
National Context:
• The districts with COVID-19 active positive cases have now 

climbed up to 75 out of 77, with 1,614 deaths. In the past 
week alone, there were more than 100 COVID-19 related 
deaths across Nepal (Ministry of Health and Population – MoHP).

• The MoHP has said that the services, businesses and works 
that the Government of Nepal (GoN) has not yet permitted 
to reopen, and restricted operation since the prohibition or-
der was first put in place, should be extended for another 15 
days starting 3 Dec, 2020. 

• On 6 Dec 2020, the MoHP has directed the private hospitals 
not to charge additional fees from the patients in the name 
of COVID-19 care services

• The International Labour Organisation (ILO) has said that 
COVID-19 is likely to create more income inequality be-
tween men and women. Wages of women and low-paid 
workers have been disproportionately affected by the crisis, 
which has created a risk of severely increasing the income 
inequality, according to the report (Republica Daily,  ILO’s Global 
Wage Report 2020/21). 

• With the addition of a new testing site this week, the MoHP 
has approved the establishment of 78 RT-PCR testing facili-

ties. Among these facilities, 45 are from the private sector 
(MoHP #SITREP #301). 

• Sixty percent of the people dying from COVID-19 are 
above 60 years of age. The public health experts say in-
fected people are staying home until their condition de-
teriorates and this is making it difficult to save people 
with co-morbidities. Experts say isolation wards across 
the country have been deserted after the government 
stopped providing free testing and treatment (MoHP, The 
Kathmandu Post).

• Following the increasing movement of domestic tourists 
in tourism-related activities, the domestic airline com-
panies (operators of fixed-wing aircraft) have resumed 
mountain-view flights after eight months of closure with 
attractive schemes to domestic tourists.

• Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, tourist arrivals has 
dropped by 80 per cent in the first 11 months of 2020 
compared to 2019. In the first 11 months of 2019, 
1,096,323 tourists visited Nepal. However, in the first 11 
months of 2020, only 220,120 tourists have visited Nepal 
(Nepal Tourism Board, Newsreports). 

Local Context: Doti, Achham, Dailekh, Kailali, Kanchan-
pur, Banke, Bardiya and Dhading
• Most of the Local Governments (LGs) in these districts have 

decided to resume schools, however the flow of students 
coming to schools is very few. And the rapid assessment con-
ducted by DCA partners in these districts show - most of 
the schools do not follow government’s health and safety 
protocol - Social Distancing, Mask and Sanitisation - SMS, 
lacks basic sanitation facilities and no availability of proper 
hand washing stations in the schools among others posing 
risk to the increase in the COVID-19 positive cases.

• The LGs in close coordination with DCA and its partners 
are supporting in income generation activities targeting 
the urban poors through Multi-Purpose Cash Assistance, 
quick-impact economic recovery activities, and business 
plans development.

• The rural municipality of the Banke District has jointly 
collected NPR 10 Million to support in Isolation Wards 
for COVID-19 infected people at Bheri Hospital. 

• District Disaster Management Committees (DDMCs) in 
Kanchanpur called for a stakeholder meeting including 
DCA partners in the district, to discuss on the response 
plan for upcoming cold wave. Every year, around 100 
people die of cold wave in Nepal’s southern plains. The 
DDMCs are preparing for the worst situation given the 
COVID-19 crisis and are also assessing the availability of 
health gears in the district. 

• The LGs in Kanchanpur District has opened a grant to 
purchase agricultural devices for migrant returnees and 
are seeking technical support from DCA partners. 



DCA HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE:  DCA in Nepal has supported in nine districts so far in Bagmati Province, Gandaki 
Province, Lumbini Province, Sudurpaschim Province and Karnali Province. Other activities including hygiene support, and risk 
communication will continue this week.

A recent study on the Situation of  Human Rights Defenders during COVID-19 
Pandemic in Nepal by INSEC, through the financial support from DCA. 

• Health workers say that after the outbreak of COVID-19, the working environment has become uncomfortable, 
physical and mental stress has been created. And lack of adequate availability of health protective materials such 
as masks, sanitisers, PPEs and gloves, shoes and the quality of the materials available poses a health risk to oneself, 
one’s patients and one’s family. At times, they were wearing the same mask for four days and some health workers 
alternated with health protection products such as PPE.

• In Karnali alone, more than five dozen media outlets were shut down during the lockdown, leaving more than 80 
media workers and more than 60 media house workers without jobs. The President of the Federation of Nepali 
Journalists (FNJ) said that 500 journalists have lost their jobs so far. According to a recent survey by the Federation 
of Nepali Journalists, 9 per cent of journalists have had their salaries cut, 20 per cent have not received regular 
salaries, 4 per cent have lost their jobs, and one-third have not received their salaries for the past four months and 
about 10 per cent thought they would change their profession, and 7.2 per cent said they were frustrated with 
their future.

• Human rights activists reported that  the early stages of the COVID-19 epidemic had made it difficult to carry 
out routine work, and the situation had been exacerbated by the lockdown. However, they believe that things are 
improving after the lockdown was lifted.



Moving towards the recovery of HHs affected from COVID-19: DCA’s Early Recovery inter-
ventions are focused on economic recovery, protection of the most vulnerable HHs/individuals and WASH. 

For further information,
Please write us to dcanepal@dca.dk

Samjhana Bista, DCA in Nepal, sabi@dca.dk

In Pictures

#Facebook 
https://fb.watch/2dT5i249CU/
https://purnimanepal.com/stories_posts/combatting-psychosocial-issues/
Previous SITREPs: https://reliefweb.int/organization/dca  
Socio-economic Impact Assessment of COVID-19: reflection of the key findings https://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/covid-19-socio-economic-sur-
vey-report-humanitarian-response-team-dca-nepal-office-june
DCA COVID-19 Response: Post Distribution Monitoring (PDM) Highlights: https://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/dca-covid-19-response-post-distri-
bution-monitoring-highlights 
DCA integrated flood and COVID-19 response in Kailali district: Post Distribution Monitoring Highlights: https://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/dca-
integrated-flood-and-covid-19-response-kailali-district-post-distribution

 

The lack of smooth electricity service had 
affected the flow of health services in Rakam 

Karnali of Dailekh District. It was hardly 
affected given the COVID-19 crisis. Not only 

Dailekh, but also the citizens of Kalikot and 
Achham Districts come seeking treatment at 
Rakma Karnali Health Post. DCA through its 

partner - SOSEC Nepal have supported 
15 KVA generator to the healthpost, 

which has brought respite to the 
people living in this area. 


