective of the ongoing Logistics Management Information System (LMIS) development consultancy is to support 

the MoPH to strengthen routine supply activities, including but not limited to reception of commodities, keep drugs in good 
condition, use transport as efficiently as possible, reduce losses and provide real time information on traceability of 
commodities and forecasting of needs. The consultancy was planned in 2 phases: Phase 1 was completed in January 2019 
and Phase 2 will be held in October 2019. 

6. The project funded by the United Nations Partnership on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNPRPD) is being 
implemented by Handicap International and the Korean Foundation for People with Disabilities (KFPD).  The focus is on the 
implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities articles 7, 25 and 26; and articles 2 and 23 of 
the CRC.   In the first half of the year, HI started implementing activities related to early screening and the setting-up of the 
screening and intervention units, organizing trainings on early detection and intervention for Ri and County Hospital doctors, 
specifically in Jongju City hospital and its surrounding Ri clinics. Additional activities included the development of screening 
tools, drafting early childhood screening and intervention protocols and provision of early screening toolkits to Ri doctors.  

 
Mitigation measures to lower the risk of the unintended impact of sanctions were put in place. The early planning of the utilization of 
grants and early submission of exemption requests to the 1718 Sanctions Committee proved successful, as clearance delay shortened 
significantly. 
 
WASH 

During the first half of the year, 158,515 people were provided with an adequate safe drinking water supply through construction of 
a new gravity-fed system and rehabilitation of another five systems.  UNICEF also supported water and hygiene kits for at least 6,200 
mothers–child couples with severe acute malnutrition undergoing treatment in 28 county hospitals.  
 
In terms of achievements for this year, out of the aforementioned 158,515, only 21,358 people accessed safe drinking water through 
the completion of a new gravity-fed system in 2019. The remaining 137,157 people reached are because of targets from 2018 whose 
access was delayed due to challenges related to importation clearance of WASH supplies. Against the 2019 planned target of 223,000 
people, available funding only allowed to reach 124,069 people comprising 84,069 people benefitting from longer-term water supply 
services and 40,000 people receiving WASH relief items. Due to funding constraints, there are currently no resources to reach 
approximately 40 per cent of the 2019 targeted population.  
 
Some 95 provincial engineers and technicians were trained in computer-aided design of water supply networks, greatly enhancing 
their capacity to design such systems. Training was provided to 48 technicians from Orang and Kyonghung counties on quality 
construction of WASH infrastructure to ensure that facilities last for the designed life period. 



 
Urine Diversion Dehydrating Toilet (UDDT) and composting toilets are being trialled in 1,000 households in Jongju, Junghwa and 
Rakwon convergence counties. To facilitate implementation, leaflet guidance materials were developed on correct installation and 
use of UDDT toilets and on safe composting methods.  With support from Pyongyang Agriculture College (PAC), the Ministry of Urban 
Management (MoUM) is also updating the guidelines on rural sanitation and safe treatment of excreta using composting.  
 
In March, World Water Day was celebrated and advocacy on leaving no-one behind was conducted through various channels, 
including national level advocacy events, national television, central newspapers and the Grand People’s Study House (GPSH) tele-
advocacy system.  
 
With IFRC and Concern Worldwide as co-chairs, UNICEF leads the WASH Sector Working Group to coordinate joint preparedness and 
response. UNICEF and partners maintain pre-positioned stocks of basic WASH items such as water purification tablets, water filters, 
containers, soap and calcium hypochlorite. During the first half of the year, the WASH Sector Working Group held five meetings and 
coordinated efforts in emergency preparedness, assessment, response and reporting while maintaining an updated 4W matrix of all 
partners. In May, with support from the UNICEF East Asia and Pacific Regional Office (EAPRO), UNICEF organised a 3-day internal 
Emergency Preparedness and Response refresher training to ensure optimum preparedness for the upcoming rainy season.   
 

Supply and Logistics  
During the first six months of 2019, a total of US$2.5 million worth of Health, Nutrition and WASH supplies were ordered including 

6,285 Essential Medicine Kits (EMK), 4.4 million sachets of ORS, 2444 cartons of RUTF, 100,000 bars of soap, and 8 million water 

purification tablets.  A consolidated request that was submitted to the 1718 UN Sanctions Committee in April 2019 was approved 

within two weeks. However, due to the long lead time related to the international sanctions imposed on DPRK, most of these orders 

are in the pipeline.  During the same reporting period, a total of US$1.8 million worth of humanitarian supplies ordered during the 

second half of 2018 were also received. These include 3,494 EM Kits, 4,500 Household doctor’s refill kits, 1.5 million sachets of ORS, 

7,400 cartons of RUTF and 6.4 million water purification tablets.  

 

Media and External Communication  
During the reporting period, the Country Office received in-country support from the Regional Communications Specialist. Human 

interest stories on a convergence county and the 2018 floods were produced and uploaded onto the regional blog.  

https://www.unicef.org/eap/stories/healthier-future-families-jongju-dpr-korea 

https://blogs.unicef.org/east-asia-pacific/protecting-flood-victims-dpr-korea/ 

 

Funding  
To help support the activities in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, UNICEF is thankful for the funds received this year from 
Canada, France, Republic of Korea, Sweden as well as through the UNICEF Global Humanitarian Thematic Fund (GHTF).  There are also 
funds carried over from CERF and Global Thematic Fund. The current funding gap is at 67 per cent.  If additional funds are not received 
timely, programme implementation will be hampered thus increasing the risk of malnutrition and inadequate access to clean water 
and health services that will directly affect the most vulnerable children and women. 
 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 01/01/2019 for a period of 12 months) 

Appeal Sector Requirements 
Funds available* Funding gap 

Funds Received Current Year Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  9,800,000 2,269,564 218,427 7,312,009 75 

Health 3,900,000 2,247,206 379,421 2,626,627 33 

WASH 5,800,000 1,296,791 217 1,297,008 78 

Total 19,500,000 5,813,561 598,065 13,088,374 67 

* Funds available includes funding received against current appeal as well as carry-forward from the previous year. 

 ** Clusters are not activated in DPRK. Targets are UNICEF’s only. Total results for all sectors are cumulative January-June 2019. 

 
Next SitRep: 31/12/2019 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Myo-Zin Nyunt 
Representative, 
UNICEF, DPR Korea 
Tel: +850 2381 7234 
Email: mnyunt@unicef.org  
 
 

Odile Bulten 
Deputy Representative, 
UNICEF, DPR Korea 
Tel: +850 2381 7146 
Email: obulten@unicef.org  
 

Kencho Namgyal 
Chief -WASH/Emergency Focal Point 
UNICEF, DPR Korea 
Tel: +850 2381 7150 
Email: knamgyal@unicef.org  
 
 
 

https://www.unicef.org/eap/stories/healthier-future-families-jongju-dpr-korea
https://blogs.unicef.org/east-asia-pacific/protecting-flood-victims-dpr-korea/
mailto:mnyunt@unicef.org
mailto:obulten@unicef.org
mailto:knamgyal@unicef.org


Annex A 
 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 

 
*Total results are cumulative from January-June 2019 
**Though a total of 158,515 people were provided with access to safe drinking water; only 21,358 were reached against HAC target for 2019. The remainder 137,157 are spill over targets from 2018 also reached 
between January-June 2019. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
UNICEF 

2019*  
Target 

Total Results** 

Change since 
last report ▲▼ 

NUTRITION     

Children under 5 years suffering from wasting treated through inpatient 
and outpatient therapeutic feeding programmes 

70,000 43,788 
 
 

Children under 5 years provided with micronutrient supplementation 1,600,000 1,500,000  

HEALTH     

Children under 5 years with diarrhoea treated with oral rehydration salts 890,000 299,000  

People accessing essential medicines 6,000,000 3,200,000  

Pregnant mothers in 50 counties accessing emergency obstetric neonatal 
care services 

90,500 29,000 
 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE    

Number of people with access to safe drinking water 223,00 21,358  

Number of reached with hygiene and sanitation messages 60,000 4,000  


