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HUMANITARIN RESPONSE FUND (HRF): INNOVATIONS IN 
HUMANITARIAN FINANCING 
Tall and gracious, clad in a vivid blue dress and a loose 
beige sweater, Marsa Gnamoac sits on a small wooden 
chair in her tukul discussing the hardships she has been 
forced to endure since returning to Akobo after being 
displaced by floods in early August. Marsa lives in a 
cramped tukul in Tiergol, Akobo, roughly 207 kilometers  
west of Gambella town in south-western Ethiopia.  At age 
34, she is raising four children on her own while her husband 
searches for work across the border in Sudan. Three of her  
 
 

 
children are of school age, yet there are no  
schools for them to attend in Tiergol. The children have had 
recurrent bouts of bloody/watery diarrhea and she complains 
that there is no adequate medication or clean water supplies 
available. Marsa’s tukul bears witness to some relief items -- 
blankets, cooking pots, jerry cans, agricultural tools and 
plastic sheets she received from the humanitarian agency 
ZOA Refugee Care, funded by the Humanitarian Response 
Fund (HRF). Large seed sacks standing a metre high, 
emblazoned with the words “USAID”, rest in the corner of 
her tukul ready for cultivation.  
 
The assistance is the result of financing from the 
Humanitarian Response Fund in Ethiopia, a humanitarian 
resource pool committed to addressing acute emergencies 
throughout the country. As one- pillar of humanitarian 
reform, this emergency financing mechanism has 
contributed more than $19 million since its inception towards 
emergency assistance in three primary areas: the Horn of 
Africa drought, the Floods, and the Acute Watery Diarrhoea 
(AWD) outbreak. 
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Focus on Ethiopia is produced by UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), in 
collaboration with other UN agencies and partner NGOs. 
Focus on Ethiopia provides a monthly overview of 
humanitarian trends and activities in Ethiopia, as well as 
focusing on particular issues of interest. Send comments, 
suggestions and contributions to ocha-eth@un.org
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Made possible by donor contributions from the 
governments of the UK, Netherlands and Norway, Sweden 
and Spain, the HRF has been a pioneer in the realm of 
humanitarian assistance for the last two years, responding  
to some of the most severe crises and marginalized 
people throughout Ethiopia. In March 2006, the HRF was 
instituted as a principal emergency funding mechanism 
under the auspices of the United Nations Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) and 
managed by the UN Humanitarian Coordinator.  
 
The Fund is designed to minimize gaps in emergency 
response. Typically, areas of intervention include water 
and sanitation, health and nutrition, non-food items, 
emergency livestock and agricultural interventions. From 
March 2006 to July 2007, the HRF funded nearly 40 
responses to emergencies throughout Ethiopia. Of these 
40 response projects, approximately 50 percent of the 
funds were allocated to drought response, 30 percent to 
flood response, and 20 percent to address the AWD 
outbreak. These responses were completed by 
implementing agencies such as UNICEF, CARE, FHI, SC 
UK, Oxfam, CRS, IRC, WV, FAO, MERLIN, PSI, SC US, 
ACF, FHI, CCF, DPPA, ZOA, and IOM.  
 
The largest project ever funded by the HRF was a 
versatile intervention through UNICEF, totalling $2.7 
million benefiting 30,000 people with water interventions. 
Five major components - health, nutrition, hygiene, water 
and sanitation - for Somali Region and Borena Zone of 
Oromiya Region supported construction of hand dug wells, 
latrines, and bore holes and the rehabilitation of water 
schemes. Over 30,000 people benefited from these water 
interventions.  
 

 
Partnerships are the crux of the HRF and the reason for its 
progressiveness and effectiveness. The innovation behind 
the fund lies in its system of networks and partnerships, 
which continuously builds upon a pool of donor money to 
support rapid humanitarian response in the critical 
junctures of an emergency. A Review Board consisting of 
UN, NGOs and government representatives provides  
 

 
technical review of proposals and recommendations for 
approval. Inclusion of the DPPA on the Board and using the 
Cluster and Sectoral Leads in the project review process has 
been created as a transparent and inclusive mechanism. 
 
 “The HRF is a reliable mechanism for emergency 
response.” explains Tim Mander, Emergency Program 
Coordinator for CARE International, “It has significantly 
changed our [NGOs] relationship with UN partners allowing 
us to talk to them on equal terms with organizations like 
UNICEF, FAO, and others.”  
 
The Fund also partners with research institutions and think 
tanks. The HRF has established and maintained 
relationships with institutions like the Tufts University 
Feinstein International Center in order to facilitate research 
and effective engagement. Other institutions affiliated with 
the HRF have collaborated in mutually beneficial ways. Dr. 
Thomas F. Clasen from the Department of Infectious and 
Tropical Diseases at the London School of Hygiene & 
Tropical Medicine explained: "In assessing the water,  
sanitation and hygiene response to the AWD outbreak in  
Ethiopia, we used three Master of Science students in public 
health to conduct the necessary field work.  It was a win-win 
situation for all concerned.  UNOCHA and its implementing 
partners received a comprehensive report at a comparatively 
low cost, and our students had an interesting and 
challenging opportunity to apply the skills their learned in the 
classroom in a practical and meaningful setting."  
 
Although the HRF has been a strategic disaster/emergency 
relief structure that has served as an innovative blueprint for 
humanitarian assistance, there are certain lessons to be 
learned from past initiatives. Take for example the AWD 
outbreak response.  Overall, the submission of proposals, 
the review, and the ultimate turn-around time of project 
proposals typically lasted a matter of days. Still, the transfer 
of funds was less timely. In general, the Humanitarian 
Coordinator opts for agencies with the means of pre-
financing emergency activities rather than those with lesser 
endowments. More recently, these agencies without the 
means to pre-finance activities may turn to National Disaster 
Prevention and Preparedness Fund for an advance loan of 
emergency funds to be repaid upon disbursement of the 
HRF Grant, an alternative source of funding. At the federal 
level, delays of up to four months were recorded for the 
release of funding by UNOCHA. Nonetheless, the velocity of 
responses and money transfers are the primary aspects of 
fine-tuning future engagement with partners.  
 
Crisis response is a tricky business. Responding to these 
urgent, life-threatening matters is a delicate and often 
complicated process. Above all, it is an intricate process that 
requires great expedition, coordination, and flexibility in order 
to exhaustively address the needs of the Ethiopian people. 
As the floods recede and the dry season approaches, Marsa 
will have to face a whole new host of challenges and 
setbacks. The faster the response, the easier it will be for 
Marsa to get back on her feet and support her family. In the 
end, these are the moral obligations that provide fuel to this 
engine.  
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REGIONAL OVERVIEW 
 
Somali  
Implementation of humanitarian recommendations from 
the UN interagency mission has progressed during the 
month. Government ministries and UN agencies prepared 
joint response plans indicating total sectoral requirements 
as well as available funds and gaps. The CERF secretariat 
has agreed to consider proposals for US$ 3 to 4 million for 
the humanitarian response, while HRF intends to allocate 
additional funds.  
 
In addition, between 28 to 30 October, a UN security 
assessment identified potential field offices in Degehabur 
and Kebridehar towns to establish UN presence. WFP is 
taking the lead in setting up the joint offices. UN Agencies 
are preparing to deploy staff beginning November. 
Moreover, DPPA has accredited a number of NGOs to 
work within areas of military operation in the five zones of 
Degehabur, Gode, Fik, Warder and Korahe.  
 
Furthermore, OCHA’s Pastoralist Communication Initiative 
facilitated a discussion on the humanitarian, development 
and livelihoods situation of the region on 1 November. The  
forum brought together UN Agencies, donors and leaders 
of the region including the Vice President, Cabinet 
Members, Bureau Heads and community leaders in order 
to gain a deeper understanding of the region.  
 
To compliment the efforts of the existing regional 
coordination meeting, a humanitarian coordination forum 
chaired by Pastoralist Coordination Development Office 
with support from DPPB and OCHA was established 
during the month. The forum will assist to coordinate 
humanitarian response with specific focus on the current 
situation in the region. It is envisaged that the forum shall 
address issues relating to access, who does what where, 
and challenges faced in the region. 
 
The restriction on the movement of commercial trucks and 
livestock continues to affect livelihoods. Persistent 
increases in price of cereals and livestock were observed 
during the month. The price of imported food also 
continued to increase due to inadequate supply. The 
current deyr rains also hampered the limited trade 
movements from Somalia as some parts of the road have 
already become inaccessible.  
 
Meanwhile, an estimated 2,600 people returned to their areas 
of origin following receding flood waters in 7 kebeles of 
Mustahil and 2 kebeles of Kelafo woredas. Although the 
current water level of Wabishebelle is low, additional flooding 
is anticipated along the basin with the present deyr rains. 
Reports form the area indicate that pasture and livestock 
conditions are deteriorating and completely exhausted in 
most of grazing areas of Mustahil and Kelafo woredas. The 
physical condition of livestock is deteriorating, resulting in low 
milk supply. The general human and livestock health is 
currently stable and there were no reports of outbreak of 
diseases. Prices of local cereals and imported food items 
continue to rise while livestock price in both woredas has also 
increased steadily. 
 
 

 
relief response in the flood affected areas has been slow 
further deteriorating the fragile humanitarian situation.  In 
response, 720 tonnes of emergency relief food has arrived in 
Gode to be pre-positioned for anticipated flooding. UNICEF 
has provided NFI emergency kits including water guard, 
soap and essential drugs to Kelafo health centre.  
 
WFP is working on  a  new  allocation  plan  in collaboration 
with   the  Disaster  Prevention and Preparedness  Agency  
(DPPA)  for approximately 950,000 beneficiaries in the region. 
DPPA has waived the tendering process for the transportation 
of relief food in order to ensure timely dispatch. Moreover, 
transportation of the second round relief food allocation is 
ongoing. To date, 89 percent of the 5,369 tonnes has been 
dispatched to the five zones under military operation areas – 
Fik, Warder, Gode, Korahe and Degehabur. 
 

 
According to the Regional Health Bureau, five woredas in 
Jijiga, Shinile and Fik continue to AWD report cases of AWD.  
Other reports indicate that the disease re-emerged in Moyale 
woreda in Liben zone at the onset of the deyr rains.  
 
The performance of the deyr rains during the month was 
rated as poor in terms of coverage and intensity. The rains 
have been delayed in all the zones and birkad dependent 
areas were already experiencing shortage of water 
particularly in Shilabo, Kebridehar woredas and in Afder 
zone. 
 
A large desert locust infestation was reported in Kebridehar, 
Debewoyin and Shekosh woredas of Korahe zone; and 
Gashemo woreda of Degehabur zone; Kelafo and Gode 
woredas in Gode zone; Hamero and Fik woredas in Fik 
zone; and all woredas of Warder zone. The infestation 
destroyed browse and pasture and is spreading to other 
areas. Reports indicate that the locust crossed the border 
from Somalia. The Regional Agricultural Bureau sent a team 
to the affected areas to assess the situation. In addition, the 
East African desert locust control manager went to Jijiga to 
discuss the issue with the regional LCNRDB (Livestock, 
Crop and Natural Resource Development Bureau). Lack of 
information on the movement and breeding sites of locusts 
and a shortage of relevant expertise and capacity in the 
areas of health professionals and logistics were among the  
major challenges that impeded effective and timely 
response.  
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A standard nutritional survey conducted by SC-UK in Fik 
and Hamaro woredas in Fik zone reported a critical 
malnutrition status with a global acute malnutrition rate 
(GAM) of 20.8 percent and a severe acute malnutrition 
rate (SAM) of 1.4 percent. The situation is further 
exacerbated by such aggravating factors as poor food 
availability at household level, reduced commercial trade 
and high food commodity prices. Poor terms of trade due 
to declined livestock market prices, very high morbidity 
prevalence, and AWD also contribute to the deteriorating 
nutritional status. According to the survey, many people 
from Fik and Hamaro woredas have migrated to 
neighboring regions and some have crossed the border to 
Kenya and Djibouti. Among the immediate interventions 
recommended include: provision of general relief food 
assistance for at least three months and implementation of 
a one month blanket supplementary food distribution for 
under five children, pregnant and nursing women 
supplemented by a CTC/OTP intervention. Immediate 
deployment of a mobile health team with adequate 
emergency drug kits to treat and control AWD cases was 
also recommended. 
 
Since December 2006, screening for malnutrition has not 
been conducted under the TSF/EOS programme and 
supplementary food distribution has not occurred since 
May 2007. Moreover, there is no information available on 
the plan to resume the programme. In order to fill the 
existing gap, discussions are underway with NGOs 
working on emergency nutrition responses. 
 
UNHCR conducted Somalia refugees identification and 
verification exercise in Bare woreda, Afder zone. To date, 
an estimated 24,000 beneficiaries have been registered in 
Kebribeyah and Aware woredas. 
 
Amhara  
Meher crop production prospects are generally good in 
most parts of the region apart from some pocket areas 
where water logging damaged crops. Meanwhile, AWD 
continued to be of concern with new areas reporting 
cases.  
 
All zones of the region have received two-to-three day 
rains during the 1st and 2nd dekad of the month. While rain 
at this time is unusual, it was beneficial for late planted 
crops.  
 
AWD is currently reported in almost eight zones – North 
Gonder, South Gonder, Oromiya, North Wello, South 
Wello, Agew Awi, West Gojam, East Gojam and Bahir Dar.  
 
According to the regional Bureau of Health, the disease 
has affected 45 woredas and 181 kebeles.  
 
According to the Bureau of Agriculture (BoA), 99 percent 
of the meher planted area is ready for harvesting. The 
incidence of natural calamities like shortage of rain, 
hailstorm, pests and diseases has been minimal during the  
season as compared to previous years. There are, 
however, reports of locust infestation in Metema, Quara  

 
 
and Armachiho woredas of North Gondar zone. According to 
the BoA, the pest, which crossed border from Sudan, 
affected 8742 hectares (ha) of cropped land and 1,959 
hectares of pasture land in Metema, Quara and Armachiho 
woredas.  
 

 
In general, however, the physical condition of livestock has 
improved due to sufficient pasture and water availability.  No 
unusual livestock disease outbreak was reported during the 
month. 
 
Reports indicate that the price of staple food has declined 
from September by 15-to-25 ETB per quintal in places where 
there are both from belg and meher season harvests and in 
areas where PSNP food distribution is ongoing. The price of 
livestock, however, still shows an increasing trend. 
 
MSF-H reported decreased admissions in Tsegeda woreda, 
North Gondar zone. The decrease over the last few months 
was believed to have been caused by decreased access due 
to the rainy season rather than animprovement in nutrition. 
MSF-Holland anticipates higher admission rates now that the 
rains have stopped even though it is the end of the hunger 
gap.  
 
CONCERN has just completed a standard nutritional survey 
in South Wello zone. Survey results have not yet been 
shared with ENCU but preliminary findings for Dessie 
indicate a SAM of 1.1 percent and a GAM of 11.9 percent. 
This is a vast improvement from survey results found in 
January 2007 which indicated a GAM of 16 percent. The 
improvement in the belg dependant South Wello zone is due 
to the belg harvest.  
 
Meanwhile, the region has completed the tendering process 
for identifying transporters to dispatch the second round 
distribution of Targeted Supplementary Food (TSF) as part 
of the Enhanced Outreach Strategy (EOS) programme. A 
total of 3,532 tonnes of supplementary food will be 
distributed to 126,806 beneficiaries, targeting malnourished 
children under the age of five, pregnant and nursing women 
from the beginning November.  
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SNNP 
A landslide in Mello Koza woreda of Gamo Gofa zone has 
reportedly killed three people, displaced 42 households, 
and damaged 15 hectares of crops.  

 
The performance of rains has been reportedly poor in 
most woredas of Bench Maji and Hadiya zones leading to 
fears of drought particularly in the highlands of Hadiya. 
The rains, however, have continued at medium level in all 
woredas of Gamo Gofa, Kaffa and most parts of the 
region. If the rain continues as such, it may adversely 
impact on crops ready to be harvested. In general, 
however, the overall performance of crops throughout the 
region is good. In most parts, crops such as wheat and 
barley are at flowering stage, while teff is being harvested.  
 
There are reports of increased incidences of malaria in 
Alaba Special Woreda. Malaria also continues to be of 
concern in Konso and Sidama zone. Increased AWD 
cases are also reported from Kedida Gamela and 
Kachabira woredas of Kembata Tembaro zone and in 
West Badewacho of Hadiya zone.  
 
There was an outbreak of ‘Aba Gorba’ livestock disease in 
Arbegona woreda of Sidama zone that is now under 
control. There are, however, reports of similar outbreaks in 
Aroresa woreda of Sidama zone and Derashe Special 
woreda. Meanwhile, there are reports of a disease 
outbreak that affects goats and sheep in Alaba Special 
woreda. The disease, which was initially reported in six 
kebeles, is now spreading to neighboring woredas.   
 
Prices of various crops such as maize, wheat, barley and 
teff have decreased as harvesting is ongoing in most parts 
of the region. The price of livestock has also decreased 
particularly in Guraghe, Sidama and Dawro zones. 
Livestock prices, however, have increased in Derashe 
Special Woreda.  
 
AWD cases continued to be reported during October. Five 
of SNNPR’s eleven zones are now reporting active cases 
namely – Sidama, Gurage, Hadiya and Kembata Tembaro 
zones and Alaba Special Woreda. Between 8-12 October, 
WHO/Expanded Programme Initiative team in 
collaboration with the Regional Health Bureau conducted 
training on surveillance for participants from Wolayita, 
Kembata Tembaro and Gedeo zones in Dilla town.  
 
It has been decided by EOS/TSF regional partners to 
postpone the second round of food distribution due to 
overlaps in screening and food distribution activities and 
shortages in the pipeline. Social mobilization is being 
conducted jointly by all partners to inform the community. 
Meanwhile, EOS screening has commenced in some 
areas.  
 
Afar 
Tree and Desert Locust infestation has affected vegetation 
and browse in parts of the region.  In general, however, 
the overall food security situation in the region remains 
stable. Flood affected households in Gewane and Bure  

 
 
 
Mudaytu, however, still require assistance to sustain the 
recovery process.  
 
Desert and tree locusts have been reported throughout the 
region. According to October’s Food Security and Early 
Warning update from the Disaster Prevention and Food 
Security Bureau and Save the Children-UK, a swarm of 
desert locusts have infested pocket areas of Elidar and Dalll 
woredas in Zone 1 and Zone 2. Damage to vegetation in 
Elidar has been reported by an assessment team that visited 
the area. In Dalll woreda, there are unconfirmed reports of 
infestation in Bada Ademeru and Bada Erimile kebeles. 
These kebeles are dependent on sorghum cultivation, which 
could be targeted by the locusts.  
 
There are also reports of tree locust infestation in parts of 
Dubti, Mille, Teru and Elidar woredas. DPPFSB, APRDB and 
SC-UK conducted a rapid assessment indicating tree locust 
infestation in Musilli, Serdo and Ayrolaf na Gebelaitu kebeles 
of Dubti woreda. The locust is anticipated to reduce browse 
and is feared to spread to neighboring areas. APDA have 
reported that large areas of grazing land replenished by the 
favourable performance of the sugum rains have been 
largely depleted limiting pasture availability and in some 
cases leading to early migration of livestock.  

 
The livestock condition is in general good with favourable 
milk production particularly in camels. Cases of livestock 
disease, however, were reported in pocket areas. There 
were suspected cases of peste de petit ruminants (PPR) 
disease in Amibara woreda affecting shoats. Contagious 
caprine pleuro pneumonia cases were also observed in 
Furcy kebele affecting goats. A Shoats disease known as 
Kodboda in the Afar language was also reported in pastoral 
kebeles of Daba and Sahana Musli kebele. Local Elders 
have speculated that the ‘Kodboda’ disease could be 
attributed to the tree locust infestation.  
 
New flooding occurred during the month affecting Mego, 
Harrisa, Gennetti, Dakha and Hurugubi kebeles of Afambo 
woreda, situated in the lower part of the Awash Basin. In 
Mego kebele, 1,500 people were reportedly displaced, 270 
hectares of maize and sorghum were washed away and 25  
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hectares of sesame and groundnut at flowering stage were 
damaged. The gravel roads to the kebeles have destroyed  
 
and the kebeles remain surrounded by water. There are 
fears that water borne disease could increase.  
 
Bure Mudaytu woreda continues to be affected by flood 
waters. Some affected areas are still inaccessible by road. 
Access by foot is available although water levels vary from 
knee high to chest high from place to place. CARE and 
local government officials visited affected areas during the 
month. The team observed that approximately 75 percent 
of those displaced have now been able to return home and 
have begun rehabilitation of their homes. Approximately 
200 homes, however, have been destroyed in Debel 
kebele with residents still living in temporary shelters. 
 
In response to the flood in Bure Mudaytu and Gewane 
woredas, CARE has finalised targeting and screening of 
2,750 households (16,500 individuals) to provide 
household utensils and supplementary food. 
  
AWD cases continued to be reported in all five zones of 
Afar during October. Elidar woreda was newly affected in 
zone 1. Hot spot areas were Chifra woreda in zone 1, 
Dalol woreda in zone 2 and Ambibara woreda in zone 3. 
CARE’s monthly report indicated that there were increased 
AWD cases in Amibara woreda during the month. The 
situation was reportedly exacerbated by an influx of daily 
labourers for the cotton harvest. CARE in collaboration 
with the RHB provided assistance to health institutions and 
promoted hygiene and sanitation education in vulnerable 
kebeles.  CARE also started construction of seven 
communal latrines in Ambibara, Gewane and Bure 
Mudaytu woredas.  In addition, the organization distributed 
water guard, jerry cans and medical supplies in flood 
affected woredas. Furthermore, CARE funded Ambibara 
woreda to install water pipe lines.  
 
The RHB deployed six health workers to newly affected 
areas to provide support on case management and CTC 
organization. UNICEF provided the Regional Water 
Bureau with 300kg of chlorine.  
 
Meanwhile, APDA deployed two teams to Yalo and 
western Teru woreda in north western parts of Zone 4 and 
Dalul woreda in Zone 2. In Dalul woreda, the outbreak was 
affecting communities on both sides of the Raggele Ba’ad 
River. In Yalo, APDA health workers treated approximately 
74 cases scattered in 4 kebeles including Dirma, the most 
westerly kebele of Teru that adjoins Yallo. Urban areas 
continue to be hot-spots and cases are now reported in 
Datta Bahari, Dubte Woreda where Afar pastoralists and 
farming communities co-exist in several permanent 
villages.  
 
Market prices of cereals such as maize and wheat have 
increased during the month due to the late distribution of 
safety net grains. The price of goats on the other hand has 
reportedly decreased due to an increase in supply.  
 

 
The region has completed distributing TSF to 40,169 
beneficiaries identified as malnourished through the EOS.  
The next round of EOS screening is planned for mid-
November.  
 
Oromiya 
The performance of the hagaya rains in Borena zone during 
the month was rated as below normal with reports of 
inadequate and erratic rainfall particularly in lowland kebeles 
of Yabello, Teltele and Arero woredas. As a result  
pasture condition in most parts was very poor.  
 
Nevertheless, the hagaya rains have improved water 
availability in highland areas. The lowland areas, however, 
still have water shortages.  
 
The physical condition of livestock in Moyale, Dire, Mio and 
some part of Arero woredas was rated as poor. Distress 
migration in search of pasture and water for livestock was 
also observed. The situation could further exacerbate if the 
hagaya rains continue to perform poorly.  
 

 
A DPPA-led joint verification assessment conducted in the 
lowland woredas of Borena and Guji zones from 29  
September to 16 October 2007 indicates a deteriorating food 
security situation due to the poor performance of ganna and 
hagaya seasons. Preliminary findings of the assessment 
indicate that approximately 91,000 people in the five 
woredas of Borena zone need emergency relief assistance 
including food aid and water interventions for the coming 
three months. The physical condition of livestock in Moyale, 
Dire, Dillo woredas, and parts of Arero woredas in Borena 
zone has been severely affected. Crop production has also 
significantly failed and increased cases of malnutrition, 
particularly in Moyale woreda, Borena zone was observed. 
Pastoralist livelihoods are also of concern due to unfavorable 
market conditions. Terms of trade is negatively affecting 
pastoralist livelihoods. Prices of livestock have decreased 
and accessibility of markets is constrained by long distances 
to reach the market points. Local coping mechanisms in 
Borena have reportedly weakened. Prices of food grain, on 
the other hand, have shown signs of increase.  
 
Continued prevalence of AWD was reported during the 
month. Babile woreda in East Hararghe zone and Chole, 
Seru, and Degeluna-Tigo woredas in Arsi zone were newly 
affected during the month.  Active cases continued to be  
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reported from Merti, Digalo, Tigo, Sewana and Shakiso 
woredas. Two WHO surveillance officers and a consultant  
are supporting the response in Arsi zone. In addition, 
Oromiya Regional Government launched a millennium 
sanitation campaign on 19 October with a comprehensive  
 
AWD strategy. The Ethiopian Red Cross West Shoa zone 
branch donated three tents to be used for CTCs.  
 
Apart from a localized dry spell in lowland areas, the 
performance of meher crops in East and West Hararghe 
zones was good. In a few areas of Chiro and Doba 
woredas, however, heavy storms resulted in damages to 
fields of crops and localized low crop production is 
expected. Landslide has reportedly affected 575 people in 
Dursitu kebele of Grawa woreda according to a team 
comprised of woreda emergency task forces. A federal 
verification assessment team recommended a two month 
emergency food ration.  
 
CARE in its October update indicates that the market price 
of crops has been frequently fluctuating and consistently 
increasing in local markets of East and West Hararghe 
zones. As a result, low income households have been 
negatively affected.  
 
The second round distribution of TSF as part of the EOS is 
ongoing with prioritization to East and West Hararghe 
zones. Remaining dispatches, however, for other areas in 
the region have been postponed due to immediate 
shortages of vegetable oil. The total beneficiary number 
for the region is 166,255. The next round of EOS 
screening has commenced in the region. 
 
Gambella 
During the month flood waters have receded in Gambella 
Region enabling people to return home and resume their 
livelihoods. For some, however, crops have been 
destroyed illustrating the need for seed distribution.  
 

 
 
Meanwhile, cross border negotiations took place between 
Ethiopia and Sudan in the region.  
 
FAO conducted a fact finding mission between 10-17 
October and observed substantial impact of flooding in 
2007 compared to previous years including the 
devastation of more than 8,000 hectares of cropped land. 
Maize, sorghum and groundnut seeds were all identified in 
need.  

 
In response to other immediate needs, MSF-Switzerland 
completed a distribution of NFIs to an estimated 41,000  
flood affected people along the Baro River between 
Gambella town and Lare.  The NFI kits included jerry cans,  
mosquito nets (LLINs), blankets, plastic sheeting, and  
soap as well as water purification (water maker) to reduce 
risk of water related diseases.  
 
As part of the EOS progamme, the region completed 
distributing the first round of TSF for 2,525 malnourished 
children under the age of five, pregnant and nursing women.  
 
A regional WASH orientation and review meeting was 
conducted from 15-17 October 2007, in Gambella town 
supported by UNICEF. Participants included environmental 
health workers, the Regional Health Bureau (RHB) and 
representatives from woreda and zonal health offices. The 
workshop focused on coordination, mobilisation and 
integration.  
 
UNICEF WASH section made a project partnership 
agreement with the Ethiopian Rainwater Harvesting 
Association for the construction of roof top water harvesting 
structures in schools in the region. Gog and Abobo woredas 
were selected as project sites due to endemic Guinea worm 
disease and poor availability of other water sources.  
 
The tenth Ethiopian Sudanese Border Commission Meeting 
was held in Gambella town from 14 to 17 October bringing 
together 60 senior officials from the neighbouring countries 
to discuss common border concerns. Such issues as 
strengthening the security of the common border; population 
movements; trade; repatriation of Sudanese refugees; and 
cross border ethnic conflict including the Murle incursions 
were discussed.  
 
Tigray 
Apart from reports of showers in Raya Azebo, Werei Leke, 
Medebay Zana, Tselemtig and Ahferom woredas, rains have 
now ceased in the region. As a result, sorghum that was 
sown late in the season has been affected in Ray Azebo and 
Tangua Abergelle woredas.  
 
On 27 October, hailstorm affected more than 500 
households in Tahtay Koraro woreda. Approximately 80 to 
90 percent of 900 hectares of land planted with such crops 
as teff, finger millet and sorghum was damaged. Additional 
damages have been reported in Tselemti and Tanqua 
Abergelle woredas by boll worm and sorghum chaffer 
respectively. Moreover, in Humera woredas an estimated  
 
3,000 hectares of farm land was affected by a desert locust 
swarm, the damage has not yet been assessed.  
 
With the exception of finger millet, sorghum, maize and teff, 
which have reached grain filling and maturity stages, most 
crops, were at harvesting stage. In some woredas, however, 
late sown crops including chick pea and vetch were at 
growth stage.   
  
The availability of water and pasture has improved and as a 
result the physical condition of livestock is normal in all  
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woredas. There were no reports of livestock disease 
outbreak.  
 
With the exception of AWD in Kafta Humera, Alamata and 
Anderta woredas, there was no major human health 
outbreak. In response, 730.3 MT grain, 22 MT of 
vegetable oil, 102.8 MT Famix and 73 MT pulse, was 
dispatched to Kelakil kebeles and to residents in Tahtay 
Koraro, Zalanbessa town and Kafta Humera woredas. In 
addition, following a request from the region, DPPB has 
dispatched feeding utensils to the affected woredas. At the 
end of the month, MSF-Holland handed over CTCs it had 
been running in Mycadra, Dansha, and Humera hospital to 
the RHB. 
 
On 21 October, a fire was reported in Humera hospital. 
Eight rooms with laboratory equipment, drugs and 
documents were destroyed with an estimated property 
loss of birr 3,824,000.  
 
Twelve woredas in five zones reported cases of AWD 
during the month. Hot spot woredas included Kafta 
Humera in Western Tigray zone, Alamata and Enderta in 
Southern Tigray zone. WHO provided financial support for 
training of health workers, disease surveillance and 
essential drug procurement and to conduct community 
health education in affected areas.  
 
Apart from some food distribution points, the first round of 
TSF distribution under the EOS programme was 
completed. The second round distribution for 79,016 
malnourished children under the age of five, pregnant and 
nursing women will be conducted in November.  
 
Beneshangul Gumuz  
A suspected AWD outbreak was reported in Dangur and 
Mandura woredas of Metekel zone during the month. 
Investigation is ongoing to confirm the cases.  
 
In response, a regional AWD committee was established 
to facilitate coordination. UNICEF is supporting community 
mobilization, health education, water treatment and case 
management. Moreover, in Mandura woreda, a woreda 
level coordination committee has been set up and a CTC 
site has been established. WHO has deployed a 
consultant to provide technical assistance and assess the 
situation. 
 
UNICEF also conducted an AWD care and case 
management and CTC management protocol training for 
40 participants during the month. 
 
The region completed distributing the first round of TSF to 
3,724 beneficiaries identified under EOS/CSI. Meanwhile, 
preparations are underway to conduct the second round 
distribution. 
 
 

UPCOMING AND ONGOING MEETINGS  
                                         
In Addis Ababa 
 
November 9,16,23,30 UN Department of Safety and 

Security Meeting, DSS office, 
09:30hrs (Open to all) 

 
November 12                     Meher logistics meeting, DPPA,  
                                           11:00 hrs 
November 14               Methodology group meeting, DPPA,      

9:30hrs 
 

November 13, 27  WASH Emergency Task Force 
Meeting, MoWR, 10:00a.m (Open to 
all)  

 
November 13, 14, 15          UN Inter-Agency training, Yoly Hotel  
                                            (UN-Internal Only) 
 
November 14, Mapping Taskforce meeting, Addis 

Ababa University, Science faculty, 
09:00hrs, (Open to all) 

 
November 14 HRF Review Board meeting, UN 

OCHA, 15:00hrs (UN-Internal Only) 
 
November 15 Information sharing meeting on the 

Humanitarian Situation in Somali 
Region, UNDP, 15:00hrs, TBC 
(Invitations only) 

 
November 21 Health Partners Forum Meeting, 

WHO Conference room, 14:30hrs 
(Open to all) 

 
November 28 MANTF (Multi-Agency Nutrition 

Taskforce Meeting), DPPA, 14:00hrs 
(Open to all) 

 
REGIONAL MEETINGS 
 
Somali Region 
 
November 12 Humanitarian Co-ordination Forum 

Meeting, Pastoralist Coordination 
Development Office (PCDO), 
09:30hrs Jijiga (Open to all) 

 
November 15 United Nations Regional Team 

Meeting, UNHCR, 10:00hrs, Jijiga 
(Open to all) 

 
November 26 Coordination Meeting, DPPB,         

15:00hrs, Gode (Open to all) 
 
November 27 Nutrition Task Force Meeting, 

Regional Health Bureau (RHB), 
15:00hrs, Jijiga (Open to all) 

 
November 27 Flood Task Force Meeting, DPPB, 

Gode (Open to all) 


