
National Context:
• The districts with COVID-19 active positive cases are 72 out 

of 77, with 481 deaths. According to the Ministry of Health 
and Population (MoHP), age group of 86 per cent COVID-19 
cases ranged from 11 to 50; 73 per cent cases are men.

• The Government of Nepal (GoN) has lifted most of the 
lockdown from 17 September 2020; places or institutions 
with potential for high intensity transmission (schools, col-
leges, seminars, trainings, workshops, cinema hall, party pal-
ace, dance bar, swimming pool, religious places, etc.) will re-
main closed until further notice.

• According to the MoHP, more than 50 per cent of the 
COVID-19 patients are staying in home isolation in Nepal. 
The MoHP has prioritised home isolation over hospitals for 
the asymptomatic and symptomatic COVID-19 patients ow-
ing to the burden to hospitals and health care system.

• A total of 55 designated COVID-19 laboratories are now 
functional in the country, of which 40 are government and 15 
are private (MoHP, SITREP #231).

• Amid fears that jailbirds across Nepal are at high risk of 
COVID-19 infection, the constitutional human rights watch-

dog, Nepal Human Rights Commission, says it is moni-
toring prisons in the country (News Report, NHRC Statement). 

• Nepal’s Ambassador to Qatar demands 4 repatriation 
flights per day. Participating in a meeting of the Industry, 
Commerce, Labour, and Consumer Interest Committee 
in the House of Representatives virtually from Doha, the 
Ambassador said chartered flights only would not be suf-
ficient for Nepalese waiting to come back home. 

• The number of children living in multi-dimensional pover-
ty has soared to approximately 1.2 billion due to the im-
pact of COVID-19 pandemic, according to a new analysis 
published by UNICEF and Save the Children.

• The MoHP has recommended the government to en-
force lockdown measures if the number of active cases of 
COVID-19 surpasses 25,000 (MoHP media briefing).

• With studies finding that majority of COVID-19 infect-
ed individuals having a travel history before being tested 
positive, experts suggest travelers to be highly concerned 
regarding health and safety measures during the travel.

Local Context: Doti, Achham, Dailekh, Kailali, Kanchanpur, 
Banke, Bardiya and Dhading
• A study conducted by DCA and Partners in Sudur Pas-

chim Province in September 2020 shows that 98.7% of mi-
grant’s returnee have lost their household livelihood due to 
COVID-19; Key reasons are - (i) shutdown of markets due 
to lockdown, (ii) had to stay at home to look after their 
children due to school closures, (iii) impact on markets due 
to the economic downturn (iv) travel restrictions and (v)
contract termination. 

• The women’s workload has increased significantly (77.2%) 
mainly in terms of preparing and managing food for their 
family, taking care of their children and livestock. 

• 73.4% adult male members and 74.7% adult female members 
of the family are most stressed in the current situation. 

• 57.5% reported that the risk of GBV has increased.
• There is a need to create livelihood opportunities applying 

the existing skills. Of migrant returnees, 56.2% have agricul-
ture related skills, 35.5% have cooking skills, 5.4% tailoring, 
6.3 iron work, 6.5 construction, 5.2 driving and others. 

• 62.7% do not have the capacity to invest to start their own 
business (Source: COVID-19 Impact on Migrants Workers” in Kanchan-
pur, Doti, Achham and Kailali District, with 1572 migrant returnees; con-

ducted by DCA through partners). 

• Most of the LGs have come up with the plans to retain 
the returnees; and others are under discussion given the 
limited resources. The LGs are also using Prime Minis-
ters’ Employment Programme’s fund and motivating the 
migrants to apply for grants and other CASH for Work 
activities. 

• Given the limited resources, they are unable to provide 
employment to all the migrant returnees and that is forc-
ing them to go back to India. On an average, 500 people 
are entering India through Kanchanpur District.

• The LG representatives emphasised to strengthen col-
laboration among the development agencies and the gov-
ernment to better deal with the COVID-19 crisis and 
longer term development. 

• LGs’ representatives say the upcoming Nepalese festival, 
will be a challenge to manage the influx of people; esp. in 
quarantine centres, isolation and managing food.

• The LGs also stressed that the priorities need to be tar-
geted towards retaining the migrant returnees and for 
that all sector including the government and non govern-
ment organisation should come together (A virtual discus-
sion among the Local Government representatives and CSOs, on CSOs 
role to fight against the COVID-19 crisis, organised by DCA to mark 
Social Welfare Week, 25 September, 2020; and in separate conversa-
tion with Mayors).



• Heavy rainfall continues to trigger flooding and landslides across several parts of Nepal, leading to an increased 
number of fatalities and damage.

• According to the Nepal Disaster Risk Reduction Portal, in Shyangja District, 9 people have died in Waling Munici-
pality and one person is missing after a separate event in Kaligandaki Rural Municipality. One person has died and 
5 people are missing in Rambha Rural Municipality (Palpa District). Furthermore, 6 houses have been fully damaged 
across the affected Districts (ECHO Daily Flash of 25 September, 2020).

DCA HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 
Kailali, Doti, Achham and Dailekh Districts have been hit by 2020 Flood and Landslides. The livelihood of vulnerable HHs that were 
already affected by and were at risk to COVID-19 are further devasted. DCA launched an integrated response plan for COVID -19 
and Flood survivors. So far through our partners, FAYA and DWRF in Kailali, have supported 494 HHs with Multi Purpose Cash 
Grant, and 106 HHs in Achham, Doti and Dailekh received Cash and other relief materials support. Multipurpose cash assistance 
using IME digital in coordination with LGs - Bhajani and Kailari  R/Municipalities addressed the immediate needs of flood affected 
people. Other activities including hygiene support, and risk communication will continue this week.

DCA COVID-19 Response: DCA in Nepal has supported in nine districts so far in Bagmati Province, 
Gandaki Province, Province 5, Sudurpaschim Province and Karnali Province reaching to 4,134 HHs, 27 health 
centres and 33 quarantine centres. For detail report: https://reliefweb.int/node/3654435 .
Moving towards the recovery of HHs affected from COVID-19: DCA’s Early Recovery inter-
ventions are focused on economic recovery, protection of the most vulnerable HHs/individuals and WASH. 
For further details: https://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/nepal-covid-19-towards-early-recovery.



Through its local implementing partner - Action Nepal, and in close coordination with the local government, DCA has been continously 
providing psychosocial counselling, hygiene awareness support, installation of hand washing stations, among other activities including 
construction of toilets, distribution of hygiene kits among others. The intervention is part of the the UK Aid funded #PURNIMA project, 
managed by Mott MacDonald.

Through our partners- FAYA Nepal and DWRF in Kailali,  DCA has supported 494 flood affected HHs with Multi Purpose Cash Assis-
tance through IME digital in coordination with local governments- Bhajani (left) and Kailari (right).

#Social Media (Facebook): 
https://www.facebook.com/DCAinNepal/videos/984724205323276/ 
#IntheNews:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GD4-XW7SjZE
Previous SITREPs: https://reliefweb.int/organization/dca  
Socio-economic Impact Assessment of COVID-19: reflection of the key findings https://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/
covid-19-socio-economic-survey-report-humanitarian-response-team-dca-nepal-office-june
DCA COVID-19 Response: Post Distribution Monitoring (PDM) Highlights: https://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/
dca-covid-19-response-post-distribution-monitoring-highlights  

For further information,
Please write us to dcanepal@dca.dk
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