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This report was issued by the Regional Office for Southern and Eastern Africa (ROSEA). It covers the period from 
25 March to 09 April 2010.  The next report will be issued within the next two weeks. 
 

 

As the rainfall season comes to an end, 
a few countries are still reporting 
sporadic cases of flooding, mostly 
along the Zambezi River.  

The Inter-Tropical Convergence Zone 
(ITCZ) continues its northwards 
migration. Between 13 and 19 April 
2010, no significant rainfall is expected 
over the currently flood-affected areas 
or their surrounding basins. However, 
further flooding can occur due to slight 
rainfall in basins already experiencing 
floods, or flood waves making their way downstream, particular in the 
Cunene, Cuvelai and the Zambezi basin.  

Between 28 March and 03 April 2010, above average rainfall occurred 
over eastern Botswana, northern Namibia, and southern Angola. The 
rainfall over northern Namibia and southern Angola may add to the 
flooding that is already being experienced in the Cuvelai and Cunene 
basins, which straddle the Angola-Namibia border. The rainfall that 
occurred in eastern Angola, which forms part of the upper Zambezi 
River basin catchment area, could lead to a continuation of the 
flooding that is occurring in the Caprivi region of Namibia.   
 

 
Flooding has been reported in four provinces in Angola. Following reports of flooding in Cunene Province, a 
joint UN-Government assessment team deployed on 04 April 2010 to determine the extent of the damage. 
The assessment team returned on 06 April 2010, and a report should be issued shortly.  
 

 
A multi-sectoral assessment to areas affected by flooding caused by Moderate Tropical Storm “Hubert” has 
been completed. The assessment found that within the eight affected districts, 74 communes were affected; 
the team was able to visit 48 of these 74 communes, eight by helicopter only. The assessment found that 
8,080 shelters have been destroyed and 34,196 damaged.  A total of 281 water sources have been flooded, 
229 schools and 34 health centers damaged, as well as 753 zebus (a type of cattle) lost. 

 The assessment recommended the following interventions:  
• Rebuild 2,667 shelters; 

 
I.  HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

• New floods have been reported in northern Namibia, with an estimated 1,000 people displaced; 
• In Madagascar, an assessment found that more than 8,000 shelters were destroyed and over 

34,000 damaged by the floods caused by Moderate Tropical Storm “Hubert”.  
 

II. Regional Situation Overview 

III. Angola 

IV. Madagascar 
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• Provide food and agricultural assistance to the most affected communities, including an in-depth 
evaluation of the harvest situation in all communes;  

• Supply essential medicines to 14 of the 48 assessed communes, and  provide medical staff  to ten 
communes; 

• Rehabilitate 34 health centres; 
• Monitor the outbreak of chickungunya fever, which occurred a few weeks ago; 
• Urgently rehabilitate the railway and rural infrastructure in affected areas, as it is the only means of 

accessing some communes; 
• Organize cluster meetings in the following week to discuss findings and recommendations, followed by an 

inter-cluster meeting to finalize and review decisions, recommendations and actions to be taken. These 
actions should include the conducting of an in-depth sectoral assessment, as well as other multi-sectoral 
assessments, specifically in the 26 communes not yet assessed; 

• Develop an integrated response strategy in April based on the information collected, and organize a 
lessons learnt exercise on the response. 

 

 
Since the start of the rainy season, an estimated 4,258 households (about 21,290 people) in 19 districts have 
reported some flood and storm –related damage to their houses, and about 440 hectares of croplands have 
been damaged. However, compared to last year the impact has been minimal, and Malawi’s Department of 
Disaster Management Affairs has already responded to these situations. In the past three weeks, only one 
district – Karonga in northern Malawi – reported some flooding.  Government has already assisted 148 
households in Karonga, and more assessments are underway. In Dedza district in central Malawi, initial 
reports stated that 900 households were affected by storms and flooding, but subsequent assessments show 
that a rainstorm destroyed only 137 houses and some crops. 

Further flooding in Malawi is still a possibility. The Zambezi River continues to rise, which in the following 
weeks could lead to back flow up the Shire River in southern Malawi. The situation is being closely monitored.   
 

Since the downgrading of the national flood alert from red to orange on 23 March 2010, the flood situation has 
stabilized and no new cases of flooding have been reported. According to Government, a total of 7,523 
people (1,654 families) have moved from the low-lying areas to villages in the districts of Chemba, Mopeia, 
Chinde, Mutarara, Nhamatanda and Buzi. The Zambezi River basin remains on alert at Caia and Marromeu, 
with a trend towards decreasing at Caia and towards stabilization at Marromeu.  

The National Institute for Disaster Management (INGC) and the Humanitarian Country Team are phasing out 
their emergency response activities and moving towards longer-term development efforts. INGC continues 
the coordination of the response at the national and regional level. UN agencies and NGO partners are 
supporting these efforts through a combination of roaming teams and short-term assignments, complemented 
by support to provincial and district partners in Maputo, with a particular focus on sanitation, health, nutrition 
and supply distribution.  

 
Flooding has been reported in the Caprivi region. The Namibia Red Cross estimates that 8,000 – 9,000 
people have been displaced to five Government-managed sites, and a number of unofficial sites having also 
sprung up spontaneously.  Government is coordinating the response. An assessment has been conducted by 
Namibia’s National Emergency Management Unit in Caprivi, the results of which have not yet been made 
public. According to the Red Cross, the main gaps are related to water, sanitation and shelter. Another flood 
wave is moving down the Zambezi River towards Caprivi, which could extend the period of flooding in the 
area over the next two weeks.  

Flooding has also been reported in northern Namibia, where floodwaters from Angola are crossing the border 
into Namibia. In Ondangwa in the Oshikoto Region, the Namibia Red Cross estimates that about 1,000 
people have been displaced to the Oshoopala Camp, which was established following flooding in 2009. Water 

V. Malawi 

VI. Mozambique 

VII. Namibia 
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levels of the Kavango River are also still rising, and there are concerns about further displacement in other 
parts of northern Namibia. 

More information on the situation in the regions is needed in order to determine gaps.  
 

 
The flood situation in the city of Lusaka has dissipated. More than 600 households are still being housed at 
the Independence Stadium in Lusaka, after being relocated by the Government from flood affected areas in 
the city. These families have been given until 30 June 2010 to move to a new site, which is still to be identified 
by Government. 

Nationally, flooding has been reported in 23 districts. It is not yet clear how many people have been affected 
or what the impact of these floods will be on food security. An in-depth assessment is being planned by the 
Zambian Disaster Management and Mitigation Unit (DMMU) in April/May.  
 
Further flooding is still a possibility in Zambia, as the Zambezi River Authority (ZRA) is reporting that water 
levels in the Zambezi River are rising due to continuing rains in the upper Zambezi River catchment area in 
eastern Angola. These rising water levels may still affect communities living along the Zambezi River.   

The Kariba dam is still receiving water and rising an average of 4 cm per day; at the moment it is about 80 
percent full - 200 cm below its maximum capacity. This situation means that the floodgates of the Kariba dam 
will remain open longer than usual, and there is still no indication when they will be closed. At the moment, 
three of the six gates are 50 percent open, releasing 750 m3/s per gate. This may affect communities 
downstream. The DMMU, through the Disaster Management Coordination Forum (DMCF), has advised that 
all NGOs operating along the Zambezi River should be on alert and inform the DMMU if they observe any 
flooding. UN Agencies and humanitarian partners are also on alert should the need to respond arise.  

Cholera outbreaks have been recorded in the provinces of Lusaka, Southern, Copperbelt, Eastern, Central, 
Luapula and Northern, with 5,198 cumulative cases and 87 deaths recorded as of 8 April 2010. Lusaka district 
appears to have been disproportionately affected, due to the flooding it experienced over the past few 
months, with a total of 4,421 cases and 72 deaths (CFR 1.6%). 

The Government and partners are responding to the cholera outbreak in Lusaka. Interventions include:     
• Water and sanitation:  The UNCT through UNICEF and WFP continue to provide sanitary material and 

mobile toilets to cholera -affected areas and the Independence Stadium;  
• Communications and sensitization: Public messages on the cholera situation and cholera prevention 

methods have been broadcast on television and radio stations; 
• Coordination and funding: The DMMU has established a committee, comprised of the Ministry of Health 

and the UNCT, which will develop an activity schedule for responding to the cholera situation. The UNCT 
is also considering submitting a project proposal to the United Nations Central Emergency Response 
Fund (CERF) since the Government has indicated that it will require international assistance once needs 
have been identified.  

Although rainfall is decreasing in most parts of Zambia, stagnant water is still a major challenge. As the 
weather becomes warmer, the incidence of cholera is likely to escalate, especially in the areas where 
outbreaks are persistent and in areas with poor drainage. 
 
  

 
There have been no new floods reported in the Mbire district. However, humanitarian needs remain in the 
aftermath of the 04 March 2010 flash floods that affected around 820 people. Affected households still require 
food assistance and non-food items (NFIs) like pots and blankets. IOM in particular recently assisted 60 
households with NFIs, but they report that the needs are greater than they initially anticipated. Although late in 
the rainfall season, further flooding remains a possibility, and partners are requested to remain on alert. 
. 

VIII. Zambia 

IX. Zimbabwe 

X.  Coordination 
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Governments, through National Disaster Management Authorities, are coordinating the response in the 
affected countries, along with assistance from international partners. Monitoring of river levels by 
Government in conjunction with national hydrological agencies is continuing.  
 

Kelly David 
Head of Office, OCHA Regional Office for Southern and Eastern Africa 
+27 11 517 1609 
david1@un.org, Cell Phone +27829081338 

Hein Zeelie 
Associate Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA Regional Office for Southern and Eastern Africa 
+27 11 517 1665 
zeelie@un.org, Cell Phone +27823283038 
 
To be added or deleted from this SitRep mailing list, please email zeelie@un.org or visit 
ochaonline.un.org/rosea.  

XI. Contact 



Southern Africa: Flood and Cyclone Damage in 2010
09 April 2010

Country Affected Displaced Deaths
Houses 

Destroyed Food Security Infrastructure Damage

Angola           99,255  11500†                  7  3816*  NK 

Houses damaged: 574; medical facilities 
damaged: 2; schools damaged: 17; 

bridges destroyed: 24; farms submerged: 
751; churches damaged: 14.* 

Madagascar 211,380         NK  NK  8,080††  NK 

34,196 shelters damaged, 281 water 
sources, 229 schools and 34 health 
centers damaged, 753 cattle lost. 

Malawi           21,290  NK  0  NK 

440 hectares of cropland destroyed; 
4,258 houses either destroyed or 

damaged.  

Mozambique           13,000 7,523***  0  NK 

 Food insecurity in the south, which is 
currently experiencing drought, is expected to 
affect 460,000 people between March 2010 

and March 2011.  Many roads have been interrupted.

Namibia           10,000        10,000  0  NK  NK 

Some roads flooded in the Caprivi 
Region. Four health facilities only 
accessible by boat or by crossing 

through Botswana or Zambia.  

Zambia                600  600***  0  NK  NK 

 Some houses submerged; some roads 
interrupted, damage to bridges and 

culverts; some crop fields destroyed. 

Zimbabwe                820 NK NK 7

Agricultural inputs and and food assistance 
are required in order to address chronic 
vulnerability.

755 people had their crops destroyed:  
1,157 hectares of maize crop, 143 
hectares of groundnuts, 87 hectares of 
sorghum, 16 hectares of cotton and 
about a hectare of chilly were washed 
away.  

Total         356,345  29, 623                 7         12,188 

*This figure does not include Ebo district. 

**Many have since returned to their homes

***This figure is for relocation, not displacement

†This figure is for "homeless", not displaced, and includes only Cunene province.

†† Referred to as "shelters", not houses. 
Compiled by OCHA ROSEA. Date: 09 April 2010. Data partial and incomplete. NK means Not Known.
Sources: Angola Civil Protection Commission; Madagascar BNGRC; Madagascar RCO; Madagascar Red Cross; Malawi RCO; Mozambique HCT; FEWSNET; Namibia RCO; Namibia Red Cross; Namibia Hydrological Services; Zambia 
RCO; OCHA Zimbabwe;  Zimbabwe CPU. 
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