
 

PROTECTION ENVIRONMENT  

Currently there are 9,130 non-Palestinian registered refugees and asylum-seekers, 87% of them are from Iraq. 
Lebanon is not a state party to the 1951 Geneva Convention relating to the Status of Refugees or to its 1967 Protocol.  It 

also does not have legislation or administrative practices in place to address the specific needs of refugees and asylum 

seekers. As a result, and while the majority of refugees who enter Lebanon do so legally, refugees who enter the country 

without prior authorization or who overstay their visa are 

considered to be illegally in the country and are at risk of 

being fined, detained for considerable lengths of time, and 

deported.  Without permission to stay until a durable 

solution is found, they live in hardship. Many are extremely 

destitute and worry about meeting their own and their 

children’s very basic need for food and shelter. A growing 

number have run out of resources.   
 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

� The Council of Ministers formed an Inter-Ministerial Committee to examine the situation concerning the detention 

of foreigners, including refugees, in Lebanon and recommend solutions.  UNHCR has been invited to contribute to 

the Committee’s deliberations. It has met with all committee members and other key political actors and provided 

briefs on recommended means to more humanely address the needs of refugees 

in Lebanon in a manner that also responds to the socio-political concerns of the 

government. 

� In regard to health, an important advance has been the work done with partners, 

local hospitals, and the Ministry of Public Health to ensuring a more coordinated 

and effective health referral system. This will improve access to health care for 

refugees, enhance monitoring of services and help to manage costs.  

� After-school support sessions and training and awareness sessions for youth 

were recently initiated by Save the Children with support from UNHCR and 

Sweden in the areas of the Southern and Eastern Suburbs of Beirut, Baalbeck, 

and Hermel. 

� So far this year. UNHCR submitted requests for resettlement for close to 1,500 

refugees to resettlement countries who are now considering these cases.  

Meanwhile UNHCR assisted 1183 refugees leave Lebanon to restart their lives in resettlement countries.  

� UNHCR, partners, and refugees joined together for three public events organised around World Refugee Day. One of 

the activities constituted of screening a 30-minute documentary about refugees in Lebanon under the name “I come 

from a beautiful place”. The film received wide acclaim and was watched by over 400 persons mostly from the 

Lebanese youths. Refugees were also given the opportunity to exhibit and sell accessories, paintings, and other 

handmade crafts. 
 

PROTECTING REFUGEES AND ASYLUM SEEKERS 

In the absence of a legal or administrative framework for refugees, UNHCR registers asylum-seekers and determines 

whether they are refugees in need of protection and a durable solution. UNHCR, through its partners, also helps 

refugees and asylum seekers to meet their basic needs and ensures they have access to essential services. 

 

Registration, 

status 

determination,  

legal 

assistance 

Since there is no governmental structure to receive asylum applications, UNHCR remains the only 

body in Lebanon that undertakes refugee status determination (RSD). On a daily basis, UNHCR 

staff members meet an average of 100 refugees and asylum seekers.  In addition, UNHCR 

regularly visits detention centres throughout the country to assist and counsel refugees and 

asylum- seekers who may be detained.  As of the end of July, there were 36 refugees and asylum 

seekers detained solely for illegal entry or stay without committing any crime. UNHCR intervenes 

with the authorities to request their release and, up until July 2010, has helped obtain the release 

of 32 persons of concern. In addition, the agency assists persons of concern, who fall within 

existing regulations, obtain work and residence permits. 

Health and 

psychosocial 

support 

UNHCR, through its partners, provides health assistance to all refugees and asylum seekers in 

need. As of the end of June, 5230 persons have received either outpatient or inpatient care.  (5569 

persons received health care services in 2009).   An office for the rehabilitation of victims of torture 

and violence run by UNHCR’s partner, RESTART, also provides mental and psychological health 

services. In addition, 148 persons received 314 different mental health related services.  

Country of origin Refugees Asylum Seekers 

Iraq
 

7926 - 

Sudan 114 551 

Somalia 16 13 

Other 173 337 

Total 8,229 901 

As of 9 August 2010 

UN High Commissioner for refugees Antonio 
Guterres visited Lebanon in June and met with 

senior Lebanese officials as well as with 

refugees. © UNHCR/ H. Mcheimech 
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Education All refugee and asylum seeking children have access to Lebanese schools. UNHCR provides 

educational grants to all registered children as well as remedial classes and vocational training 

through its NGO partners. For the 2009- 2010 school year, 85% of primary school aged children 

registered with UNHCR were enrolled in formal education. Drop out rates continued to be high 

among some communities, a problem which UNHCR and partners are trying to address.  

Community 

development 

UNHCR supports two community centres for refugees and asylum seekers in Lebanon run by its 

partner, AMEL Association. One is located in the southern suburbs of Beirut with a focus on 

children and youth empowerment and the other is located in the east of Beirut with a focus on 

women empowerment. The centres are currently providing non-formal education classes to refugee 

students and vocational/skills training activities to adult males as well as music classes, football 

training, and drama therapy, to refugee children and youth with the aim to help them express 

themselves, boost their morale and develop their skills. 

 

DURABLE SOLUTIONS 

Durable solutions for refugees in Lebanon are limited to resettlement and voluntary repatriation, since the Government 

of Lebanon has maintained that Lebanon cannot be a country of permanent asylum.  For most refugees from Iraq, 

conditions there are not sufficiently secure and stable to permit return in safety and with dignity.  Despite some form of 

stabilisation in specific parts of the country, many Iraqis still face serious risks of human rights violations. Overall, the 

security situation in Iraq remains volatile and 1.5 million persons are still displaced internally, many of whom are living 

in miserable conditions, not being able to return home. While voluntary repatriation is unlikely to pick up momentum in 

the immediate term, UNHCR does provide counselling and repatriation assistance to those who willingly decide to 

return to their country of origin. In 2010, UNHCR has assisted 23 persons for voluntary repatriation. Resettlement, on the 

other hand, continues to provide a durable solution for many refugees in Lebanon. So far in 2010, 1183 refugees 

departed to resettlement countries. 
 

  

PARTNERSHIPS  

  

PRESENCE 

UNHCR has operated in Lebanon for 47 years. In 2005, the office expanded to include a Regional Resettlement Hub, to 

cover resettlement in the Middle East and North Africa. In 2007 regional functions were extended with the appointment 

of two officers to support registration and refugee status determination in the region. Most recently, in 2010, the office 

was joined by a Senior Regional Public Information Officer.  
STAFFING 

68 staff members (22 International, 46 National) 
BUDGET 

Requested: In order to comprehensibly meet the needs of persons of concern in 2010, UNHCR estimates that the office 

would need USD 13 million. Received: USD 9 million 

Consequences of funding shortfall: 

Limited assistance for new arrivals - serious hardships in meeting their basic needs; 

50% reduction in legal aid specifically with regard to regularization of status of persons of concern to UNHCR 

Reduction in food and non food coupons- rise in illegal work, survival sex, and exploitation; 

Education assistance reduced - rise in school drop out rates; 

60% health coverage provided and no contributions to life-saving operations; 

Resettlement processing times increased - fewer refugees resettled. 

Refugees of all Nationalities Total Departures  

(1 Jan. -30June 2010) 

Submissions  

(1 Jan. -30June 2010) 

USA 1061 1001 

Australia 55 133 

Sweden 36 11 

Canada 26 117 

Netherlands 1 149 

Switzerland 0 13 

Norway 2 5 

UK 1 3 

Denmark 1 0 

Total 1183 1432 

Implementing partners Association Justice et Miséricorde (AJEM), Amel association, CARITAS- Migrant Centre, The Middle-East 

Council of Churches (MECC), and RESTART 

Operational partners Arc-en-Ciel, Chaldean Charity Association, Danish Refugee Council (DRC), Frontiers Ruwad Association, 

International Catholic Migration Commission (ICMC), Institut Européen de Coopération et de Développement 

(IECD), International Labour Organization (ILO), International Medical Corps (IMC), Insan, International 

Organization for Migration (IOM), Lebanese Association for Development (Al Majmoua), Médecins sans 

Frontières (MSF), Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC), Pinnacle, Right to Play, Save the Children – Sweden 

and World Vision International. 

 


