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COUNTRY STRATEGY 

 
OPERATIONS 

  
Project  

Duration 

Planned 

number of 

people 

Total  

requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  

received  

(in USD) 

Total 

Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Top 5 Donors 

PRRO 200532: 

Nutrition 

Support for 

Children and 

Women 

July 2013 –

Dec 2015 

 

1,787,400 

 
167,830,081 

 
85,970,214 51% 

 
                                          

19,891,666  
 

Switzerland,  

UN CERF, 

Russia, Republic 

of Korea, 

Australia 

*October - March 2016 

Summary of WFP assistance 

Since 1995, WFP has provided over 4.6 million metric tons of food assistance to vulnerable people in DPR Korea. 

This assistance has played a significant role in moderating hunger and malnutrition. While the original objective 
was to broadly address undernutrition for a large portion of the population, in recent years, WFP has transitioned 
its assistance to focus more on addressing the nutrition gap for children, pregnant women and nursing mothers. 
Consequently, WFP has curtailed the distribution of bulk cereals and now primarily distributes specialised foods 
fortified with micronutrients. Local production of fortified blended food and biscuits continues to be a central 
feature of the WFP operation, bringing significant cost savings.  

The Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) “Nutrition Support for Children and Women” is a reflection 
of WFP’s re-focused approach. Due to persistent underfunding, the original plan to assist 2.4 million women and 
children over a two year period with a budget of USD 200 million was scaled down in 2014 to a target of 1.8 
million vulnerable women and children. This downsizing meant excluding over half a million primary school 
children.  
 

WFP also provides assistance through Food For Community Development (FFCD) schemes, aiming to support 
communities with building assets that are damaged or need rehabilitation. WFP supports training activities to 
develop local capacity, especially of women, creating both temporary employment and supplements household 
food stocks.  
 

WFP’s operation contributes to the UN Sustainable Development Goal 2 — Zero Hunger and to the outcomes of 
the UN Strategic Framework for Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (2011-2015).  

 

 
 
  

In support of the DPR Korea government’s efforts to reduce hunger, 
WFP provides assistance to the poorest, most food insecure counties 
in nine provinces. Aiming to reduce moderate acute and chronic 
malnutrition, WFP is providing fortified cereals and biscuits for 
children in nurseries, kindergartens, hospitals, and primary schools. 
Pregnant women and nursing mothers receive fortified blended 
cereals, pulses and oil to maintain their nutritional status. These 
micronutrient fortified and easily digestible cereals and biscuits are 
made in local factories throughout the country.  

WFP also contributes to protecting agricultural land, planting trees, 
dredging streams and repairing irrigation canals, river banks and 
infrastructure affected by floods through its Food For Community 
Development (FFCD) activities. Preparing for and responding to 
natural disasters is part of WFP’s assistance during the lean season 
from March-August.   

WFP has been present in DPR Korea since 1995. ©WFP/Rein Skullerud 
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  

 
PARTNERSHIPS  
WFP partners with the National Coordinating Committee (NCC) under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, to implement 
the food assistance programme. The strong partnership with the NCC facilitates WFP’s access to the 87 counties 

covered by the operation. WFP robustly upholds the principle of “no access, no assistance” which is enshrined in a 
Letter of Understanding with the Government. In partnership with the Government, WFP supports a network of up 
to 14 local factories, which produce fortified biscuits and Super Cereal. The Government contributes to the project 
by providing factories, warehouses, staff, electrical power and maintenance. The Government is also responsible 
for transportation of ingredients from ports to factories, as well as for distribution of biscuits and Super Cereal 
directly to nurseries, kindergartens, primary schools and hospitals, or through public distribution centres for 
pregnant women and nursing mothers using a WFP ration card. Through these activities, the Government makes 
a significant contribution towards the cost of the programme. WFP provides the basic raw materials for biscuit and 
Super Cereal production, a cooking mix (iodised salt and baking soda) and a micronutrient pre-mix (vitamins and 
minerals) to fortify the food. WFP also supplies packaging materials, spare parts and technical expertise in food 
processing and fortification.  

Partnership possibilities are limited as DPR Korea has a small number of resident United Nations agencies and 
international NGOs. WFP continues to co-chair the food security and agriculture theme group with FAO and the 
nutrition theme group with UNICEF. UNICEF and WFP coordinate on nutrition interventions by sharing information 
on programming, and providing inputs for the national nutrition strategy and policy papers. WFP is also actively 
contributing through the United Nations Country Team to a 2017-2021 Strategic Framework for Cooperation 
between the United Nations and DPR Korea. 
 
COUNTRY BACKGROUND  

DPR Korea has experienced widespread food shortages since the 
mid-1990s. Despite efforts to achieve agricultural self-
sufficiency, DPR Korea does not produce enough food to feed its 
population. Production is largely constrained by insufficient 
arable land, over- cultivation, a scarcity of quality fertilisers and 
pesticides, low mechanisation and low levels of irrigation. These 
factors leave the agricultural system prone to climatic shocks. 

DPR Korea had a global hunger index score of 16.4 in 2014, 
classified as “serious”. Currently, international trade and 
investment are restricted under the sanctions imposed by United 
Nations Security Council resolutions.  
The 2012 National Nutrition Survey confirmed that the nutritional 
status of children had improved since 2009, with chronic 
malnutrition falling from 32.4 to 27.9 percent. Nonetheless, 
WFP’s mid-term review of the ongoing operation in July 2014 
revealed that a staggering 81 percent of the population do not 
have an acceptable diet in terms of quality and diversity. The 
population consumes 25 percent less protein and 30 percent less 

fat than the amount required for a healthy life. One in three 
children under five years of age and almost half the children between 12 and 23 months are anaemic. Regional 
disparities are also significant, with stunting rates nearing 40 percent in some areas of the north-east of the 
country, a level designated as ‘critical’ by WHO. 

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 This quarter, WFP provided food assistance to 781,075 people. This 
represents 72 percent of the planned recipients and the food rations 

provided were 57 percent of the total entitlements. 
 The current operation received contributions of USD 5.9 million 

between July and September 2015. WFP used these funds to procure 
wheat, maize, pulses, vegetable oil and sugar. While the late receipt 
of funds will mean a break in the distribution of blended foods in 
November and December, it will allow WFP to meet these requirements 
during the first quarter of 2016.  

 Of the total contributions, USD 3 million from the UN Central 
Emergency Response Fund (UN CERF) allowed WFP to extend 
assistance to an additional 13 drought affected counties. WFP resumed 
its nutrition support to more than 100,000 children under five years, 
and to pregnant and nursing mothers. 

 In August 2015, flooding took place in the north of the country, with 
Rason City being seriously affected. WFP responded by dispatching 5.5 
metric tons of fortified biscuits to more than 11,000 flood affected 
people. 

 WFP has received FFCD proposals from counties and cities affected by 
the localised floods in July and August, and is assessing suitable 
schemes for implementation in autumn. 

 A budget revision is under process to extend the WFP operation up to 
June 2016, maintaining current assistance levels. 

 Due to insufficient resources, 
WFP met only 38 percent of the 

required monthly needs in 
September. Existing resources 
allowed the distribution of 
fortified blended cereals and 
biscuits, but no pulses and oil. 
Around 100,000 drought affected 
children and women in 13 of the 
87 planned counties were the 
only ones to receive the full food 
basket consisting of fortified 
blended food, pulses and oil. 

 The same trend is expected to 

occur through December 2015. 
Any contributions received from 
now will be converted into 
fortified foods and distributed 
approximately 3-6 months from 
the time of the contribution. 


