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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Harvest prospects are uncertain due to irregular rains during 
2010 cropping season 

 Maize prices remain low following last year’s good crop, but 
high prices of rice continue to affect urban consumers 

Harvest prospects mixed following irregular rains  

Harvesting of first season maize crop is underway in the South while 
planting of the second season crop is about to start. In the North, which 
only has one rainy season, the harvesting of cereals has begun. 
Harvest prospects are mixed following below-normal rains at planting 
and subsequent erratic precipitation in most parts of the country. Food 
production in 2010 is likely to be significantly lower than last year’s 
record crop.  

Maize price remains low following good harvest in 
2009  

The 2009 cereal output – mostly maize – was 19 percent above 
average. As a result, prices of maize, the main staple, have declined 
significantly countrywide from their very high levels of 2008 and early 
2009. Although coarse grain prices have increased in recent months, 
reflecting normal lean period trend, maize price in July 2010 in Cotonou 
were 50 percent and 25 percent lower than in July 2009 and July 2008 
respectively. By contrast, rice prices have remained high, eroding the 
purchasing power of urban consumers. In Cotonou, rice prices in July 
2010 were still 18 percent higher than in July 2008.  

Cotton producers are particularly vulnerable to 
high food prices 
Low cotton prices, compounded by problems associated with cotton 
input and output markets, have negatively impacted on farmers' 
incomes in the last few years. This has considerably worsened the 
vulnerability of about 2 million people whose subsistence depends on 
cotton, mainly in the north of the country which includes the poorest 
zones where malnutrition levels are the highest. This has made the 
2008 prices shock particularly difficult for these population groups. In 
spite of recent improvements in the food supply situation, the plight of 
the vulnerable groups and market conditions need to be closely 
monitored in order to provide timely assistance if and when needed.  
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