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This report was written in cooperation with the cluster coordinators for the humanitarian operation 
in Somalia and provides a monthly update on ongoing activities and humanitarian response.  

 
HIGHLIGHTS  

 The NGOs CARE and IMC suspended all programming in South Central Somalia following a 
statement issued on 3 October by Al Shabaab calling for the agency to cease operations in areas 
under its control. The suspension of CARE activities has affected nearly 1 million Somalis in need 
of food aid.  

 The 2008 Consolidated Appeal Process (CAP) for Somalia was 70% funded as of mid-November 
2008.  The funding for the education cluster increased from 9% to 42%.  

 Two nutrition surveys were conducted in Somaliland in October. The results from the survey 
conducted in the coastal areas of Galbeed and Awdal regions, Somaliland, reported an alarming 
global acute malnutrition (GAM) rate of 20.7%, with a less alarming GAM rate of 9.9% reported in 
the Sool plateau of Sanaag region.  

 In October, more than 37,000 people were displaced from Mogadishu due to insecurity.  
 WFP and ICRC distributed a total of 33,000 mt food aid to more than 2 million beneficiaries.  
 WFP is now targeting over 700,000 food insecure urban residents with relief food distributions in 

response to high food prices in urban areas.  
 WFP has an overall shortfall of 14,734 mt of assorted food aid commodities for the next six 

months.  
 The Humanitarian Response Fund (HRF) disbursed a total of US$957,281 to two projects 

benefiting an estimated 100,000 people in the Afgooye corridor and Bay and Bakool regions. 
 

ACCESS & LOGISTICS  
Insecurity remains a big challenge. Following the bombing incidents in Hargeysa, Somaliland, and 
Bossaso, Puntland, WFP sub-office in Somaliland put all planned food dispatches on hold until the situation 
has been fully assessed and considered conducive for resumption of programme activities. Shortly before 
the incidents, the sub-office dispatched a total of 2,211 mt of food aid commodities for October distribution 
targeting about 146,000 people through all WFP programme activities in the region. 
 
Humanitarian partners are encouraged to share information on access and logistics issues. This will allow a 
more inclusive analysis of the overall situation and logistical needs on the ground and enable the cluster to 
develop a contingency plan.  
 
In October, extra storage facilities were set up in Bossaso (500 mt) and Bu'aale (100 mt), in additional to 
the existing facilities at K50 (16,000 mt) and Waajid (4,000 mt).  
 
The logistic cluster submitted four projects for the 2009 CAP: support to UNHAS operations, emergency 
rehabilitation of airstrips, rehabilitation of ports and roads, and rehabilitation of Bardere Bridge. 
 
In a bid to curb the piracy off the coast of Somalia, and to ease the flow of goods in the Indian Ocean, 
NATO has launched anti-piracy operations.  A fleet of ships and a helicopter, assembled at the request of 
UN Secretary-General will police the pirate-infested waters and ensure safe passage of vessels.  
 
The Dutch Navy is currently providing escort assistance to WFP; they took over from the Canadian Navy 
on 22 October. On 26 October, they escorted two vessels with 18,500 mt of food to Mogadishu from 
Mombasa. NATO has also deployed two warships (Greek and Italian) to assist with the escort of WFP 
shipments. 
 
Cluster Coordinator – Logistics:  
Francesco Nicolo Cornaro, WFP, FrancescoNicolo.cornaro@wfp.org 
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PROTECTION 

People were displaced in nearly all parts of Somalia during the month of October, including areas that have 
traditionally had relatively low levels of displacement, such as Gedo and Bakool. The most common reason 
for movement was insecurity or the threat of insecurity.  

Nearly 37,000 were displaced because of violence in Mogadishu. A majority of them fled during the first 
week of October, particularly around 5-8 October. This period of heavy displacement coincided with intense 
conflict between insurgent groups and the Transitional Federal Government (TFG) or AMISOM troops. 
Nearly half of the displaced went to other safer areas in Mogadishu, such as Dharkenley and Daynile while 
another 13, 000 went to Lower Shabelle, particularly Afgooye and Marka.  

Armed conflict, or the threat/fear of conflict, has displaced people from places other than Mogadishu.  
Continuing violence in Baidoa town and elsewhere in Bay region displaced 1,800 people. These people 
went to Dobley (towards Kenya), to Bakool, or to places as far away as Hargeysa in Somaliland.  An 
estimated 1,700 people originally from Southern Somalia fled Hargeysa fearing retaliation by the Somaliland 
authorities following suicide bomb attacks on 29 October.  

The conflict in Mandera areas of North Eastern Kenya caused a new wave of displacement and movement 
into Somalia. An estimated 13,500 Kenyan Somalis fled the conflict involving clan militias and the Kenyan 
army to areas in Somalia, mainly Ceel Waaq and Belet Xaawo in Gedo region. These same areas also 
received a significant amount of IDPs from Somalia throughout the month.  

Movements across international borders continued. Approximately 2,200 Somalis and 600 Ethiopians 
arrived on the Yemeni shore this month.  So far, an estimated 26,000 Somalis and 13,000 Ethiopians were 
reported to have arrived in Yemen from both Somalia and Djibouti. The death toll this month was very high.  
At least 93 of the migrants who departed from Somalia died before reaching Yemen. Another seven were 
forced to return to Somalia when the smugglers fled the Yemeni coast guard.  Their fate remains unknown.  
All of the incidents of murder, drowning, rapes, and beatings involved the larger, slower, and cheaper Volvo 
boats departing from Bossaso, Puntland.  The smaller, faster, more expensive boats delivered all their 
passengers without any incident.  

Some 8,000 Somalis were reported to have arrived at the Dadaab refugee camps in Kenya.  This is the 
largest number of new arrivals so far this year.  
 
Cluster Coordinator – Protection:  
Fatima Mohammed (Chair), UNHCR, mohammef@unhcr.org 
Reena Ghelani (Co-chair), UN-OCHA, ghelani@un.org 
 
FOOD AID  
In October, CARE suspended all programming in South Central Somalia following a statement issued on 3 
October by Al Shabaab calling for the agency to cease operations in areas under its control. The 
suspension of CARE activities has affected nearly 1 million Somalis in need of food aid.  
 
ICRC distributed two full emergency relief food rations to 326,250 beneficiaries in Galgaduud region South 
Mudug and some pockets in Puntland and Somaliland. Due to late delivery of cereal in Bossaso and 
Mogadishu, the general food distributions in these locations were delayed for about six weeks and will be 
finalized in November.  
 
WFP dispatched for distribution a total of 21,198 mt of food aid commodities out of the 36,563 mt planned 
through its various programmes to nearly 1.7 million beneficiaries out of the 2.4 million planned or 68% of 
the plan. Nearly 80% of the food distributed was through emergency relief food distribution to vulnerable 
residents and displaced populations in South Central Somalia. The rest were distributed through the 
selective feeding, wet feeding in Mogadishu, school feeding, food for assets and training programmes. 
Insecurity and shortage of non-cereal were reasons for not achieving the target for October.  
 
WFP is now targeting over 700,000 food insecure urban residents with relief food distributions in response 
to high food prices in urban areas.  
 
WFP began the expansion of targeted nutrition intervention to the IDP settlements targeting malnourished 
children under the age of five through supplementary feeding programme (SFP) and pregnant and lactating 
women. SFP centres are now being established in Garasbaley, Marerey and Dacaarta IDP settlements in 
Afgooye. Plans for scaling up the intervention to reach all the IDP settlement in Somalia are underway. 
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WFP introduced the use of plumpy’doz (a compound of vegetable fat, peanut past, sugar, skimmed milk 
power maltodextrine, and complex vitamins and minerals) as a strategy to accelerate the reduction of 
global acute malnutrition (GAM) among children in areas with high malnutrition rates. This intervention 
targets about 12,200 malnourished children under the age of five. A monthly family ration of 2.7kg is 
provided to each malnourished child. 
 
WFP has an overall shortfall of 14,734 mt of assorted food aid commodities for the next six months with 
shortage of Corn Soya Blend (CSB) imminent as of November in the north while pulses will be short from 
December.  
 
Cluster Coordinator – Food Aid 
Keith Ursel, WFP, keith.ursel@wfp.org & Justus Liku, (Co-chair), CARE, liku@ci.or.ke 
 
AGRICULTURE AND LIVELIHOODS  
The Deyr rains started on time in many parts of Somalia. The rains have benefited crop germination and 
replenished water sources. Heavy rains in the Ethiopian highlands also resulted in localized flooding in the 
lower reaches of the Juba and Shabelle rivers.  
 
The level of civil insecurity remains extremely high and continues to disrupt humanitarian, farming and 
trade activities as well as grazing patterns. Increased political tension in parts of Gedo region and the 
Lower Juba is likely to affect farming activities, trade and grazing patterns and has resulted in significant 
population movement across the border.  
 
Implementation of the US$2 million rapid response CERF project in Lower Shebelle is ongoing. The project 
targets 53,300 direct beneficiaries and 330,000 indirect beneficiaries.  Cash for work activities through this 
project was in its fourth week of implementation (as of end October). All the 17 NGOs working with FAO 
started implementing activities on 4 October. By 23 October, implementing partners through cash for work 
programmes completed the rehabilitation of 301 km irrigation canals out of the targeted 509 km, excavated 
52,225 m³ out of the targeted 77,493 m³ water catchments and rehabilitated 98km of the 133km targeted 
rural feeder roads. 
 
The cash for work interventions continue to inject cash in the communities thus increasing their purchasing 
power and protecting them from having to sell livelihoods assets in order to raise money to buy food and 
basic commodities.  Rehabilitation of irrigation canals will boost agricultural production during the current 
Deyr season and increased water catchments capacity will help conserve water for use during the coming 
Jilaal dry season.  
 
A priority advocacy issue for the cluster is to promote cash-based interventions, which would, through cash 
for work and cash transfers, inject cash into impoverished communities to increase their purchasing power 
and cushion them from the high cost of food and basic commodities.  
 
Cluster Coordinator – Agriculture & Livelihoods  
Dr. Andrew Harberd, FAO, Andrew.harberd@fao.org 
 
NUTRITION  
In October, FSAU conducted two representative nutrition surveys in Somaliland; one in the Golis/Guban 
livelihood which runs along the coastal areas in Galbeed and Awdal regions, and the other in the Sool 
plateau of Sanaag region. These surveys were an output from the Niphorn (Nutrition Information for the 
Horn of Africa) project funded by UNICEF, and under the technical leadership and coordination of FSAU. 
The project is promoting capacity building of the Somaliland Ministry of Health and Labour in nutrition 
surveillance.  
 
The result from the Golis/Guban livelihood zones assessment indicated a Very Critical situation, with a 
global acute malnutrition rate (GAM) of 20.7% and a severe malnutrition rate of 2.4%, with 1 (0.19%) 
oedema case observed.  This is a deterioration from the critical nutrition situation observed during the 2008 
Post-Gu assessment. The factors driving this alarming nutritional situation are linked to high rates of 
disease (37% of children reported to be ill), and other shocks including high food prices and the significant 
numbers of livestock deaths earlier this year.  
    
The Sool Plateau nutrition assessment conducted in October 2008 indicates an Alert nutrition situation, 
with GAM rate of 9.9% and severe malnutrition rate of 0.2%. No oedema cases were observed. This is an 
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improvement from the critical nutrition situation observed during the 2008 Post-Gu assessment. The 
improvements are most likely due to increased access to humanitarian assistance (including cash for work 
and water trucking) and increase availability of milk following the September-October rains and return of 
livestock from neighbouring Bari region.  
 
Detailed analysis of the two assessments will be shared in the November 2008 FSAU Nutrition Update. 
 
Three additional nutrition assessments were conducted in the Shabelle regions including the agro-pastoral, 
the riverine livelihood zones and in the IDP settlements in Afgooye and Marka. Results will be available in 
late November. In November, six additional surveys are planned; two in central region, three in Gedo 
region and one in the Bossaso IDP settlements.  
 
Humanitarian agencies continued to experience security challenges in most parts of South Central 
Somalia. The ongoing nutrition response operations were undertaken in a low profile manner. The 
emergency nutrition interventions continued in Gedo, Middle Juba and Hiraan regions while the IMC 
interventions in parts of Bakool and Bay Regions remained suspended. The recently initiated emergency 
nutrition programmes by Medair in partnership with SAACID in Cadale, Middle Shabelle, were running 
smoothly. Medair is planning a similar integrated nutrition response in Burco IDP settlements, Somaliland.  
 
Field level preparations to distribute Plumpy’doz started for Bossaso IDP settlements. However, the 
prevailing security threats in parts of Puntland may become a concern for implementation. So far, essential 
supplies have been delivered and training materials prepared. The Plumpy’doz will be distributed to every 
child aged between 6-36 months in Bossaso IDP settlements and the Shabelle regions.  
 
For the 2009 CAP, the cluster submitted a total of 16 projects through 144 agencies. The total value of the 
projects is US$ 66.7 million. The thematic areas underscored by the nutrition cluster include support to 
emergency nutrition interventions, advocacy for integrated response and capacity strengthening of the 
national NGOs and staffs.  
 
Cluster Coordinator – Nutrition:  
James King’ori, UNICEF, jkingori@unicef.org & Grainne Moloney, FSAU , grainne.moloney@fsau.or.ke 
 
HEALTH 
Vaccine Preventable Diseases (VPD) 
Between 27 September and 17 October, a total of 40 cases of measles have been reported throughout 
Somalia. 
 
Surveillance of AWD/Cholera 
The cholera outbreak in Marka of Lower Shebelle region is still ongoing. However, the trend showed a 
decrease in cases admitted to the Cholera Treatment Centre (CTC) in Marka hospital in October from an 
average of eight to four cases per day. This trend was mainly due to effective control measures. Since 
onset, 13 August 2008, until 31 October, a total of 532 patients, including eight related deaths, have been 
admitted to the CTC. 62% of the admitted cases were children under the age of 5 years. The Case Fatality 
Rate (CFR) of 1.5% indicates adequate case management and early referral to the CTC. 
 
Between 6 September and 31 October 2008, a total of 300 cases of Acute Water Diarrhoea (AWD), 
including eight deaths, were reported in Bossaso, Puntland. Children under the age of 5 years accounted 
for 51% of all admissions. The overall Case Fatality Rate (CFR) dropped from initial 3.7 to 2.7%. On 10 
October, the AWD Task Force met in Bossaso where it was emphasised the urgent need to strengthen 
health education on hygiene and sanitation. An AWD case management training planned for 31 October in 
Bossaso had to be cancelled due to the prevailing security situation. 
 
The AWD outbreak in Gololey, Middle Shabelle, has been confirmed as cholera when six out of seven of 
stool samples, collected from the outpatient clinic in Gololey on 2 October, were tested positive for V. 
Cholerae. A cholera task force has been established; medical supplies have been provided while active 
case finding to detect any suspected cases is ongoing. Household chlorination supplies are also being 
distributed. 
 
A total of 226 cases of AWD with no related-deaths were reported between 4 and 31 October from Jilib 
(146), Jamaame (21) and Afmadow (59) districts in Lower and Middle Juba.  More than 80% of the cases 
were under five years old. 
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There is now risk of flooding. Juba River busted its banks on 19 October after heavy rainfall in Ethiopian 
highlands, affecting mainly Jamaame, Jilib and Bu’aale districts in Middle and Lower Juba. Muslim Aid, 
WHO, and local NGOs Juba Shine and Juba Foundation assessed the situation in five affected villages 
(Shogolomafula, Makalango, Kamtiirey, Koban and Araare) on 26 October. While basic health services are 
covered by health posts in each village, regularly supplied with drugs by Muslim Aid and UNICEF, major 
challenges lie in the sector of water and sanitation as most families in the areas have no access to safe 
drinking water. 
 
Training & Capacity Building 
Between 20 and 30 October 2008, Diaspora Action Group conducted workshops addressing genital 
mutilation and HIV/AIDS awareness in Hagar, Lower Juba, for a total of 60 participants, predominantly 
women from different community groups. The initiative was funded by Somali Diaspora based in USA, UK, 
Canada and Holland. 
 
WHO conducted a 3-day AWD outbreak assessment in Berbera, Somaliland. To standardize cholera 
treatment and case management, 15 staff from Berbera Hospital and three MCHs also were trained in case 
management, using WHO standard protocols and guidelines. 
 
Cluster Coordinator – Health  
N. Paranietharan, WHO, paranien@nbo.emro.who.int 
E 
WATER SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH) 
The establishment of piped water schemes for the IDPs in Afgooye corridor is progressing slowly. In the 
meantime, water trucking is ongoing but is currently experiencing shortage of funds.  
 
In general, it is becoming increasingly difficult to obtain reliable figures and information on the number of 
people in need of humanitarian assistance. The WASH cluster has lately been pushing for updated figures, 
especially regarding the population in Afgooye corridor.  
 
As the Deyr rains have started, and is so far close to normal in most parts of Somalia, water trucking has 
stopped in the drought-affected areas.  
 
In October, WASH coordination meetings were only held in Nairobi. If the security situation permits, 
coordination meetings in the field will resume. Due to the security situation, assessment and monitoring of 
water interventions continued to be severely hampered in many locations.  
 
Lack of sanitation facilities in many IDP settlements, especially along Afgooye corridor, is a major concern. 
Partners are strongly encouraged to increase their activities in this area.  
 
The WASH cluster is working on establishing criteria for prioritising WASH projects proposed for the 2009 
CAP. The cluster has also drafted a cholera preparedness plan to be reviewed by the health cluster.  
 
Cluster Coordinator – WASH 
Erik Toft (chair), UNICEF, etoft@unicef.org 
Medard Hakizamungu (Co-chair), Oxfam GB, Mhakizamungu@oxfam.org.uk 
 
FUNDING 
During the month of October 2008, the Humanitarian Response Fund (HRF) disbursed a total of 
US$957,281 to two projects benefiting an estimated 100,000 people in the Afgooye corridor and Bay and 
Bakool regions. WFP received US$500,000 for a road maintenance project along the Baidoa-Mogadishu 
corridor.  The corridor is used to transport 60% of the humanitarian aid into Somalia and will also have 
long-term positive effects on the local economy. Oxfam GB received US$457,281 for a water and sanitation 
project to be implemented in the Afgooye IDP settlements.  


