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HIGHLIGHTS 

TRANSITIONAL AREAS AND DARFUR  

 DSRSG Mission to Abyei, South Kordofan, Muglad (p 1-2) 
 Villages affected by Sennar Dam project in Blue Nile (p 2) 
 Water shortages in Keilak Locality (p 2) 
 Girls education Survey in Kassala (p 2-3) 
 Outbreak of dengue fever in Port Sudan (p 3) 
 Deforestation in Darfur: Nearly 7,300 trees recently cut for firewood and charcoal (p 3) 

 

ABYEI 
RECOVERY AND DEVELOPMENT 
DSRSG Mission: On 5 April, the DSRSG visited Abyei to meet with the Abyei administration, Misseriya leadership and 
UNMIS staff to discuss security issues.  The DSRSG reiterated the importance of unhindered humanitarian access in 
Abyei and the need for full implementation of the Permanent Court of arbitration (PCA) decisions. It is hoped that the
visit will enhance continued engagements with authorities and Misseriya leadership on the ground and that positive 
progress will be achieved in addressing some of security challenges in Abyei. It is crucial that the wider Misseriya
community be informed of decisions reached with their leaders as there have been instances where the youth have 
reneged on decisions because they were unaware of agreements reached.  Throughout the elections and leading to 
the referendum, security concerns will require continued attention by the UN in collaboration with local authorities. 
Domboloya off limits to UN: Domboloya is still a no-go-area for the UN while most of Abyei area remains under UN 
security phase 3, requiring mandatory armed escorts for all UN staff movements to the field.  
Returns process: This week funding was approved by the new HAC Federal Commissioner in Khartoum for the return 
of 20,000 IDPs to Abyei. The process for the release of funds is underway and a date is yet to be confirmed by the 
authorities.  
Continued construction of Dokura reception site: The Dokura reception site is almost completed, with construction 
of the fence to begin on 11 April by the TCC Engineers. SSRRC/HAC and the returns committee assured that the site 
will be secured and items protected. 
COORDINATION 
Food Security and Livelihoods: In the coordination meeting on 8 April, a review of the general food situation in Abyei 
indicates that a total of 52,058 beneficiaries are currently provided with food aid (figure excludes returnees).  Road 
blockages reported last week continue to negatively impact the availability of essential commodities in Abyei leading to 
higher prices of food items. WFP pre-positioning of food will likely be affected if the situation is not brought under 
control. Furthermore, nomads are reportedly on the move crossing River Kirr with their cattle with reports of grazing 
land and water becoming scarce. The Department of Agriculture reported that a total of 20,448 feddans in 79 villages 
with 4,354 households have been cleared for cultivation. 
SECTOR UPDATES 
FAO: A total of 18,400 heads of livestock were vaccinated in March 2010. FAO has started pre-positioning seeds and 
tools including livestock inputs targeting 6,000 households for the coming planting season. 
ACAD: Established two vegetable gardens as demonstration farms in Telewan and Rukjaba. ACAD is currently 
implementing a small ruminant restocking project targeting 150 households in collaboration with IOM and has 
completed distribution to 19 beneficiaries.  
IOM: IOM continues their support to Abyei communities through the NGOs ACAD, WARDS and Mercy Corps. Mercy 
Corps plans to provide hand tools for 1,800 families and WARDS to 1,200 households. ACAD has plans to support a 
goat restocking targeting 150 households.   
WFP: Food aid distribution for March is finalized and verifications were conducted with regards to food distribution in 
four locations. The locations were re-profiled for food distribution and it was noted that 6,000 people have changed their 
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locations.  WFP started distribution for April and pre-positioning food for 10,000 beneficiaries that will be covered up to 
September.  
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 Follow up on Khartoum and authorities for the planned IDP returns to Abyei 
 Coordinate inter-agency/INGO coordination meetings. 
 Field visit to the reception centre to follow up and coordinate on reception centre construction activities. 
 Coordinate with agencies on the humanitarian contingency plan for Abyei. 

 

BLUE NILE STATE 
RECOVERY AND DEVELOPMENT 
Peace-Building: In support to the re-integration component of the DDR process in Blue Nile State, FAO in 
collaboration with Islamic Relief Agency (ISRA), ADRA, Mubadiroon and HAD are providing an animal restocking 
package (goats, sheep, cows) to previously trained ex-combatants on animal husbandry.  Out of the 1689 ex-
combatants, almost 1000 registered and are currently receiving animals with provision of food, vaccines and drug 
treatments. 
Villages Affected by the Heightening of Sennar Dam: On 8 April, the Sennar Dam Heightening Technical Committee 
met for the first time since it’s’ inception by the UN state team. The meeting was chaired by UNMIS-Human Rights and 
participants agreed to develop a strategy involving government counterparts to approach the Dam Administration. The 
Dam administration has made a policy not to share any information regarding the number of affected villages, families 
and subsequent compensations with regards to the project.  

 

SOUTHERN KORDOFAN  (KADUGLI AND MUGLAD) 
Southern Kordofan (HERR) 
DSRSG visit to Muglad: On 5 April, DSRSG (Political) Lidder visited Muglad after having spoken with the Abyei 
Locality Commissioner, Locality Security Committee, and local leaders including the Native Administration. The main 
purpose of the visit was to listen to the aggrieved Misseriya to identify UN-led political and recovery solutions towards
preventing current migration-related conflicts. RCSO-HERR/Kadugli accompanied the DSRSG in the meetings, which 
confirmed the need to shift focus from humanitarian emergency projects to more recovery-oriented projects for 
neglected areas, such as Muglad.  It was noted that UNICEF alone allocated nearly one million dollars for WASH 
projects through its government partner in 2009.   
In Kadugli, the DSRSG was also briefed on the work of the UN office in Muglad, the increased visibility of UN projects in 
the area, inclusion of Misseriya groups into the Muglad Working Group meetings, QIP plans, and solicited support from
donors and the Government to allocate funds and budget for water projects in Muglad and Keilak.  
Muglad Working Group Meeting: In order to facilitate Muglad Working Group Meetings (WGMs) more efficiently, 
UNICEF suggested that it could send WASH/Education Sector Lead (UNICEF) periodically to Muglad WGMs or provide 
some particular information upon  request vis-à-vis   RCSO-HERR/Kadugli. Meanwhile, the WG decided to send one of 
the co-chairs (INGO) of FSL/WASH/Health to MCM to share discussion points into the State Level mechanism. It is 
hoped that the recommended approaches will bridge gaps created by physical distance and unreliable communication. 
Lagawa Locality: As a follow up to the WASH & Health assessment conducted in Lagawa Locality, per RPCM’s 
requests it was agreed that UNICEF/ WASH would readjust its workplan projects in Lagawa Locality to embrace 
Education, Veterinary Services, and Water for cattle. RPCM agreed to consult directly with NGOs.  
HUMANITARIAN DEVELOPMENTS 
Water shortages in Keilak Locality: As a follow-up to the verification report of RCSO-HERR on water shortages in six 
villages in Keilak Locality, UNICEF will conduct a technical assessment in all verified villages, with the exception of a 
village where 220 HHs left the area, leaving only 50 people remaining due to water shortages.  
IDPs in Rihaid Himaidan in Muglad area: As a follow up to the UN multi-sector assessment conducted on IDPs in 
Rihaid Himaidan, RCSO-HERR/Muglad persuaded SC-Sweden/Muglad to construct huts for the IDPs and WFP’s FFW 
project. RCSO-HERR/Kadugli will fellow up with SC-Sweden/Kadugli.   

 

KASSALA AND GEDAREF STATE 
RECOVERY and DEVELOPMENT  
Girls Education Survey:  Last week, Directorate of Girls Education of State Ministry of Education disseminated the 
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report of the girls' education survey conducted earlier this year in all Kassala State Localities. The survey was 
supported by Plan-Sudan - CIDA funded Project for enhancing the rights of the children in Kassala State and aimed at 
improving the condition of children, specifically in the area of access to education for girls. The survey revealed minimal 
participation of girls, particularly in Hamesh Koreib, Telkook and Shamal Eldelta localities. The survey attributed the low 
intake of girls to a number of factors which included early marriage, poverty, a shortage of drinking water, particularly in 
Shamal Eldelta and Telkook Localities, lack of interest by parents, a shortage of educational facilities and equipment,  
long distances especially in Shamal Eldelta and Wadelhileiw, and a number other cultural considerations.  
Recommendations to improve the participation of girls included: a free school feeding programme to retention in 
Telkook and Rural Kassala Localities, free transportation to and from school, provision of in kind assistance to 
households, and improvements in the recruitment of female teachers.  The government agreed to coordinate with UN
agencies, donors and others in order to improve drinking the water supply situation in Shamal Eldelta, Telkook, New 
Halfa, Nahr Atbara and West Kassala localities.   
HUMANTARIAN DEVELOPMENTS   
State Ministry for Social Affairs promotes Voluntary Work: On 5 April, the State Minister for Social Affairs and the 
Kassala HAC organized a one day forum entitled "Voluntary Work: from traditionalism to professionalism" on voluntary 
work in Kassala State on the occasion of the visit of the new Federal HAC commissioner. Over 200 participants from 
different national voluntary organizations, government offices and activist groups, attended the forum.  Participants 
discussed the existing challenges national NGOs face in gaining access to international funding, as well as emergency 
preparedness.  

 

RED SEA STATE 
RECOVERY and DEVELOPMENT  
German Agro Action visits Red Sea State: On 6 April, German Agro Action conducted a familiarization visit to Red 
Sea State where they were briefed by the RCSO on existing gaps resulting from the expulsion of three INGOs from the 
state last year. German Agro Action is exploring areas of programming in line with its organizational mandate to support 
food security and livelihoods. 
HUMANITARIAN DEVELOPMENTS  
Dengue fever outbreak: WHO reported an outbreak of Dengue Fever in Port Sudan which reached approximately 
2142 cases as of 10 April, with 9 deaths. WHO, in collaboration with the State Ministry of Health in three departments, 
is working to control the outbreak, strengthen the surveillance system, and boost health education. 

 

THREE DARFUR AREAS 
RECOVERY AND DEVELOPMENT 

Food Security and Livelihoods: Last week, the SD Ministry of Agriculture reported that the post harvest assessment 
report was finalized and submitted to the Economic Panel of the State cabinet for final approval. According to the 
SMOA the report is expected to be released by next week.  However, due to serious problems encountered by MoA in 
completing and collecting the responses from Aldein, Adilla, Bahar Alarab and Asalaya localities, the latter were omitted 
from the analysis. Partners discussed on the gap and agreed to share field updates with special emphasis from the 
stated localities.  
Deforestation: On 6 April, WVI made a presentation to the members of FSL forum on the deforestation of Hamada 
forest 78 km N of Nyala. Preliminary results of the assessment showed that Hamada forest covers an area of 143 
square Km. Before the conflict, there were only 700 HH living in Hamada area but due to Darfur conflict there are more 
than 217 IDPs HH living in Manawashi IDPs camp who are entirely depending on Hamada forest  for their  livelihood. 
Every month 7,300 trees are cut for fire wood and charcoal and 355 donkey carts of fire woods are collected and 
loaded per week. Urgent measures are required, otherwise environmental and livelihood consequences will be 
catastrophic. The assessment recommended increased environmental awareness among the communities, promotion 
of extensive tree planting and protection in partnership with NGOs, the Forestry National Corporation and local 
communities so as to consolidate efforts to save Hamada forest from complete deforestation. 
Livestock Working Group: The Veterinary Laboratory Research Centre in Nyala reported in the Livestock working 
group meeting that they conducted animal diseases surveillance and collected 23, 000 different samples from Sharia, 
Greida, Nyala and Aldein localities. Other samples are to be sent to Central Laboratory in Khartoum for examination 
due to lack of some diagnostic kits.  
INGOs: 
ZOA: Reported that they conducted assessment in collaboration with Ministry of Animal Resources MoAR to monitor 
and evaluate the activities of community animal health workers (CAHWs) who were trained by ZOA in Belil locality. 
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ZOA managed to install a small veterinary pharmacy to be managed by CAHWs with full supervision of MoAR. 
Samaritan’s Purse (SP): Reported that they conducted vaccination and treatment campaign in Tulus locality. During 
the campaign 76,275 and 5,215 different animals were vaccinated and treated respectively in collaboration with FAO 
and MoAR. CAHWs who were trained by ICRC and FAO were involved in this campaign. SP has also carried out a 
training to livestock herders on better livestock husbandry and the manual prepared by MoAR was used for this training. 
HEALTH:  
Meningitis update: On 7 April, the Ministry of Health (SD) reported only one case of suspected meningitis last week. 
The total number of suspected meningitis cases are 42 (mainly in Nyala and Belil localities).  The Ministry of Health, in 
collaboration with UNICEF and WHO, completed a vaccination campaign in Belil last week and started the meningitis 
vaccination campaign on 8 April in Nyala town.  
Saudi Red Crescent deploy two ambulances to camps in Southern Darfur: On 7 April, the Saudi Red Crescent 
(SRC) reported to the health coordination meeting that they received two ambulances to work in Kalma, Belil, and 
Sakali camps in Nyala. SRC provided supplies to Labado clinic and started serving the area. 
High incidents of schistosomiasis:  The Ministry of Health in collaboration with CORDAID conducted a 
schistosomiasis indicators survey in Aldein locality which showed a high incident of the disease in Abu Jabra and some 
other areas in Aldein.  A mass treatment in Abu Jabra is recommended to cover the whole population under the age of 
15.  The State MoH and CORDAID are working to estimate the target population figures and calculate the drug needs. 
For further HUMANITARIAN DEVELOPMENTS in Darfur please refer to OCHA bulletins: www.unsudanig.org 

 

SOUTH SUDAN OVERVIEW  
Coordination 
The Integrated Office met with the new British Stabilisation advisor for Southern Sudan, who has been deployed to Juba 
for a year.  Both parties agreed to coordinate closely on situation analysis. 
UNMIS Regional Operations Centre (ROC) is now operational, with active participation of the Integrated Office.  Although 
SOPs are not yet finalised, it was agreed that ROC members would meet on a daily basis during the elections period. 
The ROC currently includes: UNMIS Political Affairs, SIOC, Electoral, Civil Affairs, PIO, Radio Miraya, Human Rights, 
Joint Logistics Centre, UNMOS, UNPOL and Protection of Civilians sections.  OCHA and the Integrated Office are also 
members, and ensure that the ROC sitreps are shared with the UNCT.  

 

CENTRAL EQUATORIA STATE (CES) 
Situation in Wonduruba payam: On 7 April, a Medium Range Patrol travelled to Wonduruba payam, accompanied by 
the State Integrated Team (SIT).  Following LRA attacks in 2009 people were displaced to Wonduruba from villages 
closer to the Southern international border, and IDPs remain wary of returning permanently unless they can be assured 
adequate security.  Despite concerns, the IDPs continue to travel to their villages to cultivate land. The geo-political 
status of Wonduruba remains un-determined as it is not clear if it is part of Juba or Lainya County. Along with three 
other payams, it will likely form a new County.  SIT will continue to assess this caseload. 

 

EASTERN EQUATORIA STATE (EES) 
Small Arms Policy: On 8 April, the Governor held meetings to nominate the Community Security and Small Arms 
Control (CSAC) steering committee at the state level, which included members of the State Government, line ministry 
officials, UNDP, and representatives of the State Integrated Team (SIT), with UNMIS as observers. 
Humanitarian coordination: There is an ongoing discussion about food distribution to schools and hospitals, and SIT 
is assisting in this discussion between the State Government and WFP. 
Emergency response capacity for elections: On elections preparedness, the SIT coordinated a list of agencies and 
NGOs to identify emergency response capacity in coordination with OCHA Juba. 

 

JONGLEI STATE (JS) 
Clashes between the Murle and Jie: In Pibor County, recent ethnic clashes between the Murle and Jie led to 
approximately 250 households of ethnic Jie displaced into Boma town (comprised mostly of Murle).  Murle and Jie 
settlements are only a couple of kilometers apart and there is pressure from the Murle to re-locate the Jie out of the 
area.  There has been tension between the groups for some time over allegations that the Murle seek to dominate the 
area. 
Humanitarian coordination: Coordination meetings are on hold until after elections. 
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First FM radio station launched in Jonglei: The first FM radio station in Jonglei, and which is privately owned, began 
broadcasting from the capital Bor. Construction work of the Sudan Recovery Fund funded State radio office is planned 
to start next week. 
Returns to Bor County: On 30 March in Bor County, there was a return to Jalle payam of 5280 individuals from near-
by payams who were displaced by floods in March 2009.  Further follow-up is being conducted on this caseload.  

 

LAKES STATE (LS) 
Humanitarian actors meet with SPLA Commander in Akot: Following numerous incidents relating to 
commandeering of humanitarian agency trucks, representatives of international organizations and NGOs met with the 
Akot SPLA Commander who claimed that uniformed thieves are the main source of insecurity. 
WFP food distribution suspended: WFP has suspended food distribution until after elections.  All distributions are 
completed for March and April and the organization has pre-positioned for May distributions.   

 

NORTHERN BAHR EL GHAZAL STATE (NBEGS) 
Humanitarian delivery: WFP plans to distribute food-aid within the state to a total of 238,761 beneficiaries.  FAO 
revealed plans to distribute tools and seeds to 30,000 households.   
Water Accessibility: There is a growing water need in South, East and Centre in Awiel.     

 

UNITY STATE (US) 
Cattle raids between Panyjar Country and Rumbek North and Central Counties: From 2-8 April, cattle raids 
resumed between Panyjar County (Unity State) and Rumbek North and Central Counties (Lakes State).  Local 
authorities in Unity have requested assistance from UNMIS to facilitate liaison with the South Sudan Policy Services 
(SSPS) in Lakes State.  Both State Integrated Teams will address the matter with SSPS and local authorities in their 
States right after the voting period. 
Pariang Country Commissioner requests more humanitarian assistance: The NGO World Vision International is 
conducting three projects in Pariang County in food-security livelihoods, child protection and human rights, and 
vocational and skills training, in order to support sustained reintegration. In a 9 April meeting with the County 
Commissioner, the Commissioner requested more projects in the area, especially in health and WAT-SAN, and 
agricultural development. 
Contingency planning for the elections: On 8 April, UNMIS POC led the development of an UNMIS contingency plan 
for the elections period with participation of the State Integrated Team (SIT). 
Returns: There are reports of an increase from Northern Sudan of spontaneous returns prior to the elections.  More 
information on the precise numbers are still to be confirmed with SSRRC/ IOM.  

 

UPPER NILE STATE (UNS) 
Elections: Election currently domains the scene and humanitarian activities have been suspend in the meantime.  

 

WARRAP STATE (WS) 
Humanitarian coordination: On 1 April, a coordination meeting was facilitated by the State Integrated Team between 
the state’s caretaker Government and agencies and NGOs.  The focus was on WFP’s ANLA, which showed that severe 
malnutrition is estimated to be between 13 and 20%, mainly due to drought and clashes within the state.  WFP’s plan in 
2010 is to reach 468,060 beneficiaries. So far, most of this number has been provided with food-aid.  However, there 
have been some problems with food distributions in the state Capital Kwajok, where operations were subsequently 
suspended following the looting of two rural rubb-halls and destruction of one.  Some communities have also refused 
rations complaining that the size was too small. To resolve these issues, it is proposed that the state leadership be 
briefed on food distribution criteria and processes and improvements be made to the community beneficiary selection 
system. 
Returns: From January to April, IOM reported 245 HHs of spontaneous returns. 

 



 6

WESTERN BAHR ELGHAZAL STATE (WBEGS) 
WatSan: The State Ministry of Rural Water and Sanitation, with support of UNICEF, plan to drill two bore holes and are 
in discussions with the contractor.  
Returns: From January to March, the total number of spontaneous returns was 584 HHs (3558 individuals), the 
majority having gone to Raja County where they will require reintegration assistance.  The returnees are reportedly 
from the North and surrounding states including South Darfur.  
NFI kids distributed in Jur River County: On 8-9 April, NFI kits were distributed to 1091 households in Jur River to 
IDPs adversely affected by cattle raids in February.  Some families have returned and SIT continues to monitor this 
group. 

 

WESTERN  EQUATORIA STATE (WES) 
Attempted looting in Ezo County Napere refugee camp: On 6 April, an attempt to loot a food store in Ezo County 
Napere refugee camp by suspected LRA elements was prevented by a combined response of the Arrow Boys, UPDF 
and SPLA soldiers. 

The RCSO Weekly Report is a consolidation of weekly field reports produced by RCSO field offices, based on information from 
state level United Nations, NGO and government partners. For further information or state contact details, please contact 
jamala@un.org (HERR/RCSO Khartoum) or  Sandra Kugonsa Isingoma: isingomas@un.org  (RCSO Juba). For previous 
reports, please refer to: http://rco.unsudanig.org/ . 

 
 

ABBREVIATIONS: 
ANLA :Annual Needs & livelihoods Assessment 
AWD: Acute Water Diarrhoea 
CSAC: Community Security and Arms Control Programme 
CHF: Common Humanitarian Fund 
DG: Director-General 
EC: European Commission 
GBV: gender based violence 
HAC: Humanitarian Aid Commission 
JIT: Joint Integrated Team (formerly RCSO & RRR) 
RRR: Return, Reintegration and Recovery 

 
SAC: Sudan AIDS Commission 
SMOA: State Ministry of Agriculture 
SMOH: State Ministry of Health 
SRRC: Sudan Recovery and Relief Commission 
SSPS: South  Sudan Policy Services 
WAD: World AIDS Day 
WG: Working Group 
WES: Water , Environment and Sanitation 
UNST: UN State Team 
USG: Undersecretary General 


