
         
 

 

  EDITORIAL 
Issue 71 – 20th June 2007

-------------------------------------------  

For internal reasons, during the next 
few weeks the Weekly Highlight will be 

shortened and published on semi-
monthly basis. We would like to 

apologise for the disagreement, and 
ensure you that we will start again the 
current version and rhythm as soon as 

possible. 
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153 shocking days 
 
153 days ago, the UN Secretary General, Mr. Ban Ki-Moon finally announced a 
Humanitarian Crisis in Iraq. For UN Agencies, NGOs and most observers of the Iraqi 
situation, this announcement was a long time coming, and the intervening time before the 
announcement was a long and difficult one for the Iraqi vulnerable.  
 
According to UNHCR statements 50,000 people are displaced every month, meaning that 
since Mr. Ban Ki-Moon's announcements, an additional 1 quarter million Iraqis have 
been displaced.  
 
According to the latest figures stating that about 100 Iraqis are killed every day, 
approximately 15,000 more Iraqis would have been killed since the announcement. If we 
consider the figures on excess deaths given by the now widely recognized John Hopkins 
and Al-Mustansiriya University’s survey published one year ago in the Lancet, it would 
mean 83,438 additional deaths over the past 5 months. Assuming that the situation is 
at the same level of violence as during the 2003-2006 period. 
 
Since the beginning of the war, the cost of war incurred just by the US1 has been in excess 
of USD 436 billions. This means USD 280 million per day. It means that since Mr. Ban's 
announcement more than USD 4 billion. During the same period, how much has been 
pledged for refugees abroad? How much has been allocated to respond to the 
humanitarian crisis inside the country?  
 
What has been done over these past five months to respond to the on-going crisis, above 
and beyond what was already in place before the announcement? Was the International 
Community so slow to deploy and respond to the Lebanon Crisis or the Tsunami?  
Is there any more means provided for aid workers on the ground? Is there more support 
for suffering Iraqis? With a few notable exceptions, nothing has changed since the 
announcement. 
How, under these conditions, can we avoid thinking about the story of the man who while 
falling down from a tall building was quoted at every floor he passed down as saying : 
“still not dead yet”? 
 
There have been a few flickers of movement and steps forward as evident in the 
emergency appeals from UNICEF and IOM, new staff dedicated to emergency response 
being recruited by agencies, the arrival of OCHA etc… But what is the impact for NGOs, 
which are amongst the only ones that deliver on the field? To date, there is only one 
concrete impact for most of NGOs: the number of meetings in Amman has drastically 
increased. So the latest dilemma for already-overwhelmed NGOs staff in Amman is how 
to be present at every meeting which concerns their work? How to reconcile these 
meetings, with the pressures of full-time reporting and monitoring that are needed on the 
basis of remote programming requests?  
 

                                                 
1 http://nationalpriorities.org/index.php?option=com_wrapper&Itemid=182  

http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1811
http://nationalpriorities.org/index.php?option=com_wrapper&Itemid=182
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More importantly: what about NGOs that are in Iraq? What about those who are taking the 
risk and delivering but are not, and cannot, be present in these strategy discussions? Of course 
field reality must be elevated to a primary consideration in order to respect the incredible 
risks taken by our colleagues in Iraq to deliver, and above all to respect humanitarian 
principles and the needs of affected populations. What is planned to take their feed back on 
the needs, their opinion, and the field-reality in consideration? 
 
And most importantly: How long do vulnerable Iraqis have to remain patient? How long do 
they have to wait before the can expect some concrete support that will make good on 
promises?  
 
What has changed in Iraq?  
Some awful figures have been given above. Globally speaking, nothing has changed unless of 
course you count that the situation is worsening on a daily basis.  
The humanitarian situation gets worse every hour.  
Risks for accessing hot areas increase.  
Brain-drain is expanding.  
The psychological pressures are incommensurable. A recent survey has shown that 60% of US 
troops coming back from Iraq suffer from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). What are 
percentages amongst Iraqis? What are percentages amongst children? 
 
Iraqis are suffering. Some readers might think that we are exaggerating and they may be fed-
up with this recurring theme every week. In that case just try for 5 minutes to live like Iraqis 
do. Cut the electricity. Cut the water. Cut the gas. Wonder if your be-loved will come back 
from the location where they are at. Put the heater at the maximum to reach the current 
temperature in central and south Iraq of +50oC. Don’t go out. Add fighting sounds, bombings, 
a fear of being attacked at any moment and distrust of everybody, etc. Then start to wonder 
why so few new actions are developed to help you. And start to despair. And remember that, 
for you, it was only five minutes out of your reality. 
 
There are still few windows of opportunity. There are still some foolhardy Iraqis that are 
trying to support their compatriots. Don’t abandon them. They need our concrete support. 
 
Concrete support doesn’t mean taking 5 months to develop strategies. Concrete support 
means floos. Concrete support means actions on the field.  
 
Let’s dream. Let’s dream that the International Community would centre their interventions 
and deliberations based on the needs of Iraqi's and in response to their acute suffering. Let's 
dream that they put their internal agendas, their defensive agendas, their international and 
domestic disputes and contradictions aside and focus on the needs of the Iraqi people. Let’s 
dream that the next 153 days will show concrete results that respond to the humanitarian 
crisis. 
 
Why should it remain a dream?  
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
            SSaallaaaamm,,  
  NNCCCCII  TTeeaamm
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____________________________________ 
Humanitarian Updates 
From NCCI, NGOs’ reports from the field and UN agencies 
 
 

Advocacy 
 
- Report Calls on U.N. to End "Complicity of Silence" 
 Source: IPS

 Document: Article  
 Date: June 15, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The U.S. Coalition is the principal cause of Iraq's current woes, charges a report released Wednesday by the 
Global Policy Forum (GPF), a New York-based watchdog group. 
 
- Iraqi Refugees: Our Problem or Sweden's? 
 Source: Washington Post

 Document: Opinion  
 Date: June 18, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The near-blind eye the United States has turned to the humanitarian crisis now unfolding from the Iraq war 
threatens to undermine any hope for real peace and security in that region for years and perhaps decades to 
come. The displacement of 4 million Iraqis to date -- one in seven of the country's citizens -- is the largest the 
Middle East has known since 1948. Just as the displacement of the Palestinians has influenced the politics and 
security of the region, and indeed of the world, for almost 60 years, the impact of the Iraqi refugee population will 
be felt by the international community for a long, long time. We know that Saddam Hussein was the cause of 
massive human rights violations and the uprooting of thousands of people. But the U.S. military invasion and its 
aftermath have created conditions for a humanitarian nightmare on a monumental scale.  The United States has 
a particular responsibility to the victims of this civil war and could take a lesson from Syria in meeting this 
humanitarian obligation.  
 
- Special Rapporteur On Independence Of Judges And Lawyers Calls For 

Halt In Application Of Death Penalty In Iraq 
 Source: UNOG

 Document: Opinion  
 Date: June 19, 2007 
 Access: Open 
In this context, the Special Rapporteur urges the Iraqi Government to stop carrying out death sentences 
imposed following trials conducted in violation of international human rights standards and principles, including 
the death sentence against Mahmoud Sa’eed who has confessed in having participated to the deadly attack 
against the headquarters of the United Nations in Baghdad in August 2003, where Sergio Vieira de Mello, 
Special Representative of the Secretary-General in Iraq, and a number of other UN staff members were killed. 

 
 

Operational and Neutral Space 
 
- Iraq’s displacement crisis: the search for solutions – In English and in 

Arabic 
 Source: Forced Migration Review

 Document: Review – Special issue  
 Date: June 19, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The UN High Commissioner for Refugees, António Guterres, has noted that Iraq is the world’s best-known 
conflict but the least well-known humanitarian crisis. The humanitarian community has only belatedly begun to 
acknowledge the extent of the greatest conflict-induced displacement in the history of the Middle East. 
According to latest UNHCR figures, there are now two million internally displaced Iraqis and 2.2 million refugees, 
mostly in neighbouring states. One in six Iraqis is displaced. Over eight million Iraqis are in need of humanitarian 
assistance. Amidst the constant stream of bad news from Iraq, and reminders of the depths of inhumanity 
reached by protagonists, we particularly draw attention to the article on pages 31-34 which reminds us that 
humanitarianism – often derived from deeply-held Islamic convictions – is alive and well in Iraq. 

 Want to receive hard-copies? 

http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=38164
http://www.ipsnews.net/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/06/17/AR2007061701030.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.unog.ch/unog/website/news_media.nsf/(httpNewsByYear_en)/B27B39F8BEDD3115C12572FF00397A69?OpenDocument
http://www.unog.ch/unog/website/news_media.nsf/(httpNewsByYear_en)/B27B39F8BEDD3115C12572FF00397A69?OpenDocument
http://www.unog.ch/
http://www.fmreview.org/iraq.htm
http://www.hijra.org.uk/iraq.htm
http://www.hijra.org.uk/iraq.htm
http://www.fmreview.org/
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- Misery in the desert for Iraq's dispossessed 
 Source: Alertnet
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 19, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Jointly, this tide has created the largest exodus in the region since the Palestinians were uprooted when Israel 
was founded in 1948. However, the Iraqis who remain inside the country may be the most vulnerable. UNHCR's 
Iraq Support Unit coordinator Andrew Harper said that the security risks of operating in Iraq complicated getting 
aid to these people and has masked the scale of their hardship.  "We don't know the real extent of the 
humanitarian crisis in Iraq because people or humanitarian aid workers just can't get out to Diyala or other 
provinces where security is so poor," said Harper, speaking from Geneva.  More than 1,000 Iraqis outside the 
southern city of Najaf are enduring their country's searing summer in a tented camp with no electricity or running 
water, where midday temperatures can easily reach 50 degrees Celsius (122 degrees Fahrenheit).  
 
 

Humanitarian Needs and Assistance 
 
- Operation Update: Response to Humanitarian Crisis 
 Source: IFRC

 Document: Report  
 Date: June 18, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Based on the cooperation & project agreements formalized with the Iraqi Red Crescent Society (IRCS), the 
International Federation is focusing on the core areas and made progress in programme implementation during 
the reporting period. The first phase of the school first aid programme has been completed with satisfactory 
results. The continuation of the programme is secured from the funding point of view. Preparation for 
procurement of 13,000 family kits and 8,500 first aid kits are in progress. Tender for Baghdad regional 
warehouse has been announced, company bids received and the committee on tender has met in Baghdad. 
Planning and preparatory arrangements for the information and branch development seminar/workshop, and 
volunteer induction training of trainers have been taking place. 
 
 
- Massive Injection of Funds Needed to Help Internally Displaced Iraqis 
 Source: IOM

 Document: Press Release  
 Date: June 15, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Without a massive injection of funds to provide critical humanitarian assistance to millions of internally displaced 
Iraqis, there will be no let up on the large numbers of people forced to flee Iraq's borders, a situation already 
placing a great strain on the resources of neighbouring countries, the International Organization of Migration 
warned today. Launching an appeal for USD 85 million, the Organization said the human suffering of more than 
two million internally displaced people (IDPs) and four million Iraqis in desperate shortage of food was 
increasing on a day by day basis and needed urgent alleviation. 
 
 
- Fallujah security crackdown preventing access for aid workers 
 Source: IRIN
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 19, 2007 
 Access: Open 
A month-long security crackdown is preventing aid workers from getting to displaced families in the central Iraqi 
city of Fallujah and its outskirts, while a curfew imposed by US forces is restricting residents' ability to go out and 
buy much-needed supplies. 
 
 

NGOs, International Organisations and UN Agencies’ communication 
 

- Monthly report – April 2007 
 Source: UNAMI
 Document: Report 
 Date: June 18, 2007 
 Access: Open 
UNAMI and UNCT monthly report regarding their programs in the Kurdish region for April 2007 

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/BUL747143.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/
http://www.ifrc.org/docs/appeals/07/MDRIQ00202.pdf
http://www.ifrc.org/
http://www.iom.int/jahia/Jahia/newsArticleAF/cache/offonce?entryId=14383&titleHolder=Massive%20Injection%20of%20Funds%20Needed%20to%20Help%20Internally%20Displaced%20Iraqis
http://www.iom.int/
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=72810
http://www.irinnews.org/ME-Country.aspx?Country=IQ
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1814
http://www.uniraq.org/
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- NZ aid for Iraq 
 Source: Scoop
 Document: Press Release 
 Date: June 18, 2007 
 Access: Open 
New Zealand has pledged $1.4 million to assist people worst affected by ongoing conflict in Somalia and Iraq, 
Foreign Minister Winston Peters said today. Mr Peters said the government, through its aid agency NZAID, 
would provide a further $1 million to a recently established United Nations fund that supports immediate 
responses to reduce the impact of conflict and disaster. ‘‘The situation in Iraq is fast becoming one of the most 
serious humanitarian crises of our time. Relentless violence has left large numbers of people displaced and 
dependent on external aid for survival," Mr Peters said.  "The government will contribute $700,000 to the 
International Committee of the Red Cross for the distribution of relief supplies and to assist with the protection of 
those displaced by the conflict.  

 
Health & Mental Health  

 
- Health and Nutrition Sector Working Group 
 Source: WHO
 Document: Summary 
 Date: June 18, 2007 
 Access: Members 
Minutes of the last Health and Nutrition Working Group held in Amman on the 18th of June. 
 
- War, red tape haunt civilian workers 
 Source: Los Angeles Times

 Document: Article  
 Date: June 16, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Two doctors diagnosed Walker with post-traumatic stress disorder, or PTSD, directly related to his close 
encounters with violence in Iraq. But Walker was not a combat soldier. He was a civilian recreation supervisor 
for KBR, the largest contractor in Iraq. And instead of getting the medical and counseling help he sought, 
Walker, a U.S. Army veteran, found himself caught in a morass of red tape and rejected insurance claims. A 
Times investigation of a taxpayer-financed insurance system, based on reviews of scores of cases, has found a 
pattern of repeatedly blocked claims for treatment of psychological injuries sustained by civilian workers in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 

 
IDPs  

 
 
- Water/Sanitation Needs of IDPs in Iraq - Draft 
 Source: UNHCR
 Document: Fact Sheet 
 Date: June 16, 2007 
 Access: Members 
Draft of a Fact Sheet of water-sanitation needs of IDPs per governorate. 
 
- Health Needs of IDPs in Iraq - Draft 
 Source: UNHCR
 Document: Fact Sheet 
 Date: June 16, 2007 
 Access: Members 
Draft of a Fact Sheet of Health needs of IDPs per governorate. 
 
- IDPs Camps Assessment Matrix - Draft 
 Source: UNHCR
 Document: Matrix 
 Date: June 16, 2007 
 Access: Members 
Draft of a matrix to assess the situation in IDP camps 
 

http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/PA0706/S00343.htm
http://www.scoop.co.nz/
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1823
http://www.emro.who.int/iraq/
http://www.latimes.com/news/la-na-trauma17jun17,0,1002624,full.story?coll=la-tot-topstories
http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1817
http://www.unhcr.org/
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1816
http://www.unhcr.org/
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1815
http://www.unhcr.org/
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- Post-February 2006 IDPs Needs Assessment – Kerbala Governorate 
 Source: IOM
 Document: Report 
 Date: June 19, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Since the collapse of the former regime, Kerbala has been the focus of substantial numbers of religious pilgrims 
who travel to Shia shrines. Many IDPs fled to Kerbala before 2003, and the numbers have increased 
dramatically since 22 February 2006. The Ministry of Displacement and Migration (MoDM) estimates that 8,452 
families, or an estimated 50,712 individuals, have been displaced in Kerbala since February 2006. IOM’s 
assessments cover 3,297 families of the total displaced6. Average family size is six persons, yielding an 
estimated total of 17,782 individuals assessed. 
 
- Post-February 2006 IDPs Needs Assessment – Ninewa Governorate 
 Source: IOM
 Document: Report 
 Date: June 19, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Ninewa Governorate remains the centre of some of Iraq's most important oilfields. Mosul, the capital of the 
governorate, is Iraq’s third largest city after Baghdad and Basrah. The city hosts a diverse mix of ethnicities and 
religions, including Arabs, Kurds, Shabaks, Assyrians, Turkmen and Armenians. It is also currently one of the 
most unstable areas in Ninewa, along with Telafar. The Ministry of Displacement and Migration (MoDM) 
estimates that almost 6,105 families, or an estimated 36,630 individuals, have been displaced to or within 
Ninewa since February 2006. IOM’s assessments cover 5,543 families of the total displaced. Average family 
size is six persons, yielding an estimated total of 33,258 individuals assessed. 
 
- Post-February 2006 IDPs Needs Assessment – Najaf Governorate 
 Source: IOM
 Document: Report 
 Date: June 19, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Najaf is situated in southern Iraq and hosts one of the two holiest Shia cities in Iraq. Najaf city is a destination for 
Shia pilgrims, with Mecca and Medina being the only other locations that receive more Muslim pilgrims. The city 
is also the centre of Shia political power in Iraq. The Ministry of Displacement and Migration (MoDM) estimates 
that 7,151 families, or an estimated 42,906 individuals, have been displaced in Najaf since February 2006. 
IOM’s assessments cover 4,768 families6 of these IDP families. Average family size is six persons, yielding an 
estimated total of 28,608 individuals assessed. 
 
- Post-February 2006 IDPs Needs Assessment – Salah-Al-Din 

Governorate 
 Source: IOM
 Document: Report 
 Date: June 19, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The capital of Salah al-Din is Tikrit, located 140 kilometers northwest of Baghdad on the Tigris River. This is 
Saddam Hussein’s birthplace and the former regime’s base of tribal power. Salah al-Din has seen major fighting 
between Multi-National Forces in Iraq/Iraqi Forces (MNF-I/IF) and the Iraqi insurgency, and the governorate 
forms the northern angle of the “Sunni Triangle.” The majority of Salah al-Din’s population is Arab, while 
Turkmen and Kurd populations are the two minorities. The Ministry of Displacement and Migration (MoDM) 
estimates that 7,500 families, or an estimated 45,000 individuals, have been displaced in Salah al-Din since 
February 2006. IOM’s assessments cover 5,805 families of the total displaced. Average family size is six 
persons, yielding an estimated total of 34,830 individuals assessed. 
 
- Uprooted Iraqis move into "atrocious" camps - UN 
 Source: Alertnet
 Document: Press Release 
 Date: June 14, 2007 
 Access: Open 
People fleeing violence in Iraq have begun to move into atrocious makeshift camps on the fringes of cities such 
as Najaf, the United Nations refugee agency said on Friday.  Andrew Harper, coordinator of the UNHCR's Iraq 
Support Unit, said the sites were a result of certain governorates sealing off their regions to newcomers.  
"Camps are one of the worst things you can have, because you are not going to have proper provision of water 
... of sewage, of shelter, of security," he said. "They are atrocious." 
 
 

http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1818
http://www.iom-iraq.net/idp.html
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1820
http://www.iom-iraq.net/idp.html
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1819
http://www.iom-iraq.net/idp.html
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1821
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1821
http://www.iom-iraq.net/idp.html
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L15808385.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/
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- Threats, violence in Baghdad threaten new wave of displaced 
 Source: IRIN
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 18, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Sunni families remaining in Shia neighbourhoods of Baghdad are being forced to flee their homes: A 72-hour 
deadline announced by militants for them to leave these areas or face death expires on 18 June. The ultimatum 
has put many Iraqi families in a desperate situation and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) are worried as 
displacement camps could not cope with all the internally displaced people (IDPs) that this ultimatum might 
trigger. 
 
 

Refugees  
 
 
- Dark Underside of Iraqi Refugee Crisis 
 Source: World Vision
 Document: Press Release 
 Date: June 14, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The dark underside of the world's fastest growing refugee crisis is the indelible scarring of millions of Iraqi 
children, alarming numbers of whom have witnessed gruesome violence and have had close family members 
murdered, a new report from World Vision finds. The report, Trapped! The Disappearing Hopes of Iraqi Refugee 
Children, found 43 per cent of children surveyed in Amman, Jordan witnessed violence in Iraq, and 39 per cent 
said they lost someone close through violence. Tragically, both children in Iraq and refugee children in 
neighbouring countries do not receive basic medical care, not to mention specialized support to deal with 
trauma. 

 The Full Report 
 
 
 
- UNHCR report says refugee population rises to almost 10 million 
 Source: UNHCR
 Document: Report 
 Date: June 19, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The UN refugee agency announced on Tuesday that the number of refugees in the world has increased for the 
first time since 2002, largely as a result of the crisis in Iraq. 

 The Full Report 
 
 
 
- The Hellish World of Iraqi Refugees 
 Source: Alternet
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 16, 2007 
 Access: Open 
I wanted to scream out loud when John Bolton said that the United States had no responsibility for the more 
than two million Iraqi refugees who have fled the incredible violence in their country. This is, quite simply, 
outrageous. The hellish situation refugees from Iraq find themselves in is unquestionably our responsibility and it 
is well beyond time we start doing something to help them. 
 
 
- Iraqi refugees in Syria face poverty trap 
 Source: Alertnet
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 19, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Among the impoverished Iraqi refugees queuing for food aid at a Catholic charity in Damascus stands 65-year-
old Hirmiz Hanna, puzzled and upset at his fate. "I've come here to get some assistance, some food. Anything 
will do, it will help," Hanna said in fluent English. The centre run by the Caritas relief agency had offered him 
food vouchers worth 1,500 Syrian pounds ($30) a month for six months.  
 

http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=72793
http://www.irinnews.org/ME-Country.aspx?Country=IQ
http://meero.worldvision.org/news_article.php?newsID=1252&countryID=0
http://meero.worldvision.org/
http://www.iraqichildrentrapped.org/
http://www.unhcr.org/news/NEWS/467785bb4.html
http://www.unhcr.org/
http://www.unhcr.org/statistics/STATISTICS/4676a71d4.pdf
http://www.alternet.org/blogs/peek/54229/
http://www.alternet.org/
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L12735263.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/
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- Plight of refugees worsens as Syria, Jordan impose restrictions 
 Source: IRIN
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 17, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Scores of Iraqi men, women and children gathered on the pavement of Baghdad's central Salihiyah area waiting 
for the big grey bus to take them to neighbouring Syria and help them flee their country's violence. "Staying in 
Iraq is like committing suicide," said Hala Numan Jabre, a 41-year-old mother of three girls as she threw her six 
coloured bags onto the bus. 
 
- Help for Iraqi refugees in Syria 
 Source: Malteser International
 Document: Press Release 
 Date: June 19, 2007 
 Access: Open 
In the Syrian cities of Damascus and Aleppo, Malteser International supports the most vulnerable Iraqi families. 
On the basis of a cooperation agreement between Malteser International and the Turkish partner organisation 
IBC (International Blue Crescent Humanitarian Relief and Development Foundation), 100 refugee families are 
supplied with so called 'start-up kits': a basic kit with soap, further hygiene items and cookware. 
 
- WFP delivers Saudi dates to WFP beneficiaries in Syria 
 Source: WFP
 Document: Press Release 
 Date: June 18, 2007 
 Access: Open 
WFP today thanked the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for 720 metric tons of dates donated to support WFP’s 
beneficiaries in Syria. Including associated costs, the total value of the donation is over US$589,000. The dates 
will be distributed among the 12,000 small farmers and rural women living on degraded and marginalised lands 
in ten provinces as well as up to 30,000 impoverished Iraqi refugees currently living in Syria.  
 
 

Education – Child Protection  
 
 
- Iraq's Hidden Shame 
 Source: CBS
 Document: Video 
 Date: June 19, 2007 
 Access: Open 
U.S. troops were shocked to discover more than 20 starving children at a government-run orphanage in 
Baghdad. 
 
- Starving Iraqi orphans discovered tied to cribs 
 Source: Telegraph
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 20, 2007 
 Access: Open 
American troops have found more than 20 emaciated boys close to death in squalor at a Baghdad orphanage. 
Staff at the government-run special needs home were discovered to be starving the children, some of whom had 
been tethered to cribs. 
 
- Iraq conflict 'will create a violent generation' 
 Source: The Independent
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 15, 2007 
 Access: Open 
An Iraqi doctor has addressed a direct appeal to the UN secretary general over the plight of children in his home 
country, warning that the violence there was causing widespread emotional and behavioural damage - and 
could lead to spiralling violence in the future. Dr Abdul Kareem Al Obaidi, chair of the Iraqi Association for Child 
Mental Health, said that the situation was "desperate", with children suffering "unbearable traumas and heart-
wrenching experiences". 

 

http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=72768
http://www.irinnews.org/ME-Country.aspx?Country=IQ
http://www.malteser.de/61.Malteser_International/en/61.02.News_Press/61.02.01.Press_Releases/presse2000.asp?Anzeige=Yes&Index1=838
http://www.malteser.de/
http://www.wfp.org/english/?ModuleID=137&Key=2534
http://www.wfp.org/
http://www.cbsnews.com/sections/i_video/main500251.shtml?id=2947253n
http://www.cbsnews.com/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml;jsessionid=PP5ZRLAFNE2TZQFIQMGSFFOAVCBQWIV0?xml=/news/2007/06/20/wirq420.xml
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.independent.co.uk/eceRedirect?articleId=2659704&pubId=55
http://news.independent.co.uk/
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Water And Sanitation  
 

- WES Sector meeting 
 Source: OCHA
 Document: Summary 
 Date: June 19, 2007 
 Access: Members 
Minutes of the last WES Sector Coordination Meeting held in Amman on the 19th of June. 

 

- Joint NGOs Meeting 
 Source: UNICEF
 Document: Minutes of Meeting 
 Date: May 31, 2007 
 Access: Members 
Minutes of the last Watsan Coordination Meeting held in Amman on the 31st of May. 

 
_______________________________-----__ 
Iraq Context 

 

General Overview 
 

- Iraq Crisis Report (IraqHAR) 
 Source: Centre of Excellence on Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
 Document: Weekly report 
 Date: June 20, 2007 
 Access: Open 
A weekly Iraq humanitarian assistance report Compiled by Pacific Disaster Management Information Network 
 

- Juan Cole’s informed comment’s excerpts 
 Source: Informed Comment – Juan Cole’s Web Blog.
 Document: Selection of daily comments 
 Date: June 15-20, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Juan Cole is a Professor of Modern Middle East and South Asian History at the University of Michigan. As such 
he brings daily much needed expertise and historical perspective to issues surrounding Iraq, Afghanistan and 
the Middle East. Good reading to have a weekly review of the Iraq daily situation. 
 

Non-Violence and Reconciliation 
 
- Peace Dialogue Series – In Arabic 
 Source: Iraqi NGO 
 Document: Report 
 Date: June 18, 2007 
 Access: Members 
Series of dialogues on peace living and building civic peace organised from 1-30 June in Ninewa. The goal of 
this series of dialogues is to spread the reconciliation spirit amongst educated people in the society, whose 
would spread the spirit amongst the whole society, which yield the peace, and forgiveness, acceptance of other 
opinion. 
 
- Iraq on verge of genocidal war, warns ex-US official 
 Source: The Guardian
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 18, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The man who led the initial American effort to reconstruct Iraq after the war believes the country is on the brink 
of a genocidal civil war and its government will fall apart unless the US changes course and allows a three-way 
federal structure. He has also urged talks with Iran and other regional players. Jay Garner, the former US 
general appointed two months before the invasion to head reconstruction in Iraq, admitted that before the 2003 
war coordination between the various US departments and military had been disjointed. 
 

http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1822
http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1812
http://www.unicef.org/
http://coe-dmha.org/HARIraq.cfm
http://coe-dmha.org/index.htm
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1824
http://www.juancole.com/
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article1813
http://www.guardian.co.uk/international/story/0,,2105307,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/
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- Working for Peace: An Anglican Priest in Baghdad 
 Source: Newsweek
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 18, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The legion of foreigners here includes soldiers, diplomats and contractors, but considering the religious 
overtones to so much of Iraq's strife, there are few outsiders toiling in the realm of faith itself. That's where 
British Anglican priest Andrew White comes in, with his soaring voice, blunt opinions and belief that a man of 
God can open doors closed to others in war. 
 
 

Iraqis Living Conditions 
 
 
- A dream called electricity 
 Source: IPS

 Document: Article  
 Date: June 18, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Simmering in the summer heat, Iraqis now have a dream called electricity. It is a part of the bigger dream of 
reconstruction that collapsed. On all measurable levels, the infrastructure is worse than under the former regime 
of Saddam Hussein, even when it was crippled by the harshest economic sanctions in modern history. Iraqis 
lack security, jobs, potable water, and these days when it really pinches, electricity. 
 
 
- In Iraq, the surge of optimism recedes 
 Source: Los Angeles Times

 Document: Article  
 Date: June 16, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Hassan Shimari rarely goes out without his 4-year-old son, not out of fatherly devotion but because he knows 
there is less chance of being abducted and killed by militiamen if he has the little boy in tow. Two months ago, 
even as a Sunni man living in a mainly Shiite district of Baghdad, Shimari had no such fears. Shimari's change 
of heart, based on the reappearance of roaming Shiite militiamen and corpses on the streets of his Shaab 
district, is a small but noteworthy sign of the security plan's failure. "You never know when they are going to take 
someone and put them in the trunk of the car," Shimari said of the militias. "The killings, it seems, have 
returned." 
 
 
- “Working to Stop the War and to End the Occupation” 
 Source: Current Concerns

 Document: Interview  
 Date: June 19, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Well as you may have heard from the news, it is very complicated, it is very difficult, life. Sometimes I say there 
is really no life in Iraq. If we take one family as example, when they wake up in the morning they can not find 
electricity in their home, there is no fuel gas to make food, to make their breakfast. The kids have to go to 
school. Her or his mother has to accompany them and to watch them all the time. So, every day, the member of 
the family when they left their house, they say good bye to each other as if it was for the last time. 
 
 
- "I was cooking for him but he was already dead” 
 Source: IRIN
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 18, 2007 
 Access: Open 
"I was cooking for him but he was already dead. When my son screamed my name, crying, I ran to the living 
room and saw his father lying on the ground with bullets in his body on an Iraqi TV channel. The presenter was 
saying that he was one of the victims of an exchange of fire between insurgents and Iraqi soldiers in Alawi 
District. 
 
 

http://checkpointbaghdad.talk.newsweek.com/default.asp?item=620111
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3032542/site/newsweek/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/13482540/site/newsweek/
http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=38211
http://www.ipsnews.net/
http://www.latimes.com/news/la-fg-surge17jun17,0,5920079,full.story?coll=la-tot-topstories
http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.currentconcerns.ch/index.php?id=353
http://www.currentconcerns.ch/
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=72781
http://www.irinnews.org/ME-Country.aspx?Country=IQ
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Violence 
 
 
- Iraq Contractors Face Growing Parallel War 
 Source: Washington Post
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 16, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Private security companies, funded by billions of dollars in U.S. military and State Department contracts, are 
fighting insurgents on a widening scale in Iraq, enduring daily attacks, returning fire and taking hundreds of 
casualties that have been underreported and sometimes concealed, according to U.S. and Iraqi officials and 
company representatives. While the military has built up troops in an ongoing campaign to secure Baghdad, the 
security companies, out of public view, have been engaged in a parallel surge, boosting manpower, adding 
expensive armor and stepping up evasive action as attacks increase, the officials and company representatives 
said. One in seven supply convoys protected by private forces has come under attack this year, according to 
previously unreleased statistics; one security company reported nearly 300 "hostile actions" in the first four 
months. 
 
 

- Sorting Fact from Violence in Iraq 
 Source: Council of Foreign Relations
 Document: Press Review 
 Date: June 15, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Yet the violence, sectarian or otherwise, has only worsened, particularly outside the capital, according to a new 
report by the Pentagon (WashPost). Insurgents recently blew up (ABC) the minarets on an important Shiite 
shrine in Samarra, the site of a February 2006 bombing that marked a major turning point in the war. Iraqi 
civilians are still dying at a rate of around one hundred per day. May was one of the war’s most deadly months 
for U.S. forces, and monthly attacks by insurgents are now well over four thousand. Meanwhile, the Iraqi 
government appears as divided as ever and looks likely not to meet many of the political “benchmarks” set by 
U.S. lawmakers (NYT).  
 
 
- Failure to halt Iraqi violence revealed by Pentagon report 
 Source: The Independent
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 15, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The final contingent of US troops in the "surge" against Iraq's resistance deploys today amid deepening gloom 
in Washington at the military's failure to reduce violence and defeat the insurgency. Over the past three months, 
US troops have been pouring into Baghdad and Anbar province, setting up fortified positions in the areas of 
fiercest resistance. The Pentagon's report to Congress reveals that the arrival of fresh combat troops has merely 
shifted the violence away to other parts of the country. 
 
 

Reconstruction is not going so well…for Iraqis 
 
 
- A cry for justice from a good man who expected us to protect his son 
 Source: The Independent
 Document: Opinion – Robert Fisk 
 Date: June 15, 2007 
 Access: Open 
It's all up now, of course. Iraq is a hell-disaster and the old clichés about "hearts and minds" are as dry as the 
sand on the desert floor. Maybe there are hearts and minds to be maintained inside the Green Zone in Baghdad 
or any of the other "green zones" around the Middle East where our Western forces shelter from their enemies 
in their modern versions of the Crusader castles that once littered the Holy Land. But the moral high ground - if 
ever it could have existed after Tony Blair and George Bush's illegal invasion - has long ago been abandoned. 
We will leave Iraq with all our dreams in pieces, and it will be left to Iraqis themselves - men like Daoud Mousa, 
carrying the grief of his son's death with him for ever - to create a new country out of the pain and sorrow we 
leave behind for them. 
 
 
 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/06/15/AR2007061502602_pf.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.cfr.org/publication/13588/sorting_fact_from_violence_in_iraq.html?breadcrumb=%2F
http://www.cfr.org/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/06/13/AR2007061302357.html?hpid=topnews
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/06/13/AR2007061302357.html?hpid=topnews
http://www.abcnews.go.com/International/story?id=3273640
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/06/13/world/middleeast/13benchmarks-iht.html?_r=1&hp&oref=slogin
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/06/13/world/middleeast/13benchmarks-iht.html?_r=1&hp&oref=slogin
http://news.independent.co.uk/world/americas/article2659718.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/
http://news.independent.co.uk/fisk/article2666406.ece
http://news.independent.co.uk/
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- The Measure of a Life, in Dollars and Cents 
 Source: Washington Post
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 18, 2007 
 Access: Open 
What's an Iraqi life worth? How about an Iraqi car? For the U.S. military in Iraq, it may be roughly the same. A 
former Army judge advocate who served in Iraq from May 2003 to July 2004 has written that every Iraqi he 
spoke with on the issue expressed shock about this situation. Under the Foreign Claims Act, he wrote, "the full 
market value may be paid for a Toyota run over by a tank in the course of a non-combat related accident, but 
only $2,500 may be paid for the death of a child shot in the crossfire." 
 
- Who Killed the Americans in Karbala? 
 Source: Time
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 14, 2007 
 Access: Open 
January's attack on U.S. forces at the Iraqi government complex in Karbala has become a kind of epic unsolved 
mystery among troops at Forward Operating Base Iskan, where soldiers from the unit involved are based. But 
the final report of the official military investigation into the incident says there is some evidence to suggest that 
Iraqi Police who'd been working with U.S. forces in Karbala for over a year helped orchestrate the attack. 
 
- Audit concerns over Iraq oil sales 
 Source: Reuters
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 15, 2007 
 Access: Open 
An audit of Iraq's oil revenues has found that a system to track extraction, production and sale of the oil lacks 
proper controls that has led to the mismanagement of funds, according to a United Nations watchdog agency. A 
draft audit report prepared by Ernst & Young for the International Advisory and Monitoring Board, or IAMB, 
covering oil exports sales and revenues for 2006, says previously expressed concerns over the lack of 
monitoring and financial management of Iraqi oil have not been addressed. 
 
- Iraq's cultural heritage in ruins 
 Source: Reuters
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 15, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Iraq's archaeological and artistic culture is in danger of being wiped out due to a lack of protection and targeted 
assassinations, a group of archaeologists and artists have told Al Jazeera. 
 
- End Looms for Iraq Arms Inspection Unit 
 Source: New York Times
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 18, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The search for Saddam Hussein’s weapons of mass destruction appears close to an official conclusion, several 
years after their absence became a foregone one. The United States and Britain have circulated a new proposal 
to the members of the United Nations Security Council to “terminate immediately the mandates” of the weapons 
inspectors. Staff meetings on the latest proposal have already taken place, and officials say that the permanent 
Council members, each of whom has veto power, seem ready to let the inspection group meet its end. 
 

Iraqi Political process 
 
- Iraq's unbreakable deadlock 
 Source: The Guardian
 Document: Opinion 
 Date: June 18, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Radical Shia cleric Moqtada al-Sadr instructed his followers in the Iraqi parliament to boycott the chamber. This 
is bad news for the Bush administration: it is keen to see the Iraqi legislature pass expeditiously crucial laws on 
oil, constitutional changes, and liberalising the de-Baathification policy. Even at the best of times parliamentary 
leaders have to struggle to ensure a quorum. With 30 Sadrist MPs abstaining in a house of 275, the chances of 
a quorate chamber is much reduced. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/06/17/AR2007061700970_pf.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1633265,00.html
http://www.time.com/
http://tvnz.co.nz/view/page/411366/1183726
http://www.alertnet.org/
http://english.aljazeera.net/NR/exeres/3A563BB6-10F8-46DA-AE11-7EE46BA0F129.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/06/18/world/middleeast/18weapons.html?_r=1&oref=slogin
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://commentisfree.guardian.co.uk/dilip_hiro/2007/06/iraqs_unbreakable_deadlock.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/
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- Failed States 2007 
 Source: Foreign Policy
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 18, 2007 
 Access: Open 
To provide a clearer picture of the world’s weakest states, The Fund for Peace, an independent research 
organization, and FOREIGN POLICY present the third annual Failed States Index. Using 12 social, economic, 
political, and military indicators, we ranked 177 states in order of their vulnerability to violent internal conflict and 
societal deterioration. The index scores are based on data from more than 12,000 publicly available sources 
collected from May to December 2006. The 60 most vulnerable states are listed in the rankings, and full results 
are available at www.ForeignPolicy.com and www.fundforpeace.org.  

 Iraq second more instable country worldwide 
 
 

Policies and Strategies 
 

- The General’s Report 
 Source: The New Yorker – Seymour Hersh 
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 25, 2007 
 Access: Open 
How Antonio Taguba, who investigated the Abu Ghraib scandal, became one of its casualties. Taguba knew his 
report would make him unpopular: “If I lie, I lose. And, if I tell the truth, I lose.” Photograph by Mary Ellen Mark. 
On the afternoon of May 6, 2004, Army Major General Antonio M. Taguba was summoned to meet, for the first 
time, with Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld in his Pentagon conference room. Rumsfeld and his senior 
staff were to testify the next day, in televised hearings before the Senate and the House Armed Services 
Committees, about abuses at Abu Ghraib prison, in Iraq. The previous week, revelations about Abu Ghraib, 
including photographs showing prisoners stripped, abused, and sexually humiliated, had appeared on CBS and 
in The New Yorker. In response, Administration officials had insisted that only a few low-ranking soldiers were 
involved and that America did not torture prisoners. They emphasized that the Army itself had uncovered the 
scandal.  
 

- Zebari: Iraq's Neighbors "Have Not Been Helpful" 
 Source: Council of Foreign Relations
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 15, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Midway through the meeting, Zebari dropped a line that raised eyebrows in the audience, noting that Iraq and 
the United States were “thinking of long-term arrangements” and “security partnerships.” When pressed on the 
issue, Zebari replied Iraq is not opposed to the idea of a "status of forces agreement" -- a term which is used to 
describe the conditions governing American forces currently based in Europe and Asia. He refused to speculate 
whether—or for how long—a more permanent American military presence would remain in Iraq.  
 
- U.S. Losing Ground Through Tribal Allies 
 Source: IPS

 Document: Article  
 Date: June 15, 2007 
 Access: Open 
U.S. attempts to win over tribal collaborators in the al-Anbar province have won it more enemies instead. 
 
- U.S. Strategy on Sunnis Questioned 
 Source: Washington Post
 Document: Article 
 Date: June 18, 2007 
 Access: Open 
Shiite and Kurdish officials expressed deep reservations on Sunday about the new U.S. military strategy of 
partnering with Sunni Arab groups to help defeat the militant organization al-Qaeda in Iraq. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.foreignpolicy.com/story/cms.php?story_id=3865&page=0&fpsrc=ealert071505fbbcbcbc4673476
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/
http://www.fundforpeace.org/fsi
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/story/cms.php?story_id=3865&page=7
http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2007/06/25/070625fa_fact_hersh?printable=true
http://www.newyorker.com/
http://www.cfr.org/publication/13607/
http://www.cfr.org/
http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=38190
http://www.ipsnews.net/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/06/17/AR2007061700762.html?referrer=email
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
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____________________________________ 
Humanitarian world perspectives & Quality of Aid 
Through articles and Reports 
 

 
- Commission calls for a European consensus to boost impact of 

humanitarian aid 
 Source: European Commission
 Document: Press Release 
 Date: June 13, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The European Commission has adopted today a Communication paving the way for greater efficiency and 
coherence in delivering humanitarian aid. The Commission is calling for the European Union to work more 
closely together on a consensus that would boost its collective response to humanitarian crises. This includes 
advocating full respect for international humanitarian law, so that aid and aid workers can reach people in need. 
 
 
- UN Declares 2 October, Gandhi’s Birthday, as International Day of 

Non-Violence 
 Source: UN
 Document: Press Release 
 Date: June 13, 2007 
 Access: Open 
The United Nations General Assembly decided to observe the International Day of Non-Violence each year on 2 
October - the birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, who helped lead India to independence and inspired 
movements for civil rights and freedom across the world.  
 
- Identity and Victimhood: Questions for Conflict Management Practice 
 Source: Berghof Center
 Document: Briefing Paper 
 Date: June 19, 2007 
 Access: Open 
This paper asks how we can acknowledge and empower victims of ethnopolitical conflict without nurturing an 
identification with victimhood that could sabotage their own political agency; an important question for both 
conflict management practice and academic emancipatory discourses. Through a discussion of the merits and 
limitations of dialogue groups in Israel/Palestine, the author argues that effective and preventive conflict 
transformation practice needs to arrest the transition from cultural identity to politicized identity; acknowledge the 
historical and socio-political conditions of  every site of conflict; and develop both psychological and political 
approaches to help victims move beyond victimhood. Promising recent trends in the field are moving in this 
direction. 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/07/814&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/07/814&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2007/ga10601.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2007/ga10601.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/
http://www.berghof-center.org/uploads/download/boc28e.pdf
http://www.berghof-center.org/
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NCCI’s Contact List 

Weekly Schedule  
 
Next Health and Nutrition Working Group in Amman Sunday 24 at noon. 
We have added on our weekly schedule some events hold in Iraq or Jordan. that concern only 
specific invited people. They are highlighted as “restricted”. This is to give better information on 
what is going on to our members. We encourage you to check regularly our Weekly Schedule on our 
Website for updates. 
 

This Page is your page 
 

If you have an announcement (training, workshop, etc) regarding your organisation, if you are aware about meetings, events, humanitarian 
update, if you would like to make known some information, please send them to webmanager@ncciraq.org

Upcoming important dates 
 
20th June:  World Refugees Day 
 
25th June: Anniversary of Mo’ta Battle (Killing of Jaffar) 
 
26th June: International Day Against Torture 
 
28th June: Anniversary of Fatima’s death 

 
29th June: Renewing of Kabba by Abdallah bin Al-Zubayr 
 

Updates & Announcements  
 

A special issue of Forced Migration Review on Iraq's displacement crisis: the search for 
solutions

 
If you would like to receive a copy for your organisation or multiple copies for distribution to 
partners and policy- and decision-makers and/or can advise on getting copies distributed in Iraq 
and neighbouring states, please contact the Editors at fmr@qeh.ox.ac.uk  Please indicate your 
postal address, how many copies and which language issue you require (English and/or Arabic).  
skype: fmreview 
c/o Refugee Studies Centre, Dept of International Development, 3 Mansfield Road, Oxford OX1 
3TB, UK. 
 

-------------- 
Job Announcements on our website 

 
NCCI Vacancies  

 
 

http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article158
mailto:webmanager@ncciraq.org
mailto:fmr@qeh.ox.ac.uk
mailto:fmr@qeh.ox.ac.uk
mailto:fmr@qeh.ox.ac.uk
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article121
http://www.ncciraq.org/article.php3?id_article=507
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article120
http://www.ncciraq.org/spip.php?article120
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