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Key Messages
Cereal prices continue to decline from record levels in 2008, but remain high.

Insecurity and drought have affected a substantial number of people.

Different agencies are concerned with the critical food security situation of the country where, 4.8 million people are 
estimated to be in need of food assistance.

The government is implementing measures in support of low-income households.

Background
In Ethiopia, total population was 80.71 million in 2008 with an annual growth rate of 2%, The FAO assessed that 46% of the population 
was undernourished in 2005.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population - 2008 (WB) 80713434

Population growth rate - 2008 (WB) 2%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2008 (WB) 870

Population below 1$ PPP per day - 2005 (MDGI) 39%

Rural population - 2007 (WB) 83%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2008 (WB) 42%

Prices

Cereals: Cereal prices have declined from their record levels, 
but remain above pre-crisis levels. Wheat prices dropped by 
almost 32% between Sept. 2008 and Jan. 2009, becoming the 
most affordable cereal crop. Wheat wholesale prices have 
been basically stable in the last months, ranging between 5.8 
ETB/Kg in Oct and 5.4 ETB/Kg in Jan. However, wheat prices 
in Addis Ababa (419.32 USD/Ton) were much higher (97%) 
than international prices of Wheat US No2 Hard Red Winter, 
fob Gulf (213 USD/Ton) in January.
Livestock: In the pastoral region of Afar and the northern 
zones of Somali Region, pastoralist terms of trade are poor 
because of low animal prices and high cereal prices. 

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2005 (FAO) 46%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2005 (FAO) 66%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption - 2005 (FAO) 2%

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2006 (WHO) 11%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2006 (WHO) 56

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2006 (WHO) 42%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years n.a.

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

Political tensions with Eritrea continue. In the predominantly 
pastoral and agro-pastoral areas of the Somali region, an 
ongoing conflict combined with drought has complicated the 
delivery of assistance. According to WFP there are currently 
more than 10 million people who have been affected by drought.

Refugees and IDPs 2006 2007 2008

Total in the country 97326 85395 85417

Total outside the country 90510 89368 95552

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 22/10/2009.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert

No Floods - - -

No Earthquakes - - -

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.
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Vegetation Condition

At this stage of the dry season, normal vegetation conditions 
are observed for the major part of the country. The general 
indicator of vegetation condition provided below is the relative 
difference between the NDVI for January 2010 and the average 
of the last 10 years, calculated on the agricultural zones derived 
from the GLOBCOVER land cover database (2005).

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec

Food Security Situation

The number of people in need of emergency food assistance 
from January to June 2010 is officially estimated at 4.8 million. 
According to GIEWS and FEWSNET the country is facing 
severe localized food insecurity in the short term. WFP and 
IFPRI agree there will be extremely alarming and very high 
hunger also in the long term.
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Following successive seasons of below?average rains, an 
estimated 6.2 million people remain acutely food insecure, mainly 
in the eastern half of the country, and require emergency food 
assistance. In addition, ...more
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Food Balance Sheet

Early indications of 2009 “meher” season crops point to a 
reduced production compared to the previous year. This is 
mainly due to late and erratic “meher” rains and long dry spell. 
The decrease in production has been observed especially in the 
eastern regions and in the lowlands.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

The Government has allocated lands to foreign investors to 
increase agricultural production.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

n.a.

Producer oriented measures Land allocated to investors

Trade policy measures n.a.

Safety net (increased or introduced) Programme continued

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

SOMALIA-ETHIOPIA: Mamo Tukuye, "I would like to die at home with...
ETHIOPIA: Condom creations grace the catwalk
ETHIOPIA: Gov’t rejects politicized food aid claims
ETHIOPIA: Bright lights, big city is high risk for students
ETHIOPIA-SOMALIA: Rising numbers of illegal immigrants enter Som...

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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European Union and implemented by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.
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