
National Context:
• The districts with COVID-19 active positive cases have now 

climbed up to 75 out of 77, with 1,795 deaths. In the past 
week alone, there were around 80 COVID-19 related deaths 
across Nepal (Ministry of Health and Population – MoHP).

• In an unexpected development in the Nepalese political en-
vironment, President Bidya Devi Bhandari- the President of 
Nepal, on 20 Dec 2020 has dissolved the parliament and has 
announced that a fresh election will be held in two phases: on 
the 1st and 10th May 2021. The Cabinet had recommended 
the President to dissolve the parliament and conduct fresh 
elections. The Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli himself had tak-
en the recommendation to the Office of the President.

• The Chief District Officers of Kathmandu, Bhaktapur and 
Lalitpur have decided to officially remove the odd-even ra-
tioning imposed on private and public vehicles plying roads in 
the valley effective from Friday, 18 December 2020. 

• Nepalese and Indians flying to each other’s countries are not 
required to undergo quarantine if they have a negative virus 

test report completed less than 72 hours before depar-
ture, Nepal Airlines said on 17 Dec 2020, as it resumed 
services to New Delhi after a nine-month break. 

• The WHO, on 17 December, said that the countries in  
Asia-Pacific Region are not guaranteed to have early ac-
cess to COVID-19 shots and has urged them to adopt a 
longer-term approach to the pandemic. While some coun-
tries that have independent vaccine purchase agreements 
might start vaccination in the coming months, others 
could see vaccination begin in the middle or late 2021. 

• The MoHP has reduced the quarantine and isolation pe-
riod for COVID-19 patients. Earlier, the infected persons 
were required to stay in quarantine or isolation for 14 
days. Now, they need to stay only for 10 days. 

• COVID-19 patients only visit hospitals if they experience 
serious symptoms, because of which, patients in isolation 
has decreased, but the ICU beds are occupied. In Kath-
mandu valley, news reports say, most of the ICUs at gov-
ernment hospitals are occupied. 

Local Context: Doti, Achham, Dailekh, Kailali, 
Kanchanpur, Banke, Bardiya and Dhading
• Most of the Local Governments (LGs) in these districts have 

decided to resume schools, however the flow of students 
coming to schools is very few. The rapid assessment conduct-
ed by DCA partners in these districts show that most of the 
schools do not follow Government of Nepal (GoN’s) health 
and safety protocol - Social Distancing, Mask and Sanitization 
- SMS, lack basic water and sanitation facilities and have no 
availability of proper hand washing stations at schools. 

• In Kailali District, Sudur Paschim Academy was shut down 
after one of the students was found COVID-19 positive, and 
the other colleges have also decided to shut down in the 
situation if any of the students in their colleges tests positive.

• Prohibitory orders have been issued by Mangalsen, Ban-
nigadhi and Kamalbazar municipalities in Achham District 
due to increase in the infection rate of COVID -19. Banking 
transaction has been stopped in Mangalsen Municipality and 
the municipality has issued a schedule to open the market 
between 7 -10 AM and 7-8 PM only. 

• A one-week lockdown has been imposed in Dodhara-Chan-
dani Municipality of Kanchanpur District starting from 18 De-
cember following a rapid surge in COVID-19 infection. The 

lockdown was imposed, beginning Thursday night, after 
infection among teachers, people’s representatives, and 
health workers. All non-essential services have been shut 
down, while schools have been closed indefinitely.

• Businesses in  Far-Western borders are yet to re-open 
after the lockdown. Many business owners in Brahmadev 
are currently engaged in agriculture, some have become 
street vendors and others are working in mining sites. 
There are around 150 shops in Brahmadev bazaar. Among 
them, only a dozen has re-opened after the lockdown. All 
those that have re-opened are not doing good business.

• Bannigadi Jayagad Rural Municipality in Achham District 
was sealed for 10 days starting 11 December  after the 
community spread was reported. The rural municipality 
will be closing all its non-essential services. All the major 
markets have been sealed (INSEC).

• Duduwa Rural Municipality in Banke District has decided 
to distribute woods in the centres (chowks) for labours 
and rickshaw drivers following the cold wave. 

• The LGs in close coordination with DCA and its partners 
are supporting in income generation activities targeting 
the urban poors through Multi-Purpose Cash Assistance, 
quick-impact economic recovery activities, and business 
plans development.



DCA HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE:  DCA in Nepal is working  in nine districts so far in Bagmati Province, Gandaki 
Province, Province 5, Sudurpaschim Province and Karnali Province, especially focusing on COVID-19 response and recovery, along 
with other pre-existing development projects. 

A recent study on the Situation of  Human Rights Defenders during COVID-19 
Pandemic in Nepal by INSEC, through the financial support from DCA. 

• Health workers say that after the outbreak of COVID-19, the working environment has become uncomfortable, 
physical and mental stress has been created. And lack of adequate availability of health protective materials such 
as masks, sanitisers, PPEs and gloves, shoes and the quality of the materials available poses a health risk to oneself, 
one’s patients and one’s family. At times, they were wearing the same mask for four days and some health workers 
alternated with health protection products such as PPE.

• In Karnali alone, more than five dozen media outlets were shut down during the lockdown, leaving more than 80 
media workers and more than 60 media house workers without jobs. The President of the Federation of Nepali 
Journalists (FNJ) said that 500 journalists have lost their jobs so far. According to a recent survey by the Federation 
of Nepali Journalists, 9 per cent of journalists have had their salaries cut, 20 per cent have not received regular 
salaries, 4 per cent have lost their jobs, and one-third have not received their salaries for the past four months and 
about 10 per cent thought they would change their profession, and 7.2 per cent said they were frustrated with 
their future.

• Human rights activists reported that the early stages of the COVID-19 epidemic had made it difficult to carry out 
routine work, and the situation had been exacerbated by the lockdown. However, they believe that things are im-
proving after the lockdown was lifted.



DCA Moving 
towards the 
recovery of 

HHs 
affected from 

COVID-19: 

DCA’s Early Re-
covery interven-
tions are focused 

on economic 
recovery, protec-
tion of the most 
vulnerable HHs/

individuals and 
WASH.

DCA through its local 
partner, KVS in Saptari 

District has handed over 
a cheque of NPR 889,000 
to Saptakoshi Municipality 
on 21 December 2020 to 

top up cash transfer for 
the Cold Wave vulnerable 

people by using existing 
government social 
protection system.

For further information,
Please write us to dcanepal@dca.dk

Samjhana Bista, DCA in Nepal, sabi@dca.dk

In Pictures

#Facebook 
https://fb.watch/2dT5i249CU/
https://purnimanepal.com/stories_posts/combatting-psychosocial-issues/
https://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/dca-integrated-flood-and-covid-19-support-brings-happiness
Previous SITREPs: https://reliefweb.int/organization/dca  
Socio-economic Impact Assessment of COVID-19: reflection of the key findings- https://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/covid-19-socio-economic-sur-
vey-report-humanitarian-response-team-dca-nepal-office-june
DCA COVID-19 Response: Post Distribution Monitoring (PDM) Highlights: https://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/dca-covid-19-response-post-distri-
bution-monitoring-highlights  
DCA integrated flood and COVID-19 response in Kailali district: Post Distribution Monitoring Highlights: https://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/dca-
integrated-flood-and-covid-19-response-kailali-district-post-distribution
A study “COVID-19 Impact on Migrants Workers” in Sudurpaschim Province - https://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/survey-report-covid-19-impact-migrants-workers-
sudurpashchim-pradesh  

 

DCA through its local partners is continuously running its regular pro-
grammes in its working areas, following COVID-19 safety protocols. 

 This one from European Union funded PARIWARTAN project’s Good 
Governance School, implemented in Doti and Achham, that is highlight-
ing important attributes of constitutional rights for women, enhancing 
women’s leadership, safe help groups, and strengthening the agency of 
women to end Gender-Based Violence.


