
 
 
 
  
  
  
Church World Service Hotline for the week of September 14, 2009 – available in Spanish (linea de noticias) 
and in podcasts in English and Spanish--at www.churchworldservice.org 
 
- Assisting quake survivors in 
Indonesia 
- Farmers in Burma struggle to 
overcome crop damage from 
cyclone and pests 
- CWS assists Kenyan 
communities secure year-round 
water sources 
- Mayan women in Guatemala 
seek rights for indigenous people 
 
Indonesia--The death toll from 
the Sept. 2 earthquake in West 
Java, Indonesia, has risen to 
79.  The 7.3-magnitude quake 
destroyed 445 houses and 
damaged 1,400 others, the 
Jakarta Post reports. 
     "Many people are still 
sleeping under only tarpaulins or tents as their homes lie in 
rubble or because they are afraid of aftershocks," Church 
World Service partner Action by Churches Together 
reported. 
     CWS Indonesia has provided family tents, blankets, mats, 
tarpaulins and rope in Tasikmalaya and Garut Districts.   
     CWS is responding in coordination with other ACT 
Indonesia partners and with the UN and government 
authorities.  CWS and other ACT members will be working 
together with a focus on providing shelter, water and 
sanitation and psychosocial activities. 
 
Burma (Myanmar)—In the year-and-a-half since Cyclone 
Nargis devastated parts of the Irrawaddy Delta in Burma, 
Church World Service has provided cash assistance for 
some 9,951 pest-affected farm households in 217 villages to 
restore their livelihoods and their fields to productivity.   
     Pest infestations devastated much of the Nargis-affected 
farmers harvest this year and severely hurt their ability to 
provide food reserves and income for the coming year. 
     CWS is working with a local partner to help communities 
become self-sustaining and to alleviate the farmers’ burdens 
in providing for their families as they work through these 
difficult conditions.   
 
Kenya--As drought devastates vast areas of Kenya, killing 
crops and livestock, Church World Service continues to help 
Kenyan communities gain access to year-round water 
sources through construction of sand dams. 
     In one community, Kaikungu, for example, a CWS-
supported water project is taking shape, with some 6,500 

people benefiting from four new 
sand dams, along with two 
shallow wells, two reserve tanks, 
and two water kiosks (water 
distribution points). Community 
members have also learned 
about health, hygiene and 
sanitation.   
     With adequate, safe water 
nearby, the people of Kaikungu 
are using the time they save to 
farm and to engage in other 
income generating activities 
such as basket weaving or 
buying and selling goods.  In 
addition, girls, whose job it is 
traditionally to fetch water, are 
now able to attend school 

regularly.   
     Having a secure, ongoing source of water allows families 
to garden and to plant trees for shade.   
     Sub-surface sand dams are a simple solution for arid 
areas.  A concrete and masonry dam built across a seasonal 
stream slows the flow of water and collects sand against the 
upstream side.  The sand acts as a natural filter and 
reservoir. During dry periods, shallow wells are dug in the 
sand to draw out stored water.   
 
Guatemala—“We give thanks for this groundbreaking step in 
providing justice for the victims of state violence in 
Guatemala during the civil war (1960-1996),” says CWS 
Latin America staffer Martha Farmelo. 
     The recent conviction of a member of a paramilitary group 
responsible for the disappearance of six indigenous Mayan 
farmers is especially meaningful to CWS partner 
CONAVIGUA, which is made up of Mayan widows who have 
worked for more than 20 years assisting victims of political 
violence--particularly indigenous people--in Guatemala.   
     Through CONAVIGUA, Mayan women are being 
encouraged to participate in public life, exercise their rights, 
and build up their capacity for managing development 
projects in their communities.   
 
Your support for Church World Service, CROP Hunger Walks, and the Blankets+ 
program helps to end hunger and sustain lives. We need your prayers and support 
for this vital work now more than ever.  Contributions may be sent through your 
church or directly to Church World Service, P.O. Box 968, Elkhart, IN 46515. Credit 
card contributions may be made by calling 800-297-1516 or at 
www.churchworldservice.org.   To SUBSCRIBE or UNSUBSCRIBE to the email 
version of the Hotline, please register at www.churchworldservice.org and indicate 
your email preferences. 

Indonesia--A woman stands with her children in front of her damaged 
house after an earthquake in Pangalengan, West Java, Sept. 3.  Photo: 
REUTERS/Supri, courtesy www.alertnet.org  


