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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 
• 2010A season crop much larger than last year 
• Food security improved and food import need lower following a 

succession of good harvests  
• Wholesale cereal and beans prices have declined in recent 

months 

2010 A season crop better than last year 
Contrary to earlier expectations, despite an uneven rainfall season in 
several areas, preliminary data from the Ministry of Agriculture 
(MINAGRI) crop assessment indicate that the 2010A cereal and beans 
production, harvested at the beginning of the year was better than the 
same season in 2009. Cereal production increased by 26 percent and 
pulses by 19 percent. By contrast there was a small decline by 3 
percent in the production of tubers and bananas. 
 
Plantings of the 2010B crops (about 50 percent of total) have benefited 
from above average rainfall so far. A production assessment will be 
conducted at harvest time in June. 

Food security favourable due to a succession of 
good harvests since 2008 
As a result of favourable weather and the Government’s Crop 
Intensification Programme (CIP), production in 2009 was a record for 
many crops marking a second successive year of increased production. 
According to a report by the Rwanda Development Authority (RADA), 
maize production doubled in 2009 compared to the previous year, and 
cassava, Irish potatoes, rice and wheat increased by 55, 11, 16 and 7 
percent respectively. Production of other basic foodcrops, mainly 
bananas, roots and tubers, was also good. 
 
With the good output of the first crop for 2010 (A crop) and assuming 
that the 2010 B crop early good prospects materialize, a further 
improvement in the food security situation is likely in 2010. 
 
The CIP programme began in 2007 with the objective of boosting 
agricultural production and food security ant to reduce dependence on 
food imports. Cereal import requirements for 2009 are estimated by 
FAO to have fallen to about 127 000 tonnes, or 20 percent below the 
already reduced 2008 imports and are likely to be reduced further in 
2010. 

Prices of staple food crops decline 
As a result of the larger availabilities, wholesale prices of maize, rice 
and beans have declined in recent months, For example, in March the 
price of maize in Kigali’s central market was USD 211/tonne, 76 
percent below the level of September and 52 percent below the price 
recorded a year earlier. Similarly, beans fell to around USD 455 /tonne 
in March, 35 percent below September level but remained above a year 
earlier levels. Rice prices fell less and in March they were 6 percent 
below September. 
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Refugees in need of food assistance 
According to WFP about 45 000 refugees, mostly from Democratic 
Republic of Congo, continue to reside in camps in Rwanda. Given the 
expected long duration of the stay of these refugees, a Protracted 
Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) has been set up to provide 
emergency food relief and help improve nutrition and livelihood of the 
most vulnerable groups. 
 

 
 

 
 


