
National Context:
• The districts with COVID-19 active positive cases have now 

climbed up to 76 out of 77, with 1,126 deaths. In the past week 
alone, there were around 150 COVID-19 related deaths and 
20,000 new positive cases across Nepal (Ministry of Health and 
Population – MoHP).

• The MoHP is going to take a proposal to the cabinet meeting 
for the free treatment of COVID-19 infected patients after 
the Supreme Court rejected the MOHP’s request to review 
the order to provide free treatment to the COVID-19 infect-
ed. The Cabinet meeting had decided to test and provide free 
treatment only to those who can’t afford to pay and to single 
women, Person with Disabilities (PwDs), the frontline health 
workers, security personnel and cleaning staff. The decision 
was enforced by the MoHP effective from October 17. 

• A total of 73 designated COVID-19 laboratories are now 
functional in the country, of which 43 are GoN and 30 are 
private (MoHP, SITREP #274).

• Remdesivir, an anti-viral medication, which has been permitted 
to be used as an emergency medication against COVID-19 by 

the Government of Nepal (GoN), has been found being 
sold at exorbitantly higher prices. According to a report 
submitted by the MoHP investigation team, it has been 
found that the Remdesivir costing just NPR 5,600 is being 
sold for more than NPR 40,000 (Focused C19 Media Monitor-

ing Nepal, WHO, 8 Nov, 2020). 
• Sixteen doctors working at the emergency ward of one of 

the biggest GoN hospitals, Bir Hospital have resigned on 
4 November, 2020, en masse stating the hospital did not 
provide them with Dashain-Tihar allowances and safety 
gears to get protected from COVID-19 infection.

• Despite an overall decrease in cases reported weekly in 
Southeast Asia Region, case morbidity and mortality are 
increasing in Nepal (WHO Nepal, Situation Update #29). 

• The GoN is mulling over stopping the evacuation flights, 
and is planning to bring back Nepali nationals stranded in 
foreign countries due to COVID-19 through regular flights. 
The COVID-19 Crisis Management Centre (CCMC) has 
recommended to the GoN to halt evacuation flights, and 
bring Nepalis through the regular flights. 

Local Context: Doti, Achham, Dailekh, Kailali, Kanchanpur, 
Banke, Bardiya and Dhading
• Migrant returnees are returning back to India, owing to job-

lessness and lack of livelihood activities.
• Dailekh District Administration Office has asked to stop all 

the interventions where group, mass and gatherings are in-
volved until further notice.

• Some of the LGs in Dailekh have started early recovery in-
terventions like vegetable farming, group farming for returnee 
migrants, eg Aathbish Municipality supported vegetable farm-
ing for 35 migrant returnees.

• In Achham District, the outgoing trend of migrant returnees 
is comparatively higher than the incoming. The major reasons 
are, lack of income and employment opportunity, no sustain-
able alternative livelihood options from local and Provincial 
government for returnee migrant, comparative attractive pay 
scale in India than in Nepal, people are forced to take risk due 
to the burden of loan, lack of skill development vocational 
training for self employment, lack of subsidy in agro livestock 
enterprise, fear of dieing from hunger (DCA partner MDO’s Key 
Informants Interviews). 

• In Achham, though quarantine facilities are managed by all 
LGs, migrant returnees are still living in home quarantines.

• In Bardiya, District Administration Office, issued a notice 
last week, asking people to stay home unless an emergen-
cy. The COVID-19 infected office, house or village shall 
be sealed immediately with no mobility of people; ban on 
organising training, seminars and workshops; only vehicles 
with pass following odd even system is allowed to move 
with ID card; the shops will remain close on Saturday and 
open from 10 AM to 5 PM on other days.

• The Belauri Municipality in Kanchanpur District supported 
NPR 1 million grant to the Utthansil    Women lead coop-
erative for Vegetable production and Promotion activities 
targeting to the migrant returnees

• A study “COVID-19 Impact on Migrants Workers” in 
Kanchanpur, Doti, Achham and Kailali District, with 1572 
migrant returnees” conducted by DCA and Partners in 
Sudur Paschim Province in September 2020 shows that 
98.7% of migrant’s returnee have lost their household live-
lihood due to COVID-19. For FullReport:https://reliefweb.int/
report/nepal/survey-report-covid-19-impact-migrants-workers-sudur-
pashchim-pradesh.



DCA in Nepal has 
supported in nine 
districts so far in 
Bagmati Province, 
Gandaki Province, 
Lumbini Province, 
Sudurpaschim 
Province and Karnali 
Province. 

Other activities 
including hygiene 
support, and risk 
communication will 
continue this week.

Moving towards the recovery of HHs affected from COVID-19: DCA’s Early Recovery inter-
ventions are focused on economic recovery, protection of the most vulnerable HHs/individuals and WASH. 
For further details: https://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/nepal-covid-19-towards-early-recovery.

For further information,
Please write us to dcanepal@dca.dk

Samjhana Bista, DCA in Nepal, sabi@dca.dk

Through our partner-KVS in Saptari District we have successfully conducted Shock Responsive Social Protection (SRSP) orienta-
tion (right) following all health and safety protocol, and also handed over lifesaving equipment to the Local Emergency Operation 
Centre (LEOC) to Saptakoshi Municipality Saptari district (left). This will help the municipality prepare to better response the 
humanitarian crisis including COVID-19.

#Facebook 
https://fb.watch/1d8PUvVVs0/
https://purnimanepal.com/stories_posts/combatting-psychosocial-issues/
Previous SITREPs: https://reliefweb.int/organization/dca  
Socio-economic Impact Assessment of COVID-19: reflection of the key findings https://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/covid-19-so-
cio-economic-survey-report-humanitarian-response-team-dca-nepal-office-june
DCA COVID-19 Response: Post Distribution Monitoring (PDM) Highlights: https://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/dca-covid-19-re-
sponse-post-distribution-monitoring-highlights 
DCA integrated flood and COVID-19 response in Kailali district: Post Distribution Monitoring Highlights: https://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/dca-integrated-
flood-and-covid-19-response-kailali-district-post-distribution

 

DCA HUMANITARIAN 
RESPONSE

Through its local implementing partner – SOSEC Nepal, and in close coordi-
nation with the local government in Dailkeh District, DCA has supported food 
packages to 120 families in Thatikat Rural Municipality and 15,000 Cash to 65 
families, those affected by landslides and COVID-19.


