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Weekly Situation Update 

UNHCR Kenya Operation 
Week Ending: Friday, 26 March, 2010 

Political, Social and Economic Developments within the last week 

In a move that is likely to slow the reform process, several Members of Parliament (MPs) proposed 

multiple amendments to the draft constitution. These proposed amendments mainly target sections on 

devolution, abortion, Kadhi’s courts and presidential appointments. A section of MPs, however, 

expressed their opposition to any new amendments to the draft constitution. 

 

Former UN Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, while on a visit to the country in his role as Chief 

Mediator, asked the Grand Coalition partners to resolve their political differences amicably. He also 

encouraged Kenyan leaders to remain focused and give the people a new constitution.  

Refugee Influx 

Registration Statistics 15th to 19th March 2010 Total 

Location Total BDI COD ERT ETH RWA SOM SUD UGA TAN 
Registered 
in 2010 

Nairobi 247 1 18 7 35 1 183 1   1 3,465 

Dadaab 781       49   730 2     12,795 

Kakuma 300 2 124 1 18 2 62 80 11   1,871 

Total 1,328 3 142 8 102 3 975 83 11 1 18,131 

Security concerns and security incidents over the last week 

The Nairobi urban refugee programme continued unrestricted, although there remains a heightened 

concern about the possibility of a high impact event (possibly a bombing or kidnapping) generated by 

regional threat warnings against UN and diplomatic community in Kenya. The Dadaab area of 

operations remained stable, although there are continuing concerns over UNHCR and NGO staff 

safety in terms of contentious host community issues, which most recently lead to a five day guard 

strike. The Kakuma operation continued unrestricted.  

 

In a significant development, the Government of Kenya (GoK) invited UNHCR to a meeting on the 

proposed UNHCR and Government of Kenya Security Partnership Project (SPP). The aim of the 

UNHCR proposal is to build government capacity to ensure the safety of the refugee population and 

secure UNHCR business continuity into the next five years. The main pillars of the project revolve 

around a dedicated police force, enhanced refugee self-security management and a screening/reception 

centre for new asylum seeker arrival. After an initial meeting on 16 March, UNHCR facilitated a 

government needs assessment to Dadaab and Kakuma on 24 and 25 March respectively. The next 

GoK and UNHCR meeting on the SPP is scheduled for 13 April when it is hoped a substantive 

decision will be taken by the GoK. 

Protection and protection related issues  

In Nairobi this week, 462 individuals arrived for registration. Of these, 303 were registered including 

the issuance of movement letters for 56 individuals. Due to a lack of capacity, 159 persons were given 

an appointments to be registered at a later date. Of those registered this week, 60% of the individuals 
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are from Somalia, 18% from DRC, 13% from Ethiopia, 5% from Burundi and 4% from Eritrea. There 

are now 6,358 individuals pending registration, with the waiting period now up to 30 March, 2011. 

 

In Nairobi this week, 54 new cases were given a first instance Refugee Status Determination (RSD) 

appointment this week. There were 66 cases (73 individuals) interviewed this week (34/37 ETH, 14/17 

DRC, 13/14 ERT, 3/3 SOM, 2/2 BUR). The waiting period for an RSD interview is now up to 16 

August, 2010, and the number of cases pending an RSD interview is1274 cases/1487 individuals. 

 
IDP issues 
The zero-draft of the National IDP policy was revised with inputs received during the stake-holders 

forum held on 17 March and has been submitted to the Ministry of Special Programmes for their 

further action in preparation for submission to Cabinet.  

Emergency and other technical support  

NSTR 

Sub-Offices 

Kakuma 

The heavy rains that hit Kakuma and the rest of Turkana West District on 19 and 22 March resulted in 

the death of six people who were trying to cross the seasonal rivers. The dyke that was recently 

constructed by Sub-Office Kakuma was breached by flood waters from 22 – 24 March after the nearby 

Nabek River burst its banks. Road movement to Lodwar and Loki were impossible on these two days.   

 

From 22 - 23 March a UNHCR fielded a Protection Mission to Lodwar in order to intervene in a case 

where three asylum seekers had been charged in court alongside nine other immigrants on charges of 

being unlawfully present in Kenya. All 12 defendants were from Ethiopia's Omorote region. The 

court, cognizant of the right to seek asylum under the Refugee Act of Kenya 2006, ordered the release 

of the three asylum seekers to DRA and UNHCR for refugee status determination. The other nine 

migrants will be tried under the provisions of the Immigration Act of Kenya. 

 

A meeting was convened at Don Bosco on 23 March to address the issues raised by the Somali 

disabled refugees during their demonstration on 16 March. Over 70 disabled persons and community 

leaders attended the meeting. IRC informed the meeting that the orthopaedic supplies had been 

ordered and staff recruited, and it was anticipated that the orthopaedic workshop would open during 

the last week of March.  An orthopaedic surgeon was also expected in Kakuma Mission Hospital in 

April 2010, and information had already been shared with the community leaders for registration of 

persons requiring services.  

 

Dadaab 

The camps in Dadaab continue to experience an influx of new arrivals. 12,795 new arrivals have been 

registered since the start of this year, with over 11,500 arriving from Somalia. Dadaab has yet to 

observe a significant increase in the rate of new arrivals, despite continued reports of increased 

insecurity along the Kenya/Somali border caused by fighting between government forces and armed 

insurgents. 


