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Background Summary 
 

Political History 
The Democratic Republic of the Congo, (DRC) is home to some 60 million people, 200 
ethnic groups, and more than five spoken languages. Covering an area of land 
comparative to Western Europe, the DRC has been plagued with a tumultuous and 
sanguineous history. The roots of the country’s perpetual turmoil stem from Belgium’s 
colonization (1885 – 1960), and King Leopold’s violent hand.  Independence on June 30, 
1960 did not bring the DRC peace, but rather more political strife. Under the 32-year 
dictatorial rule of Colonel Joseph Mobutu, who declared himself President by way of a 
coup in 1965, the country, which had formerly been named the Congo Free State, the 
Belgian Congo, Congo/Leopoldville, and Congo/Kinshasa respectively, was finally 
renamed Zaire in 1971.  Mobutu renamed himself Mobutu Sese Seko and remained at the 
helm of his kleptocratic reign until a rebellion led by Laurent Kabila dethroned him in 
May, 1997.   
 
Control over the country through corruption and violence practiced by its leader and his 
government along with the extensive exploitation of the DRC’s people and natural 
resources (such as rubber, ivory, diamonds, copper, other minerals, and various endemic 
animal species falling prey to poaching) created an environment for devastation and 
decay that has been exacerbated by multiple warring factions inside and along the borders 
of the DRC. Human rights violations and natural resource depletion under Mobutu  was 
compounded by the 1994 conflict and genocide in neighboring Rwanda. The conflict 
resulted in a substantial influx of Rwandan and Burundian refugees entering the DR 
Congo.  In 1996, Hutu refugee camps in the eastern region of the DRC (then Zaire) had 
become a base for the Interahamwe, the principle group responsible for the Rwandan 
genocide.  The Rwandan Tutsis in the South Kivu province who had also fled the 
genocide would later comprise the rebel forces of Laurent Kabila in his rebellion to oust 
Mobutu in 1997.  
 
In 1996, Kabila led a force of Tutsis against Hutu forces, consequently starting the First 
Congo War.  The Burundian, Rwandan, and Ugandan Tutsi governments were in alliance 
with Kabila, forming the Alliance des Forces Démocratiques pour la Libération du 
Congo-Zaire (AFDL) and launched a full-scale rebellion against Mobutu, storming the 
capital of Kinshasa and forcing him to flee the country.  Kabila subsequently declared 
himself president in May of 1997, created the Public Salvation Government, and renamed 
Zaire the Democratic Republic of the Congo.   
 
Unfortunately for the Congolese people, Laurent Kabila was considered to be too 
authoritarian and characterized as having self-aggrandizing tendencies, after banning all 
political parties except for his own.  His manner of governing resulted in his former 
Rwandan and Ugandan allies forming the Rassemblement Congolais pour la Démocratie 
(RCD), turning against him, and threatening his government in 1998. Kabila was forced 
to find new allies in Zimbabwe, Angola, and Namibia.  Fighting between these two 
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armed groups took place regularly and Kabila managed to push the rebel forces back to 
the eastern third of the DRC where they established control.  Soon after, Ugandan forces 
joined another Congolese rebel group, le Mouvement pour la Libération du Congo 
(MLC), and seized the northern region, consequently dividing the DRC into three parts, 
each under the control of a different group.  In 1999, each group signed the Lusaka 
Accords, meant to result in a ceasefire, but sporadic skirmishes continued, eventually 
resulting in the assassination of Laurent Kabila in January of 2001.  Joseph Kabila 
Kabange, his son, succeeded him as head of state in 2002.  After the withdrawal of 
Rwandan forces that were occupying the eastern part of the country, the Pretoria Accord 
was signed and a transitional government was set up with Kabila as president, but sharing 
power with four other party leaders.  In December of 2005, a successful Constitutional 
Referendum was realized and the Congolese people participated in their first presidential 
elections in forty years on July 30, 2006, which resulted in a run-off between Jospeh 
Kabila and Jean-Pierre Bemba scheduled to take place on the 29th of October 2006.   
 
Economy 
Amidst the political turmoil and ongoing wars, the DRC’s economy has suffered.  
Following the war in 1998, famine, violence, and disease brought on by the conflict 
caused approximately four million deaths, resulting in a dramatic decline in the economy 
as well.  With insufficient infrastructure, retreat of foreign direct investment, and an 
unstable market for its two main export minerals, copper and cobalt, the DRC’s economy 
was left in exponential decay.  Since 2002, however, conditions seem to have improved 
somewhat through efforts made by Joseph Kabila and the transitional government to 
reopen relations with international financial institutions and international donors, and the 
presence of MONUC, the United Nations peacekeeping mission in the DRC.  
Additionally, in 2005, renewed activity in the mining sector, specifically cobalt and 
copper, boosted GDP.  In addition to copper, diamonds are a very important resource for 
the DRC.  Diamond mining accounts for at least 70% of the economy, specifically in the 
middle of the country at the Kasai Oriental Province, in and around Mbuji Mayi.  Sadly, 
young children have been enlisted to extract the diamonds by the different armed groups 
in the area, leading to their exploitation, absence from school, injury, and sometimes 
death.  Despite the wealth of minerals, the local Congolese population has yet to reap any 
rewards from it due to multinational companies and local elites allegedly pocketing the 
money in lieu of spending it on social welfare and infrastructure programs.  An estimated 
sixty to eighty per cent of customs revenues are embezzled. Corruption and lack of 
transparency within the government and international companies greatly impedes the 
country’s progress, as does the conflict between militia groups over control of the mineral 
rich districts. 
 
The Democratic Republic of the Congo also possesses great economic potential in its 
agricultural sector, but there are many obstacles in addition to the ongoing conflict that 
stand in its way; such as the country’s large size and its dispersed population, primitive 
cultivation methods, and poor infrastructure.  
 
Humanitarian Situation 
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The humanitarian situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, as one may only 
imagine, is in an appalling and moribund state due to the aforementioned political turmoil 
and conflicts, resulting in environmental degradation leading to a deteriorated economy 
and poor living conditions for IDPs and refugees.  Human rights abuses by militias and 
government forces against Congolese civilians compound these conditions.  Since the 
conflict was initiated, the Congolese population has borne the brunt of the violence and 
devastation. From 1998, almost four million people have died in the DRC due to the 
conflicts.   Recent estimates show that approximately 1,200 people die every day because 
of the conflict, which is continuing mainly in the Ituri district as well as in North and 
South Kivu.  There are over one million people living with AIDS/HIV and over one 
hundred thousand people have died from the disease.  Over 40,000 women and girls have 
been raped and/or kidnapped to serve as sex slaves due to sexual violence being used as a 
tool of war, contributing to the HIV/AIDS problem and other STDs.  Children have been 
recruited as soldiers for the militia mainly in the Ituri district through drugging and 
violence.  Demobilizing and reintegrating these child soldiers remains a significant 
challenge in the recovery process.   Approximately 412,000 Congolese refugees have fled 
to surrounding countries to escape the violence and there are approximately 2.33 million 
internally displaced persons who are reported to be living in squalid conditions within the 
refugee and IDP camps.  Ugandan refugees, fleeing the Lord’s Resistance Army in their 
country, have been seeking asylum in the DRC as well.  It has been reported that so far, 
the international community has spent over $400 million to help the Congolese elect a 
democratic parliament, where many believe the only hope for change resides.  
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Report Summary 

 
This report offers international agencies, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), the 
media and the public an overview of the humanitarian and development assistance being 
provided to the people of the Democratic Republic of the Congo by InterAction member 
agencies. 
 
Twelve member organizations reported their current or planned relief and development 
operations.  The programs address a broad range of sectors including: Agriculture and 
Food Production, Disaster and Emergency Relief, Education/Training, Gender 
Issues/Women in Development, Civil Society Development, Demobilization of Child 
Soldiers, Rural Development/Water and Sanitation, Refugee and Migration Services, 
Advocacy and Policy, Human Rights/Peace/Conflict Resolution, Health 
Care/Nutrition/HIV/Aids, and Business Development/Cooperatives and Credit as 
development assistance.  These activities are taking place in a number of locations 
throughout the country including, but not limited to: Kinshasa, Lubumbashi, Likasi, 
Kolwezi, Kamina, Kalemie, Kisangani, Bukavu, Dikulushi-Kilwa-Pweto area of the 
Katanga region, and the Kivus.   
 
The agencies in this report have presented various objectives for their programs in and 
around the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  Many deal with addressing the immediate 
needs of the population through the distribution of food and non-food supplies, provision 
of health care services and water/sanitation, as well as addressing long-term needs 
through education and training, Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration (DDR), 
etc. and focusing on particularly vulnerable populations, such as women and children.    
 
Many of the agencies in this report work with the support of, or in coordination with, 
local and international partners.  
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Organizations by Sector Activity 

 
Agriculture and Food Production 
ACF 
BWAid 
CRS 
FHI 
IMC 
Pact 
 
Disaster and Emergency Relief 
Air Serv 
BWAid 
CRS 
Concern Worldwide 
FHI 
IMC 
IRC 
RI 
 
Education/Training 
BWAid  
CRS 
FHI 
IMC 
IRC 
Pact 
 
Gender Issues/Women in 
Development/Gender Based Violence 
(Most organizations included in this report 
take gender into account in all their 
activities.) 
BWAid 
CARE 
IRC 
FHI 
IMC 
Pact 
 
Civil Society Development/Democracy & 
Governance 
IFES 
IRC 

Demobilization of Child Soldiers  
IRC 
 
Rural Development/WAT/SAN 
ACF 
BWAid 
CARE 
Concern Worldwide 
FHI 
IMC 
Pact 
 
Refugee and Migration Services 
FHI 
IMC 
RI 
Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation 
 
Advocacy and Policy 
RI 
 
Human Rights/Peace/Conflict Resolution 
CRS 
RI 
 
Health Care/Nutrition/HIV-AIDS 
IRC 
CARE 
Concern Worldwide 
CRS 
ACF 
IMC 
BWAid 
 
Business Development, Cooperatives and 
Credit 
Pact 
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Glossary of Acronyms 

 
Acronym                      InterAction Members 
ACF                              Action Against Hunger/Action Contre la Faim 
FHI                               Food for the Hungry  
IMC                              International Medical Corps 
IRC                               International Rescue Committee 
VVAF                          Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation 
    iMMAP                             Information Management and Mine Action Programs 
CRS                              Catholic Relief Services 
RI                                 Refugees International 
BWAid                         Baptist World Aid 
       
Other Acronyms 
AFDL                           Alliance des Forces Démocratiques pour la 
                                           Libération du Congo-Zaire 
RCD                             Rassemblement Congolais pour la Démocratie 
MLC                            le Mouvement pour la Libération du Congo 
MONUC                      Mission des Nations Unies en République 
                                           Démocratique du Congo 
OFDA                          Office of US Foreign Disaster Assistance 
DFID                            Department For International Development (UK) 
ECHO                          European Commission’s Humanitarian Aid Office 
UNDP                          United Nations Development Programme 
OCHA                          (UN) Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian  
                                            Affairs 
RRM                             Rapid Response Mechanism 
ORPER                         Oeuvre de Reclassement et de Protection des Enfants 
                                            de la Rue 
CTC                              Community-based Therapeutic Care 
TFC                              Therapeutic Feeding Center 
SFC                              Supplementary Feeding Center 
OTP                              Outpatient Therapeutic Programme 
CFSRP                         Congo Food Security and Recovery Programme 
IDP                               Internally Displaced Person 
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Action Against Hunger 
 

U.S. Contact 
 
Karine Milhorgne 
Desk Officer 
Action Against Hunger 
Suite 1201, 247 W 37th St 
NY, NY 10018 
Tel: 212-967-7800 
Fax: 212-967-5480 
Email: km@aah-usa.org 
 
Hervé BELLIOT 
Country Director DRC West 
 

Field Contacts 
 
KINSHASA 
ACTION AGAINST HUNGER 
11 Avenue Massamba - Kitambo 
Q/ Basoko / Ngaliema 
RD CONGO 
+ 243 98 84 12 52 (standard) 
+ 243 (0) 81 880 73 20 
Email : cdmacfusa.kin@gbs.cd 
 
Thierry LAURENT BADIN 
Country Director DRC East 
 
BUKAVU 
Office Address:  
ACTION AGAINST HUNGER 
244 Avenue Patrice Lumumba 
Ibanda – BUKAVU 
RD CONGO 
 
Postal Address: 
ACTION AGAINST HUNGER 
BP 145 
CYANGUGU / RWANDA 
+243 (0)81 31 86 461 (Vodacom) 
+243 (0)978 70551 (CelTel) 
Email: acfusacdm_bukavu@kivu-online.com 
 

Introduction to Action Against Hunger 
Action Against Hunger’s mandate is to save lives by combating hunger, disease, and 
those crises threatening the lives of helpless men, women and children. 
Action Against Hunger intervenes in the following situations: 
• In natural or man-made crises which threaten food security or result in famine; 
• In situations of social/economic breakdown, linked to internal or external 

circumstances which place particular groups of people in an extremely vulnerable 
position; 

• In situations where survival depends on humanitarian aid. Action Against Hunger 
intervenes either during the crisis itself, through emergency intervention, or 
afterwards, through rehabilitation and sustainable development programs. Action 
Against Hunger also intervenes in the prevention of certain high-risk situations. 
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The ultimate aim of all of Action Against Hunger’s programs is to enable the 
beneficiaries to regain their autonomy and self- sufficiency as soon as possible. 
 
Agency’s general objectives in the DRC: 
ACF has been present in DRC since 1996, serving the population throughout rebel-
controlled South Kivu and northeast Katanga who were affected by the war. ACF 
continues to support the local population and IDP population in these areas as well as 
those who are now returning to their homes. In 1999, a nutritional program was opened in 
Lubumbashi and ACF began to expand their programs for the population of southern 
Katanga, which continue at present in water and sanitation, nutrition, and food security 
outside of Lubumbashi. ACF’s programs in Equateur started in 2001 in Mbandaka and 
continued until 2005; these programs consisted of fishing, agriculture, and livelihood 
improvements, such as assisting families to create small businesses and to improve 
market access. In Kinshasa, ACF also implemented nutrition, water and sanitation, and 
food security programs from 1998 until 2003. 
 
Overall Program Goal: 
To address the emergency needs and long term sustainability of returnees, IDP’s, and the 
local population in Kivu and Katanga, two areas of the DRC that suffered greatly from 
the war and continued instability. 
 
Specific Objectives: 
• To prevent and treat acute malnutrition 
• To improve the sanitation and water coverage of the most vulnerable and under 

served population 
• To increase the food security and household economic security of the most vulnerable 

populations, in particular those returning from their homes after being displaced by 
the war  

 
Sectors and specific locations into which projects and programs in the DRC fall: 
Kivu: 
Action Against Hunger has programs in Uvira, Baraka, Fizi, and Kilembwe. The 
beneficiaries are local population and returnees. 
 
Nutrition: 
The nutrition programs have 123,000 beneficiaries served by nutritional programs (five 
TFCs, 15 SFCs) as well as health and nutrition education programs. TFC—therapeutic 
feeding centers treat children who are severe acute malnourished and who are dying of 
starvation; SFC—supplemental feeding centers treat children who are moderate acute 
malnourished and at risk of becoming more malnourished. ACF also carries out 
nutritional surveillance and surveys. 
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Food Security: 
The food security programs serve 70,000 beneficiaries through the distribution of seeds, 
tools, and fishing equipment, mill installation (for grinding cassava and corn). Our 
training and education programs also help improve skill and capacity for household food 
security and long-term sustainability.  
   
Water and Sanitation: 
There are 11,500 beneficiaries of spring protection to provide clean drinking water 
sources, construction of latrines, and health and hygiene education programs. The 
education programs are aimed at promoting safe water usage and waste disposal and 
handling. ACF also develops Water Source and Sanitation Committees (WSSC) around 
water points so as to enhance community ownership of infrastructures and materials. 
ACF places a great emphasis on gender issues in the design and implementation of this 
program. 
 
Katanga: 
ACF carries out programs in Malemba Nkulu, Sampwe, Mitwaba, Dubie, serving the 
local population and IDPs 
 
Nutrition:  
The nutritional programs have 128,000 beneficiaries.  
 
Food Security: 
There are 34,000 beneficiaries in ACF’s food security programs consisting of the 
distribution of seeds and tools, and training and education activities.  
 
Water and Sanitation: 
118,500 beneficiaries are served by spring protection and borehole drilling and the 
digging of shallow wells. Latrine construction programs and health and hygiene 
education are aimed at improving sanitation and general health conditions. ACF has also 
been actively involved in cholera prevention program. 
 
Funding sources: 
Programs are primarily funded by ECHO, OFDA, DFID, and various UN agencies 
(UNICEF, FAO, UNDP, WFP) for an overall budget of about $ 7,700,000 in 2006. 
 
Scale of programs: 
Water and Sanitation Program: 130,000 beneficiaries 
Nutrition Program: over 251,000 beneficiaries including 4,000 in TFCs 
and 12,000 in SFCs 
Food Security: 104,000 beneficiaries 
 
Cooperative efforts with other local, international, or governmental agencies: 
ACF advocacy efforts in the DRC resulted in the acceptance by the government of a 
national protocol for the treatment of acute malnutrition for children paving the way for a 
more systematic and better adapted approach to combat this killer of children. Because 
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the DRC is so big in size, ACF’s collaborative efforts focus on the exchange of 
information and ensuring that humanitarian efforts cover as wide a geographic range as 
possible to ensure maximum coverage of beneficiaries. 
 
Special concerns: 
The security situation remains problematic to this day with the majority of the problems 
being found in the eastern portion of the country necessitating careful analysis of risks 
and negotiation with the various powers to ensure safe access for the staff to vulnerable 
populations. There are however, some dramatic improvements since the incorporation of 
the transitional government in the summer of 2003, except in certain regions of the 
country, most notably the Ituri region where ACF has chosen not to work for security 
reasons. 
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Air Serv International 

 

U.S. Contact 
Angelique Dioguardi,  
410 Rosedale Ct, Suite 190 
Warrenton, VA 20186 
540-428-2323  
Adioguardi@airserv.org  

Field Contact 
Allen Carney 
Air Serv International 
Avenue Mpeti, 14 Socimat/Gombe    
Kinshasa, DRC 
Acarney@airserv.org 
 Rudina Vojvoda  
Air Serv International  
139/13 Avenue du Port, Quartier Mont 
Goma  
Ville de Goma/N.K./DRC 
Rvojvoda@airserv.org  

 

Introduction to Air Serv 
Air Serv International is a not-for-profit aviation organization that supports humanitarian 
programs worldwide. 
                   
Agency’s general objectives in the DR Congo 
Air Serv has three programs in the DR Congo:  

• Goma – Humanitarian air transport services for eastern DR Congo funded by a 
grant from OFDA using two Cessna Caravans and one Twin Otter. 

• Kinshasa  - Supporting the Congo Basin Initiative on a two year contract with 
USAID using one Cessna Caravan and one King Air 200. 

• Lubumbashi – Humanitarian air transport services for the Katanga region funded 
by a grant from The Department for International Development (DFID) using one 
Cessna Caravan. 

 
Sector(s) into which programs fall in the DRC: 
Disaster and Emergency Relief: Air Serv’s program based in Kinshasa is in support of the 
Congo Basin Initiative, which cuts across several categories. 
 
Specific Locations of Projects or Programs: 
Air Serv focuses their efforts on effectively responding to disasters and primarily 
supporting those agencies with whom they work on the ground in emergency relief 
efforts.  Air Serv’s bases are located in Kinshasa, Goma and Lubumbashi.  Their direct 
beneficiaries are the humanitarian agencies, both governmental and non-governmental 
working in the DR Congo. 
 
Funding Sources: 
Air Serv derives its funding from USAID, OFDA and DFID. 
 
Special Concerns: 
Air Serv stays on 24 hour stand by for security and medical evacuations. 
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Baptist World Aid 

 

U.S. Contacts 
Paul Montacute, Director 
Baptist World Aid   
405 North Washington St.  
Falls Church, VA  22046 
Phone:  +1 703 790 8980 
Email:  bwaid@bwanet.org 

Field Contacts 
BWAid does not have overseas offices, but 
rather works with our member body Baptist 
unions/conventions in the country. 

 
Introduction to Baptist World Aid 
Baptist World Aid (BWAid), the compassionate arm of the Baptist World Alliance, 
works through Baptist communities around the world, mitigating suffering and providing 
long-range help for persons in need, regardless of religion, nationality, tribe or class. 
BWAid also helps individuals and communities avoid situations of famine and 
malnourishment as well as improve their capacity for self-help and wage earning. 
 
Agency’s general objectives in the DRC 
The Baptist World Alliance has eight member bodies in the DRC.  Baptist World Aid 
assists the unions/conventions in their programs of relief and development.  BWA 
currently has 17 projects that projects range from orphan care, to educational, to medical. 
 
Sectors into which programs in the DRC fall: 

• Agricultural and Food Production 
• Disaster and Emergency Relief 
• Education/Training 
• Gender Issues/Women in Development 
• Health Care 
• Rural Development 

 
Specific locations of projects or programs: 
Projects are carried out throughout the areas of the DRC where the different 
conventions/unions have programs.   
 
Funding sources: 
Donations 
 
Scale of programs: 
Baptist World Aid is currently seeking funds to support programs totaling $381,474.  
There are currently 1,889,450 individual Baptists who are members of the eight (8) 
member bodies in DRC. 
 
Cooperative efforts: 
Baptist World Aid will be working with our 212 worldwide member bodies in seeking to 
fund these projects.  
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CARE 

 
U.S. Contacts 

Yenu Bezuneh 
151 Ellis Street 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
Tel.: (404) 979-9408 
Fax: (404) 589-2627 
Email: bezuneh@care.org  
Website: www.care.org  

Field Contacts 
Jeff Seed 
Physical Address:  
Av Colonel Mondjiba #1527 
Kinshasa, Ngaliema 
Mailing Address:                   
151 Ellis St NE 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
Phone DRC:  +243-81-982-0918 
seedcarerdc@micronet.cd  

 
Introduction to CARE 
In partnership with others, CARE will reinforce civil society to engage advocacy and 
actions in favor of vulnerable and marginalized groups enabling the latter to claim their 
rights and assume their responsibilities. 
 
Agency’s general objectives in the DRC 
A) Work with civil society, advocate for good governance to ensure household livelihood 
security; and 
 B) Promote the rights and responsibilities of marginalized individuals and groups. 
 
Sectors into which programs in the DRC fall: 

• Gender Issues/Women in Development 
• Health Care 
• Rural Development 

 
Specific locations of projects or programs: 
Equateur, Basankusu: Maniema (Multiple programs working through the province), 
Kasai Occidental & Oriental. 
 
Funding sources: 
Programs are funded by USAID, Echo, Sall Foundation, UNDP-Global Fund, MacArthur 
Foundation, Dutch Gov-TMF, World Bank and CIDA. 
 
Scale of programs: 
The target population number for all programs is over 1.5 million beneficiaries.  
 
Cooperative efforts: 
CARE DRC works closely with IRC, Save UK and Ifesh in several programs including 
DDR and community development.  In a number of programs CARE DRC is working 
with local NGOs to strengthen their ability to advocate for community rights and good 
governance. 
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Catholic Relief Services 

 
U.S. Contact 

Ed Kiely 
Catholic Relief Services 
209 West Fayette Street 
Baltimore MD 21201 
Tel: 410-951-7420 
Email: ekiely@crs.org 

Field Contact 
Nicole Poirier [as of August 2006] 
Country Representative 
12 Bis, Avenue Nyembo 
Quartier Socimat 
Kinshasa, Gombe, Democratic Rep. of 
Congo 
(For mail correspondence, use HQ address) 
Tel: (243)(0)81.700.5052 
Email: npoirier@crscongo.org 

 
Introduction to Catholic Relief Services 
CRS was founded in 1943 by the Catholic Bishops of the United States to assist the poor 
and disadvantaged outside the country. It is administered by a Board of Bishops selected 
by the National Council of Catholic Bishops and is staffed by men and women committed 
to the Catholic Church's apostolate of helping those in need. It maintains strict standards 
of efficiency and accountability. The fundamental motivating force in all activities of 
CRS is the Gospel of Jesus Christ as it pertains to the alleviation of human suffering, the 
development of people and the fostering of charity and justice in the world. The policies 
and programs of the agency reflect and express the teaching of the Catholic Church. At 
the same time, CRS assists persons on the basis of need, not creed, race or nationality. 
CRS gives active witness to the mandate of Jesus Christ to respond to human needs in the 
following ways: by responding to victims of natural and man- made disasters; by  
providing assistance to the poor to alleviate their immediate needs; by supporting self-
help programs which involve people and communities in their own development; by 
helping those it serves to restore and preserve their dignity and to realize their potential; 
by collaborating with religious and nonsectarian persons and groups of goodwill in 
programs and projects which contribute to a more equitable society; and by helping to 
educate the people of the United States to fulfill their moral responsibilities in alleviating 
human suffering, removing its causes and promoting social justice. 
 
Agency’s general objectives in the DRC 
CRS/DR Congo divides its energies between development projects, emergency relief, 
peace & justice, and HIV/AIDS work. Most of our development work is concentrated in 
the Kasai region in the center of the country, and in the Bas Congo region directly 
southwest from Kinshasa. The geographic focus of our emergency relief and 
justice/peace work is the eastern region of the country. We also manage HIV/AIDS and 
street children activities in Kinshasa. The great majority of our partners are diocesan and 
national Church agencies but we also work with several non-Church and Protestant 
partners.  
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Sectors, specific locations, scale and cooperative efforts of CRS’ programs in the DRC: 
Justice and Peace 
Years of armed conflict has had devastating consequences on local communities in the 
DRC. CRS’ largest Justice and Peace project aims to lessen the effects of war through 
peaceful resolution of conflicts, recognition of women’s rights and the creation of a rule 
of law within the ecclesiastical provinces of Mbandaka, Kisangani and Bukavu. Another 
project aims to promote a culture of peace and encourage elementary school students to 
incorporate peace-building principles in their lives. Started in seven pilot schools in 
Lodja, within the Tshumbe diocese, the project is slated to expand to another 10 schools 
in its second year. CRS also actively supported the church’s efforts to conduct civic and 
electoral education, raise awareness about the DRC’s new constitution and train election 
observers. 
 
Community Health 
CRS/Congo works with local partners, primarily diocesan- level medical offices, to help 
improve access to quality primarily health care, with a focus on mothers and children less 
than two years of age. This work, supported by USAID, is especially important in a 
country where churches provide most health care services, as the government has 
virtually abdicated its responsibility in the health sector. With support from the 
UNDP/Global Fund, CRS is also working on a three-year anti-malaria project in eight 
zones in Kasai and Bas-Congo provinces. By training local health workers and 
distributing treated mosquito nets and anti-malarial drugs, CRS hopes to reduce malaria-
related deaths of children under five, and pregnant women. 
 
Agriculture 
CRS currently supports community-based agricultural projects in several areas of the 
country. Since 2004, for example, nearly 20,000 families across the country have 
accessed seeds and tools through CRS Seed and Voucher Fair programs. 
 
Emergency Response 
In 2005, CRS finished training partners and local NGOs from nine dioceses in eastern 
DRC, helping to build their capacity to respond to emergencies and helping to create a 
key network of agencies able to provide a response in emergency situations. CRS has 
also reached out to people displaced by conflict, and those trying to return home, by 
distributing household kits donated by UNICEF, repairing roads and bridges, and 
organizing seeds and tool distributions or seed fairs. More than 24,000 people in 
Maniema province received household items in 2005. In 2006 CRS opened an office in 
Lubumbashi and began assessments and distributions to displaced populations as the 
focal agency for the OCHA/UNICEF rapid response mechanism (RRM). 
 
 
Education 
CRS is working to improve primary education in the North Sankuru District of Eastern 
Kasai province. With the diocese of Tshumbe, CRS is carrying out this three-year project 
to increase literacy rates, improve the quality of instruction and boost the number of girls 
regularly attending school.  
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HIV/AIDS 
CRS supports the activities of two local NGOs. Fondation Femme Plus has used CRS 
help to train more than 650 community HIV/AIDS prevention activists and open four 
sub-offices and nine after-school centers in Kinshasa. CRS helped Education Pour la 
Sante work to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS in the Diocese of Popokabaka. This work 
included starting 14 HIV/AIDS prevention clubs throughout the diocese, providing 70 
schools with prevention materials, training peer educators in more than 50 schools, 
testing 99 percent of blood transfusions for HIV and training 18 health centers to 
correctly diagnose and treat sexually transmitted infections. With USAID, CRS has also 
opened an office in Bukavu and started a three-year project to develop and support 
community-based networks which can provide care and assistance to people living with 
HIV/AIDS, and vulnerable children. 
 
Street Children 
CRS supports the most important organization assisting street children in Kinshasa - 
ORPER (Oeuvre de reclassement et de protection des enfants de la rue)—which manages 
a network of drop-in centers and homes for girls and boys throughout the city. 
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Concern Worldwide 
 

U.S. Contact 
Dominic MacSorley 
Concern Worldwide 
104 East 40th Street, Room 903 
New York , NY 10016 
Tel: 212-557-8000 
E-Mail: dominic.macsorley@concern.net 
Website: www.concernusa.org 

Field Contact 
Tilaye Nigussie, Country Director 
Avenue Likasi No: 8 
Quartier Royal 
Commune de la Gombe 
Kinshasa 
P.O. Box 1028 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
Tel: (243) 081 502 9670  
E-Mail: tilaye.nigussie@concern.net 

 
Introduction to Concern Worldwide 
Concern Worldwide is a non-governmental, international humanitarian organization 
dedicated to the relief, assistance and advancement of the poorest people in the least 
developed countries of the world. Concern’s mission is to help people living in extreme 
poverty achieve major improvements in their lives, which are sustainable without 
ongoing support from Concern. To this end, we engage in long-term development work, 
respond to emergencies and seek to address the root cause of poverty. We work with the 
poor themselves and with local and international partners who share our vision to create 
just and peaceful societies where the poor can exercise their fundamental rights. 
 
Agency’s general objectives in the DRC 
Concern is currently operating in five districts: Kasongo, Kinshasa, Masisi, Kunda, and 
Samba. Concern’s work focuses on the program areas of Livelihood, Security, Health and 
Nutrition.  

 
 Sectors into which Concern’s programs fall in the DRC: 

• Disaster and Emergency Relief- emergency response 
• Health Care 
• Rural Development- livelihood security 

 
Specific locations, sectors, scale, and cooperative efforts of Concern’s programs/projects: 
 
Emergency Nutrition in Kasongo: In the immediate aftermath of the war, an initial 
nutrition survey revealed a global acute malnutrition (GAM) rate in Kasongo of 11.7% 
and a severe acute malnutrition rate of 3.8% (A SAM greater than 1% is considered 
serious). The prevalence of chronic malnutrition remains very high throughout Kasongo 
territory - 51.2% in Samba, 49.6% in Kunda and 40.8% in Kasongo.  Nearly half of all 
children under 5 are stunted due to chronic malnutrition.  In June 2006, Concern 
enhanced its existing supplementary feeding program and implemented a Community-
based Therapeutic Care (CTC) emergency nutrition program in Maniema province. The 
project aims to reduce morbidity and mortality associated with global acute malnutrition 
in children under 5, children aged 5-17, and pregnant and lactating women among the 
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232,596 people living in Kasongo, Kunda, Samba, Saramabila and Lusangi health zones. 
The primary target group includes 10,710 people: 1,400 severely malnourished under 5, 
6,400 aged 5 to 17, and 2,910 pregnant and lactating mothers) 
 
CTC is a public health approach to managing malnutrition that allows for emergency 
response as well as long-term integration into government health systems. This approach 
facilitates minimal interruption to livelihoods and social systems as careers can continue 
with their normal lives while also caring for their malnourished children at home.  
 
The first phase of the Kasongo CTC program has already been completed with the 
training of outreach workers responsible for community mobilization.  The 102 outreach 
staff have been assigned geographical areas in which they been sensitizing the 
community on the CTC approach and identifying and referring cases of malnutrition.  As 
the program continues they will provide education, make home visits and follow up calls 
on non-responders and absentees. 
 
Using the already established supplementary feeding centers (SFCs), Concern plans to 
begin CTC with five Outpatient Therapeutic Programs (OTP) and one Stabilization 
Center in the axis of Kunda. By the project end, there will be 11 OTP sites and four 
stabilization centers integrated to current hospital structures. Beneficiaries who meet the 
criteria for admission will receive medical care and a ration of Ready to Use Therapeutic 
Food (RUTF) – plumpynut, along with a dry ration to prevent sharing of the food 
supplement. The OTP will work on either a weekly or fortnightly basis depending on 
logistical constraints.  Initially the Kasongo Therapeutic feeding center will serve as the 
only stabilization center for acutely malnourished too ill to be home treated.   
 
Emergency Assistance for Return and Reintegration of the Displaced People, 
Central Katanga: Since 1994 Concern has responded to several major emergencies in 
DR Congo in an efficient and timely manner and demonstrated its effectiveness in 
managing the transition from emergency to development.  Concern’s approach is based 
on the establishment of collaborative mechanisms to strengthen local community 
associations and facilitate improvements to the community’s access to livelihood 
opportunities.  
 
Presently, Concern is responding to the IDP crisis and designing a program to assist with 
the resettlement of displaced and returned populations in villages located from Dubie to 
the north of Shamwana in the territory of Pweto, Manono and Mitawba in central 
Katanga by providing essential food, non-food items and increasing households access to 
income and food security. 

 
Specifically, the program aims to assist 17,000 displaced persons (estimated 4,057 
families) to resettle in their villages of origin by providing food and non-food items (food 
rations, seeds and tools and household resettlement kits) to each family. Furthermore, the 
project intends to improve household income for displaced people during the period 
leading up to the next harvest through a food for work program that will rehabilitate 
schools, roads and bridges.  
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Livelihood Security:  In Kasongo, Kinshasa, and Masisi, Concern’s livelihoods program 
aims to reduce absolute poverty and hunger by increasing access to income and food. 
Concern helps households to increase land area used for food production by diversifying 
crops, enhancing soil fertility, and using improved seed varieties. In Kasongo, farmers 
utilized an improved rice variety (with a short growing cycle), which enabled them to 
increase their rice production from 800 kg/ha to 2,000 kg/ha. Frequency in production 
has doubled. In addition, Concern rehabilitated 10 bridges and 17 km of road in Kasongo, 
which has improved access to markets and the transportation of goods. As a result, 
availability and access to food has improved. Local markets now have more vegetables. 
 
In Masisi, Concern works to revitalize the small livestock economy and the agricultural 
extension system through supporting poor households to restore economic and social 
assets destroyed during ethnic conflict and war and through training community-based 
extension workers. Thus far, Concern has strengthened the capacity of local farming 
associations. For example, local associations increased potato production and secured 
13,500 kg of potato seeds in a seed bank, which will enable them to protect their seed 
source and facilitates wider dissemination and replication. In total, Concern’s programs 
directly impacted 1,368 households and indirectly impacted 8,783 households.  
 
Concern’s livelihood interventions in Kinshasa have enabled households to buy 
supplementary food (eggs and vegetables), pay school fees, and buy some household 
items. Concern’s programs impacted 232 households directly and indirectly impacted 
4,652 households. 
 
Health and Nutrition Program:  Concern’s goal is to reduce the risk of mortality due to 
acute malnutrition among the target population in Kasongo, Kunda, and Samba health 
zones. Concern opened one Therapeutic Feeding Center (TFC) and seven Supplementary 
Feeding Centers (SFCs). The program successfully utilizes existing local health 
structures without the need for implementing a parallel arrangement. The ownership of 
the program by the health staff has been instrumental in ensuring success. Concern 
conducted trainings to local health staff to take over program responsibilities when 
Concern withdraws. Beneficiaries have also benefited from a variety of trainings. For 
example, Concern trained 3,272 caregivers accompanying malnourished children how to 
prepare a balanced diet for their children and themselves, good feeding and hygiene 
practices, prevention of sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) including sessions on 
HIV/AIDS, breast-feeding, and gardening. The trainees are expected to apply their 
knowledge and skills to prevent malnutrition in their households.  
 
During 2005, Concern admitted 2,297 children under the age of five and pregnant and 
lactating women into its supplementary feeding centers. Additionally, 723 children were 
admitted into the therapeutic feeding center.   
 
Health surveys conducted by Concern in Kunda, Samba, and Kasongo indicated that the 
nutritional situation throughout the three health zones improved significantly. The rate of 
malnutrition decreased from 11.7% in October 2002 to 5.3% in May 2005. This is 
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attributed to Concern’s health interventions in addition to improvements in security 
within the region, which allowed internally displaced people to return to their villages 
and cultivate their fields.  
 
Future Plans: Concern is in the initial plans of expanding program areas to include an 
emergency livelihood response program in Katanga and implementing a CTC program in 
Kasongo. In addition, a focused approach to mainstream HIV/AIDS will be one of the 
features of future program planning.  
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Food for the Hungry 

 
U.S. Contact 

Sara Sywulka 
Developmental Relief Coordinator 
Food for the Hungry, Inc. 
236 Massachusetts Ave., NE, Suite 305 
Washington, D.C. 20002 
1-(202) 547-0560, extension 104 
sara.sywulka@fh.org  
 

Field Contact 
Maurice Martin 
Country Director 
Food for the Hungry- DRC 
41 Ave Maniema 
Bukavu, DRC 
+243-813-183888 
mmartin@fhi.net 
(Note: Mr. Martin will be leaving in 
December 2006.  Mr. Kostas Kotopoulos 
will take over for Mr. Martin and will 
arrive in DRC in September to begin the 
transition process.) 
Jennifer Luttson 
Director of Finance and Administration 
Food for the Hungry- DRC 
41 Ave Maniema 
Bukavu, DRC 
+243-997-722168 
jluttson@fhi.net  
 

 
Introduction to Food for the Hungry 
Food for the Hungry is an international relief and development organization working in 
more than 45 countries.  FHI seeks to meet the physical and spiritual needs of people in 
its areas of operation.  FHI DRC implements emergency food security and health 
programs, infrastructure rehabilitation, and water/sanitation projects.  FHI DRC has 
served over 3,000,000 beneficiaries since 1995. 
 
Agency’s general objectives in the DRC 
FHI seeks to meet emergency and long-term food security development needs of Eastern 
Congo, complemented by activities to improve access to water, improve sanitation, and 
rehabilitate key roads and bridges to improve access to markets. 
 
Sectors into which programs in the DRC fall: 

• Agriculture and Food Production 
• Disaster and Emergency Relief 
• Education/Training 
• Gender Issues/Women in Development 
• Refugee and Migration Services 
•     Rural Development 
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Specific locations of projects or programs: 
South Kivu, Maniema, Katanga Provinces; South Kivu Province; Mwenga Territory, 
South Kivu; Tanganika District, Katanga; and Kalemie Territory, Katanga. 
 
Funding sources: 
Programs are funded by USAID/OFDA, UN Pooled Fund, TKJ Foundation, 
USAID/Food for Peace, and UNDP. 
 
Scale of programs: 
The target population number for all programs is over 650,000 beneficiaries. 
 
Special Concerns: 
The largest concerns for most of FHI-DRC’s programming stem from security and 
instability.  There have also been difficulties with the late arrival of commodities with 
respect to the agricultural growing. 
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IFES 

 
U.S. Contact 

Carol Kraemer 
1101 15th St NW, Suite 300 
Washington DC 20001 
202-350-6795 
 

Field Contact 
Carmina Sachis Ruescas 
Blvd. du 30 Juin, Galerie du Centenaire, 
1er étage A 
Kinshasa, DR Congo 
+234 999 00 41 64 
CSanchis-Ruescas@ifes.org 
 

 
Introduction to IFES 
IFES is an international non-profit organization that supports the building of democratic 
societies.  Headquartered in Washington, DC, IFES is a U.S. 501(c)(3) organization. 
IFES is also registered in over 20 countries in which they have field offices.   IFES 
provides technical assistance to new and developing democracies in the areas of election 
administration, civil society building, human rights, rule of law and governance.   
 
Agency’s general objectives in the DRC 
IFES’ overall mission is dedicated to the development of the Congolese political process 
during the transition period.  IFES programs in the DRC provide technical election 
assistance to the election management body, support to civil society, and conduct civic 
outreach to educate the population on the electoral process and the transition.   
 
Sectors into which programs in the DRC fall: 

• Democracy and Governance 
 
Specific locations of projects or programs: 
 
Six Democracy Resource Centers provide the base of IFES support to Congolese civil 
society.  The Centers, located in Kinshasa, Kikwit, Lubumbashi, Kisangani, Goma, and 
Mbuji-Mayi, help civil society organizations actively participate in the DRC’s transition 
process. The centers’ outreach programs help local partner associations organize more 
than 400 activities per month in both urban and remote areas.  
 
Funding Sources: 
USAID 
 
Cooperative efforts with other local, international, or governmental agencies: 
Since September 2005, more than 330 member organizations have joined ROPI, a 
network of IFES partner organizations. This national civil society collective participates 
in electoral and post-electoral processes and builds the institutional and advocacy 
capacities of its members so they can more effectively participate in Congolese civic life.  
In February 2004, IFES formed a partnership with the National Democratic Institute 
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(NDI), an organization that strengthens democracy through political party development. 
As a result, IFES and NDI share premises and collaborate on compatible programs. This 
cooperation bears witness to the complementary nature of strong political parties and 
effective civil society groups needed in developing democratic societies. 
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International Medical Corps 

 
U.S. Contact 

Ben Hemingway 
Senior Desk Officer 
1600, K Street, Suite 300 
Washington DC, 20006 
202-828-5155 
bhemingway@imcworldwide.org 
 
 

Field Contact 
Birame Sarr 
Country Director 
International Medical Corps-DRC 
41 Av. Kabare 
Ibanda, Bukavu 
South Kivu, DRC 
Tel: (243)-9809-0552  
bsarr@imcworldwide.org 

 
 
Introduction to the International Medical Corps 
International Medical Corps is a global humanitarian nonprofit organization dedicated to 
saving lives and relieving suffering through relief and development programs. 
Established in 1984 by volunteer doctors and nurses, IMC is a private, voluntary, 
nonpolitical, nonsectarian organization. Its mission is to improve the quality of life 
through health interventions and related activities that build local capacity in areas 
worldwide where few organizations dare to serve. By offering training and health care to 
local populations and medical assistance to people at highest risk, and with the flexibility 
to respond rapidly to emergency situations, IMC rehabilitates devastated health care 
systems and helps bring them back to self-reliance. 
 
Agency’s general objectives in the DRC 
IMC’s programs in DRC aim to reduce morbidity and mortality by providing primary 
health care, nutrition, food security, treatment and awareness for sexual and gender-based 
violence (SV/GBV), and water and sanitation services to 350,000 beneficiaries in 59 
health centers in Kalonge, Bunyakiri and Itebero/Hombo North zones in eastern DRC.  
 
Sectors into which programs in DRC fall: 
•         Disaster and Emergency Relief 
•         Education/Training 
•         Gender Issues/Women in Development 
•         Health Care 
•         Refugee and Migration Services 
•         Rural Development (water & sanitation) 
 
 
Specific locations of projects or programs: 
OFDA, Stichting Vluchteling (SV) and UNDP support IMC’s programs in Eastern DRC.   
IMC is partnering with a local hospital in Bukavu to bolster the referral system, develop 
an onsite fistula repair capacity and ensure that the hospital and IMC can jointly address 
the chronic healthcare needs presented by SGBV survivors. 
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Funding Sources: 
OFDA, Stichting Vluchteling, UNDP 
 
Scale of programs: 
Eighty percent of IMC’s beneficiaries in DRC are Internally Displaced Persons. 
 
Cooperative efforts with other local, international, or governmental agencies: 
IMC works closely together with the Ministry of Health (MoH) to build the capacity of 
the local health system by providing essential drugs and medical supplies to health 
facilities, training staff, providing logistical support, ensuring quality service delivery and 
supervising activities. IMC also trains community-based health workers and local health 
committees to deliver local programming in disease prevention, hygiene promotion and 
SG/GBV awareness and prevention. IMC is also a principal partner of WFP, UNICEF, 
FAO, and UNFPA. 
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International Rescue Committee 

 
U.S. Contact 
David Johnson 
Program Officer, Great Lakes 
International Rescue Committee 
122 East 42nd Street 
New York, NY 10168-1289 
phone: (212) 551-0992 
fax: (212) 551-3185 
email: David.Johnson@theIRC.org 

Field Contact 
Alyoscia D’Onofrio  
Country Director 
International Rescue Committee – DRC 
34 Avenue Pumbu 
Kinshasa/Gombe,  
DR Congo 
Tel:   +243 (0) 815 146 884 
Sat:   +873 762 842 515 
email: Alyoscia@theIRC.org 

 
Introduction to the International Rescue Committee 
Founded in 1933, the IRC is a global leader in emergency relief, rehabilitation, protection 
of human rights, post-conflict development, resettlement services and advocacy for those 
uprooted or affected by conflict and oppression. 
 
Agency’s General Objectives in the DR Congo 
The International Rescue Committee has provided humanitarian assistance in the DRC 
since 1996. Currently, the IRC is one of the largest humanitarian actors in the country. 
The IRC’s programs focus on meeting urgent humanitarian needs, reviving basic services 
destroyed in the long civil war, and finding long-term solutions involving local 
communities. 
 
Sectors into which programs in the DRC fall: 

• Disaster and Emergency Relief 
• Education 
• Gender-Based Violence 
• Health Care 
• Civil Society Development 
• Demobilisation of Child Soldiers 

 
Specific locations of projects or programs: 
The main office in DRC is in Kinshasa.  IRC also implements programs out of bases in 
Kananga, Kisangani, Bunia, Bukavu, Mwenga, Kamituga, Kitutu, Minembwe, and 
Mbandaka. 
 
Funding sources: 
The IRC derives its funding from the following agencies: DFID, Europe Aid, USAID, 
OFDA, UNIFEM, UNICEF, World Bank, Comic Relief, CIDA, and Stichting 
Vluchteling. 
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Scale of programs: 
Approximate number of Beneficiaries: 2,250,000 
FY2006 Budget: $11.8M 
 
Cooperative efforts with other local, international, or governmental agencies: 
The IRC - DRC is implementing programs in partnership with EDC, CARE and IFESH.  
The IRC also has partnerships with over 50 local organizations. 
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Pact 

 
U.S. Contact 

Sandrine Mabaya  
Program Officer                                                                                                                        
1200 18th Street, Washington, DC,20036                                                                               
Tel:202-466-5666 ext.254                                                                                  
smabaya@pacthq.org 

Field Contact 
Richard Culp Robinson, 
DRC Country Representative & Chief of 
Party                                         
Pact DR Congo                                                                                                                      
Immeuble BCDC 3eme etage,                                                                              
Portes No.35-36                                                                                                              
No.285 Ave. Mwepu et Munongo                                              
Commune de Lubumbashi Rep. Democ. du 
Congo                                                                                       
Tel: 011-243-81-510-0101 or  011-243-81-
073-9555                                                                                                                                                                                                   
pact@ic-lubum.cd    
 

 
 
Introduction to Pact 
Pact's mission is to help build strong communities globally that provide people with an 
opportunity to earn a dignified living, raise healthy families, and participate in democratic 
life. Pact achieves this by strengthening the capacity of grassroots organizations, 
coalitions and networks and by forging linkages among government, business and the 
citizen sectors to achieve social, economic and environmental justice. 
 
Agency’s general objectives in the DRC, specific locations of projects or programs, 
funding sources, and cooperative efforts with other local, international, or 
governmental agencies: 
Pact began working in the Katanga, Southern province of the DRC in April 2003 under a 
grant from USAID to prevent child abandonment as a response to the growing number of 
street children in Lubumbashi and elsewhere in the DRC and Africa. The program is 
called “Separated and Abandoned Children program” also known as AMKENI, “Wake 
up” program. This program targets the needs of child mothers, children accused of 
witchcraft, street children, displaced minors, child soldiers, child laborers, and children 
orphaned by HIV/AIDS. Working in partnership with child-centered and community-
based organizations, Pact seeks to enlist full community involvement in developing 
indigenous, sustainable systems for prevention and response to these vulnerable children.   
In October 2003, Pact began its market approach to livelihood improvement. This 
program is called “MALI (Market Approaches to Livelihoods Improvement)”. It is a 
four-year strategy designed to assist the DRC in its transition to a sound democracy with 
a healthier, better educated population, benefiting from improved livelihoods. The goal of 
this approach is to increase rural household food security and incomes in the Katanga 
province through a sustainable livelihoods approach and through leveraging other 
community and donor resources.                                                                                                                     
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Under the MALI program, a global women’s empowerment program has been initiated, 
called WORTH. It has been incorporated into the project’s three-pronged approach, 
which links agriculture, micro-enterprise development and women‘s empowerment, to 
increase the economic viability of struggling households while empowering women to be 
leaders within their communities. Currently, 5,200 women are working through the 
literacy curriculum and preparing to establish themselves as transparent and functioning 
village banks in the five areas of Lubumbashi, Likasi, Kolwezi, Kamina and Kalemie. 
 
In June 2004, Pact started a microfinance program called KUJENGA UHURU, “Building 
your own freedom,” with a goal to assist over 2000 laid-off Gecamines workers to start 
viable farm, agro-processing and other micro enterprise ventures. It is a two-year project 
funded by the World Bank.                                                                                                        
 
In May 2006, Pact has entered into a co-operative agreement with Anvil Mining Congo 
(AMC). Pact will assist AMC to achieve significant, tangible and sustainable benefits to 
the communities located in the region of AMC's operations with a view to achieving a 
sustainable improvement in the social and economic well-being of these people. The 
Anvil Social Development Program (ASDP) seeks to contribute to the reduction of 
poverty among communities surrounding Anvil Mining in the Dikulushi-Kilwa-Pweto 
area of the Katanga region.  
 
Sectors into which programs in the DRC fall: 

• Business Development, Cooperatives and Credit 
• Agriculture and Food Production 
• Education/Training 
• Gender Issues/Women in Development 
• Rural Development 
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Refugees International 

 
U.S. Contact 

Rick Neal 
202-828-0110, ext. 220 
RI does not have fixed assignments. 
ri@refintl.org  
 

Field Contact 
RI does not have field offices. 

 
Introduction to Refugees International 
Refugees International generates lifesaving humanitarian assistance and protection for 
displaced people around the world, and works to end the conditions that create 
displacement. 
 
Agency’s general objectives in the DRC 
RI’s goal is to help ensure an adequate and sustainable response to humanitarian needs 
among IDPs, returning refugees, and host communities, not only through advocating for a 
better humanitarian response, but also steps to improve security, funding, and 
coordination. 
 
Sectors into which programs in the DRC fall: 

• Advocacy and Policy 
• Disaster and Emergency Relief 
• Human Rights/Peace/Conflict Resolution 
• Refugee and Migration Services 

 
Specific locations of projects or programs: 
RI has no ongoing projects.  RI will conduct three missions to the DRC in 2006. 
 
Funding sources: 
Private foundations and individual donors.  RI does not accept funding from governments 
or the United Nations. 
 
Scale of programs: 
When working to address specific humanitarian needs, our work might have an impact on 
just a few thousand people; when advocating for increased humanitarian funding or 
security sector reform or other broad issues, our work might affect hundreds of 
thousands. 
 
 
 
Cooperative efforts: 
Over the past few months, we have coordinated advocacy with the InterAction DRC 
Working Group and OCHA. 
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Special concerns: 
There is a real lack of a government interlocuteur for humanitarian issues; in general, it 
does not seem that the government of the DRC nor candidates for national office are 
focused on the fact that there are 1.7 million IDPs in the country and 450,000 refugees in 
other countries, nor are they focused on taking responsibility for their well-being and 
security. 
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Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation 

 

 
U.S. Contact 
William Barron 
Director 
Information Management and Mine Action 
Programs (iMMAP) 
Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation 
1025 Vermont Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
Tel: (202) 557 7571 
Email: wbarron@vi.org 

Field Contacts 
Jwamir Rashid 
Survey Coordinator 
Explosive Remnants of War (ERW) 
Survey, Phase II 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
Cell : (+243)811-624-808 
Email: jdizayee@vi.org 

 
Introduction to the Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation 
VVAF is an international humanitarian organization that addresses the causes, conduct 
and consequences of war through programs of advocacy and service for victims of 
conflict. 
 
VVAF’s Information Management & Mine Action Programs (iMMAP): 

• Coordinates, supports, and implements humanitarian information management 
activities and landmine impact and unexploded ordnance (UXO) surveys in 
developing countries around the world. 

•  iMMAP’s work forms the basis for setting priorities for humanitarian relief and 
development, economic recovery, landmine clearance and victim assistance.  

 
iMMAP represents a continuous effort during more than five years to achieve 
international consensus on the effective application of survey and information 
management approaches to the global landmine problem and broader social and 
economic requirements in complex humanitarian emergencies and post conflict societies.   
 
iMMAP 

• Started from the basic premise that implementing organizations, national 
authorities and donor governments needed to be able to define the global 
landmine problem’s physical, social and economic dimensions as a prerequisite 
for effective planning, resource allocation and advocacy. 

• Its efforts resulted in broad international acceptance of landmine survey 
standards and socio-economic measures of landmine/UXO impact.   

 
Agency’s general objectives in the DRC 
VVAFs iMMAP is contracted by the United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS) to 
conduct an Explosive Remnants of War (ERW) Survey, Phase II, in the DRC to 
determine the extent and general impact of ERW, Abandoned Ordinance and Hazardous 



_____________________________________________________________________
InterAction Member Activity Report: Democratic Republic of the Congo 
October 2006 

37

Ordinance, and inform national Humanitarian Mine Action activities and support rapid 
and efficient mitigation of threat to the population in that country. 
 
Sectors into which programs in the DRC fall: 
Refugee and Migration Services:  
VVAF’s iMMAP focuses on socio-economic surveys in areas where there is actual or 
possible return of refugees or IDPs to their places of origin or relocation to safer areas. 
 
Specific locations of projects or programs: 
Phase I of the ERW Survey was conducted in the Katanga region. Phase II is being 
conducted in the Equateur province. 
 
Funding source(s): 
UNMAS, US Department of State for the Phase I 
 
Scale of programs: 
Under Phase I, a total of 149 communities were surveyed with a value of $445,265. 
For Phase II, 199 communities have been visited until now.  
 
Cooperative efforts with other local, international, or governmental agencies: 
VVAF’s iMMAP has been working in collaboration with UNMAS since 2004, and with 
the Mines Advisory Group since 2005. 
 
 
 
 
 


