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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Following a poor karma/karan rainy season (July to 
September), inland pastoral areas entered the long dry period 

 Better rangeland conditions expected in coastal areas as 
heys/dada rains (October to March) perform well 

 Food security likely to deteriorate for pastoralists and poor 
urban households until March next year 

Food security situation likely to deteriorate 
In north-western and south-eastern pastoral areas, the 2011 
karma/karan rains (July-September) were late and erratic, leading to 
poor rangeland conditions. Livestock body conditions are generally 
poor, with high mortality, low birth rates (especially for goats and 
camels) and low milk production. Further deterioration is expected as 
the typical long dry season runs from October to March. Minor 
improvements are however expected in coastal areas, where 
heys/dada rains (October-March) are forecast at above average levels 
and may contribute to the replenishment of pasture and water 
catchments. Significant migration of livestock to coastal grazing areas 
is expected leading to increased competition for limited resources and 
increasing risks of transmission of animal diseases. 
 
Prices of main staple commodities have generally increased since late 
last year. In wholesale markets of Djibouti city, average price of wheat 
flour increased by 56 percent between November 2010 and April 2011, 
and levelled off from May onwards. At about USD 790 per tonne, the 
current price of wheat flour is almost similar to the peak reached in July 
2008, driven by high international wheat prices, the Ethiopian cereal 
export ban and high local transportation costs due to high fuel prices. 
 
The total estimated population in need of humanitarian assistance is set 
at about 210 000 people. This includes about 120 000 small-scale 
farmers and herders living in northwest and southeast areas, about 
60 000 urban dwellers affected by high food prices, low remittances 
and reduced employment opportunities, and about 30 000 refugees and 
asylum-seekers (mainly from Somalia and Yemen) hosted in camps. 
 
After several consecutive failed rainy seasons, herd sizes have been 
reduced dramatically especially in north-western and south-eastern 
pastoral areas, reducing households’ income and food sources. The 
recent governmental ban on charcoal production and firewood 
collection has further reduced households’ livelihood strategies. In most 
cases, it is estimated that food aid is meeting approximately 50 percent 
of annual household food needs. 

 
 

 

 


